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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
COLONEL KEITH A. LANDRY

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the exemplary service of Colonel
Keith A. Landry. This month, Colonel Landry
will end his tenure as Commander of the Lou-
isville District of the Army Corps of Engineers
after establishing a record of service that has
helped strengthen and protect our community.
While he may be leaving Louisville, his service
and contributions will be visible for decades to
come.

Born in North Carolina and hailing from
Beaufort, South Carolina, Colonel Landry was
commissioned in the Corps of Engineers upon
graduation from the United States Military
Academy at West Point in 1985. From there,
he embarked on a career driven by his dedi-
cation to service and country that has taken
him around the world and back. After com-
pleting combat tours during both Operations
Desert Storm and Iragi Freedom, Colonel
Landry began his command in Louisville in
2008, leading the District’s significant engi-
neering achievements to include over a billion
dollars worth of military construction, the in-
spection of hundreds of miles of levee, and
operation and maintenance of reservoirs,
locks, and dams.

Since arriving in Louisville, Colonel Landry
has worked to ensure that “River City” is not
just our nickname, but a source of pride. His
committed leadership helped shepherd the
McAlpine Locks and Dam expansion project to
completion, ensuring that Louisville would con-
tinue to benefit from the billions of dollars of
cargo transported up and down the Ohio River
year after year. And thanks to his expertise
and guidance, the Ohio River has not had an
unexpected closure to commercial navigation
for more than a day during his command—an
extraordinary feat, given extreme weather and
flooding that we experienced during that time.

Through his 26 years of service to our na-
tion—and counting—Colonel Landry’s work
has not just helped improve our infrastructure
and safeguard our communities, but it has
contributed to our economy and the strength
of our nation. We in Louisville are grateful for
the time he has dedicated to our city, and will
surely miss his expertise, commitment, and
leadership.

| am proud to join all of our community in
thanking him for his outstanding service, dedi-
cation, hard work, and faithfulness to our na-
tion. And | urge all of my colleagues to join me
in wishing the best to a true public servant,
Colonel Keith Landry, and his family in this
next chapter of their lives.

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION ATU-
THORIZING THE LIMITED USE OF
FORCE IN SUPPORT OF THE
NATO MISSION IN LIBYA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to introduce legislation authorizing the lim-
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ited use of United States forces in support of
the NATO mission in Libya. This resolution is
a companion to a Senate joint resolution intro-
duced today by Senators JOHN KERRY, JOHN
McCAIN, BENJAMIN CARDIN, and RICHARD DUR-
BIN.

Since Libyan dictator Muammar Qaddafi re-
sponded to peaceful demonstrations by attack-
ing Libya’s own citizens, the United States has
been actively engaged with our international
allies in thwarting the ability of the Qaddafi re-
gime to visit violence, murder, and destruction
on the people of Libya. This past February,
the United States imposed economic sanc-
tions on Libya and froze the assets of its lead-
ership, promising to hold Qaddafi, his family,
and the government of Libya accountable for
its human rights abuses. Qaddafi responded
by increasing his assaults on civilians. As Lib-
yan forces approached the city of Benghazi, in
which Qaddafi vowed to show “no mercy” to
opposition forces which had captured the city,
the United Nations Security Council passed
Resolution 1793, mandating “all necessary
measures” to protect civilians in Libya, imple-
menting a “no-fly zone”, and enforcing an
arms embargo. On March 19, the United
States Armed Forces and our coalition part-
ners launched Operation Odyssey Dawn in an
effort to enforce the Security Council resolu-
tion. That mission has since come under
NATO command and is now called Operation
Unified Protector.

Mr. Speaker, there can be no question that
the United States is engaged in hostilities in
Libya. Our Armed Forces have assisted in
combat operations including providing intel-
ligence, aerial refueling, targeting, and other
aspects of NATO’s daily bombardment of Liby-
an forces loyal to Qaddafi. The President en-
gaged in these hostilities without an authoriza-
tion from Congress, and has anyway exceed-
ed the 60-day War Powers limitation on the
use of force without congressional consent. It
is high time that Congress asserts its authority
and engages proactively with the administra-
tion on this most serious question of war.

But the solution, Mr. Speaker, is not to sim-
ply cut off funds. Instead, Congress must limit
and closely monitor the President's commit-
ment of forces. This resolution authorizes the
use of force in Libya for one year from the
date of enactment, limiting the President’s
ability to engage our Armed Forces indefi-
nitely. This resolution bans the use of ground
forces and requires the President to contin-
ually report to Congress on the progress of
our military operations, the plans to achieve
our stated goals, and the changing situation
on the ground. We must also make an effort
to put Libya’s frozen assets to good use, re-
turning funds to the Libyan people and using
some of that money to offset the cost of
NATQ’s operations.

It is too late to debate whether we should
be involved or not: we already are. What we
must do is ensure that the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches are working in harmony to
maintain a military commitment that is limited
and brief, and that best serves the people of
Libya. | urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

June 21, 2011

DEDICATION OF N.C. VETERANS
PARK

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, today citizens
and communities all across the United States
join together to celebrate our nation’s 235th
birthday. In doing so, we rejoice in the mo-
ment, reflect on the past, and recommit our-
selves to a brighter future for our wonderful
nation.

One very special celebration is taking place
today in Fayetteville, North Carolina, that de-
serves the special recognition of the U.S. Con-
gress—the dedication of the North Carolina
Veterans Park.

Fayetteville, and all of North Carolina, have
a long and historic commitment to the men
and women who have protected our country’s
freedoms. From Cherry Point Air Station to
Charlotte Air National Guard, from Camp
Lejeune to U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Eliza-
beth City, from Fort Bragg and Pope Army Air
Field to New River Air Station and Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, from the Military
Ocean Terminal at Sunny Point to the Oak Is-
land and Wrightsville Beach Coast Guard Sta-
tions, North Carolina has opened its hearts
and hands to support those who have made
so many sacrifices and opportunities for all of
us.

Embracing the military and its veterans have
earned North Carolina the distinction as the
“most military friendly state” and home to one
of the largest percentages of veterans in
America. Ensuring that our veterans’ service
and sacrifice are never forgotten will be the
legacy of the North Carolina Veterans Park.

This multi-dimensional park will capture the
commitment, courage, and country-first atti-
tude that shines through the veterans of our
nation. And in doing so, it will be a legacy that
generations and generations can learn how
the actions of a few saved so many.

| want to share the words of our 16th Presi-
dent, Abraham Lincoln, who once said, “With
malice toward none, with charity for all, with
firmness in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we
are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care
for him who shall have borne the battle, and
for his widow and his orphan—to do all which
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.”

The North Carolina Veterans Park will be
another chapter in our state’s and nation’s ef-
forts to honor those who have served and
lived with great distinction.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, the North Carolina
Veterans Park storyline states:

From the soils of North Carolina,

You left your families and homes

With purpose to serve your country.

You are our veterans.

This is your place to reflect on and

Share your experiences.

To feel pride in your service,

Bond with fellow veterans, and heal.

Here, may you find your support and inspira-
tion

To live your lives today.

The people of North Carolina

Honor your service and welcome you home.
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TRIBUTE TO AL LIPSCOMB

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, June 18, 2011, the
people of Dallas, Texas and the United States
suffered a great loss with the passing of Al
Lipscomb. Al Lipscomb was a strong commu-
nity leader, businessman and a devoted public
servant. He was never afraid of controversy;
he was a true advocate for peace, racial jus-
tice, and social equality. He was 86 years old.

Mr. Lipscomb was born in East Dallas. He
was educated in the Dallas public schools, at-
tending Booker T. Washington High School
and graduating from Lincoln High. He joined
the Army Air Force in California with the mili-
tary police in 1943. He returned to Dallas in
1950, married and became the head waiter in
the executive dining room of the First National
Bank. He was reprimanded by his boss after
going to the courthouse to watch Thurgood
Marshall file a Dallas school desegregation
case.

In 1966, he became a neighborhood orga-
nizer for the Dallas Community Action Agency.
He was also an organizer for the Dallas chap-
ter of Dr. King’s Southern Christian Leadership
Conference.

Al Lipscomb is known for filing a
groundbreaking lawsuit that forced Dallas to
elect council members by individual districts.
He served on the city council for 15 years and
was the first black person to run for Dallas
mayor.

In 1972, Mr. Lipscomb opened the South
Dallas Information Center on Pennsylvania Av-
enue, where he handled a constant stream of
phone calls and questions from passersby
seeking assistance. The center was supported
by donations. He also kept a high profile by
making the rounds at public meetings, asking
tough questions, and offering suggestions.

In 1984, he was elected to the City Council
and became a vocal critic of the Dallas Police
Department’s treatment of minorities. And in
the late 1980s, Mr. Lipscomb and Ms. Diane
Ragsdale—the only black members of the
council—drew national media attention and
local death threats. Despite the hostilities to-
ward him, he remained both a critic and a
skeptic of the city he loved. “l see a great
change,” he said. “I see a great change, a
change for the better.”

Al was a man of great commitment. He pro-
vided tremendous support for me as a public
official. | am deeply grateful for his counsel,
support, assistance, and unquestionable trust-
ed friendship.

| remember him as being extremely affable,
charismatic, and passionate about the needs
of community. For all of us he was as one of
the most accessible elected officials, always
available to listen and reach out to us in ad-
dressing complex issues in a hands-on and
collaborative fashion.

Today, Texas’s 30th Congressional District
salutes and honors Al Lipscomb. We thank
Mr. Lipscomb’s wife, Lovie, his children, and
his grandchildren for sharing his exuberant
and compassionate spirit with us. His family
was always supportive and understanding of
his commitment. His fight for justice and
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equality should not, can not, and will not be
forgotten.

—————

HONORING NATHAN CHARLES
DARRAH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Nathan Charles
Darrah. Nathan is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 692,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Nathan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Nathan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Na-
than has contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project. Nathan reclaimed and
built over a mile of hiking trail around Lake
Jacomo in Jackson County, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Nathan Charles Darrah for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL DONALD C. WURSTER,
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of Lieutenant
General Donald C. Wurster upon his retire-
ment from the United States Air Force.

For over 38 years of service to our nation,
Lieutenant General Donald Wurster lived the
core values of Integrity First, Service before
Self, and Excellence in All We Do. On June
24, 2011 General Wurster relinquishes com-
mand of Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand and leaves behind a hallmark of accom-
plishments generated through his leadership
of some of America’s finest men and women.

Since his graduation from the United States
Air Force Academy, he has been a part of
some of the most dynamic changes in
airpower’s history. Along the way, General
Wourster’s vision and leadership helped usher
in some of the most unique warfighting capa-
bilities in the Air Force. From counter-insur-
gency leadership to building aviation programs
that provided national power any time, any
place, his legacy will remain one of steadfast
dedication.

As a tip-of-the-spear helicopter pilot, Gen-
eral Wurster amassed more than 4,000 flying
hours, including assignments in both rescue
and special operations. During his career, he
commanded special operations units at the
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squadron, group, wing, joint task force, sub-
unified command, and finally Air Force major
command level where he led over 16,000 per-
sonnel executing missions across the globe in
support of national interests and objectives.

Throughout his career, his wife Ronda has
been there every step of the way. For over the
three and a half decades, Ronda supported
her husband, their growing family, and the fel-
low men and women who have chosen to
wear the uniform as protectors of our nation’s
freedom. She has been there in times of cele-
bration for graduations, promotions, and unit
gatherings, as well as during the difficult times
when someone has been lost or injured in the
line of duty.

Let it be recognized that in a time of per-
sistent combat and other military operations,
the United States Air Force had the right guy,
in the right place, at the right time. Further-
more, his leadership and framework for suc-
cess has helped build a strong following of tal-
ented warriors ready to protect our nation.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored to congratulate Gen-
eral Wurster on his retirement. My wife Vicki
and | wish him and Ronda all the best for con-
tinued success.

———

AGE NOT AN ISSUE FOR
BASEBALL’S JACK McKEON

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, many senior citi-
zens who travel to Florida are doing so to
enjoy the retired life after years of working
while filling their days with hours spent on the
beach. Jack McKeon, from the Sixth District of
North Carolina, crushes this stereotype as he
begins his second term as manager of base-
ball’s Florida Marlins.

McKeon has the full support of his family to
leave his home in the town of Elon to return
to the world of professional baseball, a move
that makes him the second-oldest manager in
history. This calculated return comes with
pressure as McKeon led the Marlins to the
2003 World Series championship. His age is
sometimes criticized, but the 80-year-old

McKeon said, “l look at it this way—why
should experience get penalized? I've man-
aged since | was 14 years old. I'll probably

manage until I'm 95.”

Marlins president of baseball operations,
Larry Beinfest, said, “l's good to see
[McKeon] back. He never really left. We turn
to him to help us at a very difficult time.” The
Florida Marlins seem to be in need of McKeon
after a recent 10-game losing streak and the
resignation of former manager Edwin Rodri-
guez. McKeon is passionate and optimistic
about his return and has high hopes for the
coming season. “l don’t need this job,”
McKeon said, “but | love it.”

From one octogenarian to another, and on
behalf of the citizens of the Sixth District of
North Carolina, we congratulate Jack McKeon
on resuming his duties as manager of the
Florida Marlins and wish him the best of luck
for the remainder of this season and for how-
ever long he wishes to manage. We know that
whenever he retires for good, we are sure that
it will be in the Sixth District of North Carolina.
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