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In addition to holding a Master of Social
Work from Wayne State University and a
bachelor’'s degree in Education & Social Work
from Western Michigan University, Ms. Wat-
son completed the United Way of America/
Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Family Strength-
ening for Success Fellowship at Harvard Uni-
versity’s John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment in 2002. Ms. Watson’s experience in
academia also includes serving as a university
faculty member for undergraduate and grad-
uate students of Social Work while residing in
Tennessee.

During three decades of leadership experi-
ence in the nonprofit sector, Ms. Watson
served two Urban League affiliates located in
Nashville, Tennessee and the San Francisco
Bay Area. In her Urban League roles, she
managed job development, led training pro-
grams and coordinated job fairs serving thou-
sands of job seekers. Over the years, she has
helped over 7,000 job seekers in securing em-
ployment opportunities with roughly 100 em-
ployers.

In her most recent role as UWBA’s Chief
Community Investment Officer, Ms. Watson
managed grants, programs, volunteers, mar-
keting strategies, donor cultivation, collabo-
rative fundraising, fund distribution and com-
munity building across seven Bay Area coun-
ties.

As a member of UWBA’s senior manage-
ment team for the last 10 years, Ms. Watson
has been known as a fearless and effective
leader and mentor. She managed a $6 million
portfolio with a Community Investment Team
and Community Project staff, comprising over
20 members. And in 2002, she was voted the
esteemed UWBA Percy C. Moore Employee
of the Year by her colleagues.

The recipient of numerous honors and acco-
lades, Ms. Watson received the National Phi-
lanthropy Day Foundation Professional Award
co-sponsored by the Northern California Grant
Makers and Association of Fund Raising Ex-
ecutives in 2006. She was also recognized as
the 2006 San Francisco Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica’s Whitney M. Young Community Leader.

Ms. Watson’s dedication to improving the
lives of children, youth and families through
economic development is evident from her
countless community affiliations and activities.
Whether serving as a liaison to the United
Way World Wide Income Advisory Group, cre-
ating the Earn It! Keep It! Save It! Campaign,
EKS, to provide free tax preparation for eligi-
ble EITC tax filers, or serving as Board Presi-
dent of the Oakland Emiliano Zapata Street
Academy, Ms. Watson has donated her time
to lead bold initiatives for the benefit of her
community. She has truly created pathways
out of poverty.

On behalf of the residents of California’s 9th
Congressional District, Ms. Carole M. Watson,
| salute you for three decades of outstanding
service in assisting families to achieve finan-
cial stability and secure future success. | con-
gratulate and thank you for your unparalleled
service to our community. You have touched
many lives in profound ways throughout your
career, and we wish you and your family con-
tinued prosperity and happiness as you transi-
tion to this exciting new chapter of life.

A TRIBUTE TO FELICIA LEMONS
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Felicia Lemons.
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Felicia Lemons is a Human Rights Spe-
cialist for the New York City Commission on
Human rights. She spent her formative years
growing up in Linden Plaza, Brooklyn, New
York. Her family then moved to Cambria
Heights, Queens where she expanded upon
the value of family and love of community.
Both her parents, Hank and Sadie Lemons
emphasized the importance of education, so-
cial justice and helping one’s neighbor.

During a bible study meeting at the House
of the Lord Church in Brooklyn, the Rev. Dr.
Herbert Daughtry approached Felicia with an
opportunity to work in his outreach ministry.
He recruited her to advocate for formerly in-
carcerated women, as well as minister the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the community at
large. While under the mentorship of Pastor
Daughtry, she trained in all matters of social
justice, gender discrimination and serviced the
“least of these” in the neighborhood.

Also while in training, Felicia attended Long
Island University, Brooklyn Campus. Felicia
was on the Dean’s List for seven consecutive
semesters and is a member of the Alpha Chi
Honor Society. Graduating Magna Cum
Laude, she earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts
Degree.

From Long Island University under the ad-
vice of Pastor Daughtry and Rev. Dr. Syl
Shannon, National Convention Chaplain for
Alpha Phi Alpha, Felicia pursued a Masters in
Divinity Degree from Duke University. While
working on her Masters, she served
marginalized communities as a volunteer for
Center for community Help in Durham, North
Carolina.

Felicia returned to New York to work for
Commissioner Patricia Gatling at the NYC
Commission on Human Rights. Serving as a
Human Rights Specialist, she directs her tal-
ent and passion to educated and advocate for
people transitioning back into the community
from prison. In doing so, she works closely
with organizations such as Alpha School
Project in Brooklyn, Women’s Prison Associa-
tion, Young Women’s Leadership program of
August Martin High School, New York State
Division of Parole, as well as Community Liai-
son for the Commission on Human Rights.
From this work, she has coauthored “Turning
the Game Around,” a comprehensive resource
guide to Employment discrimination under the
Human Rights Law for returning citizens of in-
carceration who desire to have a successful
transition in New York City. Felicia continues
to persist in her work. She believes to leave
one person behind of a million under her
watch, is to lose the battle at large.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mrs.
Lemons for her extraordinary accomplish-
ments and her spirit which reflect the best our
nation has to offer.

——————

REINTRODUCTION OF THE HURRI-
CANE RESEARCH INITIATIVE ACT
OF 2011

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
June first marked the official start of the 2011
hurricane season. As we prepare for this up-
coming season, | am proud to reintroduce the
Hurricane Research Initiative Act of 2011.

| cannot help but recall the devastation left
in the wake of hurricanes that have hit my
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home State of Florida, such as Andrew, lvan,
Jeanne, and Katrina. These storms were
some of the worst any of us had ever seen.
We can all remember the haunting images of
our coastal communities from Florida to Lou-
isiana left in utter destruction. It is easy to pic-
ture the faces of those who were most af-
fected, and to remember the stories told by
survivors. Even today, the impact of these dis-
asters are still being felt in many communities
along the Gulf Coast region.

The damage from these storms affects us
all. Hurricane damage has cost our Nation an
average of $35.8 billion in economic losses
per year since 2001. Between 2002 and 2007,
we experienced over $180 billion in losses
due to hurricanes.

As a nation, we have been caught off-guard
by these storms. In the past, we were not
ready for the destructive forces that came our
way. We could not anticipate the extent to
which these storms would change our coastal
towns and cities. In short, we were unpre-
pared.

Looking back, it is easy to see why. In re-
cent years, we have allowed hurricane re-
search to lapse. It is a failure that must be ad-
dressed. Every year, we pay the price in envi-
ronmental damage, fiscal devastation, and
human lives.

More research must be done on these
storm systems. Therefore, | am proud to re-
introduce the Hurricane Research Initiative Act
of 2011, which authorizes critical hurricane re-
search funding to help our scientists study and
better understand how hurricanes form and in-
tensify, research that will help us prepare for
many hurricane seasons to come.

The legislation also provides for enhancing
early warning systems, infrastructure durability
standards, and severe weather tracking and
prediction capabilities. A National Infrastruc-
ture Database will be established under this
legislation in order to develop standards and
create public policy to better understand hurri-
canes and tropical storms.

This version of the bill also restores funding
to perform a necessary update to our Nation’s
Joint Polar Satellite System, funds that were
cut in the Republican budget for Fiscal Year
2011. The Continuing Resolution eliminated
the means to perform this necessary update.
Satellites are designed with a limited lifespan.
When the end of that lifespan is reached, our
ability to track severe weather systems such
as hurricanes and blizzards also ends. By re-
storing funding for the JPSS, this bill ensures
the continuation of our ability to forecast and
track severe weather systems before they
happen.

Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity to
close the gap in hurricane research funding.
Correcting this lack of scientific research is im-
perative and will help us to preserve our envi-
ronment, protect our property, and save lives.
| urge my colleagues to support this critically
important legislation.
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A TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER
BANKS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Christopher Banks.

Christopher Banks is the Executive Director
and CEO of the East New York United Con-
cerned Citizens, Inc. Born twenty-seven years
ago in Brooklyn, NY to immigrant parents from
Trinidad and Tobago, his first-hand witness to
the struggles of disenfranchised individuals in
his community greatly influenced his dedica-
tion to public service and advocacy.

Mr. Banks attended the New York City High
School for Leadership and Public Service, and
CUNY John Jay College of Criminal Justice
where he pursued a degree in political
science. He founded the East New York
United Concerned Citizens, Inc. making his
dream of creating a social service and non-
profit organization come true.

Over the past ten years, Mr. Banks has fo-
cused his advocacy on the areas of youth,
seniors, block associations and tenant asso-
ciations to provide services to the East New
York community. He has worked in partner-
ship with organizations such as NYC Citizens
Committee, East New York Development Cor-
poration, Linden Houses Tenant Association,
Emerald Green Tenants Association, The Jus-
tice Fund, The East New York Council for the
Aging, the National Association of Black Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Brooklyn
Club, and a host of other organizations.

Mr. Banks was appointed to Community
Board #5, serving as one of the youngest
members in the capacity of Executive Board
Member and Chair of the Transportation Com-
mittee. He also served as Co-Chair of the
Youth Services Committee, Co-Chair of the
Aging Committee and Public Safety Com-
mittee. He is currently President of his Block
Association, has previously served as Presi-
dent of the Black Business Professional Wom-
en’s Youth Club and as an Advisory Member
of the Pink House Cornerstone Program. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Banks has worked for organiza-
tions over the past eight years such as the
Italian American Civil Rights League and The
Federation of Multicultural Programs, and has
served as an Adolescent Services liaison for
the Youth Services Department. Mr. Banks is
a proud member of Changing Lives Christian
Center.

He is an innovative, charismatic and dy-
namic young man, on a mission to empower
and change the dynamics of his community
and the world at large.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall No. 439, the Kind Amendment to H.R.
2112, | voted “aye” when | intended to vote
“nay.”
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A TRIBUTE TO ALAN D. COHEN
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Alan D. Cohen.

Alan was born and raised in Brooklyn, New
York. He is one of four siblings and is a proud
graduate of the New York City school system.
He received his bachelor's degree from Brook-
lyn College and holds a master’s of Science,
Special Education from New York University.
He is a Cahn Fellow at Columbia University.

Alan has 34 years of educational experience
having filled many roles as a teacher, adminis-
trator and principal for the New York City De-
partment of Education. He is currently a Net-
work Leader providing support and supervision
for principals in 32 New York City schools and
prior to that completed seven years as prin-
cipal of P.S. 69 in the Bronx. In the past he
has had various responsibilities in the New
York City system, including teaching, men-
toring teachers and aspiring principals, high
school admissions and supervising student
support services. He also implemented a
Reggio Emilia inspired early childhood pro-
gram and spent time in ltaly studying as a
member of the North American Reggio Emilia
Alliance and International Association Friends
of Reggio Children.

Recently, he has spent his mummers as a
group leader at the Principal’'s Center Summer
Institute of the Harvard Graduate School of
Education. He also serves as an advisory
board member at the Principal’s Center. He is
also the recipient of the 2007 Time Warner
Principals of Excellence Award and the 2006
Outstanding Educator of the Year Award from
Education Update.

Alan’s focus is on enhancing a dynamic
child-centered curriculum, fostering profes-
sional development and creating a strong
sense of community. He will be returning to
his passion as a building principal in Sep-
tember, at the Portledge School in Locust Val-
ley, New York. Alan is the ideal educator to
build on the traditions and foundations and
has the professional background and the en-
thusiasm to establish Portledge as a leader in
early childhood and elementary education.

Alan looks forward to a long future of edu-
cating the children who will be our leaders of
tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mr.
Alan D. Cohen for his extraordinary accom-
plishments and his spirit which reflect the best
our nation has to offer.

————

RECOGNIZING 2011 APPOINTEES TO
THE UNITED STATES SERVICE
ACADEMIES

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize my 2011 appointees to the United States
Service Academies, an outstanding group of
young Washingtonians who have a combina-
tion of academic and athletic prowess, dedica-
tion, and leadership, as they leave their fami-
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lies to embark on their new lives in service to
the nation: William Westbrook Moore, Atticus
Lee Sawatzki, William Guy Merkle, and James
David Rice.

William Westbrook Moore is my appointee
to the United States Military Academy. He
graduated from the Potomac School, where he
was a varsity athlete and founder of the
school’s chess club. Atticus Lee Sawatzki de-
parts for the United States Merchant Marine
Academy. He is an alumnus of St. Anselm’s
Abby School, was a lifeguard for the D.C. De-
partment of Parks and Recreation and is an
active parishioner at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, K Street. William Guy Merkle, whom
| have twice had the pleasure of nominating to
the United States Air Force Academy, is an
alumnus of St. Anselm’s Abby School. Bill is
a thespian, crack shot, and an Elder in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
He returns to the Air Force Academy after
completing his two year mission for his church
in Japan. James David Rice leaves for the
United States Naval Academy Prep School.
He graduated from The Bullis School, where
he was both a varsity athlete and an honors
student.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these young men in advance for
their service, in wishing them success, and in
offering them the hearty congratulations of the
House of Representatives.

——

CONGRATULATING SOUTHERN
METHODIST UNIVERSITY PRESI-
DENT R. GERALD TURNER

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
Southern Methodist University (SMU) Presi-
dent R. Gerald Turner for receiving a quad-
rangle on the SMU Campus named in his
honor. This week current and former members
of the SMU board of trustees approved the
naming of the R. Gerald Turner Centennial
Quadrangle. This project is currently under
construction and will be complete in the fall so
SMU students, faculty and campus Vvisitors
can enjoy this gathering place for many years
to come.

SMU is currently celebrating its Centennial
Celebration, and | commend President Turner
on his accomplishments and vision for the
century ahead. | am a proud alumnus of SMU,
and have greatly appreciated President Turn-
er's service and leadership. He and his wife
Gail Turner have made tremendous contribu-
tions to the university and this honor is well
deserved.

SMU has made amazing strides over the
past century, rising from a small rural college
to an internationally renowned university. From
its founding in 1911 till today, SMU has grad-
uated more than 100,000 alumni. The out-
standing achievement and leadership of those
alumni serves as a testament to SMU’s tradi-
tion of success. With seven different schools,
SMU ranks as one of the best universities in
the nation. The Cox School of Business rou-
tinely ranks in the top 25 business schools in
the United States. In addition to twelve alumni
who are past and present Members of the
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