July 7, 2011
HONORING GILBERT TREVINO

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the late Gilbert Trevino, a soldier
and researcher who dedicated nearly 30 years
of his life to the United States Marines both on
the field and in the lab.

A Laredo native, Mr. Trevino moved to Col-
lege Station in 1942 to attend Texas A&M Uni-
versity. His scholarly pursuits were placed on
hold when the United States plunged into
World War Il. He joined the United States Ma-
rine Corps in 1944 and witnessed the perils of
war at the Battle of Iwo Jima, a battle, on
which he wrote in his 2006 memoir. After serv-
ing our country, Mr. Trevifo returned to school
in 1947 to complete a professional veterinary
degree and later received a Master’s at Texas
A&M University and Ph.D. from Michigan
State University.

Mr. Trevino met Chris, who would eventually
become his wife, while he was working in
Washington, DC. The couple was together just
under a year when he received word he was
to be stationed in Japan. The pair planned
their wedding in just eight days and moved to
Japan, where their two children were born.

Mr. Trevino served in Michigan, Maryland,
and Kentucky as an advisor to the Surgeon
General for the Department of Agriculture be-
fore returning to College Station to teach at
his alma mater. He spent his career in class-
rooms and military research labs, where his
scientific investigations contributed to a vac-
cine for rabies. Mr. Trevino’s devotion to edu-
cation provided a source of inspiration for the
younger generations of his family; his children,
Elisa and Steven, as well as his nieces and
nephews, all took note of his accomplishments
and many pursued postsecondary education
as a result.

Mr. & Mrs. Trevino moved back to Laredo
after he retired from the university in 1981
where he remained active in the Laredo vet-
erans’ community. He raised funds and ac-
companied the city’s Gold Star mothers to
Washington, DC to visit the Vietnam Memorial
after its completion in 1982. When the Laredo
Animal Clinic veterinarian was unavailable, Mr.
Trevifo happily performed examinations and
conducted surgeries in his absence. He was a
man of integrity and determination, and did
whatever he could to help others.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored and privileged to
have the opportunity to recognize the late Gil-
bert Trevino. He is no longer with us, but his
contributions to his country, profession, and
community will live on. Thank you.

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT FIRST
CLASS JOSE WEEKS, RECIPIENT
OF THE 2010 GRUBER AWARD

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Sergeant 1st Class
Jose Weeks of the 4th Brigade, 2nd Infantry
Division for earning the 2010 Gruber Award as
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the best field artilleryman in the United States
Army.

The Gruber Award was established in 2002
to recognize the outstanding individuals who
represent excellence among field artillerymen.

Sergeant Jose Weeks dedicates himself to
strengthening his unit by training them to be
prepared for any situation. On July 14, 2010,
when his convoy came under attack, an im-
provised explosive device struck the lead vehi-
cle in his patrol. One of the soldiers in the pa-
trol was severely injured by shrapnel. By the
time the medic arrived, the soldiers inside the
damaged vehicle had already begun emer-
gency care and had applied a tourniquet to
the wounded soldier’'s leg—a practice in which
Weeks had repeatedly drilled his crew. Their
rapid response saved the soldier's life and
demonstrated Weeks’'s effectiveness as a
trainer. Saving the life of another soldier
through effective emergency training merits
Weeks receiving the Gruber award.

Weeks’s Battalion Commander, Lieutenant
Colonel Terrence Braley, confirmed, “Sergeant
First Class Weeks is an adaptable, flexible
leader and a master artilleryman. . . . He can
move from doing his core competencies to fir-
ing battery platoon sergeant . .. to con-
ducting crew drills [to] IED patrol without skip-
ping a beat.”

Jose Weeks is an exemplary soldier who is
highly deserving of this award. It is an honor
to recognize him for his leadership and com-
mitment to serving in the United States Army.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues in the
House of Representatives please join me in
congratulating Sergeant 1st Class Jose Weeks
on receiving the Gruber Award as the best
field artilleryman in the United States Army.

———

IN HONOR OF HE. FATHER
MIGUEL D’ESCOTO BROCKMANN’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINA-
TION TO THE PRIESTHOOD

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the 50th anniversary of H.E. Father
Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann’s ordination to the
priesthood. Father d’Escoto has dedicated his
life and ministry to peace, social justice, and
solidarity.

Father d’Escoto was born in 1933 in Los
Angeles, California, but spent a majority of his
childhood in Nicaragua. After returning to the
United States, he began studying at the
Catholic seminary at Maryknoll in 1953. In
1961, Father d’Escoto Brockmann was or-
dained a priest of the Maryknoll Missionaries.
Father d’Escoto earned his Master's of
Science from Columbia University’s School of
Journalism in 1962.

Father d’Escoto has focused his ministry on
helping the poor and disadvantaged popu-
lations of the world. In 1963, Father d’Escoto
founded the National Institute of Research and
Population Action in Chile. Through this orga-
nization, he sought to empower impoverished
populations living in slum neighborhoods
through community action in defense of labor
rights. In 1970, while serving as Maryknoll’s
Social Communications Department, Father
d’Escoto founded Orbis Books, the publishing
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arm of Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers. Orbis
quickly became a leader in religious pub-
lishing, offering works on spirituality, theology,
and current affairs, often from a Third World
perspective. In the aftermath of a 1972 earth-
quake that devastated the capital city of Ma-
nagua, Nicaragua, Father Brockmann mobi-
lized assistance for the victims and estab-
lished the Nicaraguan Foundation for Integral
Community Development.

As a veteran statesman and political leader,
Father d’Escoto served as the Republic of
Nicaragua’s Minister for Foreign Affairs from
July 1979 until April 1990. During his tenure,
he played a key role in the Contadora and
Esquipulas peace processes to end internal
armed conflicts in Central America in the
1980s. He was later elected as President of
the 63rd Session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, and served in this role from
September 2008 to September 2009. Father
d’Escoto is currently a member of the UN
Human Rights Council Advisory Committee.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the 50th anniversary of H.E. Fa-
ther Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann’s ordination
to the priesthood and his significant contribu-
tions to the global community.

——

RECOGNITION OF THE 250TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TOWN OF
GREAT BARRINGTON, MASSA-
CHUSETTS

HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 250th anniversary of the found-
ing of the town of Great Barrington, Massa-
chusetts, including the village of Housatonic.
The town was incorporated by the colonial
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, Sir Francis Bernard, on June 30, 1761.
Nestled in the Berkshire Hills, Great Bar-
rington features natural resources such as
Monument Mountain, Lake Mansfield, and the
scenic Housatonic River. It is the town that
saw the first open resistance to British rule in
1774, Henry Knox’s cannon caravan passing
through to Fort Ticonderoga in 1776, and pro-
vided a distinguished roster of military per-
sonnel to every major conflict in which Amer-
ica has participated.

Great Barrington has also been the home of
poet and journalist William Cullen Bryant, in-
ventor William Stanley—who first lit the streets
of Great Barrington—and inventor Marcus
Rogers. Elizabeth Freeman, who successfully
sued for her freedom from slavery in 1781,
Laura Ingersoll Secord, the Canadian heroine
of the War of 1812, Anson Jones, the last
president of the Republic of Texas and James
Weldon Johnson, the co-writer of the Negro
National Anthem all resided in Great Bar-
rington. W.E.B. Dubois, distinguished writer,
editor, sociologist and activist, graduated from
Searles High School in Great Barrington as
valedictorian before embarking upon a lifetime
of achievement that included the founding of
the Niagara Movement, the precursor to the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored Persons. The citizens of Great Bar-
rington stand as an example of what hard
work and resolve can accomplish.
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The town of Great Barrington is also the
center of many historical, commercial and cul-
tural resources, including the Mason Library in
Great Barrington and Ramsdell Library in
Housatonic, the Mahaiwe Performing Arts
Center, the Captain Truman Wheeler House,
the Dwight-Henderson House, and the famed
Newsboy Statue. With its scenic natural re-
sources, Great Barrington has become the
summer vacation destination of thousands and
continues to be a vibrant and charming com-
munity.

On the occasion of the 250th anniversary of
the town of Great Barrington, Massachusetts,
| congratulate its citizens and praise their dedi-
cation and perseverance throughout the
town’s history. | look forward with enthusiastic
support as we continue to work together for a
prosperous future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall
vote No. 499 on July 6, 2011, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

———————

ON THE OCCASION OF THE TWEN-
TY-NINTH ANNUAL METRO DE-
TROIT YOUTH DAY

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to rise today to recognize the orga-
nizers, supporters and participants of the
twenty-ninth annual Metro Detroit Youth Day.

While Metro Detroit Youth Day has many
leaders, organizers, participants and sup-
porters which make it possible, one man, Mr.
Ed Deeb, stands at the foundation of this
great youth empowering event. When asked
by the Mayor of Detroit to rise to the challenge
of overcoming divisions to create a stronger
community, Ed answered, rallying the busi-
ness community to work with Detroit youth to
overcome the divide between business and
youth. From this work, Youth Day was born as
an event which calmed tensions through dia-
logue between Detroit business owners and
the youth. Under Ed’s leadership as chairman
and coordinator of Youth Day, it has continued
to grow and evolve into an event focused on
nurturing the great potential of our youth in the
City of Detroit.

Part of Youth Days’ evolution included ex-
panding its impact on participants, supporters
and volunteers. As part of this expansion,
Youth Day began to focus on providing youth
with guidance, mentoring, substance abuse
prevention and motivational activities designed
to allow them to channel their creativity and
ideas into positive outcomes. As part of this
empowerment, Youth Day began awarding
participants with scholarships for youth that
displayed outstanding citizenship, leadership
and service. With over seven hundred scholar-
ships awarded since 1991, Youth Day has un-
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doubtedly provided many Metro Detroit young
adults with the opportunity to pursue higher
education and more fully realize their potential.

The success of Ed’s vision speaks for itself,
with Youth Day having become a tradition for
the Metro Detroit community. Since its incep-
tion so many years ago, Youth Day has grown
from twelve hundred participants to over thirty-
seven thousand annually, with more than
seven hundred thousand youth participants
throughout its history. Of equal importance are
the more than fifteen hundred annual volun-
teers who come from over six hundred com-
munity organizations and businesses who su-
pervise sports clinics, games, contests and
many other activities that are a part of this
daylong event. For its impact, Youth Day has
been awarded numerous accolades including
a Point of Light award from President George
H.W. Bush and the Michigan Governor's
award for Physical Fitness.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the twenty-ninth annual Metro
Detroit Youth Day and recognizing the orga-
nizers, supporters, volunteers and participants
for working together to build a stronger future
for Michigan youth in Metro Detroit.

————

IN HONOR OF ANNE FEENEY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 7, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Anne Feeney on the occasion of her
60th birthday. Anne is an exceptional person
and a longtime political activist and musician.
She has been called a “union maid and hell
raiser” and has actively fought for social jus-
tice over the past four decades.

Anne was born in Charleroi, Pennsylvania
on July 1, 1951. From an early age Anne’s
two great passions were politics and music.
She was greatly influenced by the Vietnam
War, the Civil Rights Movement, and her
grandfather,  William P. Feeney, a
mineworkers’ organizer and violinist.

Anne graduated from Fontbonne Academy
in 1968. She spent the next year saving
money until she had enough to purchase a
Martin D-28 guitar in 1969. Anne played this
guitar for over forty years at political rallies
and festivals around the world until she re-
cently retired it from use.

By 1972 Anne had co-founded the Pitts-
burgh Action Against Rape, which still pro-
vides services to rape victims in the Pittsburgh
area. She graduated from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1974 and the University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law in 1978. She worked as
a trial attorney for twelve years and served as
president of the Pittsburgh Musicians’ Union
from 1997-1998. To date, Anne is the only
woman elected to this prestigious position. Her
political activism continues to this day. Cur-
rently, Anne is a member of the Industrial
Workers of the World and the American Fed-
eration of Musicians.

Since 1991, Anne has toured around the
world playing her music and participating in
labor and political rallies. She has released
several albums and her music has been cov-
ered by the band Peter, Paul, and Mary. Anne
is a proud mother of two, a gifted musician,
and a renowned political activist.
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Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in extending warm wishes to Anne Feeney on
her 60th birthday.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes:

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Chair, | urge Members to
support an amendment to the Fiscal Year
2012 Department of Defense Appropriations
Act (H.R. 2219) to restore funding for the Gulf
War lliness Research Program (GWIRP) of
the Congressionally Directed Medical Re-
search Programs (CDMRP).

The FY2012 Defense Appropriations bill, as
passed by the Committee, cut many CDMRP
programs by 20%. The amendment offered
would restore $3.6 million to the GWIRP,
bringing funding for the program back to
FY2008 levels.

This program has made dramatic progress
during the past year and deserves additional
funding.

In a landmark Gulf War and Health report,
the Institute of Medicine (IOM) has recognized
that the chronic multi-symptom iliness affecting
250,000 Gulf War veterans is a serious dis-
ease—not caused by psychiatric illness—that
also affects other U.S. military forces, and
called for a major national research effort to
identify treatments. The scientific community
has responded with a dramatic increase in the
quality and quantity of proposals submitted to
GWIRP. Most encouraging, GWIRP-funded re-
searchers have completed the first successful
pilot study of a medication to treat one of the
major symptoms of Gulf War illness.

This effective small program demonstrably
merits continuation and expansion, even in a
time of fiscal austerity. As stated by the Insti-
tute of Medicine Chair, Dr. Stephen Hauser, it
is “vital to the health and effectiveness of cur-
rent and future military forces, in addition to
Gulf War veterans.”

The GWIRP is the only national program
studying this issue. It is a competitive peer-re-
viewed program open to any doctor or sci-
entist on a competitive basis. By contrast, Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) research programs are only
open to VA doctors, few of whom have exper-
tise in chronic multi-symptom illness. To effec-
tively address a difficult and specialized prob-
lem like this, it is necessary to enlist the entire
medical scientific community.

Most importantly, it is working. GWIRP-fund-
ed researchers at the University of California,
San Diego, will reported in June on the first
successful medication treatment study in the
history of Gulf War illness research. The study
showed that the supplement CoQ10 produced
significant improvement in one of the most se-
rious symptoms of Gulf War illness, fatigue
with exertion. It is not a cure, and the study
needs to be replicated in a larger group, but
the result is extremely encouraging.
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