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COMMENDING THE HUNTERDON
CENTRAL SOFTBALL TEAM ON
THEIR CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Hunterdon Central Regional
High School’s Softball Team on its outstanding
victory this past weekend in the New Jersey
State Interscholastic Athletic Association’s
Blue Ribbon Awards Group 4 Championship.
Hunterdon Central had previously been given
the state ranking of fourth by the Newark Star
Ledger and earned this title after compiling an
astounding 31-2 record for the season.
Hunterdon Central had previously won the
Group 4 championship in 1999. Hunterdon
Central prides itself on fundamentals and exe-
cution and the team’s skills and experience
demonstrate a mastery of the sport. The hard
work of the Lady Red Devils shows determina-
tion and teamwork.

| also congratulate Hunterdon Central coach
Pete Fick who has now achieved a career
record of 699-227—1.

| commend the entire team on its hard work
and congratulate all of the players on their
stellar season and well deserved champion-
ship.

| am also pleased to praise the team’s ac-
complishments with my colleagues in the
House of Representatives and with the Amer-
ican people.

RECOGNIZING THE PRINCE WIL-
LIAM CLEAN COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL AND ITS 2010 VOLUNTEER OF
THE YEAR

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize the Prince William Clean
Community Council (PWCCC) and its 2010
Volunteer of the Year, Walter Skaja. With the
help of dedicated volunteers like Mr. Skaja,
the Council works to eliminate litter and graffiti
in our Prince William neighborhoods and com-
mercial centers.

The idea of forming an organization in
Prince William County aimed at addressing
environmental issues was conceived in 1982
during a spring cleanup effort led by a group
of concerned local citizens. These individuals,
who later became the founding members of
PWCCC, immediately recognized the impor-
tance of litter prevention education as a way
to long-term environmental cleanliness. In
1986, the Prince William County Litter Control
Council was born. The organization later came
to be known as the Clean Community Council
and became an affiliate of Keep America
Beautiful, a nationwide non-profit that uses
education and hands-on stewardship to advo-
cate litter control, waste reduction, and com-
munity beautification.

The Council’s litter prevention and graffiti
abatement efforts have not gone unnoticed.
The Council’s accolades include a 1994 Gov-
ernors Award for Volunteering Excellence. The
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Council was a 2000 Virginia Stewardship
Award Winner in the Communication/Edu-
cation Category and received the Prince Wil-
liam County 2001 Partners for the Potomac
Environmental Patron Award, 2000 and 2002
Keep America Beautiful National Awards and
a 2008 Keep America Beautiful President’s
Circle Recognition Award.

The Council’s volunteers always have been
essential to its success and the Volunteer of
the Year Award is a way to recognize their in-
valuable support.

The 2010 recipient, Walter Skaja, has been
a volunteer with PWCCC since 2009. He start-
ed working with PWCCC through its Adopt-A-
Spot program, where volunteers adopt an area
of Prince William County and agree to remove
litter and debris throughout the year. Shortly
after adopting two neighborhood parks, Walter
also adopted Cedar Point Elementary School.
In the past two years, Walter has not been
alone in his work for a clean environment. He
has had help from Cub Scout Pack 1384. Wal-
ter routinely has 100 or more scouts to help
him with his beautification efforts. They have
transformed Cedar Point Elementary School
with landscaping improvements that have in-
cluded mulching and planting trees, shrubs
and flowers. In addition to his volunteer work
with the Adopt-A-Spot and Adopt-A-School
programs, Walter spent time during the major
snow storms in 2009 and 2010 removing snow
from fire hydrants and clearing snow at Cedar
Point Elementary School. His tireless efforts
helped students, parents, and staff make it to
school safely.

Mr. Speaker, we create safer, cleaner
neighborhoods when residents take ownership
for their communities. The Clean Community
Council asks Prince William residents to take
pride in their county. | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the successes of the
Prince William Clean Community Council as
well as in congratulating Walter Skaja on
being named the recipient of the 2010 Prince
William Clean Community Council Volunteer of
the Year Award.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
DR. NANCY GRASMICK, SUPER-
INTENDENT OF MARYLAND PUB-
LIC SCHOOLS

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Dr. Nancy Grasmick for her
years of outstanding service to the people of
Maryland, including her twenty year leadership
role as Superintendent of Maryland public
schools, the longest serving appointed school
chief in the United States. Dr. Grasmick began
her career as a teacher of deaf children at
William S. Baer School in Baltimore City. In
her years as an educator in Maryland public
schools, Dr. Grasmick has served as a re-
source teacher, principal, supervisor, assistant
superintendent, and associate superintendent
in Baltimore County. In 1989, Dr. Grasmick
was appointed by Governor William Donald
Schaefer to act as the Special Secretary for
Children, Youth, and Families and in 1991, the
Maryland State Board of Education appointed
her to be the first female Maryland State Su-
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perintendent of Schools. All of these achieve-
ments are the culmination of many years of
hard work, strong dedication, and commitment
to the people of Maryland. This commitment
has been recognized many times over through
many awards, including her induction into the
Maryland Women'’s Hall of Fame in 2004.

Dr. Nancy Grasmick has been known for
her emphasis on student achievement, teach-
er quality, parental involvement, and early
childhood education. Under her leadership,
Maryland has been recognized for its achieve-
ments in education, having been named as
“the most consistently high performing state”
by Education Week. Dr. Grasmick has made
an enormous impact on Maryland public
schools and has changed the lives of count-
less families in the State of Maryland and be-
yond.

| was my special privilege to work with Dr.
Grasmick for seven years as liaison to the
Baltimore City Public Schools. | saw firsthand
the amazing work of a leader motivated by
compassion and a burning determination to
give every child the chance to succeed. Dr.
Grasmick’'s commitment to excellence is
unrivaled. She is relentless in demanding the
very best of those around her, while always
offering the kind word and gesture. In that way
and so many others, she is a natural born
leader. | could not have had a better mentor
or friend. My congratulations to Dr. Grasmick
on a brilliant career. We look forward to her
continued contributions to the State of Mary-
land and to our nation.

—————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 2, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2055) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes:

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chair, | want to thank
Chairman CULBERSON and Ranking Member
BisHoP for agreeing to offer my amendment
en bloc to H.R. 2055—Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act. My amendment simply re-
moves funding from the VA Medical Support
and Compliance Account and replaces it back
in the very same account. My intent in doing
this is to highlight an issue for my colleagues
and for the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA).

| believe that the VA needs to comprehen-
sively examine its wait times for processing re-
quests for mental health services from vet-
erans and that the VA should submit a report
to Congress no later than January 1 of 2012
on changes they intend to make to ensure that
veterans needing mental health services re-
ceive those services in a timely and effica-
cious manner.

Veterans in my district often wait years for
a resolution of their cases with the VA. My of-
fice works closely with veterans, assisting
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many of them in expediting their requests for
the benefits to which they are entitled, includ-
ing mental health benefits. Unfortunately,
many of these veterans still wait years for a
resolution of their cases. This is simply unac-
ceptable. These men and women have sac-
rificed their health, well-being, and, in some
cases, their livelihoods, for this country.

The excessively long wait times at the VA
are unjust and un-American. The wait times
for veterans who are suicidal or suffering from
mental health illnesses, including Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Traumatic
Brain Injury (TBI), are especially troubling.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support
timely mental health services for our veterans
by voting “yes” on this amendment.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF CITY OF LAS VEGAS MAYOR
OSCAR GOODMAN

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today | urge
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the
achievements of the Mayor of the City of Las
Vegas, Nevada, Oscar Goodman.

Mayor Goodman has worked tirelessly for
the City of Las Vegas. From 1999 to 2011, the
Mayor facilitated 19 community and rec-
reational centers, eight transportation projects,
eight fire stations, seven expansion and beau-
tification projects, a water reclamation center,
and a police area command station.

Mayor Goodman has been responsible for
many great accomplishments in the heart of
downtown. As Mayor, he was successful in
acquiring a large piece of urban real estate in
the City without resorting to eminent domain.
Symphony Park will include the Lou Ruvo
Brain Institute, Performing Arts Center, busi-
ness, medical, and retail opportunities.

Mayor Goodman also managed to acquire a
historic downtown post office from the General
Services Administration. The building is being
converted to a state-of-the-art museum cap-
turing the excitement and notoriety of the his-
tory of Las Vegas. Also in the center of Las
Vegas, an intellectual marketplace is being de-
signed and will be home to the University of
Nevada Las Vegas’ (UNLV) School of Archi-
tecture, UNLV Modern Letters Program, and
the Nevada School of the Arts.

Mayor Goodman serves as the Chairman of
the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Au-
thority and works non-stop to raise support for
cultural programs and charities of Las Vegas.

Oscar Goodman first ran for Mayor of Las
Vegas in 1999. By his third reelection bid in
April 2007, Mayor Goodman captured 84 per-
cent of the vote.

As the Congresswoman for the people of
Las Vegas, it gives me great pleasure to rec-
ognize the achievements of the self-pro-
claimed “Happiest Mayor in the Universe,”
Mayor Oscar Goodman.
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COMMENDING THE GRADUATES OF
ROBINSON SECONDARY SCHOOL
ON THEIR ENLISTMENT IN THE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize nine graduating seniors in
my community for their record of academic
and athletic accomplishment and their admi-
rable decision to enlist in the United States
Armed Forces.

With graduation season upon us, thousands
of young people in my community, and mil-
lions across the nation, are preparing for the
next chapter in their lives. Some will pursue
higher education or vocational training, others
will seek to enter the workforce immediately,
and many will answer the call to serve their
community and their country.

| join with their families and friends in con-
gratulating and commending the following
Robinson Secondary School graduates on
their enlistment:

United States Marines: Philipp Zinser, Dan-
iel Kellam, Sam Lausier, Ji Jong Lee, Won
Gyu Lee and Junsuk Choi

United States Navy: David Maeng

United States Air Force: Jade Vitali and
Kevin Haas

At a time of great uncertainty both at home
and abroad, these young people have stepped
forward to follow in a long line of distinguished
Virginians who selflessly volunteered to de-
fend our nation and its ideals. In fact, these
graduates hail from a school named for Sgt.
James W. Robinson Jr., who was the first Vir-
ginian to receive the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry and heroism during the
Vietnam War. Sgt. Robinson’s accomplish-
ments continue to serve as a model for char-
acter and leadership not only for the students
at the school bearing his name, but also for all
those who seek to follow in his footsteps.

The Northern Virginia Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes will host a ceremony Thursday,
June 9, to recognize these young people and
their families and to wish them safety and suc-
cess as they pursue a career in the Armed
Forces.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding the courage and dedication of
these graduates and in assuring them and
their families that the full support and re-
sources of the U.S. Congress and the Amer-
ican people will be behind them every step of
their journey in defense our nation’s freedom.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE
REGULATORY BALANCE ACT

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
discuss an issue of great importance to family
farmers and agricultural businesses. The regu-
latory burdens placed on family farmers and
the agriculture business hinder job creation,
job retention, and innovative breakthroughs in
technology and crop production. Family farm-
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ers across the country lead the world in the
production of a safe, secure food supply and
provide a multi-billion dollar economic impact.
In order for family farmers and the agriculture
community to continue to prosper, the regu-
latory process must follow common sense and
not be unduly burdensome.

That is why | am pleased to introduce the
Regulatory Balance Act, which codifies into
federal statute the cost benefit analysis re-
quired by Executive Order 12866. Simply put,
any regulation with a significant economic im-
pact of $100 million or more proposed by the
United States Department of Agriculture,
USDA, the Environmental Protection Agency,
EPA, and the Food and Drug Administration,
FDA, must perform a cost-benefit analysis and
report the same to Congress before the regu-
lation takes effect A cost-benefit analysis
would determine whether a proposed regula-
tion would have a negative economic impact
on our Nation’s economy.

As a farmer, | understand the costs associ-
ated with many of the regulations placed upon
the agriculture community. By guaranteeing a
more transparent, efficient regulatory process
that works for family farmers instead of
against them, the rural areas of my district and
this country will thrive. Family farmers and the
agriculture community will continue to be the
best in the world as long as federal agriculture
regulations are evenly balanced between cost
and benefit.

Creating a stable regulatory environment,
where balance between the cost to family
farmers and the agriculture community is bal-
anced with the benefit of the regulation, allows
family farms and the agriculture community to
invest and grow their business without added
costs due to regulations that fly in the face of
common sense.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues in the
House (and Senate) to support me in passing
the Regulatory Balance Act and bring stability
and balance to the regulatory process.

—

THE STATE OF TEXAS HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES H.R. NO. 1955

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following:

H.R. No. 1955
RESOLUTION

Whereas, The United States Fish and Wild-
life Service has proposed granting endan-
gered species status to the dunes sagebrush
lizard, a measure that would have a signifi-
cant negative impact on the Lone Star
State; and

Whereas, The business climate in Texas
has been consistently ranked as the nation’s
best, and the oil and gas sector is crucial to
its continued vitality; Texas is the nation’s
leading producer of oil and natural gas, and
it holds 30 percent of the nation’s natural gas
reserves and almost a quarter of its oil re-
serves; the oil and gas industry contributes
$30 billion annually to the Texas economy
and employs more than 315,000 Texans at
some of the highest salaries in the state; and

Whereas, Despite its resilience, the Texas
economy has not been immune to the global
economic recession; there have been signifi-
cant job losses over the past two years, and
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