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At long last, the scientific community has
recognized the severity and scope of this
problem and is engaged in its solution. Con-
gress has created this superb program, which
is succeeding where others have failed. Con-
gress must provide the necessary resources
to continue this progress.

Additional funding would be used for pilot
studies of promising treatments, for clinical
trials of treatments shown effective in earlier
pilot studies, and for the execution of collabo-
rative research plans developed by consor-
tiums of scientists funded in prior years.

As you know, our nation owes a sacred
debt to the men and women who willingly
serve and sacrifice while wearing our country’s
uniform. At this critical time in researching and
understanding Gulf War illness, it is vital that
bipartisan leadership points out the accom-
plishments of this small program to our col-
leagues, to ensure that it survives the current
legislative session and its benefits are not lost
to veterans of the Gulf War and future wars.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant amendment to ensure the continuation of
the Gulf War lliness Research Program.

BIRTHDAY OF IRV PICKLER
HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, today | would like to honor the life of
Irv Pickler, and wish him the best in his 90th
year of life. Irv has demonstrated an excep-
tional dedication to public service in the com-
munity, and has made a lasting effect on all
the people he has touched.

After graduating from California State Uni-
versity, Los Angeles, with a bachelor's degree
in Business Administration, Irv joined the
United States Army and later transferred to
the United States Air Force. In England, he
flew 35 missions into France and Germany as
a bombardier-navigator. After 4 years of serv-
ice, he returned to Los Angeles to be with his
wife and young children.

Eventually settling in Southern California, Irv
opened his own printing company, “Printing
Dimensions,” in Orange County. Today, nearly
55 years later, Irv works to bring people to-
gether to accomplish client objectives with his
company, “Pickler and Associates.” Irv has
demonstrated a firm commitment to commu-
nity involvement. As a member of the Kiwanis
Club of Greater Anaheim, he was twice
named “Kiwanian of the Year.” In 1993, he
was elected as a Distinguished Lieutenant
Governor of the club. Irv has also served 25
years on the Cypress College Foundation
Board of Directors.

In the 1970s, Irv was appointed to the Cem-
etery Commission in Anaheim, and to the Or-
ange County Planning Commission, on which
he served one term as a chairman. In 1982,
Irv was elected to the Anaheim City Council,
serving a total of 12 years, including 3 times
as Mayor pro-tem. He consolidated half a
dozen Orange County transportation agencies
into the Orange County Transportation Author-
ity, which produced gains in efficiency, and in-
creased accountability. When California intro-
duced its first cellular solar-powered callbox
system, Irv was behind it. He negotiated the
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agreement with the California Department of
Transportation and the California Private
Transportation Corporation to construct the
nation’s first fully-automated, congestion
priced toll road, State Route 91. Irv laid the
groundwork for the purchase of right-of-way
and widening of Interstate 5, which resulted in
the largest public works project in Orange
County in over a generation. He also helped
pass Measure M, the successful sales tax pro-
gram that invested in voter-approved transpor-
tation projects. It's no question that he dem-
onstrated exceptional leadership during his
tenure as Vice President of the Orange Coun-
ty Transportation Authority.

Irv currently serves as a member of the Or-
ange County Water District Board of Directors.
He has previously served as Water Issues
Committee Chairman and on the Administra-
tion/Finance Committee, Investment Com-
mittee, External Communications Task Team,
and Santa Ana Water Project Authority. During
his tenure on the Water District Board of Di-
rectors, Irv played a key role in the develop-
ment of the revolutionary Groundwater Re-
plenishment System, a project that has been
recognized with numerous national and inter-
national awards.

Irv has served as chairman of the Orange
County Solid and Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Advisory Committee; president of Or-
ange County Division of the League of Cali-
fornia Cities, and member the Anaheim Union
High School District Board of Trustees, Ana-
heim’s Parks and Recreation Commission, the
Anaheim Public Library Board, the Transpor-
tation Corridor Agencies, Southern California
Regional Rail Authority, and the Southern
California Air Quality Management District
Inter-Agency Implementation Company.

Other goverment agencies with which Irv
has worked include the Los Angeles/San
Diego Rail Corridor Committee, Orange Coun-
ty Cities Airport Authority, Southern California
Association of Governments, Foothill/Eastern
Transportation Corridor Agency, and Metrolink
Joint Committee, and he also supports Acacia
Adult Day Care, Alzheimer's Foundation, the
Anaheim Family YMCA, the Anaheim Boys
and Girls Clubs, and Anaheim Arts Council.

It is clear that Irv Pickler has maintained a
firm devotion to public service throughout his
life. As he embarks upon his 90th year, |
would like to recognize his achievements and
thank him for his dedication.

———

HONORING MR. J.D. LINDSEY

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask you to join me in honoring Mr. J.D.
Lindsey of Tift County, GA. Mr. Lindsey is a
U.S. Marine and a decorated World War Il
Veteran. He received the Purple Heart for
wounds suffered while serving our Nation on
active duty. Since his discharge from the Ma-
rine Corps, he has worked tirelessly for vet-
erans’ causes and issues. He was responsible
for obtaining the DAV van that is used to
transport veterans to their medical appoint-
ments at the VAMC facility in Dublin, GA each
week. He uses his personal funds to see that
the van continues to run each week without
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interruption. When necessary, he has also
used his personal vehicle to ensure that every
veteran in need makes it to his or her appoint-
ments. He has unselfishly given of his time
and money to not only serve our Nation while
on active duty, but has remained committed to
caring for his fellow veterans and their families
all over the Tift area. Any number of citizens
of Tifton have benefited greatly from his kind-
ness and benevolence.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me today in
honoring Mr. J.D. Lindsey for his unwavering
commitment and service to our country and
our community.

REAFFIRMING COMMITMENT TO
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
express my strong support for H. Res. 268, re-
affirming America’s support for direct Pales-
tinian-Israeli negotiations as the best means to
settle the conflict and the only path to state-
hood for the Palestinians.

A Palestinian state created in the middle of
this conflict would be a state created to make
war.

Nothing would be more dangerous or more
unworkable than for the Palestinians to gain
the status of statehood without at the same
time taking on the duties of a responsible
state—namely, a commitment to peace with its
neighbors and basic rights for all of its citi-
zens.

The United Nations—a body established as
a place of peace—should not create a state
that is committed to destroying its neighbor.
And, until the Palestinians agree to recognize
Israel’s right to exist and disarm the terrorists,
there is no chance that a Palestinian state
would be committed to peaceful co-existence
with its neighbor.

This resolution is a simple, basic, common-
sense restatement of the clear fact that the
dispute between the Palestinians and the
Israelis cannot be resolved unilaterally; it can-
not be resolved by UN fiat; it cannot be re-
solved by outside forces; it cannot be resolved
if the Palestinians refuse to recognize Israel
as a Jewish state; it cannot be resolved if Pal-
estinians refuse to forswear terrorism against
Israel and take actions to dismantle their ter-
rorist infrastructure; it cannot be resolved if the
Palestinians continue to set preconditions for
coming to the bargaining table; and, it cannot
be resolved unless all members of the Pales-
tinian unity government agree to abide by pre-
vious agreements with the United States and
Israel.

This conflict can only be resolved by both
parties sitting down at a table and hammering
out an agreement on the basic issues that di-
vide them.

The Palestinians must understand that they
will only have a state once they make peace
with Israel.

| hope the United States would make clear
its intention to veto any unilateral declaration
of statehood at the United Nations and to pe-
nalize the Palestinians if they are foolhardy
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enough to pursue a path that will only lead to
more conflict and bloodshed.

That's why | strongly urge my colleagues to
join me in voting for H. Res. 268 and in op-
posing the Palestinians’ dangerous and des-
perate effort to obtain an empty declaration of
statehood without peace at the United Na-
tions.

HONORING REVEREND GEORGE
LEE JOHNSON

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
my colleagues, Mr. NUNES and Mr. COSTA, to
acknowledge and honor the life of a beloved
leader in the Fresno Community, Reverend
George Lee Johnson, and to recognize his
tireless work as the Senior Pastor of Peoples
Church. Ministering to thousands, Reverend
Johnson earned the respect of fellow clergy
and civic leaders alike.

The son of a Baptist minister, George Lee
Johnson, or G.L. as he came to be known,
grew up in Houston. He moved to Fresno in
1961 to work as the Associate General Direc-
tor of the Latin American Orphanage. That
same year, Reverend Johnson and his wife,
Jackie, joined the then small Peoples Church.
In 1963, Reverend Johnson became the Pas-
tor of Peoples Church at the age 37.

Reverend Johnson’s commitment to his faith
and the congregation of Peoples Church re-
sulted in significant growth of the organization.
His uplifting messages of hope and faith ap-
pealed to many worshipers. In 1978, Peoples
Church moved to a sanctuary with capacity of
more than 2,000 people, allowing over 5,000
people to attend numerous different services
on Sunday. With an ever-increasing following,
Peoples Church attracted a mix of civic lead-
ers. Moreover, Reverend Johnson’s hard work
and service were influential in the community
of Fresno. He organized the Pastor's Prayer
Summit in Oakhurst, where over 45 clergy
members met to pray for guidance for civic
leaders in combating Fresno’s crime rate and
resolving socioeconomic problems. The suc-
cess of this event inspired Reverend Johnson
to organize a weekly Citywide Pastors Prayer
Meeting which began in 1993 and still takes
place today. In 2001, the Reverend was in-
strumental in bringing the Central Valley Billy
Graham Crusade to Bulldog Stadium, an
event which united more than 200,000 people.

Reverend G.L. Johnson retired from Peo-
ples Church in 2008 after 45 years of service
as the Senior Pastor. However, his retirement
from the church did not mark the end of his
ministry. Reverend Johnson continued to sup-
port the church and lend his wisdom and
knowledge to the many Fresno residents who
looked to him for guidance. He also traveled
throughout the world, teaching at various reli-
gious conferences. After a brave battle with
cancer, Reverend George Lee Johnson
passed away surrounded by his loving family
at the age of 83.

Mr. Speaker, please join Mr. NUNES, Mr.
CosTA, and | in honoring Reverend George
Lee Johnson for his unwavering leadership,
and recognizing his accomplishments and
contributions as Pastor of Peoples Church.
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The life of Reverend George Lee Johnson
serves as an example of excellence to those
in our community, and his legacy will not be
soon forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall
vote No. 498 on July 6, 2011, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

INTRODUCING THE AMERICAN
TRAVELER DIGNITY ACT OF 2011

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, today | introduce
legislation to protect Americans from physical
and emotional abuse by Federal Transpor-
tation Security Administration employees con-
ducting screenings at the nation’s airports.
Year after year the TSA seems more bellig-
erent toward Americans simply seeking to
travel within their own country—a most basic
of our fundamental rights—and sadly Ameri-
cans are just expected to shut up and take it.
We should not have to shut up and take it.

Many Americans continue to fool them-
selves into accepting TSA abuses by saying “I
don’t mind giving up my freedoms for secu-
rity.” In fact, they are giving up their liberties
and not receiving security in return. Time and
time again we see the revolting pictures of
Federal screeners with their hands down the
pants of children while parents watch help-
lessly in agony. We see elderly or disabled
Americans being forced to endure all manner
of indignity. At the same time, we repeatedly
hear of passengers who seem to check all the
boxes marked “suspicious activity” slipping
through unencumbered. Just recently we read
of a Nigerian immigrant breezing through TSA
security checks to board a flight from New
York to LA—with a stolen, expired boarding
pass and an out-of-date student ID as his sole
identification. We should not be surprised to
find government ineptitude and indifference at
the TSA, however.

What we ultimately need is real privatization
of security, but not phony privatization with the
same TSA screeners in private security firm
uniforms still operating under the “guidance”
of the Federal Government. Real security will
be achieved when the airlines are once again
in charge of protecting their property and their
passengers.

To move us in that direction, | am today in-
troducing the American Traveler Dignity Act,
which establishes that any Federal employee
or agency or any individual or entity that re-
ceives Federal funds is not immune from any
U.S. law regarding physical contact with an-
other person, making images of another per-
son, or causing physical harm through the use
of radiation-emitting machinery on another
person. It means they are not above laws the
rest of us must obey. As we continue to see
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more and more outrageous stories of TSA
abuses and failures, | hope that my colleagues
in the House will listen to their constituents
and join with me to support this legislation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 24, | was delayed in leaving the Medal of
Honor Recognition Ceremony for Staff Ser-
geant Salvatore Guinta and was unable to
reach the floor to cast my vote before the vote
was closed. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no.”

———————

ANOTHER UNFOLDING TRAGEDY
IN SUDAN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit an article
which recently ran in the BBC regarding the
unfolding tragedy in Sudan.

On the eve of the birth of a new nation in
South Sudan, Khartoum is once again perpe-
trating acts of violence against its own peo-
ple—this time in Southern Kordofan.

First-hand accounts emerging from the re-
gion are chilling . . . door to door executions,
reportedly based on ethnicity and political af-
filiation; Antonov bombers leaving a trail of
devastation in their wake, mass displacement.

The world says, “never again,” and yet in
the face of mounting atrocities, where is the
outrage?

[From BBC News, June 23, 2011]
SUDAN’S SOUTH KORDOFAN: ‘‘BOMBINGS,
BLOOD AND TERROR”’

More than 70,000 people are said to have
fled violence in Sudan’s South Kordofan
state, where the government says it is dis-
arming rebels. The region borders South
Sudan, a largely Christian and animist re-
gion, which is due to gain independence from
the mostly Arabic-speaking, Muslim north
on 9 July.

There is concern about the humanitarian
crisis and the alleged atrocities being com-
mitted. The area has effectively been cut off
by the military and not much has been heard
from people in the area. One aid worker who
has just left the region told the BBC’s Will
Ross about his experiences:

It is terrifying. The civilians try to hide
but generally they run in panic and hence,
sadly, there are many casualties who die be-
cause of shrapnel. There are bombings and
shellings every day in different areas.

There is a plane called an Antonov which
circles high in the sky and keeps coming
over. Then there is the whistle of the bombs
as they fall. You have a few seconds to run
but you do not know if it is going to fall on
you or not. The sounds of the explosions are
huge and sometimes the craters they leave
are five or six metres across.

Burning hot pieces of jagged metal, the
shrapnel, go flying across the air and if you
are not below the surface in a hole or a dug-
out you are at huge risk.

BLOOD AND FLIES

Then there are the MiGs [planes] which

come in very, very fast and low. These fire
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