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debilitating disease for which no cure has yet
been developed.

Lymphedema is a blockage of lymph ves-
sels that causes an accumulation of fluid, pro-
tein, and other cellular waste. This results in a
swelling of the body in places where the
blockage occurs. Though lymphedema can be
passed down genetically, it most frequently
occurs after surgical procedures to remove
damaged lymph nodes or vessels. Often it is
a tragic side-effect to cancer treatments, the
highest risk occurring in breast and prostate
cancer patients.

Doctors can screen for lymphedema using a
number of diagnostic tools, and early detection
is important to minimize the effects of this dis-
ease. Lymphedema, sadly, is not curable, but
it is treatable through compression, specially
designed exercises, or, in some cases, sur-
gery.

One of my constituents, Jennifer Onks
Hovatter of Johnson City, lost her husband
Thomas to complications arising from
lymphedema in 2007. Every year on June
18th—the day that Thomas passed away—
Jennifer holds the Thomas Hovatter
Lymphedema Awareness Day in memory of
her husband.

| hope others will join me in tying a tur-
quoise ribbon around their tree the weekend
of June 17-19, and help Jennifer bring aware-
ness to this chronic, debilitating disease.

———————
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Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor California State Uni-
versity, Fresno as the University celebrates its
Centennial Anniversary Year.

Starting from humble beginnings as the
Fresno Normal School, CSU, Fresno has
evolved into an acclaimed university. Serving
a culturally diverse student body, Fresno State
has pledged to be a university accessible to
students from all backgrounds with the desire
to attain higher education. It is this commit-
ment to serving all students which makes this
university indispensible to the Central Valley.

Fresno State attracts both national and
international attention for its many academic
programs. Among the nationally acclaimed
programs is the Jordan College of Agricultural
Sciences and Technology. CSU, Fresno oper-
ates the first commercially bonded winery on
any U.S. university campus, and student-pro-
duced wines have won hundreds of awards,
bringing much needed interest to the Central
Valley. In addition, the Jordan College of Agri-
cultural Sciences and Technology is also
working to solve many of the most pressing
issues in agriculture. The college has become
a pioneer in water-saving irrigation techniques
and equipment that has been utilized.

With 64 bachelor’'s, 44 master's and three
doctoral subject areas, CSU, Fresno has
come a long way. The University has contrib-
uted much to the economic, civic and social
well-being of our community.
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Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
California State University, Fresno on its Cen-
tennial Anniversary.

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2112) making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2012, and for other
purposes:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Chair, | rise
today in strong opposition to the misguided
Fiscal Year 2012 Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act. This bill
puts the economic recovery at risk by cutting
funding to the Commodities Futures Trading
Commission, which will prevent the CFTC
from implementing important reforms in the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act. The bill
also slashes critical food security programs
aimed at protecting our most vulnerable citi-
zens, children and seniors. The bill also cuts
important food safety programs at the Food
and Drug Administration.

The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act
took the important step of bringing the vast
majority of over-the-counter derivatives out of
the shadows and onto regulated exchanges
and clearinghouses, where the risk will be
borne by the counterparties and the markets
they trade on—not the taxpayer. Astonishingly,
rather than providing the Commodities Future
Trading Commission with the resources nec-
essary to implement this critical reform, the
new majority is proposing to slash CFTC fund-
ing by 44 percent below President Obama’s
request—and $30 million below current levels.
This is like telling a cop he’s got seven times
more territory to patrol but less money to do
it with. Unable to repeal the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform law, the Republicans are now
clearly trying to starve it to death—which is a
prescription for continued pain at the pump as
speculators run amok in our futures markets
and gouge hard-working consumers. This is a
step in the wrong direction and ignores the
mistakes of the past.

The cuts to food safety net programs in this
legislation are devastating at a time when mil-
lions of Americans are unable to purchase
food. The cuts also target the most vulnerable
in our society. The Special Supplemental Nu-
trition Program for Women, Infants and Chil-
dren is cut by $650 million in this bill. The
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities esti-
mates that the cuts in this bill would force WIC
to turn away 200,000 to 350,000 eligible low-
income women and young children next year.
The bill would force WIC to turn away 3,200
to 5,600 eligible low-income women and
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young children in Maryland. The USDA says
WIC has saved more than 200,000 babies
from dying at birth. Economists estimate that
every $1 invested in WIC saves between
$1.77 and $3.13 in health care costs in the
first 60 days after an infant’s birth by reducing
the instance of low-birthweight babies and im-
proving child immunization rates. The bill also
cuts food aid for low-income seniors through
cuts to the Commodity Supplemental Food
Program and assistance to food banks
through the Emergency Food Assistance Pro-
gram. According to the USDA’s Economic Re-
search Service, 50.2 million Americans lived in
food-insecure households in 2009, including
17.2 million children.

The bill slashes the Food and Drug Admin-
istration by $572 million. These cuts are 21
percent below the President's request and
$285 million or 12 percent below current fund-
ing levels. These cuts will prevent FDA from
improving food safety efforts and increase the
risk of food-borne illnesses. The CDC esti-
mates that 48 million Americans get sick from
contaminated food, 325,000 people are hos-
pitalized, and 5,000 of these people die every
year. E. coli outbreaks in Europe recently
killed 31 people and made more than 3,000
people sick. Outbreaks like this remind us of
the importance of strong food safety regula-
tions.

I will monitor the progress of this bill in the
Senate and conference. | am hopeful that fu-
ture changes and improvements will give me
a chance to vote on a more acceptable alter-
native.

HONORING DIANE HARGRAVE

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Diane Hargrave of
Saint Joseph, Missouri. Diane is active in the
community through her work and has been
chosen to receive the YWCA Women of Ex-
cellence Award for Woman in Support Serv-
ices.

Within her 23 years of service to the North-
west Missouri Psychiatric Rehabilitation Cen-
ter, Diane has continually excelled at a com-
plex set of responsibilities. She has assisted
with five successful federal and state inspec-
tions, and has served several facility leaders
on her journey to her current title as Assistant
to the Chief Operating Officer. Diane holds the
complete history of the facility in her hands,
and has been praised for her assistance
through a major leadership reorganization. Her
knowledge of the facility has been instru-
mental for hospital leadership navigating serv-
ice delivery in the complicated public mental
health care setting. Diane has guided cowork-
ers to top administrative leadership positions,
while helping NMPRC maintain rigorous ac-
creditation—and all with humor and gen-
erosity.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Diane Hargrave. She has made
an amazing impact on countless individuals in
the St. Joseph Community. | am honored to
represent her in the United States Congress.
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VIRGINIA BEACH ELKS LODGE
#2268

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Paul Shoemaker and the Virginia
Beach Elks Lodge #2268. On Sunday, June
12, 2011, the Virginia Beach Elks Lodge
#2268 held a Flag Day Ceremony at the
Flame of Hope Memorial in Virginia Beach,
VA, to commemorate the adoption of the Flag
of the United States. | would like to thank
Chief Warrant Officer Floyd R. Shoemaker, Sr.
for attending the ceremony and for his 43
years of service in the Navy, Air Force, and
Army. | would also like to thank Colonel
Francis X. Cubillo, USMC; Mayor William D.
Sessoms, Jr.; Captain Robert N. Geis, USN;
Karyn Swenor; Beverly Hamby; the Green
Run High School NJROTC; Ron McGregor;
and Samantha Spencer for participating in the
ceremony. The Elks did an incredible job put-
ting this event together, and | commend them
for their continued service in the Hampton
Roads community.

———

RANDLEMAN WINS CHAMPIONSHIP
ON THE FINAL OUT

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, unlike other
sports, baseball is unique because there is no
clock. Unless weather intervenes, the game
ends only when the leading team records 27
outs. The baseball team at Randleman High
School, located in the Sixth District of North
Carolina, discovered that getting the last out
can be the most difficult of all. Randleman
won the North Carolina High School Athletic
Association State 2—A championship on Satur-
day, June 4, 2011, in dramatic fashion by col-
lecting that final out with a play at the plate.

The Randleman Tigers won this state cham-
pionship with an 8-7 victory over defending
state champion East Rutherford High School.
The game was played on Doak Field at North
Carolina State University. The Tigers won the
best of three series, two games to one. This
was Randleman’s first appearance in the finals
since 1985 and marks an important achieve-
ment in the school’s history.

In the last inning, a six-run lead dissolved to
two. Another hit scored the seventh run for
East Rutherford, but as the tying run was
heading to the plate, Randleman’s Tyler Walls
launched a perfect throw to cut-off man Dylan
Richardson. The Tiger's shortstop never
paused as he whipped the relay to catcher
Zach Bach to get the last out and give
Randleman its first state title ever. Head
Coach Van Hurley, Jr., told the Asheboro Cou-
rier Tribune, “To win like that, Curtis [Lin-
thicum] to throw like that. It's all unbelievable.
We had three outs to get and six runs to give.
| had complete confidence that he was going
to do it.”
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With a grand slam on Friday and pitching
the gutty win on Saturday, Curtis Linthicum re-
ceived the MVP award. Joining him on the
state championship team were Will Albertson,
Easton Welch, Ted Luna, Jacob Tally, Dexter
Allen, Jeremy Taylor, Dylan Richardson, Ryan
Vickers, Cody Trogdon, Tyler Walls, Connor
Pratt and Zach Bach. The winning team was
led by Head Coach Van Hurley, Jr., who was
ably assisted by coaches Shawn Barker, Clay-
ton Welch and Scott Clemons.

The Tigers finished their extraordinary sea-
son with a record of 28—4 and the satisfaction
that comes from experiencing the result of
practice and hard work right up until that final
out. On behalf of the citizens of the Sixth Dis-
trict of North Carolina, we congratulate the
Randleman High School baseball team for
winning the 2011 state title.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF EXPANDING THE
PRIMARY CARE WORKFORCE
AND OPPOSING H.R. 1216

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge the importance of the
primary care workforce and support provisions
included in the Affordable Care Act to expand
the number of primary care physicians, espe-
cially in my home state of Florida.

One of the smartest things we can do in
health care today is to bolster primary care
and family medicine. Your primary care doctor
is your family doctor; the one you and your
family see for checkups, and the doctor who
is most likely to understand your health care
needs. It is widely understood that if we are
going to be more efficient in America with our
health care dollars, we need to focus on pre-
vention and boost the number of primary care
doctors. There is a great demand for primary
care physicians across the country and train-
ing new doctors in a community teaching set-
ting is vital.

Training doctors is an especially critical
issue in my home state of Florida. We have a
significant doctor shortage. Florida has great
medical schools and are turning out quality
medical school graduates, but that is not
enough because we do not have a sufficient
number of residency slots. Florida is short
nearly 3,000 new GME positions to meet cur-
rent physician demand. Florida is the third
most populous state, but ranks 44th in the na-
tion in terms of the number of residency posi-
tions under Medicare. Those numbers reflect a
brewing crisis situation. Not only does Florida
have the largest and fastest growing percent-
age of citizens over 65, we have a rapidly
aging physician population—25 percent of
Florida’s physicians are over 65. We need to
do everything possible to train new primary
care doctors all across the country, but espe-
cially in Florida. H.R. 1216 will take us back-
wards and that is why | strongly oppose its
passage.

Before we take up legislation to terminate
an initiative that encourages the training of
new doctors in primary care, family medicine
and internal medicine, please understand our
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country’s need for physicians who are most ef-
fective for our families. | urge my colleagues
to support a robust primary care workforce.
We need to work together to develop modern
methods to train primary care physicians—and
the Teaching Health Centers GME program,
which my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle seek to eliminate, is an innovative new
model to help train more primary care physi-
cians and encourage them to practice in com-
munities. Physicians who train in a community
setting have a better understanding of the
needs of the communities they serve. Many
organizations—like MedPAC and the Council
on Graduate Medical Education—have called
for a community-based GME program, so why
do Republicans want to eliminate these oppor-
tunities before they start? Residency rotation
through rural and outpatient locations provide
great training opportunities for physician resi-
dents; and it encourages the resident to prac-
tice in out-patient or rural communities.

If we do not work together to find common
sense solutions for our primary care work-
force, America will be short of the doctors we
need to serve in our communities and our
families and neighbors will suffer the con-
sequences. This is why | voted against H.R.
1216 and why | strongly oppose any attempt
to eliminate innovated methods for training our
future primary care workforce.

———

HONORING FIREFIGHTER SCOTT
DAVIS

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the service and sacrifice of one of Indi-
ana’s bravest.

Firefighter Scott Davis was tragically killed
yesterday while fighting a fire at Tabernacle of
Praise Church in Muncie, Indiana. He is the
first Muncie firefighter to give his life in the line
of duty since 1955.

Those who knew Firefighter Davis were not
surprised at his boldness and bravery in the
Tabernacle of Praise fire. He was a former
Yorktown fire chief, and had been with the
Muncie Fire Department since June 15, 2005.

He bravely sacrificed his life protecting the
community, and in so doing, he will forever be
remembered as a hero and servant leader.

In the midst of great tragedy, | honor Fire-
fighter Davis and the other brave men and
women who risk their lives every day to pro-
tect their community. We must always be
grateful for those who run in when others run
out.

Firefighter Davis was a man of faith, a de-
voted husband to his wife Raeanne, and lov-
ing father of three children—Jake, Emma, and
Max. My family and | offer our deepest condo-
lences and prayers to his loved ones, and we
honor the legacy of Firefighter Davis’ life of
sacrificial service.

The Good Book tells us that “The Lord is
close to the brokenhearted.” And that is my
prayer for the Davis family and the Muncie
community.
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