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bill, we can give American businesses
and inventors a helping hand to stay
innovative.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
pleased that the Senate has acted
quickly and in a bipartisan way to en-
sure that fees collected by United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
USPTO, are not diverted for other pur-
poses this fiscal year.

The Director of the USPTO has done
a remarkable job in his short tenure
dealing with a massive backload of pat-
ent applications and a serious budget
shortfall. The action that Congress has
taken today will at least provide short
term financial help to the agency by
ensuring that the USPTO is not penal-
ized for having done more work this
fiscal year than it had anticipated.

More needs to be done to modernize
and improve our patent system, which
is a crucial component of our economic
recovery. Bipartisan patent reform leg-
islation is ready for Senate action.
This bill will provide the legal struc-
ture we need to allow our inventors to
flourish. It will improve our economy
and create jobs without adding a penny
to the deficit.

While I strongly support the action
the Senate has taken today, we cannot
fix our overburdened and outdated pat-
ent system simply through additional
appropriations. Congress must act on
meaningful patent reform legislation
this year.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read three times, passed, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the measure be printed in the
RECORD, without further intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5874) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

POLYCYSTIC KIDNEY DISEASE
AWARENESS WEEK

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 592, and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 592) designating the
week of September 13-19, 2010, as ‘‘Polycystic
Kidney Disease Awareness Week,” and sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Polycystic
Kidney Disease Awareness Week to raise
awareness and understanding of polycystic
kidney disease and the impact the disease
has on patients now and for future genera-
tions until it can be cured.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
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be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 592

Whereas polycystic kidney disease (known
as “PKD”) is one of the most prevalent life-
threatening genetic diseases in the world, af-
fecting an estimated 600,000 people in the
United States, including newborn babies,
children, and adults, regardless of sex, age,
race, geography, income, or ethnicity;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease comes
in 2 forms, autosomal dominant, which af-
fects 1 in 500 people worldwide, and
autosomal recessive, a rare form that affects
1 in 20,000 live births and frequently leads to
early death;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease causes
multiple cysts to form on both kidneys, lead-
ing to an increase in kidney size and weight;

Whereas the cysts caused by polycystic
kidney disease can be as small as the head of
a pin or as large as a grapefruit;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a sys-
temic disease that damages the kidneys and
the cardiovascular, endocrine, hepatic, and
gastrointestinal systems;

Whereas patients with polycystic kidney
disease often experience no symptoms during
the early stages of the disease, and many pa-
tients do not realize they have PKD until the
disease affects other organs;

Whereas the symptoms of polycystic kid-
ney disease can include high blood pressure,
chronic pain in the back, sides or abdomen,
blood in the urine, urinary tract infections,
heart disease, and kidney stones;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is the
leading genetic cause of kidney failure in the
United States;

Whereas more than half of patients suf-
fering from polycystic kidney disease will
reach Kkidney failure, requiring dialysis or a
kidney transplant to survive, thus placing an
extra strain on dialysis and kidney trans-
plantation resources;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease has no
treatment or cure;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease instills
in patients the fear of an unknown future
with a life-threatening genetic disease, and
of possible genetic discrimination;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is an ex-
ample of how collaboration, technological
innovation, scientific momentum, and pub-
lic-private partnerships can—

(1) generate therapeutic interventions that
directly benefit the people suffering from
polycystic kidney disease;

(2) save billions of Federal dollars paid by
Medicare, Medicaid, and other programs for
dialysis, kidney transplants,
immunosuppressant drugs, and related
therapies; and

(3) open several thousand spots on the kid-
ney transplant waiting list;

Whereas improvements in diagnostic tech-
nology and the expansion of scientific
knowledge about polycystic kidney disease
have led to—

(1) the discovery of the 3 primary genes
that cause polycystic kidney disease and the
3 primary protein products of the genes; and

(2) the understanding of cell structures and
signaling pathways that cause cyst growth,
which has produced multiple polycystic kid-
ney disease clinical drug trials; and
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Whereas thousands of volunteers through-
out the United States are dedicated to ex-
panding essential research, fostering public
awareness and understanding, educating pa-
tients and their families about polycystic
kidney disease to improve treatment and
care, providing appropriate moral support,
and encouraging people to become organ do-
nors: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 13-19,
2010, as ‘‘Polycystic Kidney Disease Aware-
ness Week’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of a na-
tional week to raise public awareness and
understanding of polycystic kidney disease;

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search into a treatment and a cure for poly-
cystic kidney disease; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States and interested groups to—

(A) support Polycystic Kidney Disease
Awareness Week through appropriate cere-
monies and activities;

(B) promote public awareness of polycystic
kidney disease; and

(C) foster understanding of the impact of
the disease on patients and their families.

————

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY OF
SENATE EMPLOYEES

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 601, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 601) to authorize tes-
timony of Senate employees in a grand jury
proceeding in the District of Columbia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this resolu-
tion would authorize employees in the
office of Senator JOHN ENSIGN to re-
spond to subpoenas or requests for tes-
timony by a Federal grand jury con-
vened in the District of Columbia to in-
vestigate matters relating to Senator
ENSIGN. The Senator would like to co-
operate with this request. This resolu-
tion would authorize the Senator’s
staff to testify in these or related pro-
ceedings, except where a privilege
should be asserted.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 601

Whereas, in a proceeding before a grand
jury of the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia testimony has been
sought from employees of the office of Sen-
ator John Ensign;
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Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial process, be taken from
such control or possession but by permission
of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate, now, there-
fore be it

Resolved, That current or former employees
of Senator John Ensign’s office are author-
ized to testify in the grand jury proceeding
or any related proceeding, except concerning
matters for which a privilege should be as-
serted.

———————

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 308, the adjourn-
ment resolution, received from the
House and at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 308)
providing for conditional adjournment of the
House of Representatives.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 308) was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 1000, the nomination
of RADM Sandra L. Stosz to serve as
Director of the Coast Guard Reserve;
that the nomination be confirmed and
the motion to reconsider be made and
laid upon the table; that upon con-
firmation, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
any statements relating to the nomina-
tion be printed in the RECORD, and the
Senate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

COAST GUARD

The following named officer for appoint-
ment to serve as the Director of the Coast
Guard Reserve pursuant to Title 14, U.S.C.,
section 53 in the grade indicated:

To be rear admiral lower half
Rear Adm. (1h) Sandra L. Stosz

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session.

————
ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JULY 30, 2010

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Friday, July 30;
that following the prayer and the
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
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leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day; that following any leader
remarks, the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, there
will be no rollcall votes during Friday’s
session of the Senate. Senators should
expect the next vote between 5:30 and
5:45 p.m. on Monday, August 2.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Ms. LANDRIEU. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:568 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
July 30, 2010, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate, Thursday, July 29, 2010:

IN THE COAST GUARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO SERVE AS THE DIRECTOR OF THE COAST GUARD RE-
SERVE PURSUANT TO TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION 53 IN THE
GRADE INDICATED:

To be rear admiral lower half
REAR ADM. (LH) SANDRA L. STOSZ

THE ABOVE NOMINATION WAS APPROVED SUBJECT TO
THE NOMINEE'S COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.
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