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the Gallup company, 91 percent of the Amer-
ican people oppose forcing Americans to ob-
tain a universal health ID.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | once again call
on my colleagues to join me in putting an end
to the federal government’s unconstitutional
use of national identifiers to monitor the ac-
tions of private citizens. National identifiers
threaten all Americans by exposing them to
the threat of identity theft by private criminals
and abuse of their liberties by public criminals,
while diverting valuable law enforcement re-
sources away from addressing real threats to
public safety. In addition, national identifiers
are incompatible with a limited, constitutional
government. |, therefore, hope my colleagues
will join my efforts to protect the freedom of
their constituents by supporting the Identity
Theft Prevention Act.

———

INTRODUCTION STATEMENT: H.R.
40 THE COMMISSION TO STUDY
REPARATION PROPOSALS FOR
AFRICAN-AMERICANS ACT

HON. JOHN CONYERS, Jr.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 5, 2011

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to re-introduce H.R. 40, the Commission to
Study Reparations Proposals for African-
Americans Act. Since | first introduced H.R. 40
in 1989, we have made substantial progress in
elevating this issue in the national conscious-
ness. Through legislation, state and local reso-
lutions and litigation, we are moving closer to
a full dialogue on the role of slavery in building
this country.

At this time, however, | must acknowledge
the passing of a major voice in the reparations
debate, Dr. Ronald Walters. From his position
in the academy—Professor at the University of
Maryland and head of its African American
Leadership Institute—Dr. Walters led the de-
bate on reparation that touched both the
grassroots and scholarly communities. His
wisdom and clarity will be missed, but never
forgotten.

As evidenced by recent events, the sin of
slavery is one that continues to weigh heavily
upon us. Following the lead of other churches,
the Episcopal Church formally apologized for
its role in slavery on October 4, 2008. Florida
became the sixth state to apologize for slavery
on March 26, 2008, following Virginia, Mary-
land, North Carolina, Alabama and New Jer-
sey. During the internationally renowned
Sundance Film Festival, Traces of the Trade,
a documentary in which descendants of the
largest U.S. slave trading family confront this
painful history, screened in January of 2008.

In the 110th Congress, the House passed a
slavery apology bill on July 29, 2008, in which
the House issued a formal apology for slavery.
The Senate followed on July 18, 2009, with
the passage of S. Con. Res. 26 which was
sponsored by Tom Harkin of lowa. Moreover,
in recognition of the 200th anniversary of the
abolition of the transatlantic slave trade on
January 1, 1808, both the House and Senate
passed legislation creating a commemoration
commission, which was signed into law on
February 5, 2008, and is currently awaiting
funding. | believe that such Federal efforts are
significant steps toward proper acknowledg-
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ment and understanding of slavery and its im-
plications, but our responsibilities on this mat-
ter are even greater.

The establishment a commission to study
the institution of slavery in the United States,
as well as its consequences that reach into
modern day society, is our responsibility. This
concept of a commission to address historical
wrongs is not unprecedented. In fact, in recent
Congresses, commission bills have been put
forward.

In 1983, a Presidential Commission deter-
mined that the internment of Japanese Ameri-
cans during World War Il was racist and inhu-
mane, and as a result, the 1988 Civil Liberties
Act provided redress for those injured by the
internment. However, the internment of Japa-
nese Latin Americans in the United States
during World War Il was not examined by the
Commission, resulting in legislation calling for
a commission to examine this oversight. Leg-
islation establishing a commission to review
the injustices suffered by European Ameri-
cans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish
refugees during World War 1l has also been
proposed.

H.R. 40 is no different than these other
commission bills. H.R. 40 establishes a com-
mission to examine the institution of slavery
and its legacy, like racial disparities in edu-
cation, housing, and healthcare. Following this
examination, the commission would rec-
ommend appropriate remedies to Congress,
and as | have indicated before, remedies does
not equate to monetary compensation.

In the 110th Congress, | convened the first
Congressional hearing on H.R. 40. With wit-
nesses that included Professor Charles
Ogletree, Episcopal Bishop M. Thomas Shaw,
and Detroit City Councilwoman JoAnn Wat-
son, we began a formal dialogue on the leg-
acy of the transatlantic slave trade. This Con-
gress, | look forward to continuing this con-
versation so that our Nation can better under-
stand this part of our history.

Attempts to eradicate today’s racial discrimi-
nation and disparities will be successful when
we understand the past’s racial injustices and
inequities. A commission can take us into this
dark past and bring us into a brighter future.
As in years past, | welcome open and con-
structive discourse on H.R. 40 and the cre-
ation of this commission in the 112th Con-
gress.

——
INTRODUCTION OF A 3-PART BAL-
ANCED BUDGET CONSTITU-

TIONAL AMENDMENT
HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 5, 2011

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to re-
introduce legislation that will amend the United
States Constitution to force Congress to rein
in spending by balancing the federal budget.

We have a spending addiction in Wash-
ington, D.C., and it has proven to be an addic-
tion that Congress cannot control on its own
and which is bringing dire consequences. We
have gone in a few short years from a deficit
of billions of dollars to a deficit of trillions of
dollars. We are printing money at an unprece-
dented pace, which presents serious risks of
massive inflation. Our national debt recently
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surpassed an astonishing $14 trillion and con-
tinues to rapidly increase, along with the
waste associated with paying the interest on
that debt.

Our first Secretary of State, Thomas Jeffer-
son, warned of the consequences of out-of-
control debt when he wrote: “To preserve [the]
independence [of the people,] we must not let
our rulers load us with perpetual debt. We
must make our election between economy and
liberty, or profusion and servitude.” Unfortu-
nately, it increasingly appears that Congress
has chosen the latter path.

Our current Secretary of State, Hillary Clin-
ton, issued a similar warning when she re-
cently declared: “I think that our rising debt
levels [sic] poses a national security threat,
and it poses a national security threat in two
ways. It undermines our capacity to act in our
own interest, and it does constrain us where
constraint may be undesirable. And it also
sends a message of weakness internation-
ally.” Despite these warnings, Congress has
refused to address this crisis.

Congress’ spending addiction is not a par-
tisan one. It reaches across the aisle and af-
flicts both parties, which is why neither party
has been able to master it. We need outside
help. We need pressure from outside Con-
gress to force us to rein in this out-of-control
behavior. We need a balanced budget amend-
ment to our Constitution.

That is why | am introducing this legislation,
which is a common sense, 3-part balanced
budget Constitutional amendment. This bill
would (1) amend the Constitution to require
that total spending for any fiscal year not ex-
ceed total receipts; (2) require that bills to
raise revenues pass each House of Congress
by a 3/5 majority; and (3) establish an annual
spending cap such that total federal spending
could not exceed 1/5 of the economic output
of the United States.

The bill would also require a 3/5 majority
vote for any increases in the debt limit.

The legislation provides an exception in
times of war and during military conflicts that
pose imminent and serious military threats to
national security.

Our federal government must be lean, effi-
cient and responsible with the dollars that our
nation’s citizens worked so hard to earn. We
must work to both eliminate every cent of
waste and squeeze every cent of value out of
each dollar our citizens entrust to us. Families
all across our nation understand what it
means to make tough decisions each day
about what they can and cannot afford and
government officials should be required to ex-
ercise similar restraint when spending the
hard-earned dollars of our nation’s citizens.

By amending the Constitution to require a
balanced budget, establish measurable spend-
ing limits, and make it harder to raise taxes,
we can force the Congress to control spend-
ing, paving the way for a return to surpluses
and ultimately paying down the national debt,
rather than allow big spenders to lead us fur-
ther down the road of chronic deficits and in
doing so leave our children and grandchildren
saddled with debt that is not their own.

49 out of 50 states have a balanced budget
requirement, and it is time that the federal
government had one too.

Our nation faces many difficult decisions in
the coming years, and Congress will face
great pressure to spend beyond its means
rather than to make the difficult decisions
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about spending priorities. Unless Congress is
forced to make the decisions necessary to
create a balanced budget, it will always have
the all-too-tempting option of shirking this re-
sponsibility. A Constitutional balanced budget

requirement, combined with the spending and
tax limitations in this legislation, will set our
nation’s fiscal policies on the right path. This
is a common sense approach to ensure that

Congress is bound by the same fiscal prin-
ciples that guide America’s families each day.

| urge support of this important legislation.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
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of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

January 5, 2011

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
January 6, 2011 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
JANUARY 7

9:30 a.m.
Budget
To hold hearings to examine the United
States economic outlook focusing on
challenges for the monetary and fiscal
policy.
SH-216
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