
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S743 February 24, 2010 
SHAHEEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BYRD, Mr. ISAKSON, 
and Mr. BENNETT): 

S. Res. 421. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Guard Youth 
Challenge Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 315 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 315, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to improve the 
outreach activities of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 369 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
DORGAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
369, a bill to prohibit brand name drug 
companies from compensating generic 
drug companies to delay the entry of a 
generic drug into the market. 

S. 408 
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 408, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide a 
means for continued improvement in 
emergency medical services for chil-
dren. 

S. 422 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
422, a bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Public 
Health Service Act to improve the pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
heart disease, stroke, and other cardio-
vascular diseases in women. 

S. 493 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
LEMIEUX) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 493, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for the establishment of ABLE ac-
counts for the care of family members 
with disabilities, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 504 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 504, a bill to redesignate 
the Department of the Navy as the De-
partment of the Navy and Marine 
Corps. 

S. 678 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 678, a bill to reauthorize and 
improve the Juvenile Justice and De-
linquency Prevention Act of 1974, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 700 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 700, a bill to amend title II of 

the Social Security Act to phase out 
the 24-month waiting period for dis-
abled individuals to become eligible for 
Medicare benefits, to eliminate the 
waiting period for individuals with life- 
threatening conditions, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 753 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 753, a bill to prohibit the manu-
facture, sale, or distribution in com-
merce of children’s food and beverage 
containers composed of bisphenol A, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 886 

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 886, a bill to establish a 
program to provide guarantees for debt 
issued by State catastrophe insurance 
programs to assist in the financial re-
covery from natural catastrophes. 

S. 1221 

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1221, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure more appropriate payment 
amounts for drugs and biologicals 
under part B of the Medicare Program 
by excluding customary prompt pay 
discounts extended to wholesalers from 
the manufacturer’s average sales price. 

S. 1321 

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. PRYOR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1321, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a credit for property labeled under 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
Water Sense program. 

S. 1504 

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1504, a bill to provide that Federal 
courts shall not dismiss complaints 
under rule 12(b)(6) or (e) of the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure, except under 
the standards set forth by the Supreme 
Court of the United States in Conley v. 
Gibson, 355 U.S. 41 (1957). 

S. 1603 

At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio, 
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1603, a bill to amend sec-
tion 484B of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 to provide for tuition reimburse-
ment and loan forgiveness to students 
who withdraw from an institution of 
higher education to serve in the uni-
formed services, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1668 

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. JOHANNS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1668, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
inclusion of certain active duty service 

in the reserve components as quali-
fying service for purposes of Post–9/11 
Educational Assistance Program, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2760 

At the request of Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico, the name of the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 2760, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to provide 
for an increase in the annual amount 
authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry 
out comprehensive service programs 
for homeless veterans. 

S. 2776 

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2776, a bill to amend the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 to create the right business 
environment for doubling production of 
clean nuclear energy and other clean 
energy and to create mini-Manhattan 
projects for clean energy research and 
development. 

S. 2796 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 
of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2796, a bill to extend the authority of 
the Secretary of Education to purchase 
guaranteed student loans for an addi-
tional year, and for other purposes. 

S. 2919 

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2919, a bill to amend the 
Federal Credit Union Act to advance 
the ability of credit unions to promote 
small business growth and economic 
development opportunities, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2986 

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2986, a bill to authorize the 
Administrator of the Small Business 
Administration to waive interest for 
certain loans relating to damage 
caused by Hurricane Katrina, Hurri-
cane Rita, Hurricane Gustav, or Hurri-
cane Ike. 

S. 2995 

At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. DODD) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2995, a bill to 
amend the Clean Air Act to establish a 
national uniform multiple air pollut-
ant regulatory program for the electric 
generating sector. 

S. RES. 414 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 414, a resolution expressing the 
Sense of the Senate on the recovery, 
rehabilitation, and rebuilding of Haiti 
following the humanitarian crisis 
caused by the January 12, 2010, earth-
quake in Haiti. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and 
Ms. SNOWE): 

S. 3028. A bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to eliminate 
the 190-day lifetime limit on inpatient 
psychiatric hospital services under the 
Medicare program; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, our coun-
try has recently taken great steps for-
ward to support the principles of men-
tal health parity. In 2008, Congress has 
enacted two important pieces of legis-
lation to end discrimination against 
people suffering from mental illnesses. 

Congress passed the Paul Wellstone 
and Pete Domenici Mental Health Par-
ity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008, 
MHPAEA, to prohibit the establish-
ment of discriminatory benefit caps or 
cost-sharing requirements for mental 
health and substance use disorders. 
That same year Congress also passed 
the Medicare Improvements for Pa-
tients and Protections Act, MIPPA, 
which included legislation introduced 
by Senator SNOWE, and myself, the 
Medicare Mental Health Copayment 
Equity Act. This legislation prevented 
Medicare beneficiaries from being 
charged higher copayments for out-
patient mental health services than for 
all other outpatient physician services. 

Unfortunately, even with the passage 
of MIPPA, a serious mental health in-
equity remains in Medicare. Medicare 
beneficiaries are currently limited to 
only 190-days of inpatient psychiatric 
hospital care in their lifetime. This 
lifetime limit directly impacts Medi-
care beneficiaries’ access to psy-
chiatric hospitals, although it does not 
apply to psychiatric units in general 
hospitals. This arbitrary cap on bene-
fits is discriminatory to the mentally 
ill as there is no such lifetime limit for 
any other Medicare specialty inpatient 
hospital service. The 190-day lifetime 
limit is problematic for patients being 
treated in psychiatric hospitals as they 
may easily exceed the 190-days if they 
have a chronic mental illness. 

That is why Senator SNOWE and I are 
working together once again to address 
the last remaining mental health par-
ity issue in Medicare. Today, we are in-
troducing the Medicare Mental Health 
Inpatient Equity Act. Our legislation 
would eliminate the Medicare 190-day 
lifetime limit for inpatient psychiatric 
hospital care. It would equalize Medi-
care mental health coverage with pri-
vate health insurance coverage, expand 
beneficiary choice of inpatient psy-
chiatric care providers, increase access 
for the seriously ill, and improve con-
tinuity of care. 

This legislation is supported by 46 
national organizations that represent 
hospital associations, seniors’ organi-
zations and the mental health commu-
nity. I would like to thank a number of 
organizations who have been integral 
to the development of the Medicare 
Mental Health Inpatient Equity Act 
and who have endorsed our legislation 

today, including the AARP, the Amer-
ican Hospital Association, the National 
Association of Psychiatric Health Sys-
tems, and the American Psychological 
Association. 

Congress has now acted to address 
mental health parity issues for group 
health plans and for outpatient Medi-
care services. It is time to end this out-
moded law and ensure that bene-
ficiaries with mental illnesses have ac-
cess to a range of appropriate settings 
for their care. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in the Senate 
to achieve mental health parity in 
Medicare. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. 3031. A bill to authorize Drug Free 
Communities enhancement grants to 
address major emerging drug issues or 
local drug crises; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, I 
am pleased to join with Senator GRASS-
LEY to introduce the Drug Free Com-
munities Enhancement Act of 2010, a 
bill to authorize additional Drug Free 
Communities grants to help address 
major emerging drug issues and local 
drug crises. It is crucial that commu-
nities around the country have the 
leadership and resources needed to re-
spond to serious drug problems in a 
comprehensive and coordinated man-
ner. Drug Free Community, DFC, coali-
tions have been proven to significantly 
lower substance abuse rates in our 
communities nationwide. 

This legislation will allow current 
and former DFCs to apply for grants of 
up to $75,000 per year to implement 
comprehensive, community-wide strat-
egies to address emerging local drug 
issues or drug crises. The funds may 
also be used for DFC members to ob-
tain specialized training and technical 
assistance to improve the operation of 
their coalitions. These grants, which 
must be matched dollar for dollar, 
would be available to DFCs for up to 4 
years. 

The DFC program encourages local 
citizens to become directly involved in 
solving their community’s drug issues 
through grassroots community orga-
nizing and data-driven planning and 
implementation. Research shows that 
effective prevention hinges on the ex-
tent to which the entire community 
works comprehensively and collabo-
ratively to implement education, pre-
vention, enforcement, treatment, and 
recovery initiatives. The DFC program 
strategically invests Federal anti-drug 
resources at the community level with 
those who have the most power to re-
duce the demand for drugs—namely 
parents, teachers, business leaders, the 
media, religious leaders, law enforce-
ment officials, youth, and others. Drug 
Free Communities grantees execute 
collaborative strategies to address 
their communities’ unique substance 
use and abuse issues. This is the opti-
mal way to ensure that the entire com-
munity benefits from prevention. 

In Vermont, we have felt the pres-
ence of drug abuse and drug-related 
crime in our communities. The myth 
persists that drug abuse and drug-re-
lated crime are only big-city problems, 
but rural America is also coping with 
these issues. I have twice brought the 
Judiciary Committee to Vermont to 
examine these problems and gain per-
spectives to help shape solutions, and I 
hope to hold another field hearing in 
Vermont soon. I know well that law en-
forcement alone is not the solution for 
our communities. I have long advo-
cated an approach with equal attention 
to law enforcement, prevention and 
education, and treatment. 

Perhaps the most important compo-
nent in dealing with this crucial prob-
lem is collaboration. Community anti- 
drug coalitions have a unique ability to 
build on pre-existing relationships 
among parents, teachers, students, and 
law enforcement, which make them a 
critical component in reducing drug 
use. I have consistently supported 
funding for these coalitions and was 
pleased that last year 14 Vermont coa-
litions were awarded Drug Free Com-
munity grants totaling $1.2 million. 

Last week, I spoke with a number of 
Vermonters representing these commu-
nity partnerships and heard about the 
innovative frameworks they have im-
plemented to combat drug abuse in 
their communities, thanks in large 
part to DFC grants. This bill will en-
able many of them to secure supple-
mental funding to continue the impor-
tant work they do every day. Indeed, 
communities nationwide who are fac-
ing serious drug issues will benefit 
from these enhancement grants. 

The community coalition model has 
proven extremely effective, and has 
achieved impressive outcomes. We see 
significant results when we have people 
working together at the local, state, 
and Federal levels, and in the law en-
forcement, prevention, and treatment 
fields. We have seen that success in 
Vermont and throughout the country, 
but there is more work to be done. 
Drug abuse and drug-related crime is a 
persistent problem in America, in 
major metropolitan areas and rural 
communities alike. I hope all Senators 
will support this bipartisan bill so that 
communities nationwide can sustain 
effective community coalitions to re-
duce youth drug use. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3031 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Drug Free 
Communities Enhancement Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The epidemiology of drug use indicates 

that emerging drug trends increase over a 
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