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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Ashland Daily Independent, Nov.
17, 2010]

CHARLES WHEELER: HE WAS A LEADER IN

BUSINESS, POLITICS AND EDUCATION IN AREA

ASHLAND.—Charles Dona Wheeler spent
most of his adult life as a business, political
and education leader in this region. He died
quietly at his residence on Veterans Day. He
was 81.

As a business leader, he owned and oper-
ated Wheeler-Williams Hardware in Boyd
County from 1962 until he closed the business
in 2000. He also was a developer of Southern
Hills Estates, a beautiful, upscale subdivi-
sion off Boy Scout Road.

Wheeler’s political career began early in
life when he was elected to the Ashland
Board of City Commissioners at the age of
28. He went on to serve for eight years—or
four terms—as the representative from the
100th District in Kentucky. After leaving of-
fice, he remained a leader of the Republican
Party in Boyd County and in Kentucky for
many years.

Although he never earned a college degree,
Wheeler helped open the doors to a college
education for thousands of young people in
this region by serving on the Morehead State
University Board of Regents. His decade of
service on the MSU governing body during a
time of great growth for the university con-
tinues to benefit this region by the many
students the university has helped train who
continue to play important roles in this
area’s business, educational, cultural and so-
cial life.

To his wife of 60 years, Mary Kathryn
Wheeler, and his large extended family,
Charles Wheeler was a loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother
and uncle. To others in this community,
Charles Wheeler was a leader who made a dif-
ference through his many years of quietly
working for the betterment of this commu-
nity and this region.

——

NATIONAL ALZHEIMER’S PROJECT
ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, Alz-
heimer’s is a devastating disease that
takes a tremendous personal and eco-
nomic toll on both the individual and
the family. Today, an estimated 5.3
million Americans—including more
than 25,000 Mainers—are living with
Alzheimer’s disease, more than double
the number in 1980. If nothing is done
to change the current trajectory, 13.5
million Americans over the age of 65
will have Alzheimer’s disease by 2050.

In addition to the suffering it causes,
Alzheimer’s costs the United States
$172 billion a year, primarily in nursing
home and other long-term care costs.
This figure will only increase exponen-
tially as the baby boom generation
ages. If nothing is done to slow or stop
the disease, Alzheimer’s will cost the
United States $20 trillion over the next
40 years.

At a time of mounting deficits, the
increasing number of Alzheimer’s cases
has dire implications for our Federal
budget as well. The average annual
Medicare payment for an individual
with Alzheimer’s is three times higher
than for those without the condition.
For Medicaid, average payments are
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nine times higher. Failure to achieve
progress in the fight against the dis-
ease will result in Alzheimer’s costs to
Medicare skyrocketing more than 600
percent and costs to Medicaid growing
more than 400 percent by 2050.

Despite these alarming projections,
to date there is no national strategy to
defeat Alzheimer’s, and our efforts to
combat the disease have lacked coordi-
nation and focus. That is why I am so
pleased that the Senate last night
passed the National Alzheimer’s
Project Act, which I introduced with
Senator BAYH, to create a coordinated
strategic national plan for combating
Alzheimer’s disease.

The National Alzheimer’s Project
Act, which is based on a key rec-
ommendation of the nonpartisan Alz-
heimer’s Study Group led by former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
former Senator Bob Kerrey of Ne-
braska, will launch a campaign within
the Federal Government to overcome
Alzheimer’s disease. First, it directs
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to create a coordinated Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Disease Plan to
combat Alzheimer’s disease. This plan
will be updated annually and a report
will be submitted to Congress assessing
the Nation’s progress in preparing for
the growing burden of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.

The legislation also establishes an
Interagency Advisory Council to advise
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services on the plan, which is also to
include implementation steps and rec-
ommendations for priority actions. The
advisory council is also charged with
coordinating all Federal efforts on Alz-
heimer’s research, care, institutional
services, and home and community-
based programs.

Funding for these activities will
come from existing funding appro-
priated for the Department of Health
and Human Services. No new funding is
authorized. The coordinated effort
called for in the legislation will simply
ensure that our existing resources are
maximized and leveraged to combat
Alzheimer’s disease.

Our legislation has broad, bipartisan
support. It was passed out of the Sen-
ate HELP Committee unanimously,
and it has now been approved unani-
mously by the full Senate, clearing it
for action by the House of Representa-
tives.

————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR LANCE
BURNETT

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize MAJ Lance Burnett’s
service to his country and as an Air
Force fellow on my staff. Major Bur-
nett joined my office through the Con-
gressional Fellows Program. Over the
past year, he has been an invaluable
addition to my staff. He has dem-
onstrated an expertise with military
policy issues and built close relation-
ships both within the office and on
Capitol Hill.
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As a member of my staff, Major Bur-
nett has been closely involved in a
number of policy areas. He has assisted
with the defense appropriations proc-
ess, liaised with the Veterans Affairs
Committee, and coordinated congres-
sional delegations. He has served as an
adviser on issues relating to the armed
services to me and my staff, adding in-
valuable perspective. He has exempli-
fied the Air Force values of “‘Integrity
First, Service before Self, and Excel-
lence in All We Do’ through his work.
The Air Force has recognized his serv-
ice through his selection for promotion
to the rank of lieutenant colonel on
August 26, 2010.

Major Burnett hails from Cameron,
TX. He received his bachelor of science
degree from Texas A&M University and
his commission from the Air Force Of-
ficer and Training School. Since earn-
ing his flight wings in 1998, Major Bur-
nett has become a senior navigator,
completing over 2,800 flight hours of
with 613 hours of them in combat.

Major Burnett has served as an in-
structor and evaluator navigator in
both the Air Mobility Command and
the Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand, flying support missions for Oper-
ations Southern Watch, Joint Forge,
Joint Endeavor, Enduring Freedom,
Iraqi Freedom, as well as numerous
counternarcotics missions in South
America.

Prior to being accepted into the Con-
gressional Fellows Program, Major
Burnett was the MC-130E/H standard-
ization and evaluation branch chief at
Headquarters Air Force Special Oper-
ations Command where he was respon-
sible for all 30 MC-130E Combat Talon
and MC-130H Combat Talon II aircraft
in the USAF inventory and their asso-
ciated 390 aircrew members. He has
been honored with the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Air Medal with six
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, the Air Force Com-
bat Action Medal, and the 2006 General
P.K. Carlton Award for Valor. Major
Burnett and his wife Andrea have two
children, Peyton and Andrew.

I would like to pay a special tribute
to Major Burnett’s tremendous public
service and recognize his work on be-
half of Pennsylvanians.

————
TAKE A VETERAN TO SCHOOL

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my profound apprecia-
tion for the Take a Veteran to School
Day program in my home State of
Maine with ceremonies that took place
on November 9 and 10 of this year, ap-
propriately right before Veterans Day
on November 11. And it is especially
fitting that we recognize these events
this week as we paused this past Tues-
day, on December 7, to remember those
who perished 69 years ago at Pearl Har-
bor, a day that President Franklin
Roosevelt declared ‘‘will live in in-
famy.”

First and foremost, I want to extend
my enormous gratitude to the Maine
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National Guard, and especially MG
John Libby, Maine’s Adjutant General,
who not only reached out to our vet-
erans to encourage their engagement
in the program, but who also partici-
pated in the Rockland District Middle
School ceremony. In addition, joining
with the Guard in bringing the History
Channel’s national award-winning pro-
gram to fruition in Maine was Time
Warner Cable, which sponsored the pro-
gram and should be commended for its
example and dedication to this out-
standing endeavor.

Together, leaders of our military and
our media have combined efforts in the
noble undertaking of saluting our vet-
erans through the Take a Veteran to
School Day initiative, which brings
veterans into our schools to share their
personal stories of service and sacrifice
for the Nation with students and edu-
cators. It has become an invaluable op-
portunity for students to learn what
Veterans Day and serving our Nation
in uniform truly means—and it pro-
vides a unique chance to express a
heartfelt and well-earned ‘‘thank you”’
to the brave men and women who from
generation to generation have woven
the fabric of America’s greatness.

And I couldn’t be more pleased that
more than 650 students and educators,
200 local community members, and 100
veterans from every military conflict
since World War II made Maine’s inau-
gural Take a Veteran to School Day

program a resounding success. This
year, in my State of Maine, three
schools—York Middle School, Bidde-

ford High School, and Rockland Dis-
trict Middle School—shared in paying
tribute to our veterans in our first ever
program.

I cannot thank the sponsors and sup-
porters of this program enough for rec-
ognizing how vital it is that young
Americans are able to hear the per-
sonal stories of service in the military,
and to remember the sacrifices made
by Maine veterans for our country. In
fact, Time Warner Cable recorded 20
veterans’ stories for the Library of
Congress’s Veterans’ History Project,
which will be added to its archives so
that future generations will have an
opportunity to hear veterans speak
about their service to the Nation,
bringing a personal perspective to mili-
tary history that students otherwise
would only learn about through books.

As The York Weekly reported, York
Middle School Principal Steve Bishop
introduced the veterans in attendance
by saying, ‘“‘my hope is that you gain a
sense that the opportunities you have
today are made possible by the vet-
erans behind me.”” As you can imagine,
I am looking forward to next year’s
program, and I hope that States and
school districts around the Nation will
follow suit in shining a spotlight on
our veterans through this wonderful
enterprise. Make no mistake, it is be-
cause of our veterans that America is
the greatest Nation on Earth, and the
Take a Veteran to School Day program
is a shining testament to that immu-
table truth.
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When we pay homage to our coura-
geous veterans, we are demonstrating
that we always reserve our deepest re-
spect and praise for those who have
summoned the courage to place them-
selves in harm’s way on our behalf.
That they have done so in order to en-
sure the blessings of liberty makes us
grateful beyond words.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

AIRBORNE

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, for
the past 2 years I have had the honor
and the privilege of joining with my
colleague from Rhode Island, Mr. REED,
and other colleagues, in bringing before
the Senate a resolution honoring those
who are serving and have served in Air-
borne units of our armed services on
the occasion of National Airborne Day.
Albert Caswell, an employee of the
Capitol Guide Service, has penned a
poem in honor of a member of the 82nd
Airborne Division, SGT Jared Lemon
who is recovering from injuries suf-
fered from the detonation of an Impro-
vised Explosive Device while deployed
to Afghanistan. I ask that this poem be
printed in the RECORD.
The material follows:
ATRBORNE

Airborne!

Men of Honor, who wear that uniform. . ..

Strength In Honor, who march on!

An Alaskan son. .. a Freedom Fighter,
Jared this one

Who marched off to war, to do what must be
done!

All there, walking through the valley of
death. . ..

Where courage crests!

As upon a battlefield of honor, lie dying. . .

With his Brother in Arms Joseph, heroically
dead beside him. . ..

As with tears he would find then!

As on the morning he awoke. . ..

As to him his fine heart so spoke. . ..

So spoke to him. . ..

About living for his fallen brother, whose
blood that binds them!

As his new battle had begun!

To rebuild, as to new heights his great Alas-
kan heart would run!

And even though he had lost an arm, to
heights he has flown!

For he’s Airborne!

With a heart so bold, so warm!

For no mountain is too big to climb!

For there are new frontiers, in his heart
which appears. . ..

Bringing us all to such tears!

For he’s Airborne!

As yes Jared you so march on!

The 82nd, lock and load. . ..

As a man who so lives, so lives by such a
most heroic code!

One of such selfless, as have all of those!

America’s men and women in uniform!

Who are Airborne. . ..

As where the face of courage is worn!

And if I ever had a son. . ..

I but wish, that he could but be as heroic you
Jared, the one!

For Jared, you will Teach Us, Reach Us and
so Beseech Us!

For you are Airborne!e
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REMEMBERING SENATOR TED
STEVENS

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, the

loss of our dear friend, Senator Ted

Stevens of Alaska, last August touched

everyone in this body and a great many

Members of the Senate’s extended fam-

ily here in the Capitol complex. Albert

Caswell, a member of the Capitol Guide

Service, has penned a poem in honor

and remembrance of this great Amer-

ican, patriot, husband, father and pub-

lic servant. I ask that Mr. Caswell’s

poem be printed in the RECORD.

The material follows:
A GLACIER

America.

Our Country Tis of Thee . . .

Was but built, but by such most patriotic
men as he . . .

Brave hearts of strength, pioneers of courage
and liberty . . .

A trail blazer, as Ted was he . . .

A Giant . . .

A Glacier. . .

A mountain of aman . . .

A mirror of this great frontier . . .
great land!

A magnificent Alaskan, who to greatness he
ran. . .

Ted Stevens, is but an Icon of this great land

of this

A Founding Father, who helped this 49th
State stand . . .

One of The Greatest Generation, who helped
Save The World . . . as was this man

The longest serving Republican Senator, in
history . . .

‘Oh what A Tour ‘De Force, as upon the Sen-
ate floor was he . . .

Uncle Ted, was but the very height to which
a public servant can be!

Don’t get even, Get Stevens . . . to succeed!

Tough on the outside, but inside such a
gentle heart would beat . . .

Words like, God, Family, Country, Alaska,
Military, Courage, leadership, in his
heart we see!

A Glacier died this day, as we cried this day

Mountains may break apart, and fall to the
sea . . .

But Glaciers like Ted, your memory will
never . . . so be lost in history . . .

And all of those giants you walked with like,
Dole, Byrd, Inouye, Simpson and Ken-
nedy . . .

As your fine life of public service, will upon
this floor forever speak!

Rise up now to Heaven our fine son, Alaska’s

and America’s great friend . . .

Angel’s with Distinguished Flying

Crosses, our Lord so needs them . . .®

For

——————

RECOGNIZING FIBER MATERIALS,
INC.

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, America
has maintained its role as the world’s
most innovative and predominant
economy in large part due to its 27.5
million small businesses. And many of
these companies partake in significant
Federal contracting and subcon-
tracting opportunities, affording these
businesses with the ability to partici-
pate in the development of new and
cutting-edge technologies and prod-
ucts. I rise today to recognize one
Maine company that has taken part in
the Federal procurement process and
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