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case. Valentina is not only a victim of a hei-
nous violent crime, she is also a victim of the
negligence of members of the Mexican gov-
ernment, and it's time for these outlaws to be
brought to justice.

And that’s just the way it is.

SALUTING SERVICE ACADEMY
STUDENTS—EMMA DRIDGE

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor an extraordinary group of
young men and women who have been cho-
sen as future leaders in our armed forces by
the prestigious United States service acad-
emies. It is a privilege to send such a fine
group from the third district of Texas to pursue
a world-class education and serve our nation.

As we keep them and their families in our
prayers, may we never forget the sacrifices
they are preparing to make while defending
our freedoms all across the globe. | am so
proud of each one. God bless them and God
bless America.

Today | salute Emma Dridge, a United
States Air Force Academy Appointee. Emma
is a graduate of Allen High School where she
was considered an all-around overachiever in
everything she did. She played high school
and club volleyball where she earned numer-
ous awards. Emma was active in Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, Young Life, and the
Chamber Orchestra. One of Emma’s teachers
said Emma demonstrates confidence, inspira-
tion and perseverance while always giving 100
percent at all times and has the ability to moti-
vate others to do the same. Emma chose to
apply to a United States Service Academy so
that she may experience a unique and ex-
traordinary education, while also being offered
a chance to contribute athletically at the high-
est collegiate level. Emma knows that an Air
Force Academy education will provide a solid
foundation for her professional and academic
pursuits.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
417 for H.R. 2055, | am not recorded because
| was absent. Had | been present, | would
have voted “aye.”

On rolicall No. 418 for H.R. 2055, | am not
recorded because | was absent. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

On rollcall No. 419 for H. Res. 300, | am not
recorded because | was absent. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay.”
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TRIBUTE TO FIFTY-FOURTH NA-
TIONAL PUERTO RICAN DAY PA-
RADE

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to the
Fifty-Fourth National Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade, which will be held on June 12th, 2011,
in New York City. A radiant and star-studded
event, this parade proudly recognizes the her-
itage of Puerto Rican people here in the
United States, and year upon year has proven
to be one of our nation’s largest outdoor fes-
tivities.

The National Puerto Rican Day Parade is
the successor to the New York Puerto Rican
Day Parade, which held its inaugural celebra-
tion on Sunday, April 12th, 1958, in “El
Barrio,” Manhattan. The impact of the first
Puerto Rican Day Parade in New York was
immediate and resounding. Thousands of New
York Puerto Ricans flooded the streets in a
very public, very proud demonstration of their
emergence in the City as an important and
growing ethnic group. For the next 38 years,
the New York Puerto Rican Day Parade be-
came a staple of New York’s cultural life. In
1995, the overwhelming success of the parade
prompted organizers to increase its size and
transform it into the national and international
affair that it is today.

On June 12th delegates representing over
thirty states, including Alaska and Hawaii, will
join the roughly 3 million parade goers every
year who turn New York’s Fifth Avenue into a
sea of traditional red, white, and blue flags. It's
a picture unlike anything you will see any-
where else in the country. Not only because
New York is the most international city in the
world, but also because of the relationship that
exists between New York and the Puerto
Rican community. It's an historic relationship
essentially born of mutual benefit and respect.
Puerto Ricans have helped transform New
York into a dynamic, bilingual city that con-
tinues to welcome newcomers from all over
the globe, and the City of New York, believed
by many to be a place of opportunity, has en-
abled Puerto Ricans to flourish economically,
culturally and politically.

The success that the parade enjoys each
year is brought about in large measure by the
continued efforts of a choice few individuals—
women and men of able leadership who be-
lieve, as | do, in the unbound potential of peo-
ple of Puerto Rican descent. The Parade’s
march up Fifth Avenue, while certainly the
most visible aspect of the celebration, is hard-
ly the only event associated with the National
Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc.’s activities.
Each year more than 10,000 people attend a
variety of award ceremonies, banquets and
cultural events that strengthen the special re-
lationship shared by Puerto Ricans and the
City of New York.

Mr. Speaker, the National Puerto Rican Day
Parade is an experience unlike any other. It
signals to all who witness it that the Puerto
Rican community, both in New York and na-
tionally, represents an exquisite tapestry of in-
dividuals. Its power can be seen on the faces
and heard in the streets, as millions come to-
gether to joyously proclaim their heritage. And
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so, Mr. Speaker, as a Puerto Rican and a
New Yorker, and as someone who participates
in this parade annually, | stand before you and
my colleagues in Congress with a full and
proud heart to pay tribute to the sights and
sounds and wonder that is the National Puerto
Rican Day Parade.

MARK SMITH GUEST CHAPLAIN

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
say a few words about today’s guest chaplain
and my dear friend and fellow Ohioan, Dr.
Mark A. Smith. Dr. Smith is a leader in faith-
based education throughout Ohio and also an
important leader in Pickaway County.

Since coming to Ohio Christian University in
2005, he has expanded the University’s enroll-
ment from 380 to more than 1,750 students.
He has helped fund and build over $10.5 mil-
lion of projects and led the development of
many off campus sites.

Dr. Smith was also appointed by former
U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige and
served on the Fund for the Improvement of
Post Secondary Education Board, which man-
aged more than 400 million dollars of projects.

Dr. Smith has experience in nearly every
level of education, and he has taught several
undergraduate and graduate classes in edu-
cation, business, leadership, and religion. Prior
to coming to Ohio Christian University, he was
Vice President for Adult and Graduate Studies
at Indiana Wesleyan University for five years.
Under his leadership, his division grew from
an enrolliment of 2,500 students to nearly
10,100 students.

Though he has been anxiously engaged in
education his entire life, Dr. Smith has also
made community service a priority. In fact, he
currently serves on my Economic Advisory
Team, and | rely on him for advice to improve
our economy and higher education in Ohio.
He has lead many community projects and as-
sisted in building education programs for the
African-American community. He also served
as treasurer of the Pickaway County Commu-
nity Foundation.

Though he has proved to be an astute busi-
nessman that has successfully grown his Uni-
versity, Dr. Smith remains first and foremost a
man of great faith. Dr. Smith is marred to his
wife Debbie, and they are the parents of two
sons, Douglas and Micah.

While serving as an administrator for Man-
agement Resources Incorporated at Hope-
mont Hospital in Terra Alta, West Virginia, Dr.
Smith served as senior pastor of the Terra
Alta Wesleyan Church and was Assistant Su-
perintendent for the West Virginia District. He
has published scores of articles for profes-
sional and church organizations, and coau-
thored “Leading a Change in Your World” with
Larry Lindsay.

Dr. Smith graduated with a Bachelor of the
Arts degree from Hobe Sound Bible College in
West Palm Beach, Florida. He attended Kan-
sas University’s Graduate School, and grad-
uated with a Master of Science degree in col-
lege teaching from Northeastern State Univer-
sity. In 1995, he graduated from West Virginia
University with a Doctor of Education degree,
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with a dissertation titled: “The Role of the Col-
lege President.” Later, he completed Harvard
University’s Institute of Educational Manage-
ment for Executive Management.

| appreciate Dr. Smith for taking the time to
be with us today, and thank him for his
thoughtful prayer and the kind words he
shared.

———————

SALUTING SERVICE ACADEMY
STUDENTS—CHRISTOPHER GOR-
DON

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor an extraordinary group of
young men and women who have been cho-
sen as future leaders in our armed forces by
the prestigious United States service acad-
emies. It is a privilege to send such a fine
group from the third district of Texas to pursue
a world-class education and serve our nation.

As we keep them and their families in our
prayers, may we never forget the sacrifices
they are preparing to make while defending
our freedoms all across the globe. | am so
proud of each one. God bless them and God
bless America.

Today | salute Christopher Gordon, a United
States Military Academy Appointee. Chris-
topher spent the past year at Boston Univer-
sity studying for Mechanical Engineering on an
AROTC Scholarship. He is a 2010 graduate of
Plano West Senior High where he played var-
sity soccer as the goalkeeper and participated
in JROTC Rifle Team. Christopher also partici-
pated in Army JROTC as a platoon leader,
served as a member of the patriot booster
club, and holds the rank of Eagle Scout within
the Boy Scouts of America. Christopher as-
pires to serve his country and foster a career
as an officer in the Army Special Forces.
Christopher believes that West Point leader-
ship education will provide him with the proper
tools to learn more and more about what it is
to be a better, more effective leader.

———————

RON POWELL’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY WITH THE UNITED FOOD
AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS
INTERNATIONAL UNION

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sincerity that | take this opportunity to
honor and congratulate Ronald E. Powell, who
is celebrating fifty years of service with the
United Food and Commercial Workers Inter-
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national Union (UFCW) Local 881. For nearly
five decades, Ron has dedicated his life’s
work to the American Labor Movement and
has been able to touch the lives of countless
workers, families, and communities across the
nation. In honor of Ron’s fifty years of service,
a celebratory reception will be held on June
16, 2011, at Gibson’s Steakhouse in Chicago,
Illinois.

Ronald Powell began his career with the
UFCW in 1961 when he was hired on as a
Field Representative for Local 881. Because
of his true dedication and strong leadership
skills, he was promoted in 1968 to Field Staff
Supervisor, and was then appointed Vice
President/Director of Field Operations in 1973.
In 1983, Ron’s hard work and success led him
to become President of Local 881. Under
Ron’s leadership, Local 881 has become an
exemplary organization, providing exceptional
service in the areas of work-site representa-
tion, membership services, benefits, commu-
nications, and activities.

In addition to his impressive career with
Local 881, Ron serves as a Vice President on
the UFCW International Executive Board, and
is a Vice President for the lllinois State AFL—
CIO. Ron also currently serves as a Trustee
for the UFCW Midwest Pension Benefits Fund.
In 2010, he was appointed by Governor Pat
Quinn to serve on the Metropolitan Pier and
Exposition Authority Board. Ron is also a past
member of the Board of Directors for the Inter-
national Employee Benefits Foundation and is
the former Chairman of the lllinois State In-
vestment Board. Ron’s passion and unwaver-
ing devotion to the UFCW and its members is
unmatched and he is to be commended.

Ron selflessly gives of his time to many
charitable organizations and has been a dy-
namic force in promoting the union’s involve-
ment in numerous civic endeavors. He has
been a tremendous asset to the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society and has helped to raise
funds to facilitate research toward fmding a
cure. He also initiated fundraising campaigns
for the Jackson Park Hospital and the Little
City Foundation and is a former board mem-
ber for the United Way of lllinois and Blue
Cross Blue Shield of lllinois. Although Ron has
served the UFCW and his community with
complete dedication, it is his commitment to
his family that is most impressive. Ron and his
wonderful wife, Lois, have four beloved chil-
dren and twelve grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending Mr. Ronald Powell as he is honored
for his lifetime of service and dedication to the
UFCW, as well as the state of lllinois, North-
west Indiana, and communities nationwide.
Ron’s complete dedication and uncompro-
mising loyalty are to be admired and he is
worthy of the highest praise.

MILITARY EXPENDITURES AS A PERCENTAGE OF G.D.P. IN NATO
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“CAN WE AFFORD THE MILITARY
BUDGET?”

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
a leading conservative policy analyst, Bruce
Bartlett, on June 14th published a compelling
analysis of the great disparity that exists in
military spending in the world as a percentage
of gross domestic product. Building on the
speech Secretary of Defense Gates gave last
week, which Mr. Bartlett correctly describes as
a speech “in which he berated our allies in the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization for not car-
rying their weight in terms of providing re-
sources for the common defense,” Mr. Bartlett
offers a very important chart. As he notes, it
shows “that in 2010, the United States spent
5.4 percent of its gross domestic product on
its military—twice as much as spent by Britain
and three to four times as much as most of
our NATO allies . . .” Mr. Bartlett notes that
simply talking about percentages understates
the disparity between our military spending
and that of the rest of the world—“because
the United States has the world’s largest
economy, its share of world military spending
is outsized, accounting for 43 percent of all
the military spending on Earth—six times as
much as China . . .”

Mr. Bartlett correctly closes by noting that
“With polls showing declining support for the
war in Afghanistan and increasing talk in Con-
gress, even among Republicans, about cutting
the military budget,” it is time for us to rethink
our worldwide military commitments, and find
ways in which we can reduce military spend-
ing so that we fully protect the legitimate inter-
ests of the United States, but end a situation
in which military spending makes impossible
demands on any effort to reduce the deficit.

CAN WE AFFORD THE MILITARY BUDGET?

(By Bruce Bartlett)

Bruce Bartlett held senior policy roles in
the Reagan and George H.W. Bush adminis-
trations and served on the staffs of Rep-
resentatives Jack Kemp and Ron Paul.

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates gave a
speech in Brussels on Friday in which he be-
rated our allies in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization for not carrying their weight in
terms of providing resources for the common
defense. ‘‘For all but a handful of allies, de-
fense budgets—in absolute terms, as a share
of economic output—have been chronically
starved for adequate funding for a long time,
with the shortfalls compounding on them-
selves each year,” Mr. Gates said.

An examination of the latest NATO data
shows that in 2010, the United States spent
5.4 percent of its gross domestic product on
its military—twice as much as spent by Brit-
ain and three to four times as much as most
of our NATO allies, as shown in the following
table.
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