June 15, 2011

will be put on a waiting list to receive the serv-
ices they deserve.

| urge my colleagues to oppose these dev-
astating cuts, which so many of our constitu-
ents rely upon.

————
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor an extraordinary group of
young men and women who have been cho-
sen as future leaders in our armed forces by
the prestigious United States service acad-
emies. It is a privilege to send such a fine
group from the Third District of Texas to pur-
sue a world-class education and serve our na-
tion.

As we keep them and their families in our
prayers, may we never forget the sacrifices
they are preparing to make while defending
our freedoms all across the globe. | am so
proud of each one. God bless them and God
bless America.

Today | salute Amber Lowman, a United
States Naval Academy Appointee. Amber is a
graduate of McKinney High School where she
played volleyball as a right side hitter and a
middle blocker and ran track and field partici-
pating in the long jump and triple jump. Amber
was an active participant in her school's
DECA club as their president, a member of
Youth Leadership Board at Stonebridge United
Methodist Church, and also a member of the
McKinney High School Theatre Department
taking a lead role in a musical. While bal-
ancing academics and extracurricular activi-
ties, Amber has also given much of her time
to those in need serving as a volunteer for
Special Olympics and the elderly at an as-
sisted living center, and served as a camp
counselor for those with special needs. Amber
believes her readiness for adventure, leader-
ship skills, and competitiveness will allow her
to excel at a military academy. Her father is a
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, and she
looks forward to carrying on the tradition in
Annapolis.

——————
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a great educator and woman of
tremendous class and grace, Dr. Robbie
Latimore. Dr. Latimore will retire on June 30,
2011, after more than 30 years of service at
South Georgia Technical College in Americus,
Georgia. She has played a tremendous role in
the development of South Georgia Tech into
one of the best technical colleges in Georgia
and our Nation.

Dr. Latimore was born in Dublin, Georgia, to
the union of the late Mark Smith, Sr. and Katie
Smith. She graduated from Northwest Laurens
High School in Dublin, received her B.S. de-
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gree in Business Education from Fort Valley
State College in Fort Valley, Georgia, and her
Master's Degree in Business Education from
Georgia Southwestern University in Americus,
Georgia. And finally, she received her Doc-
torate of Education in Adult Education from
the University of Georgia.

Since joining the faculty in 1981 as a Busi-
ness Education professor, she has worked
tirelessly to make South Georgia Technical
College a dynamic institution of higher learn-
ing. Throughout her tenure, Dr. Latimore has
held several leadership positions, including
Vice President for Academic Affairs, Vice
President for Student Services, Director of In-
struction, Chair of the Business Education De-
partment and Instructor.

The great author Zora Neale Hurston once
said that, “There is nothing to make you like
other human beings as much as doing things
for them.” Dr. Latimore has learned this les-
son and dedicated her life to helping others to
reach their full potential. She is involved with
many organizations that aim to make the
world a better place for all. Some of her com-
munity organizations include the Fort Valley
State University National Alumni Association,
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Phoebe Sumter
Medical Center Board of Directors, the Amer-
ican Technical Education Association, and
Education Committee Member for the Amer-
icus-Sumter County Chamber of Commerce,
to name a few.

Dr. Latimore has also been married to her
husband, Mr. Frank A. Latimore, for over 34
years. They have raised a daughter, Kourtney,
and two sons, Brandon and Keiva, who are
well on their way to making their own mark on
society. And they have one grandchild, Bryce
Alexander Latimore.

And lastly, Dr. Latimore is committed to her
God. A dedicated member of the Bethesda
Missionary Baptist Church in Americus, Geor-
gia, Dr. Latimore believes that the Lord has
ordered all of her steps and she gives Him all
the glory for her successes in life and the abil-
ity to raise a productive family.

South Georgia Technical College should
consider itself blessed for having a woman
with the strength and character of Dr. Robbie
Latimore, who gave her all to make the col-
lege a success. On behalf of the constituents
of the Second Congressional District, | thank
her for her service and wish her a happy re-
tirement.

———
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Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today | am introducing legislation that would
help reestablish a competitive rare earth do-
mestic supply chain as part of my ongoing ef-
fort to avert a rare earth supply crisis in the
United States.

There are 17 rare earth minerals that are
used in many advanced technologies, from
computers to precision guided munitions to
components necessary for the production of
renewable energies. They are dispersed wide-
ly around the earth’s crust but rarely in con-
centrations that are commercially viable.
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With 97 percent of the world’s supply of rare
earth metals, China has proven to be an unre-
liable trading partner. Not only has their gov-
ernment ordered a reduction in exports of rare
earth metals, but they have used their near
monopoly status as leverage on unrelated
issues.

My bill, the Rare Earth Policy Task Force
and Materials Act, requires the Department of
the Interior to establish a government-wide
task force to review and report back on all
U.S. laws, regulations or policies that discour-
age the reestablishment of a domestic rare
earth industry.

It also calls for a comprehensive plan for re-
search, development, demonstration, and
commercial application to ensure the long-
term, secure, and sustainable supply of rare
earth materials for the United States. In addi-
tion, the plan includes proposals on how to
promote recycling possibilities and alternative
materials that could act as substitutes. The
measures were also part of the RESTART Act
of 2011, which | introduced earlier this year.

There is simply no reason to be almost 100
percent reliant on China for rare earth metals
when we have such abundant resources here
at home. | urge my colleagues to quickly move
this legislation.

———
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor an extraordinary group of
young men and women who have been cho-
sen as future leaders in our armed forces by
the prestigious United States service acad-
emies. It is a privilege to send such a fine
group from the third district of Texas to pursue
a world-class education and serve our nation.

As we keep them and their families in our
prayers, may we never forget the sacrifices
they are preparing to make while defending
our freedoms all across the globe. | am so
proud of each one. God bless them and God
bless America.

Today | salute James Kennington, a United
States Naval Academy Appointee. James is a
graduate of Plano West Senior High School
where he participated in wrestling and earned
varsity letters in 2010 and 2011. Extra-
curricular activities such as weight lifting and
running also consumed James’ time, including
martial arts where he is a blue belt. James
was also an active member of the Young
Men’s Service League as the vice president,
and founded his own photography club which
received several awards. Academic success
has always been a part of James high school
career. He received the College Board AP
Scholar of Distinction, was a National Merit
Commended Scholar, in the French Honor So-
ciety and National Honor Society, and scored
a perfect score on two sections of the SAT.
He stated in his application essay, “l feel
deeply compelled to join the fight—to give all
of myself for freedom, for brotherhood, and for
country.”
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CHANCELLOR STEVE KANG
RECOGNITION
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Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | stand before you today to
honor Mr. Sung-Mo “Steve” Kang for his
many years of dedicated service as Chan-
cellor of the University of California, Merced,
California’s first research institution built in the
21st century and located within the 18th Con-
gressional District of California. Steve Kang
was appointed as the second permanent
Chancellor of UC Merced on January 17, 2007
and began serving at the beginning of March
of the same year. During his four year tenure
as chancellor, Steve’s leadership made many
immense and lasting contributions to the uni-
versity and to the community. It is an honor to
recognize the work of Chancellor Kang—a
tireless advocate for education and research,
a champion for the community, and a leader
and friend to Merced.

Chancellor Kang’s insightful vision for the
campus, his commitment to cultivating and in-
spiring students and researchers, and his
unyielding devotion to his role as chancellor
truly paved the way for the development of an
outstanding university. A sample of UC
Merced’'s key accomplishments achieved
under Chancellor Kang’s leadership include:
meeting all of the requirements for initial ac-
creditation by the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges, developing and pub-
lishing the school’s Strategic Academic Vision
statement in 2009, continuing its commitment
to sustainable development by raising the min-
imum level of performance for all new build-
ings to a Gold LEED rating, and seeing the di-
versity of the campus recognized by the U.S.
Department of Education as a Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institution. Also under his guidance, UC
Merced’s Stem Cell Instrumentation Foundry
opened in 2011, enabling innovations in bio-
technologies that will lead to new discoveries
about stem cells. A testament to his belief in
providing quality and equal access education
to all students, he secured commitments from
the UC Office of the President to fund enroll-
ment growth for the next three years. Of spe-
cial note, Chancellor Kang has supported the
vision for UC Merced’s future as a medical
teaching university and his actions are greatly
instrumental in ensuring that it will one day
serve as an independently accredited School
of Medicine.

Steve’s first love is teaching and he has in-
spired generations of successful students in-
side the classroom. Prior to taking his position
at UC Merced, he served as a professor in
electrical and computer engineering at the
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign
from 1985 to 2000, becoming a department
head in 1995. He taught as a visiting pro-
fessor at several international universities, in-
cluding the Swiss Federal Institute of Tech-
nology, the University of Lausanne, and the
Technical University of Munich. He also
served as the Dean of the Baskin School of
Engineering at the University of California,
Santa Cruz, during which time he took a bud-
ding engineering program to significantly
greater levels of achievement, ensuring its
place among the nation’s top engineering
schools.
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Steve Kang was raised in South Korea and
moved to the United States after receiving a
scholarship to the Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity in Teaneck, New Jersey where he grad-
uated summa cum laude with a degree in
Electrical Engineering. He received his Mas-
ters of Science degree from the State Univer-
sity of New York at Buffalo and his doctorate
from UC Berkeley. A master of his field, Kang
has co-authored 11 books on the subjects of
electrical and computer engineering, written
over 350 technical papers, and has well over
a dozen patents to his name. He has been
recognized with numerous awards in edu-
cation and research, including the Distin-
guished Korean-American Award in 2008, the
IEEE Third Millennium Medal in 2000, and
Outstanding Alumnus Award in Electrical Engi-
neering from UC Berkeley in 2008.

Along with his passion for education, Steve
Kang is also an advocate for the community.
He is personally dedicated to the principle of
providing educational opportunities to children
from lower income families and expanding ac-
cess to a UC-quality education. He serves on
the UC Merced Foundation as President, the
Great Valley Center as Chairman of the
Board, and the Central Valley Higher Edu-
cation Consortium as an executive board
member. He, along with his wife Mia, have
long carried the torch for the needs of the re-
gion, consistently looking out for the valley as
a whole.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
commending Chancellor Sung-Mo “Steve”
Kang for his dedication and service as a lead-
er at the University of California, Merced.
Without his efforts, the university would not be
the outstanding academic institution that it is
today. His selflessness and lifelong commit-
ment to education is worthy of the highest
praise and it is my great privilege to pay trib-
ute to and offer my sincerest appreciation to
him today. Steve will be leaving UC Merced
and returning to the classroom and although
he will be greatly missed, | wholeheartedly
wish him luck in every future endeavor. Steve
Kang has made a lasting impression on the
entirety of the Merced community, its faculty,
and above all, its students. We will forever be
indebted to his noble efforts in bringing excel-
lence in education to the Central Valley.

———
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor an extraordinary group of
young men and women who have been cho-
sen as future leaders in our armed forces by
the prestigious United States service acad-
emies. It is a privilege to send such a fine
group from the third district of Texas to pursue
a world-class education and serve our nation.

As we keep them and their families in our
prayers, may we never forget the sacrifices
they are preparing to make while defending
our freedoms all across the globe. | am so
proud of each one. God bless them and God
bless America.

Today | salute Jeffrey Herrera, a United
States Air Force Academy Appointee. Jeff is a
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graduate of Wylie High School where he ran
junior varsity cross country as well as partici-
pated in junior varsity track and field. He
served as the National Honor Society presi-
dent and was a Hispanic National Merit Schol-
ar. Jeff was also part of the Air Force Junior
ROTC and served as the Deputy Group Com-
mander. Jeff chose to apply to the Air Force
Academy because he wanted to receive the
exemplary service academy education and ex-
perience. Since the beginning of his involve-
ment in his junior ROTC program, he had de-
veloped a deep and strong interest in serving
his country and becoming an officer in the
United States Military. Jeff stated in an essay,
“Nothing would please me more than to give
back to my country while leading the future
servicemen, servicewomen and protectors of
this country.”

HONORING THE BUFFALO AND
ERIE COUNTY LIBRARY SYS-
TEM’S 175TH YEAR OF SERVICE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, it is with pleas-
ure | acknowledge the Buffalo and Erie County
Library system’s kick-off of their 175th anniver-
sary celebration and their summer reading ini-
tiatives.

The first public library service in Western
New York began with the creation of the
Young Men’s Association (YMA) in 1836. The
association circulated 5,500 items to its mem-
bers in its first year alone.

50 years later the institution was purchased
for the City of Buffalo and was re-established
as a free circulating reference library open to
all City residents. By 1897, there were 32,000
registered borrowers.

Today with over 3.5 million items in circula-
tion and 37 locations, the Buffalo and Erie
County libraries have served nearly 4 million
patrons.

With a diversity of programs including adult
computer training, resume tips and techniques
seminars as well as preschool story hour—the
libraries continue to serve as centers of infor-
mation, culture and entertainment for the resi-
dents of Erie County.

It is with great pride that | stand today to
commemorate the Buffalo and Erie County Li-
brary system’s 175th year of service. | am
grateful for the array of programs and services
they offer to the Western New York commu-
nity and am happy to acknowledge the kick-off
to their summer reading initiatives.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
413, | was unavoidably detained and was un-
able to cast my vote. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”
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