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Transit agencies would not have funding to 

hire additional law enforcement officers, ac-
quire bomb sniffing dogs, or install explosive 
screening devices at a time when open source 
media reports indicate that Al Qaeda may be 
attempting a major attack on the U.S. rail sys-
tem. 

States and localities would receive greatly 
reduced funding (or be denied funding en-
tirely) to harden tunnels and bridges or install 
surveillance systems at high-risk areas. 

Ports would not have funds for vessels to 
protect harbor waterways from a terrorist 
threat or for maritime training of law enforce-
ment personnel at the ports. 

According to the National Association of 
Counties, a reduction in grant programs and 
the combining of funding would result in com-
munities of all sizes not being able to enhance 
their level of preparedness to deal with all 
hazards, including potential nuclear, chemical, 
and biological attacks. 

As a member of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I refuse to stand by this bill. 
We as members of Congress have a responsi-
bility to protect our communities from any pos-
sible danger. For this reason, there is no high-
er priority than to adequately fund our home-
land security, particularly our first responders 
such as firefighters. It makes no sense to 
weaken our Homeland Security program by 
cutting their resources in a time when terrorist 
threats continue to put our nation at risk. We 
as members of Congress must unite and as-
sist our brave first responders in their efforts 
to help contain any threats by providing them 
with all necessary resources, rather than turn 
our backs and leave them without sufficient 
funding. This bill not only undermines our na-
tion’s security, it also undermines our alle-
giance to the American people who look up to 
us in this particular time to protect them from 
any possible danger, whether it is an act of 
terrorism or a natural disaster. For this reason, 
I oppose H.R. 2017, the FY 2012 Homeland 
Security Appropriations Bill. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, on May 11th, 
my vote on rollcall vote No. 309 was incor-
rectly recorded as ‘‘aye’’ when I intended to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ I did not see the error until it was 
too late. I have strong opposition to H.R. 1229 
and my intention was to vote ‘‘no’’ on this leg-
islation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PROSTATE 
ACT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today dur-
ing Men’s Health Week to urge my colleagues 
to support the fight against one of our Nation’s 
leading causes of death among men—prostate 
cancer. There are significant racial and ethnic 
disparities that demand attention: African 

Americans have prostate cancer mortality 
rates that are more than double those in the 
white population. Underserved rural popu-
lations have higher rates of mortality com-
pared to their urban counterparts. Additionally, 
certain veterans’ populations may have nearly 
twice the incidence of prostate cancer than the 
general population of the United States. 

There should be coordination across Fed-
eral agencies which are already receiving sig-
nificant resources focused on prostate cancer 
programs. This coordination would serve to 
improve accountability and actively encourage 
the translation of research into practice. Addi-
tionally, this coordination would serve to iden-
tify and implement best practices, in order to 
foster an integrated and monolithic focus on 
effective prevention, diagnosis and treatment 
of this disease. 

For these reasons, I, along with Rep. 
BROUN, now introduce this bi-partisan piece of 
legislation. Our bill provides for a time-limited 
interagency taskforce to ensure that the Fed-
eral dollars invested in the fight against this 
disease are well spent. 

In 2010, more than 217,730 new patients 
were diagnosed with, and more than 32,050 
men died from this disease. Furthermore, 
about 1 man in 6 will be diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer, and roughly 2 million Americans 
are living with a diagnosis of prostate cancer 
and its consequences. While prostate cancer 
generally affects older individuals, younger 
men are also at risk for the disease. When 
prostate cancer appears in early middle age it 
frequently takes on a more aggressive form. 
Prostate cancer continues to be a serious 
threat to our Nation’s men. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill, and 
use this as an opportunity to show America’s 
men that they have your support. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAX BRAKE CON-
TROLLERS FOR THE 2011 LOU-
ISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT LANTERN AWARD 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
congratulate Max Brake Controllers, a com-
pany from Cameron Parish, Louisiana, for 
being named winner of the 2011 Lantern 
Award, District 3. The Lantern Award is pre-
sented by Louisiana Economic Development 
to salute manufacturers from across the state 
for their outstanding contributions to the Lou-
isiana economy and to their communities. 

Thomas McDaniel, his wife Debbie and 
company employees created Max Brake Con-
trollers several years ago. McDaniel is also 
the owner of Mac’s Classic Muscle Cars, a 
supplier of Max Brakes. Because of his experi-
ence in this field, McDaniel was able to play 
a key role in creating the Max Brake tech-
nology. Max Brake Company uses Louisiana 
parts as much as possible, with about half of 
the components bought locally including brass 
stock, electrical parts and hardware from local 
companies. 

Max Brake Controllers uses a braking sys-
tem for trucks and big rigs to carry large 
loads. An electrical display presents hydraulic 
vehicle brake pressure and helps to control 

electric trailer brakes. The brake pressure is 
monitored by a pressure sensor in the vehicle 
master cylinder. 

McDaniel is a member of the Cameron Par-
ish Police Jury. He is also an avid supporter 
of South Cameron High School and a member 
of the Volunteer Fire Department, Recreation 
Department and Water District. 

It goes without saying that Max Brake Con-
trollers is very deserving of the honor of being 
given the 2011 Lantern Award. McDaniel and 
the other staff at Max Brake Controllers are in-
novative and effective in what they do, and I 
am honored to serve as their member of Con-
gress. I wholeheartedly thank Max Brake Con-
trollers for their service to the Cameron Parish 
and the state of Louisiana, and I congratulate 
the company on this award. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE JET PRO-
PULSION LABORATORY ON THE 
COMPLETION OF THE SPIRIT 
ROVER MISSION 

HON. DAVID DREIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the La Canada Flintridge based Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), its director, Dr. 
Charles Elachi and all of the JPL employees, 
on successfully completing the mission of 
Spirit, a Mars Exploration Rover. Spirit was 
designed, built and operated by JPL. 

In the summer of 2003, NASA launched 
Spirit along with its twin, Opportunity, from 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. After trav-
eling for six months and more than a quarter 
million miles, Spirit landed on Mars on Janu-
ary 3, 2004. The Mars Exploration Rover mis-
sion sought to expand our understanding of 
Mars’ geological history and find evidence of 
water. One of the mission’s greatest achieve-
ments was Spirit’s discovery of minerals indi-
cating that Mars was once a wet environment 
with hot springs and steam vents. These con-
ditions may have been favorable for microbial 
life. In addition, Spirit provided us with thou-
sands of breathtaking images of Mars’ sur-
face. While Spirit’s mission was only planned 
for three months, it showed amazing resiliency 
and continued to operate for six years. After 
surviving three Martian winters, countless dust 
storms and a broken wheel, NASA lost contact 
with Spirit last March. Opportunity continues to 
explore the Martian surface. 

Mr. Speaker, the success of Spirit’s mission, 
and JPL’s scientific accomplishments, dem-
onstrate the need to continue strong support 
for Mars exploration missions. As you may 
know, the Mars Science Laboratory is sched-
uled to launch at the end of this year. It will 
expand upon the discoveries made by Spirit 
and provide new insight into Mars’ past. Its 
primary purpose is to determine if Mars was 
ever capable of supporting microbial life. To 
accomplish this, the mission will carry the 
most advanced instruments ever sent to Mars 
and have the capability to travel farther than 
past rovers. 

Mankind has always yearned to explore 
what is beyond the horizon. However, space 
exploration does more than inspire our imagi-
nation. It provides measurable benefits here at 
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home. From new medical treatments to devel-
oping new energy solutions, NASA technology 
has made our world better. In addition, 
NASA’s research centers, such as JPL, en-
hance communities, including my own district, 
by providing high-paying, highly-skilled jobs. 
Lastly, these projects provide inspiration to the 
next generation of engineers and scientists 
who will develop our future industries. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend JPL and its em-
ployees whose tireless work has made Spirit’s 
mission such a tremendous success. I wish 
JPL the best of luck as it embarks on future 
projects and continues to expand our knowl-
edge of Mars. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE VCU BASKET-
BALL TEAM’S ADVANCEMENT TO 
THE NCAA BASKETBALL TOUR-
NAMENT’S FINAL FOUR 

HON. ERIC CANTOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a historic accomplishment for the 
Richmond region. On March 27, 2011, the Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University’s basketball 
team defeated the University of Kansas 71-61 
and for the first time in history advanced to the 
NCAA Basketball Tournament’s Final Four. 

Led by Coach Shaka Smart, the Rams had 
a terrific season and finished sixth in the final 
ESPN/USA Today Coaches poll, which is the 
highest finish in school and CAA history. The 
Rams ended the season by tying their record 
of 28 wins. 

The Rams set a number of new records for 
VCU and the CAA including total points 
scored with 2,864 and total three-pointers with 
339, a mark which ranked second in the na-
tion. The fourteen home games of the 2010– 
11 season set a new average attendance 
record with 6,645 fans per game. The average 
attendance for all forty games was 8,742, 
which is also a school record. 

The team has brought the City of Richmond 
and the entire Commonwealth of Virginia 
much pride. Their strong teamwork and spirit 
were evident, and they brought an excitement 
to our community that has rarely been seen 
before. VCU pride was displayed in store 
fronts, restaurants, local businesses and in 
people’s homes. We were all proud to share 
the magic of VCU’s Cinderella season with the 
country. 

I offer sincere congratulations to VCU Presi-
dent Michael Rao for his vision and out-
standing leadership, Coach Smart for his con-
tagious enthusiasm and tenacity, the Ram 
basketball team for their exceptional play and 
inspiring team spirit, and all of the students 
and fans that supported the team throughout 
the season. 

I commend the Rams on their successful 
season and ask you to join me in celebrating 
their historic run. 

DIA DE PORTUGAL RECOGNITION 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleagues Mr. Costa of Cali-
fornia, Mr. McGovern of Massachusetts, and 
Mr. Cicilline of Rhode Island to recognize Dia 
de Portugal, and reiterate the strong bond be-
tween the United States and Portugal. Cele-
brated around the world on June 10th, Dia de 
Portugal recognizes the magnificent heritage 
of the Portuguese people and their descend-
ents. 

Contributing to the strong ties between the 
United States and Portugal are the sizable 
Portuguese communities in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New Jersey, California, and Ha-
waii. The latest census estimates that 1.3 mil-
lion individuals living in the United States are 
of Portuguese ancestry. There are also about 
20,000 Americans living in Portugal. 

A large percentage of Portuguese-Ameri-
cans are descendents of immigrants who 
came from the Azores in the late 1950’s after 
the islands experienced several volcanic erup-
tions and earthquakes, leaving many without 
homes. Thousands of victims were in need of 
aid, and the United States, in a gesture of 
international goodwill, allocated visas to the 
people of the Azores to find work and rebuild 
their lives in America. Since the Azores are 
known for their rich soil and temperate cli-
mate, many of the Portuguese refugees set-
tled in regions of the United States that sup-
ported agriculture and dairy, such as the San 
Joaquin Valley in Central California. Many 
other Portuguese from the Azores settled in 
parts of the nation with burgeoning fishing in-
dustries, particularly in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and New York where they continued to 
diversify and contribute to the nation’s econ-
omy and common heritage. 

Modern day Portugal has been an integral 
member of the European Union (EU) and is a 
strong proponent of European integration. 
While Portugal held the presidency of the EU 
Council for the third time during the latter half 
of 2007, Portugal oversaw the signing of a 
new EU reform treaty, staged EU summits 
with Russia, India, and China, and held a sec-
ond EU-Africa summit. Furthermore, Portugal 
is a founding member of NATO and continues 
to be an active member of the alliance. 

Lastly, the defense relationship between the 
United States and Portugal is excellent, cen-
tered on the 1995 Agreement on Cooperation 
and Defense (ACD). For 50 years, Lajes Air 
Base in the Azores has played an important 
role in supporting U.S. military aircraft. Past 
missions have engaged in counter-terrorism 
and humanitarian efforts, including operations 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Portugal often em-
phasizes its support for strong European ties 
with the United States, particularly on defense 
and security issues. Portugal sees its role as 
host of NATO’s ‘‘Joint Command Lisbon,’’ lo-
cated near Lisbon, as an important sign of alli-
ance interest in transatlantic security issues. 

Mr. Speaker, we celebrate all the accom-
plishments of the Portuguese and Portuguese 
Americans on this occasion, and wish every-
one celebrating worldwide a joyous Dia de 
Portugal. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 
missed a round of votes in order to attend the 
remembrance services of a friend who passed 
away in Buffalo over the weekend. Because 
the votes I missed dealt with important ques-
tions of labor policy, foreign policy and funding 
for our veterans, I would like to enter into the 
record how I would have voted had I been 
present. 

On Rollcall 413, the LaTourette Amend-
ment, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On Rollcall 414, the Amash Amendment, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On Rollcall 415, the Sherman Amendment, 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On Rollcall 416, retaining Title II (Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs), I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

PASSING OF THE HONORABLE 
JUAN FRANCISCO LUIS, THIRD 
ELECTED GOVERNOR OF THE 
U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I rise today to com-
memorate the life of the Honorable Juan Fran-
cisco Luis, the third elected Governor of the 
U.S. Virgin Islands who passed away on June 
4, 2011, at the age of 70. In office from 1979 
through 1986, Governor Luis was the longest 
serving elected chief executive of our island 
territory. 

Governor Luis served at a time of growth 
and change in the Virgin Islands. He was a 
popular governor known as a leader who was 
responsive to the needs of ordinary citizens, 
who was always willing to listen to their indi-
vidual concerns. According to Profiles of Out-
standing Virgin Islanders, he will be remem-
bered for significant infrastructure develop-
ment in the islands, in particular, the establish-
ment of modern health care facilities on all 
three islands, the initial expansion and financ-
ing of the airports on St. Thomas and St. 
Croix, the construction of a new container port 
on St. Croix, acquisition of land on St. Croix 
for homeownership and agriculture and sev-
eral capital construction projects. 

Mr. Speaker, Governor Luis first ran for pub-
lic office in 1972, when he was elected to the 
Tenth Legislature of the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and served as chairman of the Legislative 
Housing and Planning Committee, Vice Chair-
man of the Recreation Committee and mem-
ber of the Committees on Finance, Public 
Safety, Health and Welfare, Labor and Vet-
erans Affairs. 

He was chosen by the late Governor Cyril 
King to be his running mate in the 1974 gu-
bernatorial election. The two won, and when 
Governor King died unexpectedly in 1978, 
Luis became Governor of the Virgin Islands. 
Originally a member of the Independent Citi-
zens Movement, and later as an independent, 
Luis was elected in his own right in 1978 and 
again in 1982. 
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