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Hospice supports the basic human
needs for feeling comfortable, in a fa-
miliar environment, surrounded by lov-
ing caregivers and family during the
later stages of life. Hospice care is an
effective model for the interaction of
interdisciplinary teams of health pro-
fessionals, family members and volun-
teers in providing care for those need-
ing care in our communities.

The movement to provide health care
and supportive services in the home en-
vironment has evolved rapidly over the
past few decades. Home care services
typically bring the expertise and com-
passion of providers in numerous dis-
ciplines into the setting where most
sick patients prefer to reside—the
home. More than 11 million Americans
benefit each year from this approach.

We have made great strides in ad-
vancing care for all Americans through
the recently enacted Affordable Care
Act. A key provision in this effort is
the establishment of a Medicare hos-
pice concurrent care demonstration
program, which would allow patients
who are eligible for hospice care to also
receive all other Medicare covered
services during the same period of
time. Following establishment of this
program, I am hopeful that this coun-
try will move in a direction where indi-
viduals and families do not have to
make the difficult choice between hos-
pice and curative care in the Medicare
Program.

On behalf of Oregon home health and
hospice providers celebrating Novem-
ber as home care and hospice month, I
thank the thousands of everyday he-
roes such as home health nurses, thera-
pists, and aides, who work tirelessly to
provide professional health and pallia-
tive care and support to millions of
Americans in need of quality health
services. Their efforts allow families to
stay together, and provide greater
comfort and dignity to those in our
communities.

——————

THE JOHN HANSON NATIONAL
MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize a fellow Marylander, John
Hanson, whose statue graces Statuary
Hall here in the U.S. Capitol. George
Washington is properly revered as the
“Father of our Country’ and the Na-
tion’s first President. But we mustn’t
overlook John Hanson’s seminal con-
tributions to the birth of the United
States. In October 1781, the British sur-
rendered at Yorktown, VA, and the
American Revolution was over. A
month later, Hanson became the first
elected President of the Continental
Congress established under the Articles
of Confederation. He was unanimously
elected and served one term, from No-
vember 5, 1781 to November 3, 1782.

John Hanson’s administration began
the task of creating the governmental
infrastructure to meet the needs of a
growing, diverse nation. Under his
leadership, the Nation’s first central
bank was created, along with the post
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office, the departments of State, War
and Treasury, the diplomatic corps, the
national seal, and the annual observ-
ance of Thanksgiving Day. As the first
elected President of our independent
Nation, President Hanson began the
task of unifying the former colonies
and providing for their common de-
fense, communication, and economic
growth.

The John Hanson National Memorial
Association now seeks to memorialize
John Hanson and recognize his con-
tributions to our Nation. The associa-
tion proposes to create a national me-
morial on the Frederick County Court-
house courtyard, overlooking the site
of the John Hanson House in Fred-
erick, MD. Funds also will be raised to
establish a public education program
regarding President Hanson’s contribu-
tions to our democracy. Funding also
will be used to support the John Han-
son Institute, which would restore and
preserve President Hanson’s first
home, Mulberry Grove, on the banks of
Port Tobacco River in Charles County,
MD.

I ask my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting the efforts of the association to
recognize our first elected President,
John Hanson of Maryland.

———

RECOGNIZING EUHOFA

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I
recognize and congratulate EUHOFA,
an international association of hotel
and hospitality schools, on the occa-
sion of its 49th Congress, which was
held in Providence, RI, from November
7 through November 12, 2010.

EUHOFA International was founded
in Europe in 1955 with the mission of
enhancing the quality of the training
for the tourism industry throughout
the world. Its members represent the
world’s top hotel and hospitality col-
leges and universities in 45 countries.
Representatives from 19 of these coun-
tries attended this year’s congress in
Providence.

The 2010 EUHOFA Congress marks
only the second time this event has
taken place in the United States. This
year, as in 1994, the EUHOFA Congress
was hosted by Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity in Providence, which is home to
one of our Nation’s premier hospitality
schools.

The tourism industry is a vital part
of my State and our Nation’s economy.
Many people associate tourism solely
with vacations. But at its heart, tour-
ism provides an important bridge be-
tween countries and cultures, and at a
time of great change, this kind of un-
derstanding is essential for our na-
tional security and economic recovery.

I am very proud that Rhode Island
and Johnson & Wales University are
hosting this great event. On behalf of
the U.S. Senate, it is my pleasure to
congratulate the 49th EUHOFA Inter-
national World Congress.
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TRIBUTE TO MARGOT ALLEN

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I am
honored to rise today to pay tribute to
Margot Allen, an exceptional em-
ployee, a dedicated patriot, an extraor-
dinary woman, and a treasured friend,
in celebration of her 70th birthday.
Margot has been an invaluable part of
my congressional team since our first
campaign in 1994.

Raised in Alabama, Margot has the
charm and grace of a true southern
belle. Add to that her demand for preci-
sion and professionalism and her quick
wit, and it explains why she has been
known to elicit a, ‘“Why, thank you!”
from an obtuse obstructionist who has
quite politely been told to ‘‘take a long
walk off a short pier” in that capti-
vating southern drawl.

Margot’s work on behalf of veterans
and seniors in Nevada has earned her a
stellar reputation as the authority
among her peers and a miracle worker
among those constituents who have
benefited from her tenacious advocacy.
She has gained the respect and admira-
tion of those both in and out of govern-
ment agencies with whom she collabo-
rates. As a Regional Representative in
my Las Vegas office, Margot has been a
champion for Nevada’s servicemen and
women, working tirelessly to resolve
problems arising from bureaucracy or
errors—often times being able to bring
relief and hope to battle weary con-
stituents. Her association with active
duty and retirees from all branches of
service coupled with her deep apprecia-
tion for the ‘““Tradition of Honor and
Legacy of Valor’” has earned her pro-
found admiration from privates and
generals alike. At Nellis Air Force
Base in Las Vegas, NV, the Com-
manding Officer of the 99th Airbase
Wing is often referred to as the ‘“Mayor
of Nellis.” However, anybody who has
been stationed at Nellis will definitely
concede that it is Margot who is the
mayor. She knows everybody and ev-
erybody knows her.

Her passion for accuracy in grammar
and written composition took her to
the University of Alabama where she
worked as a professor. Margot also
taught English language skills to Pan-
amanians while she and her beloved
husband Leonard were living in Pan-
ama where he worked for the Depart-
ment of Defense. Her love of the
English language and her commitment
to scholarship has not only served her
well over the years but also become an
unequaled resource for my staff and
me. Margot provides the final inspec-
tion for every document that is sent
from any of my offices. She calmly,
methodically, and repeatedly teaches
the placement of commas, patiently
explains when healthcare is one word
or two, and has been known to ask staff
on more than one occasion, ‘‘Honey,
why don’t you just tell me what you
meant to say.”

I am very privileged as a United
States Senator to work with a team of
highly skilled, capable, and dedicated
staff members who are committed to
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this great country and the people of
Nevada, and any measure of excellence
that we achieve will bear the distinct
handprint of Margot Allen.

It is truly my pleasure and my honor
to recognize the outstanding contribu-
tion Margot Allen has made to my or-
ganization and to the people of Nevada
in the years she has been part of my
congressional team and to wish her a
very blessed and happy birthday.

——
NOMINATION OF JANET YELLEN

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I want
to briefly explain for the record my
votes on the nomination of Janet
Yellen to be a member of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem and to be Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System.

Dr. Yellen is qualified to sit on the
Board of Governors. She has already
been a member of the Board, and is
currently the president of a regional
Fed—the Federal Reserve Bank of San
Francisco. She has more monetary pol-
icy experience than most recent nomi-
nees and certainly understands what
the job requires.

However, I have serious concerns
about her views on monetary policy
and her actions during the credit and
housing bubble. In reviewing Federal
Open Market Committee, FOMC, meet-
ing minutes and transcripts, it is clear
to me that Dr. Yellen will support easy
money policies and I am afraid she will
not take inflation seriously. I do not
believe she will stand up to Chairman
Bernanke or break the groupthink that
exists at the Fed. The FOMC tran-
scripts and minutes I reviewed only
strengthen my concerns. I am also con-
cerned that as president of the San
Francisco Fed she did not spot or take
action to address the housing and cred-
it bubble while overseeing one of the
most affected regions of the country.
These reasons are why I oppose Dr.
Yellen’s nomination to be Vice-Chair-
man and will vote against her for that
position when the vote is called.

The RECORD will thus reflect my vote
against Dr. Yellen to be Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System.

———

NATIONAL PREMATURITY
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
would like to speak about the issue of
babies born prematurely, an area Sen-
ator DoDD and I have been working on
together for many years. November is
Prematurity Awareness Month and
today, November 17, is Prematurity
Awareness Day. This year, in the U.S.,
approximately 28,000 babies will die be-
fore their first birthday. In Tennessee,
236 babies are born preterm per week
on average, and, in 2007, 12,256 babies or
14.2 percent of all live births were pre-
mature.

According to the CDC, babies who
died from preterm birth-related causes
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accounted for more than 36 percent of
infant deaths in 2006. In addition to
being the leading cause of newborn
death, prematurity can cause those
who do survive a lifetime of health
challenges and intellectual disabilities.
Even infants born just a few weeks
early have higher rates of hospitaliza-
tion and illness than full-term infants.
The last few weeks of pregnancy are
critical to a baby’s health because
many important organs, including the
brain and lungs, are not completely de-
veloped until then.

We are making incredible advances
in how we treat these children, but we
need to do a lot more. This is a criti-
cally important issue. It is the kind of
issue that deserves more attention. I
am pleased to be joined by Senator
DopD in introducing the PREEMIE
Act, which reauthorizes and builds
upon our legislation from 2006. It is
supported by the March of Dimes,
American Academy of Pediatrics,
American Congress of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists and Association of
Women’s Health, Obstetric and Neo-
natal Nurses, to name a few. I urge my
colleagues to cosponsor this legisla-
tion.

Mr. DODD. I thank my colleague. 1
am pleased to join my good friend, the
senior Senator from Tennessee, in this
effort. Five years ago, we stood on this
floor discussing the risks, costs, and
toll of premature birth. Following
three decades of increases, in 2008, the
Nation achieved the first 2-year decline
in the preterm birth rate to 12.3 per-
cent. This rate is still too far from the
Healthy People 2010 goal of 7.6 percent
and our Nation earns only a ‘‘D”’ on the
March of Dimes annual prematurity re-
port card. According to the National
Center for Health Statistics, in an av-
erage week in Connecticut, 84 babies
are born preterm. More than half a mil-
lion babies still are born preterm each
year, a serious health problem that
costs the United States more than $26
billion annually, according to the In-
stitute of Medicine. I believe that the
recent 2-year nationwide decline, albeit
small, is encouraging and this should
be the beginning of a positive trend.
The recent developments must be sup-
ported by access to better health care,
new research and new programs to
lower the risk of preterm birth.

This is why the Senator from Ten-
nessee and I have introduced the Pre-
maturity Research Expansion and Edu-
cation for Mothers Who Deliver Infants
Early Act. This important bill expands
research into the causes and preven-
tion of prematurity and increases edu-
cation and support services related to
prematurity. The March of Dimes has
been an important partner through its
leadership of a national prematurity
campaign, but they cannot combat this
serious and costly public health crisis
alone. The Federal Government must
partner with them to increase research
on the causes of preterm birth. I hope
more of my colleagues will join us in
supporting this important bill.
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TRIBUTE TO VICTOR PEREZ

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in thanking Fres-
no resident Victor Perez for his valiant
actions that resulted in the rescue of
an eight-year-old kidnapping victim
and the arrest of her alleged kidnapper.

I know I am joined by the victim’s
family and friends, the Fresno Police
Department, the entire Fresno commu-
nity and so many others across the
country in offering my deepest appre-
ciation to Mr. Perez for his bravery, his
quick thinking and his willingness to
put himself in harm’s way to protect a
child.

Mr. Perez, like many others in Fres-
no and around California, was deeply
concerned when he learned the news
about the abduction of an 8-year-old
girl from the front yard of a home in
central Fresno on October 4.

The next morning, when Mr. Perez
noticed a truck outside of his home
that matched the description of a vehi-
cle of interest reported in the news, he
decided that time was of the essence
and he had to take action.

Without hesitation, Mr. Perez
jumped into his truck and pursued the
suspicious vehicle. At one point during
the pursuit, he noticed a young girl in
the passenger seat, which strengthened
his resolve to track down the vehicle.
After seeing her, he said he had only
one thought in his mind, “I've got to
get that little girl out of there.”

He bravely pursued the suspect with
selfless disregard for his personal safe-
ty until he successfully cut off the ve-
hicle, forcing the suspect to stop.

Sensing that he was cornered by Mr.
Perez, the suspect pushed the young
victim out of the car and sped off. Mr.
Perez immediately tended to the young
victim and called 911 so that law en-
forcement officials could continue to
pursue the kidnapper. When the young
girl told Mr. Perez that she was scared,
he assured her that she was out of
harm’s way.

As a result of Mr. Perez’s heroic ac-
tions and the speedy response by hun-
dreds of law enforcement officers from
multiple jurisdictions, the suspected
kidnapper was apprehended. Most im-
portantly, the young girl has been re-
united with her mother and her family.

I am thankful for Mr. Perez’s altru-
ism and courage. His selfless actions
that led to the rescue of this little girl
represent the best ideals of being a
good neighbor, a Good Samaritan and a
responsible member of a community.

We shall always be grateful for his
heroic deeds on the morning of October
5, 2010.e

———
REMEMBERING LOUIS HENKIN
e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the life of Louis
Henkin.
As chairman of the Commission on
Security and Cooperation in Europe, I
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