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to be built, governmental processes to be de-
veloped, and a new currency to be estab-
lished. There are also unsettled issues with its
neighbor, the Republic of Sudan, such as end-
ing violence and suffering in Darfur, a long-
term oil revenue sharing agreement, border
demarcation, fair distribution of debts, and es-
tablishing the qualifications for citizenship.

Tomorrow, we will celebrate the birth of a
new nation. However, with this tremendous
event should come a renewed commitment
from the world to preserve peace and cultivate
a bright and stable future for the South Suda-
nese people.

———

RECOGNIZING THE INDEPENDENCE
OF SOUTH SUDAN

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the world’s newest na-
tion, the Republic of South Sudan. On July 9,
2011, after months of preparation, South
Sudan will officially declare its independence
from Sudan. In January 2011, South Sudan
held a referendum on the issue of secession,
where 97.5 percent of Southern Sudanese
turned out to vote and an overwhelming 98.8
percent voted for separation. Tomorrow, the
independence of South Sudan marks the end
of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA), which ended 22 years of war between
northern and southern Sudan, and the birth of
a new country based on the principles of self-
determination, freedom, and justice.

However, South Sudan faces numerous
challenges that will need to be resolved after
its independence. South Sudan and Sudan
still have to agree on issues such as revenue
sharing, especially oil revenues, border dis-
putes, security agreements, national debt, citi-
zenship, and currency. In addition, South
Sudan lacks two critical resources: govern-
ment infrastructure and personnel, which are
crucial to creating a strong and viable govern-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the
people of South Sudan on achieving their
dream of independence, and extend my deep-
est sympathies to those who lost loved ones
in the fight for freedom. | encourage my col-
leagues in Congress to join me in commemo-
rating the struggle and sacrifices of millions of
Southern Sudanese, and to work with the
international community to ensure that South
Sudan becomes a politically and economically
stable nation.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO MARIE
WATERMILLER

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Marie Watermiller of Hampton,
lowa on the recent celebration of her 100th
birthday on June 24, 2011.

Marie was brought into this world on June
24, 1911 and more than 100 years later con-
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tinues to live a vibrant life. Aside from her
daily regimen of sewing, crocheting, and read-
ing, Marie also stays busy by entertaining and
quilting blankets for her 15 grandchildren, 42
great-grandchildren, and 5 great-great-grand-
children as she expects three more great-
great-grandchildren within the year. Marie also
spends her time assisting those that are ill by
making lap robes to support the Church of the
Living Word’s most recent project.

There have been many changes that have
occurred during the past 100 years. Since
Marie’s birth we have revolutionized air travel
and walked on the moon. We have invented
the television and the Internet. We have
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall
of Soviet communism and the birth of new de-
mocracies. Marie has lived through 18 United
States Presidents and 22 Governors of lowa.
In her lifetime the population of the United
States has more than tripled.

| congratulate Ms. Watermiller for reaching
this milestone of a birthday. | am extremely
honored to represent Marie and her family in
the United States Congress and | wish her
happiness and health in her future years.

————————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes:

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Chair, American children have already been
the victims of the Republicans’ inaction and
spending cuts, and now the Republicans are
specifically targeting the children of military
families. The Flake Amendment to H.R. 2219
cuts $250 million of critical funding for public
schools on military installations.

These schools and families are already in
dire need of support. Impact aid is provided to
these schools as compensation for the federal
activities that render them unable to collect
property or other taxes to fund these schools.
This is one of the oldest education programs
administered in the United States, and these
schools and families depend on these funds.

The men and women of our armed services
make great sacrifices to keep our country
safe. They deserve better from this Congress.
They do not deserve to have their children’s
education sacrificed as well. | urge my col-
leagues to vote “no” on the Flake amendment
to cut impact aid.

——

RECOGNIZING THE REPUBLIC OF

SOUTH SUDAN ON THEIR DEC-
LARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Republic of South Sudan and
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their declaration of formal independence on
July 9, 2011. Six months ago, the people of
Southern Sudan spoke clearly when nearly 99
percent of the voters declared independence
from the repressive government in Khartoum.
While this is a historic moment for southern
Sudan and its people, this nation faces great
challenges in the infancy of its sovereignty.

For the Republic of South Sudan to prosper,
a number of challenges must be overcome.
Foremost, the country must determine ques-
tions as fundamental as citizenship rights and
the location of borders with neighboring na-
tions. Additionally, Southern Sudan must es-
tablish peace and security within its borders in
order to sustain meaningful growth. North Su-
danese governmental support for attacks on
Southern Sudan have killed more than 1,000
civilians, and have displaced hundreds of
thousands of men, women and children over
the past year and a half. Simply put, these at-
tacks must cease.

In terms of the economy, international
agreements regarding Southern Sudan’s debts
must be negotiated, as well as the develop-
ment of an infrastructure to allow for the effi-
cient export of oil. However, even in these
challenging and uncertain times, this young
nation has demonstrated a commitment to im-
prove the lives of its citizens. Recently, we
have observed marked increases in commerce
and trade, both domestically and internation-
ally, thanks to the government’s continued de-
velopment of modern infrastructure. The ruling
government has reached out to opposition
groups within Southern Sudan in an honest ef-
fort to maintain national unity throughout this
momentous process. While there are still hur-
dles to be overcome, today | recognize and
congratulate the Sudanese people for their
significant accomplishments in having reached
this momentous occasion.

THE FINAL FLIGHT OF THE SPACE
SHUTTLE PROGRAM ON JULY 8,
2011

HON. ALLEN B. WEST

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, today we close an-
other chapter in the history book of manned
space flight. Today Americans around the Na-
tion watched the final launch of the Space
Shuttle Atlantis, a journey that began 30 years
ago with the first flight of Space Shuttle Co-
lumbia.

For 135 times the Nation has turned their
eyes to the State of Florida to watch the solid
rocket boosters ignite and lift the Space Shut-
tle through the bounds of our Earth’s atmos-
phere. Each mission of the Space Shuttles’
primary goal was to continue to push the
bounds of space exploration. With each mis-
sion the United States achieved another mile-
stone of expanding man’s frontier in space
earning the respect and admiration of the
world.

The State of Florida has been the epicenter
for manned exploration of space. Over the last
50 years from Gemini, to Apollo, to the Space
Shuttles, hundreds of thousands of Floridians
have contributed their talents, energy and
knowledge to explore space. Some have dedi-
cated their lives to the exploration of space.

Today | would like to recognize the men and
women over the last 30 years who worked on
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the Space Shuttle program. While the names
of the astronauts will be recorded in the his-
tory books, we must also note the thousands
of individuals who worked behind the scenes
to make history by challenging the final fron-
tier.

| am concerned about losing the workforce
that has dedicated their knowledge to the ex-
ploration of our universe. | believe that we
could lose a competitive and innovative edge
that we maintain at the Kennedy Space Cen-
ter at Cape Canaveral, Florida.

Soon the Space Shuttle Fleet will be
shipped off to museums around the country
and will become items that school children will
visit to see America’s past glories in space.
These children will see these space explo-
ration vehicles, then look towards the stars
sparking their imagination to ask the question
“what lies beyond?” However, when the
Space Shuttle Atlantis lands in the next sev-
eral days for the first time in my entire 50
years on Earth we will not have a vehicle or
a plan to send humans from our planet into
space.

The space program is essential to the State
of Florida. Thousands of the brightest scientific
minds reside in the area surrounding the Ken-
nedy Space Center and billions of dollars of
economic activity are generated in the States
of Texas, California and my home State of
Florida. In addition, since the Mercury Pro-
gram, the Space Program has placed our Na-
tion on the cutting edge of innovation.

President John F. Kennedy challenged our
Nation to land a man of the Moon. In the
space race with the Soviet Union, Neil Arm-
strong and Buzz Aldrin placed an American
flag on the lunar surface in 1969. Now the
former Soviet Union is our taxi cab ride to the
International Space Station at a cost of ap-
proximately $63 million a seat. Further, China
is now building their ability to be the leaders
in space exploration. This is unacceptable and
the antithesis of American exceptionalism.

While we have had failures in the space
program along the way, such as Apollo 1,
Challenger and Columbia, when some individ-
uals felt we should stop manned space flight
after the Challenger accident, President Ron-
ald Reagan stated: “We’ll continue our quest
in space. There will be more shuttle flights and
more shuttle crews and, yes, more volunteers,
more civilians, more teachers in space. Noth-
ing ends here; our hopes and our journeys
continue.”

| am concerned that the United States has
no plans for human exploration capability to
go beyond Earth’s orbit for an indeterminate
time into the future. Space will always be chal-
lenging and dangerous, but we are Americans
and we have always met our challenges and
faced danger. And with regard to space we
must continue the journey, focus on the stars,
reach for the heavens, and be a leader in
space exploration in the 21st century.

Americans, by our nature, do not accept
being in second place. | am committed to en-
suring that one day we again will be the lead-
ers in manned space exploration.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall votes
No. 495-501, | am not recorded because |
was absent from the U.S House of Represent-
atives. Had | been present, | would have voted
in the following manner.

On rollcall No. 495. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

On rollcall No. 496. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

On rollcall No. 497. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

On rollcall No. 498. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea.”

On rollcall No. 499. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

On rollcall No. 500. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea.”

On rollcall No. 501. Had | been present, |

would have voted “yea.”

———

IN TRIBUTE TO THE RONALD
REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL FOUN-
DATION

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in trib-
ute to The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foun-
dation and, in particular—Frederick Ryan, Jr.,
Chairman of the Foundation Board of Direc-
tors, and John Heubusch, Foundation Execu-
tive Director—and the Ronald Reagan Centen-
nial Commission for their leadership in con-
ducting a series of successful European
events last week honoring our 40th President.

| and a number of my colleagues traveled to
Europe last week to meet with our allies, par-
ticularly those in Eastern Europe, and to reas-
sure them of America’s continued friendship
and support in light of Russia’s continued
commitment to one-party rule and suppression
of human rights.

While there, we were fortunate to participate
in several Foundation events honoring Ronald
Reagan’s role in bringing freedom to Eastern
Europe. The people of Poland, Hungary, the
Czech Republic and other former communist
satellite states know well how President Rea-
gan’s commitment to peace through strength
led him to abandon the failed policy of détente
and to embrace a policy of actively opposing
communist regimes around the world.

That opposition led to the fall of the Berlin
Wall and the Iron Curtain and to freedom for
millions of people choked by the Soviet's
stronghold on their nations. In Krakow, we at-
tended a Mass of Thanksgiving in honor of
Pope John Paul Il and President Reagan, the
two leaders the Polish people credit with in-
spiring their revolution against the Soviet em-
pire. In Budapest, we participated in the un-
veiling of a statue of President Reagan in
Freedom Square. In Prague, we participated
in naming the street in front of the U.S. Am-
bassador’s residence for President Reagan.

Those public displays only underline the
true love Eastern Europeans have for Presi-

E1275

dent Reagan. In meetings with East European
officials and chance meetings with local peo-
ple in East European capitals, everyone was
effusive in their praise of Ronald Reagan.
Americans recognize the peace and prosperity
President Reagan brought to the United
States during his presidency. For Eastern Eu-
ropeans, he helped bring them their very free-
dom.

As the author of the bill that created the
Centennial Commission and as a member of
the Commission, | was duly impressed with
the events and tributes the Foundation and
Commission, under the direction of Mr. Ryan
and Mr. Heubusch, masterfully undertook both
in Europe and the United States to honor Ron-
ald Reagan this year.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle join me in paying tribute to
those who worked so hard to remember and
honor a great president who changed the
course of history both here and around the
world and to thank them for their service to
our nation.

A TRIBUTE TO KACIA CAIN

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ms. Kacia Cain, who teaches anat-
omy, physiology and biotechnology and was
named outstanding biology teacher of the year
for the state of lowa by the National Associa-
tion of Biology Teachers.

Ms. Cain previously taught biology at Des
Moines East High School for 19 years before
transferring this school year to Des Moines
Central Campus High School. She is a native
of Indianola, lowa, and will be recognized in
October at the National Association of Biology
Teachers convention in Anaheim, California.

Having a hands-on teaching style has al-
lowed Ms. Cain to be very successful with her
students. Using resources from nearby col-
leges ensures that students are making as
many connections with real world research ex-
periences as possible.

| am honored to represent Kacia Cain in the
United States Congress, and | wish her the
best of luck in Anaheim, California. | also wish
Ms. Cain the very best as she continues to
serve as a mentor and role model to the stu-
dents at Des Moines Central Campus High
School. | know my colleagues in the U.S. Con-
gress will join me in congratulating Kacia Cain.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN D. FILAMOR
HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of myself and Ranking Member CONYERS, |
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
John D. Filamor who is leaving the House to
take a position with the Department of Justice.
Mr. Filamor served in the Office of the General
Counsel for 10 years, first as a law clerk while
he was still a student at George Washington
University Law School; from 2001-10
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