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encouraged the President to promptly nomi-
nate qualified nominees with dispatch. FBA
chapters in districts and circuits with pend-
ing judicial nominees have contacted their
home-state senators to urge a prompt vote
on their nominees. This advocacy must con-
tinue.

Will the FBA help to make a difference? If
the FBA doesn’t raise its voice, who will?

——
CONVICTION OF BAHA'I LEADERS

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today I wish to express my concern
about the detention of seven leading
members of the Baha’i community in

Iran: Mahvash Sabet, Fariba
Kamalabadi, Jamaloddin Khanjani,
Afif Naeimi, Saeid Rezaie, Behrouz

Tavakkoli, and Vahid Tizfahm.

The seven leaders were arrested in
2008 and accused of espionage and prop-
aganda against the state. In June, the
Iranian Government sentenced them to
20 years in prison, a sentence which
was subsequently reduced to 10 years.

The State Department, the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees, and lead-
ing human rights organizations like
Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch have all expressed con-
cern about the harsh sentence and the
lack of due process in these cases.

The seven Baha’i leaders were held
for 2 years without formal charges and
access to legal representation and they
were convicted behind closed doors.

The Senate added its voice to this
case by passing a resolution introduced
by Senator WYDEN, S. Res. 71, calling
on the Government of Iran to release
the seven leaders and respect the free-
dom of religion of the Baha’i commu-
nity.

These convictions are yet another ex-
ample of the abuses suffered by the
Baha’i community, the largest reli-
gious minority in Iran with more than
300,000 members.

The Baha’i are denied official rec-
ognition of their faith by the state and
are barred from establishing places of
worship and schools. According to the
U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, Baha’is cannot serve in
the military and are barred from gov-
ernment jobs and benefits.

In condemning the sentences as a
violation of Iran’s obligations under
the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton stated: ‘“‘Freedom
of religion is the birthright of people of
all faiths.” I could not agree more.

As a U.S. Senator representing ap-
proximately 30,000 Baha’i Americans in
California, I urge the Iranian Govern-
ment to release these seven leaders and
allow the Baha’i community in Iran to
practice their religion freely and with-
out fear of persecution.

————
NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, the de-
velopment of natural gas in the U.S. is
vital to our energy security, environ-
ment, and economy. As we continue to
craft policies affecting the develop-
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ment of natural gas, we must ensure
participants in policy crafting are
above reproach.

U.S. natural gas supplies are abun-
dant and will increase our Nation’s en-
ergy security. There is an estimated
2,000 trillion cubic feet of U.S. natural
gas reserves found in shale gas plays
across the U.S. As countries around the
world move aggressively to secure oil
resources, U.S. natural gas reserves
can play an important role in enhanc-
ing our energy security.

The significant U.S. reserves of nat-
ural gas provide the opportunity to re-
shape our energy future. A recent
study by the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, MIT, states that nat-
ural gas will provide an increasing
share of America’s energy needs over
the next several decades, doubling its
share of the energy market from 20 per-
cent today to 40 percent.

The increase in our natural gas re-
serves is creating economic opportuni-
ties for American workers and commu-
nities around the country. In 2008, nat-
ural gas companies directly employed
roughly 622,000 Americans and indi-
rectly sustained almost 2.2 million ad-
ditional jobs. The industry contributed
$385 billion to our Nation’s economy in
2008 alone. Representing Oklahoma, I
recognize the benefits of the natural
gas industry all too well. One in seven
jobs in Oklahoma is directly or indi-
rectly supported by the energy indus-
try. According to the U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration, Oklahoma
ranks third in the country in natural
gas production.

One of the key techniques for natural
gas production is hydraulic fracturing.
I have spoken on this floor many times
over the past 2 years about the value of
this production method. Hydraulic
fracturing, coupled with horizontal
drilling, has not only aided in the pro-
duction of both o0il and natural gas
from more than a million wells over
the past 60 years, production from
thousands of wells is dependent on hy-
draulic fracturing. First used in 1947,
hydraulic fracturing allows previously
inaccessible reserves of natural gas to
be recovered with a relatively small
footprint. A mixture of pressurized
water, sand and additives—less than 1
percent of the overall mixture—is used
to create small fissures in the shale
rock which releases the natural gas, al-
lowing it to flow up the wellbore to be
collected.

As natural gas development assumes
a more prominent role in our Nation’s
energy supply, some Members of Con-
gress and the administration are look-
ing at ways to have the federal govern-
ment regulate the natural gas indus-
try. Natural gas drilling and hydraulic
fracturing is regulated effectively at
the State level. Legislation has been
introduced in Congress, the Fracturing
Responsibility and Awareness of
Chemicals Act of 2009, FRAC Act, to
impose new Federal regulations on hy-
draulic fracturing which would only
add unnecessary regulations on this
vital industry.
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The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, EPA, is considering how to con-
struct its study of fracking, which was
ordered last year by Congress after the
agency’s 2004 study, that declared the
technology safe, was criticized by some
groups as being as flawed. The EPA’s
Science Advisory Board recently re-
leased a list of candidates for its panel
to assist with the review of its Hydrau-
lic Fracturing Study Plan. This panel
is to provide technical and scientific
advice to the EPA as it crafts the
study plan.

This is a great practice by the EPA
to seek advice from knowledgeable ex-
perts and sound science to develop pol-
icy. These panel members must be
above reproach. Sadly, several of these
candidates have a troubled history, in-
cluding questions about expert sci-
entific credentials, error-laden re-
search on the issue of hydraulic frac-
turing, and questions of objectivity
based on previous research and state-
ments regarding fracking.

One nominee is an environmental ac-
tivist who also happens to be a sci-
entist. A chemist by trade, she
consults and advocates against various
industries, including the petrochemical
and natural gas industries. Her activist
roots color her professional judgments.
In fact, her expert testimony was once
excluded from trial. If her so-called ex-
pert judgment was inadequate for a
court of law, how can it be adequate for
our nation’s top environmental agen-
cy?

Another nominee issued a draft re-
port concluding that natural gas pro-
duction specifically using hydraulic
fracturing negates the clean burning
attributes of natural gas. However, the
report contained so many errors that
the author was forced to withdraw it
shortly after it was released.

It is clear that these nominees are
simply opposed to natural gas develop-
ment and have already rendered a judg-
ment regarding hydraulic fracturing,
which raises serious questions about
their ability to objectively assess sci-
entific data on this issue and remain
impartial. Clearly, they are not impar-
tial.

But more troubling are the questions
raised about their scientific credentials
and quality of their academic research.
Having testimony thrown out by a
court of law and being forced to with-
draw research on this subject because
of errors should disqualify an indi-
vidual from serving on the Agency’s
panel of advisors.

EPA record for accepting comments
on the nominees to assist the Science
Advisory Board will soon close. I know
that the EPA has received a wide vari-
ety of comments, and I urge the EPA
Administrator and the Science Advi-
sory Board to carefully consider these
comments so that this study may be
above reproach and not be affected by
anti-natural gas political agendas.
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REMEMBERING ALLAN PURDY

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, on behalf
of my fellow Missourians, I wish to re-
member the life and achievements of
Mr. Allan Purdy, a native of Missouri
and the founding president of the Na-
tional Association of Student Finan-
cial Aid Administrators, NASFAA, who
died at age 96 this past October. Mr.
Purdy dedicated his life to removing fi-
nancial barriers to higher education
and the awards and scholarships that
are named after him are a testament to
his hard work and dedication to this
purpose.

Mr. Purdy’s passion for financial aid
and serving students was sparked by
his extraordinary life experiences. He
graduated from high school without a
nickel in 1932—the middle of the Great
Depression. He managed to attend col-
lege through the National Youth Ad-
ministration, a newly created national
work program for students. Although
he only earned $15 a month at 25 cents
an hour through the program, it was
enough to attend the College of Agri-
culture at the University of Missouri,
where he ultimately earned a graduate
degree.

After graduating, Allan taught at
Rutgers University and then joined the
U.S. Navy where he served as a PT boat
captain during World War II. After the
war, he returned to the University of
Missouri, MU, to work as an extension
horticulturist—driving across the
State to help farmers resolve problems
with their fruit and vegetable crops. As
he toured the State, he met many
qualified students who lacked the fi-
nancial resources to attend college. He
advocated grant and work aid for these
students to allow them to attend col-
lege. Allan was so diligent at recruit-
ing these students that he was pro-
moted to assistant to the dean of the
College of Agriculture. In this position,
he recruited students, arranged schol-
arships and part-time jobs for students,
and helped graduates find jobs.

At this time, catching the attention
of the MU president, Allan was asked
to start a department in the Presi-
dent’s Office to coordinate all scholar-
ships, jobs, and loans for all students
on campus. Under the direction of the
MU president, Allan began meeting
with other aid administrators in the
Midwest, which led to the formation of
the Midwest Association of Student Fi-
nancial Aid Administrators in 1962. The
group eventually grew to become
NASFAA in 1969 and was incorporated
in 1973 as a nonprofit corporation in
the District of Columbia and empha-
sized, above all else, the needs of stu-
dents.

Shortly after Allan’s retirement in
1979, as then-Governor of Missouri, it
was my pleasure to appoint him to the
Missouri Higher Education Loan Au-
thority, MOHELA, in 1981 where he
served more than 20 years. During that
time he worked to implement borrower
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benefit programs including loan for-
giveness and low interest rates. The
Purdy Scholarship Fund to benefit stu-
dents demonstrating the greatest fi-
nancial need was also established to
honor his legacy.

At the 2006 NASFAA National Con-
ference in Seattle, Mr. Purdy told his
financial aid colleagues, ‘It has been a
wonderful 40 years of service to stu-
dents.”

“It is, I'm sure, a wonderful experi-
ence to each of you when you see stu-
dents that have long-since graduated
and now are gray-haired, and they
thank you for what you have done for
them over the years,” Allan added.
“That is your overtime pay. Certainly
we are not in the highest paid profes-
sion, but I think that we have the high-
est rewards for the work that we have
done.”

Allan is survived by his wife Vivian
and their four children, Robert,
George, Ray and Christina, and their
families.

It is my distinct honor to remember
Allan Purdy’s life today. His legacy of
opening the doors of college to Missou-
rians will be remembered by the count-
less lives he touched.e

——
CALIFORNIA MEDAL WINNERS

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
the recipients of the National Medal of
Science and National Medal of Tech-
nology and Innovation from my State
of California.

I am so proud of the National Medal
of Science Recipients from California:
Yahir Aharonov from Chapman Univer-
sity, Marye Anne Fox from the Univer-
sity of California San Diego, Stanley B.
Prusiner from the University of Cali-
fornia San Francisco, and Amnon
Yariv, from the California Institute of
Technology.

I am also very proud of the National
Medal of Technology and Innovation
Recipients: Marcian Hoff, Stanley
Mazor, and Federico Faggin, from the
Intel Corporation.

Since its creation by Congress in
1959, the National Medal of Science has
honored individuals for their out-
standing contributions to knowledge in
the physical, biological, mathematical,
engineering, chemistry, and social
sciences.

The National Medal of Technology
and Innovation is presented to individ-
uals, teams, and companies for
achievement in the innovation, devel-
opment, commercialization, and man-
agement of technology.

It is a great honor to receive these
medals which represent the highest
honor for achievements in science and
technology that are bestowed by the
President of the United States.

This week, we recognized those who
have invested so much in the advance-
ment of knowledge and who inspire the
next generation to follow in their foot-
steps. In order for our country to re-
main a strong leader in science and in-
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novation, we must continue to promote
and invest in the sciences and honor
those who have accomplished so much
in the name of discovery.

I offer my heartfelt congratulations
to these accomplished recipients from
my State and wish them the best in
their continued pursuits of science and
technology research and innovation.e

———

REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER A.
WILSON

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
am honored to commemorate San
Diego Police Officer Christopher A.
Wilson, who tragically died in the line
of duty on October 28, 2010 in San
Diego. He was 50.

Throughout his 17-year career with
the San Diego Police Department, Offi-
cer Wilson placed duty ahead of his
personal safety while protecting the
community in southeast San Diego.

Christopher Wilson was an extraor-
dinary police officer. He trained more
than 50 police officers, many of whom
have stated that they are better offi-
cers because of him. A past trainee de-
clared, ‘‘Chris was always interested in
making me the best officer he could.”
In addition to training officers, for
more than 2 years Officer Wilson
helped a fellow officer recuperate from
an on-duty shooting by monitoring his
physical and mental health. San Diego
Police Chief William Lansdowne said
that Officer Wilson was ‘‘the kind of
person you want in your department,
your City.”

In a moving tribute to a committed
and caring man, more than 700 people
attended a candlelight vigil in the Sky-
line neighborhood to honor Officer Wil-
son, demonstrating the community’s
admiration for this brave and honor-
able man. More than 2,000 police offi-
cers, dignitaries, and community mem-
bers paid tribute to Officer Wilson at
his memorial service on November 4,
2010.

Officer Wilson is survived by his
mother Anne Myers, son Conner, and
daughter Kaylee. My thoughts and
prayers are with them during this trag-
ic time. I also send my deepest condo-
lences to Officer Wilson’s colleagues in
the San Diego Police Department who
serve our community and protect our
people every day.e

——
WAYNE NATIONAL FOREST

e Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President,
75 years ago this November, Ohio’s first
national forest was established. On No-
vember 12, 1935, 43 acres in the Appa-
lachian foothills of Lawrence County
became the Wayne National Forest.
Today, more than 240,000 acres of re-
claimed and reforested land spanning
12 counties makeup the ‘“Wayne.”’

For 75 years, rangers, foresters, and
dedicated volunteers have worked to
restore landscapes that had been aban-
doned or stripped bare by mining and
logging. The early years of the Wayne
corresponded with President Franklin
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