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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 364, I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. PATRICIA 
DOLLY AS ZETA PHI BETA’S 
LAMBDA RHO ZETA CHAPTER 
2011 WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Patricia Dolly who is being hon-
ored as the 2011 Woman of the Year by the 
Lambda Rho Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta 
for her many accomplishments in the commu-
nity. 

Dr. Dolly boasts an impressive resume of 
both professional and volunteer accomplish-
ments over the breadth of her career. In her 
current role as President of Oakland Commu-
nity College’s (OCC) Auburn Hills campus, 
she has invested considerable resources into 
working with local school districts to bring the 
Achieving the Dream program to her campus. 
This program offers students in nearby school 
districts the opportunity to earn up to 35 col-
lege credit hours before graduating high 
school, giving them a competitive advantage 
as they seek higher education. During her ten-
ure, Dr. Dolly has continued her successful 
track record of grant writing, which has re-
sulted in 19 grants and over $11.7 million 
brought in to the institutions where she has 
worked. Included in this accomplishment is a 
$1.9 million grant she secured from the U.S. 
Department of Labor to fund new equipment, 
implement additional job training for 400 em-
ployees, curriculum development for OCC’s 
nanotechnology program and faculty, which 
has improved the quality of the education of 
the over 8,000 students who walk through the 
doors of OCC’s Auburn Hills campus each se-
mester. 

As a leader, Dr. Dolly has been involved in 
a number of community focused volunteer pro-
grams. In addition to her work at OCC, Dr. 
Dolly also serves as chairperson of the Au-
burn Hills Chamber of Commerce; working to 
provide local businesses the tools they need 
to thrive and become engaged participants 
within their community. Dr. Dolly also serves 
on the Board of Directors for Oakland Family 
Services providing crucial support to at-risk 
youth and families. As an ever ready advo-
cate, Dr. Dolly has devoted significant energy 
and focus to advancing the principles of diver-
sity and inclusion in the workplace, a topic on 
which she has written several papers and spo-
ken at many events. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in recognizing Dr. Dolly’s profound im-
pact on the communities she has served. Her 
commitment to providing leadership and serv-
ice are outstanding virtues which have im-
pacted the lives of so many. I wish her many 

years of continued service to the community 
and many great family moments to come. 

f 

HONORING THE REPUBLIC OF 
AZERBAIJAN ON THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF ITS FOUNDING 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the people of the Republic of Azer-
baijan, a strong strategic partner and ally of 
the United States, and congratulate them on 
celebrating their Republic Day on May 28. As 
co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on Tur-
key, I have been particularly interested in the 
development of nations in the Middle East and 
Central Asia. 

On May 28, 1920, Azerbaijan declared its 
independence from the rapidly disintegrating 
Russian Empire. In doing so, Azerbaijan not 
only adopted a democratic form of govern-
ment, but it also granted women the right to 
vote and embraced many other integral cor-
nerstones of democracy. 

Sadly, their independence was cut tragically 
short when the Soviet Union invaded the na-
tion in 1920 and ended Azerbaijan’s dream of 
democracy in the 20th Century. That dream 
re-emerged in 1991 with the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union, and Azerbaijan declared its 
independence yet again and rejoined the 
world’s community of democratic Nations. 
Having lived under Soviet rule, the people of 
Azerbaijan appreciate their role in a demo-
cratic civil society. 

Azerbaijan’s geographical location has 
made it a crossroads for interaction between a 
number of diverse nations and religious tradi-
tions. This position has given it a unique ability 
to serve as a cultural and political bridge be-
tween traditionally Western and Eastern view-
points. It also has a proud history of influential 
writers and artists, and its people have made 
a tremendous impact on the rich cultural 
framework of the South Caucasus region. 

I congratulate the people of Azerbaijan, and 
commend them on their continued efforts and 
commitment to build a strong and vibrant de-
mocracy in the critically important region of the 
South Caucasus. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE POMPEO 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, on May 26th, I 
missed rollcall vote No. 376 because I was in 
Kansas for a funeral. 

Rollcall No. 376 was a vote on the Small 
Business Additional Temporary Extension Act 
of 2011. Had I been present, I would have 
voted, ‘‘yes.’’ 

DON’T DELAY REPEAL OF ‘‘DON’T 
ASK, DON’T TELL’’ 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, last year, the 
House of Representatives approved historic 
legislation that repealed the Defense Depart-
ment policy known as ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.’’ 
For too long, this discriminatory policy forced 
many patriotic Americans who wanted to serve 
their nation to decide against military service, 
lie about their sexual orientation, or leave the 
military against their will. It was shameful that 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell was allowed to continue 
for so many years, and it gave me tremen-
dous pride to support the policy’s repeal last 
year. 

I am very disappointed that H.R. 1540, the 
Fiscal Year 2012 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, included section 533, which would 
add a further step on the path to final repeal 
of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. It requires that each 
of the Armed Forces service chiefs approve 
repeal. While I believe that the input of the 
military is critical to a smooth transition to 
open military service, the current process that 
is already underway to repeal Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell includes significant input from the uni-
formed military personnel and Defense De-
partment leadership. In fact, under current law, 
the policy only ends 60 days after the Presi-
dent, Secretary of Defense, and Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff approve a Defense 
Department report confirming that the repeal 
of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell will not harm military 
readiness. Section 533 is nothing more than 
an attempt to delay final repeal. 

I supported final passage of H.R. 1540 be-
cause I strongly believe that the overwhelming 
majority of the provisions and policies in the 
legislation are good for our men and women 
in uniform and for the national security of the 
United States. However, I oppose the inclu-
sion of section 533 or any other provision to 
delay the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell in a 
final conference report on the Fiscal Year 
2012 Defense Authorization Act. At a time of 
global military engagement, we simply cannot 
afford to tell patriotic men and women that 
they are unfit to serve because of who they 
love. 

f 

NATIONAL CRITICAL CARE 
AWARENESS AND RECOGNITION 
MONTH 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in 
support of National Critical Care Awareness 
and Recognition Month and applaud the work 
of the nation’s critical care medical profes-
sionals, including the doctors, nurses, res-
piratory therapists and pharmacists, among 
others, who provide care to the nearly five mil-
lion Americans admitted into traditional, sur-
gical, pediatric or neo-natal intensive care 
units each year. These patients require a spe-
cialized level of care that is technology-inten-
sive, requires continuous monitoring, and in-
volves a high use of tests, medications and 
procedures. 
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Critical care medicine consumes a signifi-

cant proportion of our health care expendi-
tures, representing 13 percent of all hospital 
costs, with the total costs of critical care serv-
ices in the U.S. exceeding $80 billion annually. 

Despite the significant role critical care med-
icine plays in providing high quality health care 
and its impact on health care costs, it is often 
not understood as a distinct specialty posing 
intense challenges in the health care system— 
from workforce shortages, poorly coordinated 
outcomes research and challenges in pro-
viding appropriate care at the end of a pa-
tient’s life. 

If we are to reduce costs and improve the 
quality of medical care, it is also important to 
consider and assess the unique demands of 
critical care medicine. That is why I have intro-
duced the Critical Care Assessment and Im-
provement Act of 2011, which would ensure 
our critically ill and injured patients continue to 
receive the highest quality care by identifying 
gaps in the current critical care delivery model 
and bolstering capabilities to meet future de-
mands. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in paying 
special tribute to the dedicated professionals 
who care for the sickest patients and their 
families, and commemorate Critical Care 
Awareness and Recognition Month by cospon-
soring the Critical Care Assessment and Im-
provement Act. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CEDRIC ALLEN 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize Cedric 
Allen, a leader in helping to support struggling 
families and an instrumental person in the bat-
tle against premature births, birth defects, and 
unhealthy pregnancies. Cedric lives in Allen, 
Texas, a suburb just north of Dallas, and 
serves as a security officer at the Trammel 
Crow Center in downtown Dallas. 

During his high school years in Mansfield, 
Louisiana, Cedric had a brief interaction with 
the March of Dimes. Throughout the progres-
sion of his adulthood he saw many people that 
he knew personally have premature births. It 
was then that Cedric knew that he had to 
make a difference. He rose to become an ad-
vocate for the March of Dimes. Raising over 
$250,000 for the March of Dimes foundation, 
Cedric has become the top individual fund-
raiser for the March of Dimes Dallas Division 
for the past 14 years. Cedric has also been 
ranked as the no. 4 walker in the state of 
Texas and ranks 12th in the nation. 

Cedric understands the importance of re-
search for pregnancies and infant health. Pre-
maturity is the leading cause of death before 
one year of age. 1 out of 7 babies are born 
prematurely in Texas each year compared to 
1 out of 8 babies throughout the U.S. 

Premature birth can have lifelong con-
sequences including cerebral palsy, hearing, 
vision and breathing problems. 

Cedric continues to work towards advancing 
research and community programs belonging 
to the March of Dimes. Hundreds have bene-
fited from Cedric’s tireless efforts at fund-
raising and his many other contributions. 

Mr. Speaker, I take great pride in joining his 
friends and colleagues to salute an extraor-
dinary leader, Cedric Allen. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF LAURA 
KAVAZANJIAN 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to mourn the passing of an outstanding 
young woman in my congressional district 
whose life was cut short in a tragic car acci-
dent on May 28th. Laura Kavazanjian of East 
Setauket, New York, was only 27 years old 
but already she was committed to making a 
difference in the lives of others. 

Laura had recently completed a master’s 
degree in international education policy at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education that fo-
cused on access to education for marginalized 
girls. She valued her own education and was 
passionate about creating opportunities for 
young women in the developing world to have 
the same access to learning. 

After earning her undergraduate degree 
from Brown University, Laura worked as a pro-
gram officer for the Clinton Foundation HIV/ 
AIDS Initiative in Mumbai, India designing and 
implementing a care and support program for 
more than 4,000 children living with HIV. She 
also conducted research in Malawi and 
worked for Save the Children and CARE for 
the Power to Lead Alliance, a program aimed 
at developing leadership among adolescent 
girls in six countries. Laura was on her way 
home from her five-year reunion at Brown with 
her fiancé, David Reidy, when the car accident 
occurred. 

In addition to her academic prowess, Laura 
was also a leader on the athletic fields, and 
played field hockey at Ward Melville High 
School and at Brown. I had the pleasure of 
meeting her when she worked in my district 
office as an intern and later on my campaign 
for re-election to Congress in New York’s first 
district. 

Indeed, Laura was a young woman of great 
promise with the motivation and the ability to 
realize her laudable goals. She had accom-
plished much in her short life, and I am sure 
she would have realized many other achieve-
ments. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of New York’s first 
congressional district, I express my heartfelt 
sorrow to Laura’s family, fiancé and friends 
following this tragic loss. We will always re-
member Laura Kavazanjian with love and ap-
preciation, and her memory will live on in our 
hearts. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DECA CON-
FERENCE CHAMPIONS FROM 
LIMA SENIOR HIGH PERFORM-
ANCE BASED SCHOOL 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
commend to the House the outstanding 

achievements of three high school students 
from my congressional district. 

Earlier this month, Lima Senior High Per-
formance Based School seniors Michael Fish-
er, Casey Reed, and John Willamowski won 
first place in the Financial Literacy category at 
the 2011 DECA International Career Develop-
ment Conference. They joined more than 
15,000 DECA students, advisors, and alumni 
at this four-day international competition— 
DECA’s highest level of competition—in Or-
lando, Florida. 

Their team project, Common Cents, was 
judged the best from among 160 entrants in 
that category. As part of their project, they 
partnered with Lima’s Superior Federal Credit 
Union to teach financial literacy to area 
kindergarteners. They also coordinated finan-
cial education activities at their high school. 
Their project earned second place in statewide 
competition, qualifying the team for the inter-
national contest. 

Michael, who serves as state DECA presi-
dent, will attend the University of Mount Union 
in the fall to study sports medicine. Casey 
plans to continue his education at The Ohio 
State University, where he will major in busi-
ness. John looks forward to studying political 
science and history at Ohio Northern Univer-
sity. I wish them every success in the future 
and commend them for their hard work—and 
salute the efforts of their advisor, Chrissy 
Frobose, who helped them prepare for the na-
tional competition. 

Mr. Speaker, all of Ohio can take great 
pride in the performance of these three schol-
ars, who are excellent role models for their 
peers. They are ideal examples of all that is 
right in our educational system today, and are 
to be commended for their outstanding 
achievement. 

f 

OPPOSING THE PATRIOT ACT 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I firmly be-
lieve the United States can secure our com-
munities without sacrificing the rights and lib-
erties that generations of Americans have 
fought so hard to protect. The PATRIOT Act 
fails this common sense test, which is why I 
have consistently opposed it and will vote 
against the extension of its provisions again 
today. 

The reauthorization of the USA PATRIOT 
Act under consideration by the House today 
extends provisions that give the Federal Gov-
ernment sweeping authority to spy on United 
States citizens. One such provision allows the 
government to obtain ‘‘any tangible thing’’ in 
its anti-terrorism investigation—including li-
brary or bookstore records—regardless of its 
relevance to the case. Another provision al-
lows Federal law enforcement to obtain wire-
taps without being required to identify the per-
son, building, or business being spied upon to 
a secret court. During the Bush Administration, 
the Justice Department used this authority to 
illegally wiretap American citizens. Evidence of 
past abuses demand that the Patriot Act be 
reformed with stricter oversight and better 
safeguards to ensure security does not come 
at the cost of our Constitutional freedoms. Re-
gretfully, the legislation on the floor today does 
not fix these problem provisions. 
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