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Mr. Speaker, I also want to take a moment 

to recognize the 3,000 active duty and civilian 
personnel at Indian Head who work and col-
laborate every day to develop and deploy 
technologies to improve the safety and effec-
tiveness of the men and women serving in 
harm’s way. Since 1890, this facility has prov-
en to be an Energetics center of excellence 
for the Department of Defense (Navy) and I 
thank those men and women in uniform, along 
with their families and the civilian employees, 
for their outstanding service to the Indian 
Head Division and to the United States of 
America. 

Again, I urge my colleagues to join with me 
in congratulating the members of the Reactive 
Materials Team at Indian Head on being rec-
ognized as the Navy’s top scientists and engi-
neers and in honoring all the men and women 
at the Indian Head Division of the Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center in Maryland for their con-
tinued excellence and commitment to our na-
tion’s success. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF BYRON 
WAITE LEYDECKER 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 3, 2011 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remember my friend 
Byron Leydecker, who passed away on May 
12, 2011. 

Byron was a good friend, and he was a true 
champion on behalf of the rivers and fisheries 
of California. Thanks to Byron’s passion and 
determined advocacy, the Trinity River is 
today in better shape than at any time since 
the 1960s. 

Byron lived his life with passion. Passion for 
what he believed and for his friends. He ex-
pected a lot of those of us in public service: 
he would let you know of his gratitude when 
you met his expectations and his disappoint-
ment when we disappointed him. At the end of 
the day, Byron was fun. 

He will be missed by all his friends in Cali-
fornia and across the country, and generations 
of Californians will benefit from his dedication 
to the Trinity and his tireless belief in the fun-
damental and lasting value of a healthy river. 

I ask unanimous consent to include in the 
RECORD this San Francisco Chronicle article 
about Byron Leydecker’s life and many ac-
complishments, and I ask my colleagues to 
join me in remembering Byron and in express-
ing our condolences to his children and grand-
children. 
[From the San Francisco Chronicle, May 26, 

2011] 
BYRON LEYDECKER, FORMER MARIN 

SUPERVISOR, DIES 
(By Peter Fimrite) 

Byron Waite Leydecker, a former bank ex-
ecutive and Marin County supervisor who 
helped stop development in the Marin 
Headlands and, for nearly two decades, drove 
the restoration and protection of his beloved 
Trinity River, died May 12 in his home in 
Mill Valley. 

Mr. Leydecker, who was 83, had been bat-
tling lung and liver cancer. 

Mr. Leydecker was born in Oakland on 
Aug. 28, 1927. He served briefly on the battle-
ship Iowa at the end of World War II before 

enrolling in Stanford University, where he 
graduated in 1950 with a degree in economics. 
During the Korean War, he served as a public 
information officer in the U.S. Army in 
Washington. 

He worked briefly as a securities analyst 
and in 1953 got a job at Chico’s Anglo Na-
tional Bank, which later became Crocker 
Bank. By the time he left, he had become the 
bank’s youngest-ever vice president. In 1962 
he helped found Redwood Bank, where he 
was chairman of the board and chief execu-
tive officer until the bank was sold in 1981. 

In 1963, Gov. Edmund G. ‘‘Pat’’ Brown ap-
pointed Mr. Leydecker to the Marin County 
Board of Supervisors. He won re-election in 
1964. As a supervisor he fought a proposed de-
velopment known as Marincello, which 
would have allowed construction of 20,000 
homes in the Marin Headlands. 

Never shy about speaking his mind, Mr. 
Leydecker could be a gruff taskmaster. He 
may have sometimes lacked diplomacy, but 
he was amazingly adept at getting what he 
wanted, said his friends and colleagues. 

He started racing cars in the 1970s and, 
driving a modified Porsche, won the 1977 
Northern California championship of the 
prestigious Sports Car Club of America cir-
cuit. 

The construction of Trinity Dam and 
Lewiston Dam in the 1960s and diversions of 
water as part of the Central Valley Project 
were sore spots to Mr. Leydecker, who had 
fished the Trinity in the 1930s when it was 
nearly pristine. 

He decided to take action in 1991, when a 
channel improvement project by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation choked the Trinity 
River with silt. It was so bad that Mr. 
Leydecker got stuck in the mud on a side 
channel while he was fly fishing. ‘‘He was 
madder than a wet hen,’’ said his friend Tom 
Stokely, the water policy analyst for the 
California Water Impact Network. ‘‘He 
called me up and he must have yelled at me 
for a half hour. Then he said, ’I’ve got 
money. I can hire a lawyer.’ It was the begin-
ning of a long and wonderful relationship.’’ 

Mr. Leydecker forced the bureau to stop 
digging along the river and in 1992 founded 
the nonprofit Friends of the Trinity River. 
The group fought to establish minimum an-
nual water flows, improve fish habitat and 
enhance the riparian ecosystem. 

‘‘He was an authentic champion for rivers 
and fish, but especially the Trinity River,’’ 
said Assemblyman Jared Huffman, D–San 
Rafael, who chairs the Assembly Water, 
Parks and Wildlife Committee. 

Mr. Leydecker, who always wore a pressed 
button-down shirt with blue jeans and cow-
boy boots, fought until the very end for Trin-
ity River improvements and against water 
diversions in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta. 

‘‘He gave so much of his time and effort 
that it would be remiss as his friend for me 
not to continue that effort,’’ said Rep. 
George Miller, D–Martinez, who once spent 
several days hiking and rafting the river 
with Mr. Leydecker. ‘‘He had a sense of ro-
mance about big rivers and what they bring 
to a society.’’ 

He is survived by sons John Leydecker of 
San Rafael and Mark Leydecker of Aspen, 
Colo.; daughters Caroline ‘‘Lama Palden’’ 
Alioto of San Rafael and Criss Troast of Nan-
tucket, Mass.; and eight grandchildren. 

A memorial service will be held June 5 at 
3 p.m. at Marin Art & Garden Center, 30 Sir 
Francis Drake Blvd., in Ross. Donations may 
be sent to the California Water Impact Net-
work, 808 Romero Canyon Road, Santa Bar-
bara, CA 93108. 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DISABLED AMER-
ICAN VETERANS—DEPARTMENT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 3, 2011 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV)—Department of 
California on the occasion of its 90th anniver-
sary. Founded in 1921, the DAV—Department 
of California has worked tirelessly to improve 
the lives of service-connected disabled vet-
erans and their families. 

Service officers from the DAV—Department 
of California offer critical support to our state’s 
service-connected disabled veterans. The 
service officers—many of whom are disabled 
veterans themselves—help veterans apply for 
disability compensation as well as the pen-
sion, health, and education benefits they’ve 
earned. They also volunteer their time at De-
partment of Veterans Affairs medical facilities 
and rehabilitation centers, and they help dis-
abled veterans find jobs and secure scholar-
ships to pay for college. 

In the area I represent, the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans George E. Morey Chapter 59 
hosts an annual Memorial Day ceremony in 
Lodi to honor the men and women who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our 
country. Another local chapter in my district, 
the Disabled American Veterans Al Jordan 
Chapter 15, provides food coupons to disabled 
veterans during the holiday season. This 
group also focuses on community outreach 
and awareness by holding an annual picnic in 
Stockton for disabled veterans and their fami-
lies, an event which I have attended. 

The Disabled American Veterans—Depart-
ment of California’s work is just as important 
today as when the organization was first es-
tablished 90 years ago. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the Disabled American 
Veterans—Department of California on the oc-
casion of its 90th anniversary for its excep-
tional service to our Nation’s disabled vet-
erans. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 3, 2011 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on Motion to 
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 1407, the 
Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of Living-Adjust-
ment Act, I was unable to vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING ALLAN ALFRED VOIGT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 3, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor and pay tribute to Allan 
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Alfred Voigt, a truly remarkable Renaissance 
man who passed away May 13, 2011. 

Al Voigt was a scientist who held several 
patents, an artist, a community leader, a lov-
ing and devoted husband to his wife, Judith, a 
caring and inspiring father to his children, Che 
and Shanta, and doting grandfather to Logan 
Allan and Katherine Annabelle. 

Al founded a series of aerospace engineer-
ing firms in Sonoma County that contributed to 
some of our most important national defense 
projects. His technical innovations in tactical 
missile and surveillance systems led to the de-
velopment and success of the Stinger missile 
and Predator drone. More than 350 people in 
Sonoma County have high paying, technical 
engineering and manufacturing jobs because 
of these projects. 

But Al’s passions were much more exten-
sive. He and his wife founded the Voigt Family 
Sculpture Foundation, which has placed more 
than two dozen sculptures, either pieces 
owned by the foundation or on loan by col-
laborative artists, in publically accessible 
places in Sonoma County. 

He also won furniture design awards with 
his abstract chairs and his aerodynamic tri-
cycles have set world speed records. 

Mr. Speaker, Al Voigt was a prodigious 
thinker who never rested on his laurels. He 
was always looking ahead for the next idea. 
His fundamental skill was analyzing a problem 
and finding the solution, whether it was in na-
tional defense, art, or a functional piece of fur-
niture. It is therefore appropriate that we honor 
him at this time for his service to our country 
and to his community. 
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HONORING THE BROWARD COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

HON. ALLEN B. WEST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 3, 2011 

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, I realize education 
is essential for every child in our nation. Edu-
cation is the great equalizer and with a sound 
education any child can live the American 
Dream. 

As a former teacher in Broward County, 
Florida, I am proud to congratulate Broward 
County Public Schools (BCPS) for the 11 high 
schools in their county receiving top national 
ranking in the Washington Post. 

The Washington Post named 11 Broward 
County high schools in its High School Chal-
lenge list of top 1,900 public high schools in 
the nation. The schools were Fort Lauderdale 
(109), Marjory Stoneman Douglas (238), Nova 
(285), Miramar (355), Cooper City (376), 
Stranahan (431), J.P. Taravella (507), Flana-
gan (554), Plantation (739), Coral Springs 
Charter (983) and Pembroke Pines Charter 
(1,108) high schools join an elite group of pub-
lic high schools nationwide. The Washington 
Post list represents only seven percent of 
schools across the United States. 

Fort Lauderdale High School placed top 
among Broward high schools, with a national 
ranking of 109 and a state ranking of 24. Ac-
cording to the Washington Post, the Challenge 
Index’s formula is to divide the number of Ad-
vanced Placement (AP), International Bacca-
laureate (IB) or other college-level tests a 
school gave in 2010 by the number of grad-
uating seniors. 

The Washington Post advises that while the 
index is not a measure of the overall quality of 
the school, the rating can reveal the level of 
a high school’s commitment to preparing aver-
age students for college. With a few excep-
tions, public schools that achieved a ratio of at 
least 1.000, meaning they had as many Ad-
vanced Placement and International Bacca-
laureate tests in 2010 as they had graduates, 
are noted on the national list. 

The Broward County Public School System 
is the nation’s sixth largest public school sys-
tem and the largest fully accredited district 
with over 234,600 students in more than 230 
schools and education centers. The Broward 
County Public School System is committed to 
giving all students access to a college-ready, 
job-ready curriculum that meets rigorous ex-
pectations which prepares students for post- 
secondary options and also ensures that stu-
dents are able to be successful and complete 
post-secondary schooling once they begin. 

To ensure student’s can succeed in the 21st 
century, I will always focus in Congress on 
what’s best for students, parents, teachers, 
and communities. This means helping children 
achieve their full and unique potential by 
equipping them with the tools and knowledge 
to succeed in the 21st century workforce. I be-
lieve the Federal Government must restore 
local control, empower parents, let teachers 
teach, and protect taxpayers. These principles 
should guide our efforts to reform federal edu-
cation policy and protect the rights and re-
sponsibilities of states and local communities 
when it comes to educating the next genera-
tion. 
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CONGRATULATING FRANK 
GULLUNI 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 3, 2011 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Mr. Frank Gulluni on being 
honored with the Tom Ahlers Systems Build-
ing Award presented by the National Associa-
tion of Workforce Development Professionals 
on May 17, 2011. 

For 49 years, Frank has played a key role 
in the workforce development and educational 
community, touching the lives of countless stu-
dents. In his position at Asnuntuck Community 
College in Enfield, Connecticut, he has been a 
leading force in preparing and training stu-
dents for careers in our manufacturing sector. 
And, using his unique experience on the front 
lines of education, he has been a driver in our 
community towards finding unique ways to 
connect the needs of our manufacturing sector 
with the skills of our students. 

Since 2007, I have been proud to work with 
Frank in advancing his goals of investing in 
our nation’s manufacturing capabilities, helping 
those who have lost their jobs re-train for new 
careers, and lay the ground work for a work-
force highly skilled in advanced manufacturing 
of alternate energy technologies and medical 
devices. 

With his leadership guiding the way, Frank 
and I worked to successfully secure critical 
funding to expand Asnuntuck’s Manufacturing 
Technology Center (MTC). Thanks to this ini-
tiative, new equipment and training services 

were developed to ensure that the MTC con-
tinues to keep pace with the emerging needs 
of his students and the manufacturing skills 
they need to fill the jobs of today—and tomor-
row. 

I have been so impressed and excited with 
Frank’s results. Thanks in large part to Frank’s 
efforts, Asnuntuck Community College has se-
cured a 90% job placement rate for its stu-
dents. When I visited the MTC last November, 
I heard first-hand from the students that the 
newly expanded center allow the program to 
continue to grow and expand to allow more 
services to students enrolled both at the col-
lege and those in local K–12 schools that part-
ner with Asnuntuck. I also heard graduates of 
the program are found to be earning 40% 
more than their counterparts in all other indus-
tries. 

Mr. Speaker, simply put Frank is someone 
who ‘‘gets it.’’ When so many simply lament 
the decline of American manufacturing and the 
skills mismatch between the training of current 
workers and the needs of industry, Frank has 
taken action. He is a passionate believer in 
manufacturing and education. He truly under-
stands the unique struggles of our laid off and 
dislocated workers as they seek to transition 
to new careers. He has built the kinds of part-
nerships with industries that has ensured that 
his students on to rewarding and meaningful 
careers in furthering our manufacturing sector. 
And, Frank has been a true leader in under-
scoring the unique value that our community 
colleges play in training the workforce of the 
future that will be the backbone of our nation’s 
economy. 

Connecticut, New England, and our nation 
are no doubt better off thanks to Frank’s tire-
less work. For that, I urge all my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Frank for winning the Tom 
Ahlers Systems Building Award. 

f 

HONORING THE 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ROBINS AFB 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 3, 2011 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, please join me in wishing a very happy 
70th birthday to the Warner-Robins Air Logis-
tics Center and Robins Air Force Base. This is 
an appropriate occasion to reflect and cele-
brate their proud history and heritage. 

From the United States’ entry into World 
World II to today’s conflicts in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Libya, the men and women of War-
ner-Robins ALC and Robins AFB have been 
an essential ingredient in our U.S. Air Force’s 
ability to provide airpower for freedom around 
the globe. 

One constant theme these past seventy 
years has been that the men and women of 
Team Robins have been most ready when the 
nation has been least ready. In 1948–1949, 
Robins’ repair and supply personnel played a 
critical role in the Berlin Airlift. In 1950, work-
ers at the center literally unwrapped and refur-
bished hundreds of ‘‘cocooned’’ Boeing B–29 
Superfortresses. Understaffed and working 
around the clock, they made sure that United 
Nations forces in the Far East had the nec-
essary tools to fight the North Korean invad-
ers. And in 1973 during the Yom Kippur War, 
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