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Los Angeles; they put a foreign na-
tional behind bars for 78 months for 
participating in the transport of over 
9,000 illegal aliens to and from Los An-
geles; and they obtained a conviction 
and 16-year prison sentence against the 
founder of a domestic terrorist group 
that was planning attacks on U.S. mili-
tary operations. 

All of those prosecutions have oc-
curred in the last 13 months alone. 

André Birotte is a highly qualified 
individual who has been nominated not 
to lead an office embroiled in the poli-
tics of Washington, but instead that 
bears responsibility for investigating, 
prosecuting, deterring, and preventing 
Federal crimes against Americans and 
their families. 

I do not believe the leadership of this 
office should get caught up in an unre-
lated dispute. If someone objects to Mr. 
Birotte, I hope they will come forward. 
Otherwise, I hope that we can move 
forward quickly to confirm this nomi-
nee. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now resume legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

CALLING FOR A RENEWED FOCUS 
ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN’S 
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to proceed to the consid-
eration of S. Res. 415. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 415) calling for a re-

newed focus on the Government of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran’s violations of inter-
nationally-recognized human rights as found 
in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, today 
I rise to express support for the people 
whose voices have been silenced by the 
Government of Iran. For 8 months, vio-
lence has been waged against peaceful 
protesters. Free speech, free expres-
sion, and a free press have been sup-
pressed, and access to information and 
news has been limited through the jam-
ming of international broadcasting and 
restrictions on the Internet. 

According to a joint statement re-
leased by the United States and the EU 
on Monday, since the flawed Iranian 
election in June, there have been large 
scale detentions and mass trials of 
peaceful demonstrators; threatened 
executions of protestors; intimidation 
of family members of those detained; 
and the continued denial of peaceful 
expression, contrary to universal 
norms of human rights. 

This statement was issued in advance 
of today’s protests in Iran marking the 

31st anniversary of the Islamic revolu-
tion, in anticipation of widespread vio-
lence and additional arrests which are 
occurring as we speak. These and other 
events in Iran represent blatant viola-
tions of international standards for 
human rights. This is why I have come 
to the floor today—to condemn the re-
pression of the Iranian people, and to 
call on the government of Iran to bring 
its unconscionable behavior to an end. 

On December 23, the Senate unani-
mously passed a resolution condemning 
the government of Iran for ongoing 
human rights abuses and for sup-
pressing freedom of speech, assembly, 
expression, and the press. This resolu-
tion, which I introduced along with 
Senators LIEBERMAN, MCCAIN, and oth-
ers, reiterated the concerns that we 
also conveyed in the Victims of Iranian 
Censorship, or VOICE Act, which au-
thorized funding for the development of 
technology to circumvent online cen-
sorship in Iran. 

Despite these and other international 
expressions of solidarity with the Ira-
nian people, the government of Iran 
has become even more brutal in recent 
weeks. In a statement released on Jan-
uary 24, Human Rights Watch called 
the situation in Iran a ‘‘human rights 
disaster.’’ Protestors are not the only 
group which has been targeted. The 
Iranian authorities have also launched 
an aggressive campaign against the 
press. 

On Monday, Iranian state media re-
ported the arrest of seven individuals 
charged with espionage for alleged ties 
to the U.S.-funded Farsi-language radio 
station, Radio Farda. These allegations 
and arrests coincide with a large-scale 
crackdown on independent media that 
has intensified in the past week. In the 
lead-up to today’s demonstrations, 
Radio Farda broadcasts have been 
jammed, and there have been wide-
spread service disruptions to the Inter-
net and text message services. These 
and other government efforts have im-
peded the free flow of information, 
news, and basic means of communica-
tion. 

This is why I will join Senator CASEY 
and others in introducing another reso-
lution denouncing the atmosphere of 
impunity in Iran for those who employ 
intimidation, harassment, or violence 
to restrict basic freedoms of speech, ex-
pression, assembly, and the press. I am 
also proud to co-sponsor legislation in-
troduced today by Senators MCCAIN, 
LIEBERMAN, CASEY, BAYH, DURBIN, 
GILLIBRAND, KYL, COLLINS, GRAHAM, 
and BROWNBACK which gives the Presi-
dent the ability to impose—at his dis-
cretion—sanctions against those Ira-
nians who have committed human 
rights abuses or acts of violence 
against civilians engaged in peaceful 
political activity. 

Unfortunately, the grave and deterio-
rating human rights situation is not 
the only concern of the international 
community with regard to Iran. In a 
speech earlier today, the Iranian presi-
dent declared Iran a ‘‘nuclear state’’ 

due to its ongoing enrichment pro-
gram. The UN has spoken in one 
voice—on three separate occasions—re-
pudiating Iran’s ongoing enrichment of 
nuclear material in violation of its 
international obligations. 

As the United Nations considers a 
fourth round of sanctions against Iran, 
the United States has imposed a new 
round of unilateral sanctions. Just yes-
terday, Treasury announced sanctions 
targeting the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, or IRGC, for its involve-
ment in spearheading Iran’s nuclear 
and missile programs. As the IRGC 
continues to consolidate control over 
the Iranian economy, including the 
telecommunications sector, it is cru-
cial to ensure that the Government of 
Iran is held to account for its ongoing 
violations of international law and ac-
tivities which have made it a growing 
threat to global security. 

The people taking to the streets in 
Iran are some of the most courageous 
in the world, and Congress will con-
tinue to reiterate its support for their 
right to have their voices heard. We 
will not sit idly by as the Government 
of Iran continues to deny its people es-
sential freedoms and human rights, and 
we will put the Iranian Government— 
or any government which aims to si-
lence its people—on notice that its be-
havior is unacceptable to the United 
States. 

As President Obama stated in his 
Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech: 

We will bear witness to the quiet dignity of 
reformers . . . to the hundreds of thousands 
who have marched silently through the 
streets of Iran. It is telling that the leaders 
of these governments fear the aspirations of 
their own people more than the power of any 
other nation. And it is the responsibility of 
all free people and free nations to make clear 
to these movements that hope and history 
are on their side. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Arizona. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, first, I 
thank my friend, the Senator from 
Delaware, for his strong statement. I 
thank him for his support of freedom 
and democracy in Iran. I thank him for 
his longtime advocacy of human rights. 
I and others are pleased to have the op-
portunity to work with him in a com-
mon cause of human rights and democ-
racy. I thank the Senator from Dela-
ware. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I thank the Senator. 
Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to have a colloquy 
with the Senator from Connecticut, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, and I am aware of the 
time constraints of being in morning 
business. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, today is 
the 31st anniversary of the Islamic Re-
public. Unfortunately, it is a record 
that many would rather forget—31 
years of economic potential lost, stolen 
by a corrupt elite. We know what has 
gone on over the last 31 years. 

Right now, as we speak, if anyone 
watching wants to turn on cable news, 
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turn on FOX News, they will see videos 
coming out of Tehran of innocent peo-
ple, young and old, being beaten and 
tortured and taken away to prison 
where unspeakable things are done to 
them as the people of Iran are standing 
up and demonstrating, again, their 
commitment, their courage, their sac-
rifice on behalf of a free and open de-
mocracy and society. We are watching 
as Iranian men and women, many not 
more than young boys and girls, are 
rounded up in their homes and dor-
mitories, hauled away unlawfully to 
face torture and other abuses in the 
darkest corners of the country where 
the eyes of the international commu-
nity struggle to see. These are unac-
ceptable, unspeakable crimes that are 
being committed on the Iranian people, 
and we and the world must stand up 
against it. I appreciate being part of an 
effort, along with my friend from Con-
necticut—both sides, a bipartisan ef-
fort—to take action on the part of 
these people in Iran. Turn on FOX 
News, I say to my friends. They will 
see the videos coming out of Tehran of 
the brutality that is being inflicted on 
innocent Iranians who are trying to 
just have the God-given right to free-
dom and democracy. 

I thank my friend from Connecticut. 
This resolution we are submitting 
today has two parts. It would require 
the President to compile a public list 
of individuals in Iran who, starting 
with the Presidential election last 
June, are complicit in human rights 
violations against Iranian citizens and 
their families. No matter where in the 
world these abuses occur, I want to 
stress this will be a public list. You 
will know their names. You will know 
their faces. You will know what they 
have done. And we will make them fa-
mous. They are war criminals, and 
they should be taken to The Hague for 
trial. The bill would then ban these 
Iranian individuals from receiving U.S. 
visas and impose on them the full bat-
tery of sanctions under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers 
Act. That means freezing any assets 
and blocking any property they hold 
under U.S. jurisdiction, et cetera. 

This Nation has always stood for the 
human rights of people throughout the 
world. We stood up for the people be-
hind the Iron Curtain. We provided 
Lech Walesa with a printing press. Now 
we need to help the Iranian people with 
the means to use the Internet to com-
municate, to resist. 

I hear back and forth that the Ira-
nian people are without a leader. They 
have leaders. They have thousands and 
thousands of leaders who are in the 
streets right now demonstrating for 
freedom and putting their very lives at 
risk. 

I thank my colleague from Con-
necticut and ask him if he has addi-
tional comments on this disturbing re-
ality that is unfolding before our eyes 
as we stand on the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
thank my friend from Arizona, Mr. 

MCCAIN, first for his leadership on this 
issue, which is consistent with a life-
time of support for America’s freedom 
agenda, for the principles that are en-
shrined in our Declaration of Independ-
ence and that have always been at the 
center of our foreign policy when it has 
been at its best. 

This is a day of history. It is a day of 
history on the streets of Tehran and 
other cities in Iran on this 31st anni-
versary of the Iranian revolution. 

I heard a report today. It encap-
sulates what has happened to that rev-
olution. Today, apparently, the grand-
daughter of Ayatollah Khamenei was 
arrested as a street protester. When 
they realized who she was, they imme-
diately let her go. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Will the Senator yield? 
I also heard that the wife of one of the 
opposition leaders was beaten in the 
streets today. Did the Senator hear 
that? 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
say to my friend, I did. That is the wife 
of the former Prime Minister, I believe, 
Mr. Mousavi. His wife was beaten on 
the streets of Tehran today. 

This is a day of history in Tehran, 
and I hope we can make it a day of his-
tory in the U.S. Congress because if 
this legislation which Senator MCCAIN 
and I and a bipartisan group of other 
Senators introduce is adopted, it will 
be the first time we impose economic 
sanctions on Iranian leaders for the 
human rights abuses of their own peo-
ple. 

We have come full circle. We have ob-
viously been concerned about Iran’s 
sponsorship of terrorism. It is still the 
No. 1 state sponsor of terrorism in the 
world, according to the State Depart-
ment. Second, its nuclear weapons pro-
gram menaces its neighbors in the 
world. But as so often happens with 
countries that threaten their neighbors 
in the world, that have no regard for 
human life, ultimately we come back 
to their core. And the core of the Ira-
nian regime is rotten. It is rotten be-
cause it treats its own people not just 
with disrespect but with brutality. As 
my friend from Arizona has said, look 
at the television. Look at YouTube. 
Read the Internet, the text messages 
about what is happening on the streets 
of Iran as we speak today: remarkable 
demonstrations of courage by the peo-
ple coming out to protest, to simply 
ask for their freedom, and unbelievable 
brutality against them for doing noth-
ing more than asking for their uni-
versal human rights. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask my 
friend, I believe that last year an at-
tempt was made to establish some kind 
of relationship and dialog with the Ira-
nian Government—in other words, to 
have an unclenched fist. Will my friend 
comment on what success that has 
been? 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Yes, indeed. I 
thank the Senator from Arizona. Presi-
dent Obama adopted the policy of 
reaching out to the Iranian regime. 
Personally, I thought he did the right 

thing. What he got in return for his 
outstretched hand was a clenched fist. 

I think the only thing constructive 
that has come out of this attempt to 
engage the Iranians, to begin a new 
chapter, to give them a peaceful way to 
avoid conflict with the rest of the 
world, the only constructive result of 
it is that we see that the problem in 
the relations between the United 
States and Iran is not the United 
States, it is the oppressive, extremist 
regime in Tehran. 

I think it is clear that President 
Obama has not only been disappointed 
but grows impatient and, I will say 
from what I perceive, angered by what 
has happened. That explains the in-
creasing move, including just in the 
last day or two, of the imposition of 
new sanctions on companies related to 
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps 
and individuals. This regime will not 
stop its nuclear weapons program, in 
my opinion, will not stop its support of 
terrorist killers, will not stop sup-
pressing the human rights of its people 
unless it feels pain, unless it feels that 
perhaps its regime is in jeopardy. We 
can only do that now with tough sanc-
tions, such as those that are proposed 
in the legislation we introduce today. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I say to 
my friend from Connecticut, isn’t it 
also true that there are certain ele-
ments who say: Don’t do these things— 
the sanctions and actions we are trying 
to take—you only hurt the Iranian peo-
ple. Isn’t it true that the demonstra-
tors in the streets of Tehran were 
chanting: Obama, Obama, are you with 
us or are you with them? 

What would be the effect on the Ira-
nian people if we impose these sanc-
tions? 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. The Senator from 
Arizona is very clear that these sanc-
tions directed against the thugs in the 
Iranian Government who brutally sup-
press the rights of their own people 
will be very popular with the people of 
Iran. In my opinion, the economic 
sanctions that would be imposed in the 
legislation that passed the Senate 
unanimously about 10 days ago—those 
sanctions are tough, but if we have any 
hope of achieving an end to the Iranian 
nuclear weapons program through di-
plomacy, it has to be coupled with 
tough economic sanctions or else we 
will be left with no alternative but 
military action. 

There is a difference between the re-
gime in Iran and the people of Iran. 
The people of Iran want a change in the 
regime, it is clear. There is nothing in-
herently at odds between the American 
people and the people of Iran. As a 
matter of fact, we have all sorts of his-
tories and values and goals in common. 
The problem is the extremist, brutal, 
aggressive regime in Tehran, and the 
sooner it goes, the better. 

I hope the people of Iran hear this 
legislation we are introducing today, 
under the leadership of Senator 
MCCAIN, as an expression of unanimity 
across party lines and ideological lines 
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on behalf of the people of America that 
we stand with the people of Iran 
against the Government of Iran as it 
attempts to suppress the people. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Finally, I would like to 
ask my friend, we were together in Mu-
nich over the weekend. The Foreign 
Minister of Iran came and spoke. I wish 
everyone in the world could have seen 
that performance—one, a complete de-
nial that they are on the path to acqui-
sition of nuclear weapons, and, perhaps 
as important, a denial that any human 
rights abuses were taking place any-
where in that country. It was a re-
markable display of hypocrisy and out-
right lying. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
was with Senator MCCAIN. It was such 
a baldfaced lie because we see Mr. 
Motaki get up and say Iran is the most 
democratic regime in the entire Middle 
East region and beyond and says, with 
regard to our complaints and the Euro-
peans’ complaints about the suppres-
sion of the rights of the Iranian people, 
the execution of political demonstra-
tors, the jailing of thousands of peace-
ful political protesters, that is the law 
and if they violated the criminal law, 
they would be punished for it. When 
somebody is so detached from the truth 
as we know it from what we see with 
our own eyes, it is hard to trust them 
otherwise. 

I wish to add a word. If we adopt this 
proposal, as I believe we can and will 
when the general Iranian sanctions bill 
comes back from conference, we will 
have taken a significant first step in 
the direction of penalties on the Ira-
nian regime for human rights abuses of 
its own people. 

I want to use this, and I ask my 
friend if he agrees that the impact of 
this legislation would be magnified 
many times over if our allied govern-
ments around the world, particularly 
in Europe, which has a tradition of sup-
port for human rights, also joined us in 
adopting laws that impose targeted 
sanctions against human rights abus-
ers in Iran? It does not require previous 
U.N. Security Council action. There is 
nothing stopping our Congress or the 
EU from imposing targeted human 
rights sanctions as quickly as possible. 
I ask my friend if that would not make 
the power of what we hope to do in 
Congress many times more effective 
against the tyrants in Tehran. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I know we are running 
out of time, but I want to say to my 
friend that history does repeat itself. 
There was a time during the Cold War 
when Ronald Reagan spoke out and 
mentioned Natan Sharansky’s name 
and he was beaten for it. People said he 
shouldn’t have done that, but Ronald 
Reagan said: Take down this wall. Peo-
ple said that was provocative toward 
the Soviet Union. You know what 
Natan Sharansky said, after he was re-
leased from the prison? He said: Those 
words reverberated throughout the 
gulag and gave hope for democracy and 
freedom, and made them even more 
steadfast and encouraged them in the 

face of the brutality they underwent in 
the Soviet gulag. 

That is the same message we are 
sending to the Iranian people with this 
legislation. I hope we will enact it 
soon. We will not slack nor will we give 
up until the Iranian people have their 
God-given rights restored to them. 

Mr. President, I yield the remainder 
of my time. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
over the past several months, the Ira-
nian government has carried out an un-
precedented campaign of repression 
and violence against the Iranian peo-
ple. Its targets have spanned everyone 
from religious clerics to women’s 
rights advocates, as well as bloggers, 
students, photographers, children’s ad-
vocates, human rights activists, jour-
nalists, and members of the political 
opposition. In fact, according to Re-
porters Without Borders, Iran now has 
more journalists in prison than any 
other country in the world. 

The targets of the Iranian regime’s 
crackdown have suffered numerous and 
varied human rights abuses. Some have 
been dragged out of their homes and 
away from their families in the middle 
of the night, disappearing without 
charge and without process of law. Oth-
ers have been beaten and tortured 
while in government custody, and in 
some cases, sexually abused. Still oth-
ers have been prosecuted in mass trials 
by revolutionary courts and punished 
with draconian prison sentences, for no 
reason other than their political be-
liefs. And some have been executed. 
Human Rights Watch has rightly con-
demned Iran’s crackdown ‘‘a human 
rights disaster.’’ 

These abuses are ongoing. Just in the 
last few hours, despite the efforts of 
the Iranian government to control the 
flow of information from their country, 
videos have gone up on YouTube show-
ing peaceful protesters on the streets 
of Iranian cities being violently broken 
up, and individual Iranian citizens bru-
tally beaten, by members of the Ira-
nian security forces. 

These human rights abuses are a 
clear violation of multiple inter-
national agreements signed by the Ira-
nian government, such as the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights. 

To be clear, this isn’t about the out-
side world dictating our values to Iran. 
This is about the failure of Iran’s own 
leaders to live up to the international 
human rights obligations that they 
themselves voluntarily committed to, 
both through the international agree-
ments they have signed and through 
their own constitution. All we are ask-
ing of Iran’s leaders is that they re-
spect their own laws. Unfortunately, it 
is increasingly clear that Iran’s gov-
ernment does not respect its obliga-
tions—whether with regard to human 
rights record or its nuclear activities. 

The legislation that we are intro-
ducing today has a clear purpose; 
namely, to shine a bright light onto 
the human rights abuses being com-

mitted in Iran as we speak, and make 
clear to the people who are perpe-
trating them that there is going to be 
a cost to be paid for doing so. 

I am very encouraged that this legis-
lation has already won the support of a 
broad bipartisan coalition of cospon-
sors—many of whom unfortunately 
could not be here today because of the 
weather. They include Senators DUR-
BIN, KYL, BAYH, COLLINS, CASEY, 
BROWNBACK, GILLIBRAND, GRAHAM, and 
KAUFMAN. 

I would especially like to thank my 
colleague Senator MCCAIN for his lead-
ership on this issue. As he mentioned, 
Senator MCCAIN sought to attach an 
earlier version of this legislation as an 
amendment to the comprehensive Iran 
sanctions bill that was then on the 
floor of the Senate and that the Senate 
unanimously passed. Although we were 
unable to attach Senator MCCAIN’s 
amendment to the broader sanctions 
bill at that time for procedural rea-
sons, I remain very hopeful that the 
human rights legislation we are intro-
ducing today will become part of the 
comprehensive Iran sanctions bill when 
the House and Senate meet in con-
ference. 

And I hope that President Obama 
will aggressively apply these sanctions 
once they are signed into law. 

More broadly, I hope that the Obama 
administration will make human 
rights a centerpiece of our Iran policy 
in the days and weeks ahead. I under-
stand that, on Monday, there will be 
what is called a ‘‘Universal Periodic 
Review’’ of Iran’s human rights record 
at the U.N. Human Rights Council in 
Geneva, and that the administration 
hopes to use this event to shine a spot-
light on the human rights abuses that 
are being committed there. I welcome 
that initiative, and appeal to other 
countries to support it as well. 

Finally, I would like to appeal to our 
international partners, in particular in 
the European Union, to join us in im-
posing these kinds of targeted sanc-
tions against human rights abusers in 
Iran. We all know what the Iranian re-
gime has been doing to its people, and 
I hope that Europeans in particular— 
given the importance they attach to 
human rights—will not turn a blind 
eye to these abuses. We don’t need to 
wait for a U.N. Security Council reso-
lution to do this. There is nothing 
stopping the EU from imposing target 
human rights sanctions right now. 

Mr. President, this is a piece of legis-
lation that has significance if it is 
adopted, in effect, we hope, but this is 
also our way—the 10 of us who have 
sponsored this legislation, and I would 
guess every Member of the Senate 
when it comes to a vote will vote for 
it—to say to two groups of people, 
first, the government in Iran, that we 
see what you are doing, we know what 
you are doing, it is intolerable, it is un-
acceptable, and you will be punished 
for it; and secondly, to say to the peo-
ple of Iran—who have the courage to be 
in the streets protesting and asking for 
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the rights their government is sup-
posed to give them according to inter-
national treaties that Iran itself has 
signed—we are with you. 

The struggle for freedom and justice 
against tyranny is often a long one, it 
is always a hard one, but history tells 
us that, in the end, freedom and justice 
prevail. That means the people of Iran 
will prevail over the totalitarian gov-
ernment that now brutally rules them. 

I thank the Chair, I thank my friend 
from Arizona for his leadership, and I 
yield the floor. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate, and any statements related to 
the resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 415) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 415 

Whereas the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has violated international 
standards for human rights by using violence 
to disperse peaceful assemblies by its own 
citizens; 

Whereas the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran suppressed peaceful com-
memorations by members of Iran’s Green 
Movement at the anniversary of Iran’s Is-
lamic revolution on February 11, 2010; 

Whereas the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran’s sustained campaign of vio-
lence against Iranian citizens who have 
peacefully protested the irregularities in the 
flawed Iranian presidential elections of June 
12, 2009 has demonstrated to the world that 
the present Iranian regime is fully capable of 
widespread violence against its own citizens; 

Whereas the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran currently has 65 journalists 
and bloggers imprisoned, more than any sin-
gle country in the world, according to Re-
porters without Borders and in the past week 
arrested 10 journalists; 

Whereas the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has restricted access to the 
internet, including its recent announcement 
to permanently block Google’s Gmail serv-
ice; 

Whereas Iranian citizen’s right to due 
process has been violated, with the judiciary 
detaining government critics and religious 
minorities, and ordering executions of peace-
ful demonstrators; 

Whereas the use of arbitrary detention and 
the infliction of cruel and degrading punish-
ments by the Iranian authorities are in di-
rect violation of Articles 7, 9 and 10 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights (ICCPR) as well as Articles 22 
(the right to human dignity), 36 (Sentencing 
in accordance with the law), 38 (prohibition 
of torture) and 39 (the rights of arrested per-
sons) of the Iranian Constitution. 

Resolved, That the Senate of the United 
States: 

(1) pays tribute to the courageous advo-
cates for democracy and human rights in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran who are engaged in 
peaceful efforts to encourage democratic re-
form; 

(2) notes that it is the right of the people 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to peacefully 

assemble and to express their opinions and 
aspirations without intimidation, repression, 
and violence; 

(3) supports freedom of speech in the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran as elsewhere and the 
ability of journalists and bloggers to report 
without repression by government authori-
ties; 

(4) desires that the men and women of Iran 
be able to enjoy due process in the Iranian 
judicial system including the right to a fair 
trial; 

(5) expresses serious concern over the Gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s 
brutal suppression of its citizens through 
censorship, imprisonment, and continued 
acts of violence; 

(6) denounces the atmosphere of impunity 
in the Islamic Republic of Iran for those who 
employ intimidation, harassment, or vio-
lence to restrict and suppress freedom of 
speech, freedom of expression, freedom of as-
sembly, and freedom of the press; 

(7) urges the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to fully observe the ICCPR, 
which has been ratified by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and states, ‘‘Everyone shall 
have the right to freedom of expression; this 
right shall include freedom to seek, receive 
and impart information and ideas of all 
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, 
in writing or in print, in the form of art, or 
through any other media of his choice’’. 

(8) calls upon the Islamic Republic of Iran 
to abide by the resolutions adopted by the 
U.N. General Assembly, in particular the res-
olution on the situation of human rights in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran of December 
2009; 

(9) communicates deep concern that, de-
spite the Islamic Republic of Iran’s standing 
invitation to all thematic special procedures 
mandate holders, it has not fulfilled any re-
quests from those special mechanisms to 
visit the country in four years and has not 
answered numerous communications from 
those special mechanisms, and strongly 
urges the Government of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran to fully cooperate with the special 
mechanisms, especially the Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or ar-
bitrary executions, the Special Rapporteur 
on torture and other cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment or punishment, the Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the promotion and pro-
tection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression, the Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights defenders, the 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and 
the Working Group on Enforced or Involun-
tary Disappearances; 

(10) encourages the UN Human Rights 
Council to fully examine these issues during 
its Universal Periodic Review of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran on February 15, 2010. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would 
briefly say I appreciate this being ac-
cepted. I spoke to Senator MCCAIN ear-
lier today. He and Senator LIEBERMAN 
gave speeches on the Senate floor 
today regarding human rights in Iran. 
They are very timely and I appreciate 
their statements. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR ADJOURNMENT 
AND/OR RECESS OF THE HOUSE 
AND SENATE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to H. Con. Res. 235, the adjournment 
resolution. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the concur-
rent resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 235) 

providing for a conditional adjournment or 
recess of the two Houses. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to and the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 235) was agreed to, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 235 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Tuesday, 
February 9, 2010, through Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2010, on a motion offered pursuant 
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned 
until 2 p.m. on Monday, February 22, 2010, or 
until the time of any reassembly pursuant to 
section 2 of this concurrent resolution, 
whichever occurs first; and that when the 
Senate recesses or adjourns on any day from 
Wednesday, February 10, 2010, through Sun-
day, February 14, 2010, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Monday, 
February 22, 2010, or such other time on that 
day as may be specified in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble 
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

f 

ORDER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AUTHORITY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that notwithstanding 
the upcoming recess or adjournment of 
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore and the 
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses or by 
order of the Senate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 
22, 2010 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it ad-
journ under the provisions of H. Con. 
Res. 235 until 2 p.m., Monday, February 
22; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the time for the two 
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