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Following the December 25, 2009, at-

tempted bombing, President Obama di-
rected that a number of actions be 
taken and that government officials 
conduct a complete review of the ter-
rorist watch listing system. The White 
House made public a summary of the 
preliminary report, and the President 
issued several directives to the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence and the 
National Counterterrorism Center, 
NCTC, as well as to a number of De-
partments and Agencies. 

Since the December 25, 2009, at-
tempted bombing, the State Depart-
ment, the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration and the Customs and Bor-
der Patrol have also made a number of 
changes to their procedures, including 
the addition of new and enhanced 
screening procedures. 

Information sharing and interagency 
communication have come a long way 
since the tragic events of September 11, 
2001, and our ability as a government 
to share information and coordinate 
our actions to detect terrorist threats 
and protect the American people is bet-
ter today than it was on September 11. 
Our intelligence, law enforcement and 
homeland security communities have 
successfully disrupted and prevented 
numerous terrorist threats. 

But the attempted bombing of North-
west flight 253, the January 20 full Ju-
diciary Committee hearing, and the 
Terrorism and Homeland Sub-
committee hearing I chaired in April 
2009 on information sharing, prove that 
our ability to detect, disrupt and pre-
vent terrorist threats still has gaps. 

As chairman of the Terrorism and 
Homeland Security Subcommittee, my 
first hearing was on information shar-
ing. I said at that time that I was con-
cerned that the U.S. Government did 
not have in place ‘‘a comprehensive 
strategy to overcome bureaucratic hur-
dles to sharing of information that 
could prevent a terrorist attack.’’ It is 
clear that terrorism-related informa-
tion on Mr. Abdulmutallab was avail-
able, but no one acted on that informa-
tion enough to challenge him before he 
boarded the airplane. 

We face evolving terrorist threats to 
our Nation, and our enemies and their 
supporters are clever, resourceful, di-
verse and dangerous. We need to be 
able to detect tomorrow’s plots wheth-
er they are in the air, on land or from 
the sea. 

As a result, I am going to continue to 
work to ensure that we remove the cul-
tural, institutional and technological 
obstacles that impede our ability to 
prevent the next terrorist attack. Hav-
ing access to the right information has 
little or no value if it is not pushed, on 
an ongoing basis, to the specific agen-
cies that have the responsibility to 
both analyze it and take follow-up ac-
tion, as necessary. When new informa-
tion is added to our databases, relevant 
data must be able to find other rel-
evant data. We need to explore real- 
time connections that can constantly 
update analysts to ensure that infor-

mation is sent and seen before terror-
ists are able to board airplanes. 

During the January 20 full Judiciary 
Committee hearing, I sought answers 
on who in our government is respon-
sible for analyzing terrorism informa-
tion and taking the necessary follow- 
up actions to protect the American 
people. The FBI Director indicated 
that NCTC was responsible for ana-
lyzing threat information and nomi-
nating known or suspected inter-
national terrorists to the Terrorist 
Screening Center for watch listing pur-
poses. The Department of Homeland 
Security stated that it was a ‘‘con-
sumer’’ of that information. But clear-
ly, no one followed up to conduct fur-
ther screening to prevent Mr. 
Abdulmutallab from boarding the 
plane. The President has ordered the 
Director of National Intelligence to 
‘‘reaffirm and clarify roles and respon-
sibilities,’’ and he has directed that 
NCTC ensure that there is a process to 
‘‘prioritize to pursue thoroughly and 
exhaustively terrorism threat 
threads,’’ to include ‘‘follow-up ac-
tion.’’ 

We must make sure that our law en-
forcement, intelligence, and homeland 
security professionals clearly know 
who is responsible for taking follow-up 
actions on terrorist threats to protect 
the American people, and that those of-
ficials have the authorities they need 
to act. 

At the same time, as I have said pre-
viously, we must make sure that our 
government uses its scare resources 
wisely, and that it strikes an appro-
priate balance between national secu-
rity and protecting civil liberties. We 
have now begun consideration of the 
fiscal year 2011 budget. We need to en-
sure that we have well-qualified and 
highly skilled airport screeners and se-
curity personnel, and that they have 
all the tools they need to do their jobs 
effectively. Mistaken profiling, how-
ever, that improperly relies on racial 
and ethnic factors, and not on a broad 
and valid set of behavioral indicators 
of potential terrorist activity, will 
waste resources, harm innocent indi-
viduals, and impede commerce. 

And while technology can play a cru-
cial role in helping to prevent terror-
ists from bringing explosives onto our 
airplanes, the first priority must be to 
identify potential terrorists and keep 
them off our airplanes. 

The memory of 9/11 has been seared 
in our hearts and our minds, but it does 
not blind us to the wisdom that we 
must fight our enemies while remain-
ing true to the fundamental principles 
and values upon which this great na-
tion was founded. The men and women 
of our Armed Forces and their families 
have sacrificed much to protect and 
preserve the American way of life and 
what this nation stands for. The ongo-
ing threat from al-Qaida and other ter-
rorists who intend to harm us is real. 
However, we do not need to choose be-
tween security and liberty. Legitimate 
debate will continue on how we should 

strike the balance between the two at 
this time in our Nation’s history. 

But we must reject what the 9/11 
Commission described as the ‘‘false 
choice’’ between security and liberty. 
Whether the issue is information shar-
ing, airport screening procedures, or 
the use of technology, we can protect 
the American people from harm while 
preserving civil rights and liberties. 

f 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to commemorate the League of 
Women Voters on the occasion of the 
90th anniversary of its founding. Carrie 
Chapman Catt and many of the same 
women leaders who were part of the 
women’s suffrage movement founded 
the League of Women Voters in Chi-
cago on February 14, 1920, during the 
convention of the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association. The con-
vention was held 6 months before the 
19th amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion was ratified. The 19th amendment, 
of course, gave women the right to vote 
after a 72-year struggle. 

According to the league’s Web site: 
[T]he League began as a ‘‘mighty political 

experiment’’ designed to help 20 million 
women carry out their new responsibilities 
as voters. It encouraged them to use their 
new power to participate in shaping public 
policy. From the beginning, the League was 
an activist, grassroots organization whose 
leaders believed that citizens should play a 
critical role in advocacy. It was then, and is 
now, a nonpartisan organization. 

The league is proudly nonpartisan; it 
neither supports nor opposes can-
didates or political parties at any level 
of government. But the league is ac-
tively engaged on issues of vital con-
cern to its members and the broader 
public. 

The league has a long, rich history 
that grows more illustrious with each 
passing year. For the past 90 years, the 
league has played an active role in edu-
cating not just women but the entire 
American public about our democracy 
and about those individuals who are 
candidates for elective office. Carrie 
Chapman Catt founded the organiza-
tion with a call to women of all parties 
and political leanings to come together 
in order to help pass legislation that 
would protect and aid major political 
movements in the future. Her non-
partisan organization would soon take 
on a prominent role in politics through 
its efforts on behalf of citizen edu-
cation and advocacy. Today, there are 
more than 850 chapters across the 
country advancing Carrie Chapman 
Catt’s original idea, including 16 local 
leagues in Maryland. 

The League of Women Voters con-
tinues to play an important role in 
helping shape public policy by ensuring 
that the public is well-informed. Not 
only has the league been active on the 
policy front, but it has helped make 
our democracy stronger by sponsoring 
debates that educate citizens and by 
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making voter information easily acces-
sible. The league’s election informa-
tion Web site—vote411.org—is an in-
valuable resource for many Americans, 
providing information on voter reg-
istration and on local, State, and na-
tional issues. 

The league has been instrumental in 
promoting democracy and civil society 
abroad, too. After World War II, for in-
stance, the league supported efforts to 
establish the United Nations, U.N., and 
became one of the first organizations 
in the country officially recognized by 
the United Nations as a nongovern-
mental organization, NGO. The league 
also supported the creation of the 
World Bank, the International Mone-
tary Fund, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, and the Marshall plan. 
The league maintains official observer 
status at the U.N. today and has spe-
cial consultative status to the Eco-
nomic and Social Council. The league 
served as an NGO delegate to the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change in December. 
Through its Global Democracy Pro-
gram, the league has sponsored cul-
tural exchange programs and leaders 
from Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Colombia, and Brazil. 

Throughout my career in public serv-
ice, I have participated in many 
League of Women Voters debates, and I 
have seen first-hand the impact that 
the league has had on educating the 
voters about the issues that most di-
rectly affect them. We are a stronger 
democracy thanks to the continuing ef-
forts of the League of Women Voters. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the profound impact the 
League of Women Voters has had on 
our Nation throughout its 90-year his-
tory. I look forward to working with 
the league in the future to ensure that 
Marylanders and all Americans have 
the information they need to make in-
formed decisions on election day. And I 
welcome and support the league’s ongo-
ing efforts to ‘‘export’’ what is best 
about our democracy to countries 
around the world. We are fortunate in-
deed such an organization exists. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATIONS 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, earlier 

this week, as a result of multiple flight 
cancellations due to the significant 
snowstorm in Washington, DC, I was 
unable to vote on Executive Calendar 
No. 468, the nomination of Joseph A. 
Greenaway, Jr. to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Third Circuit and 
cloture on Executive Calendar No. 688, 
the nomination of Craig Becker to be a 
member of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board. Had I been present for 
these votes, I would have voted to con-
firm Mr. Greenaway to the Third Cir-
cuit, and would have voted against clo-
ture on the nomination of Craig Becker 
because of my concerns that, based on 
his previous statements, he would inap-
propriately bring his far out of the 
mainstream personal beliefs and agen-
da to the NLRB. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING CLU COTTER, 
KEVIN O’CONNOR, TOM 
STOLBERG, AND DENNIS DONO-
VAN 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the 
memory of Clu Cotter, Kevin O’Conner, 
Tom Stolberg and Dennis Donovan. Clu 
Cotter, Kevin O’Connor, and Tom 
Stolberg, employees of the California 
Department of Fish and Game, and 
Dennis Donovan, a helicopter pilot, 
tragically lost their lives on January 5 
as a result of a helicopter crash that 
occurred during an aerial deer survey 
in eastern Madera County. 

Mr. Clu Cotter was the California De-
partment of Fish and Game associate 
wildlife biologist stationed in Fresno. 
He studied the North Kings and San 
Joaquin deer herd populations, and 
rare carnivores in the high Sierra. He 
was often called on to hike or ski into 
remote rugged areas for his work. He 
was admired by his colleagues for his 
positive attitude and devotion to his 
family, as well as his humor and endur-
ance. In his spare time, he was an avid 
outdoorsman with a keen sense of ad-
venture and a deep love for nature. In 
1985, he used his outdoor survival ex-
pertise to successfully rescue a group 
of hikers who were caught in a light-
ning storm in Yosemite National Park. 
A devotee of cyclocross, a form of bicy-
cle racing that combines elements of 
cross country cycling and mountain 
biking, Mr. Cotter was renowned as one 
of the most accomplished mountain 
and distance bicyclists in Central Cali-
fornia. Mr. Cotter is survived by his 
wife Marni Cotter and two sons Ren 
and Jamie. He was 48 years old. 

Mr. Kevin O’Connor was a Super-
vising Biologist in the California De-
partment of Fish and Game region 4 of-
fice. After graduating from the Univer-
sity of California at Davis in 1993, he 
worked for the U.S. Forest Service in 
central and northern California. He 
later joined the Department of Fish 
and Game and was promoted to senior 
wildlife biologist in 2005, a position in 
which he oversaw wildlife management 
in nine counties. He was a dedicated 
scientist who did extensive work on the 
ecological reserves of the San Joaquin 
Valley and with protected and game 
species in the southern Sierra Nevada 
range. He sought to elevate the quality 
of scientific information used for wild-
life management and other activities, 
such as timber harvest. His expertise 
and leadership qualities earned him the 
respect of his colleagues. Mr. O’Connor 
is survived by his wife Keri; daughters 
Kayleigh, Michelle, McKenna; and son 
Aidan. He was 40 years old. 

Mr. Tom Stolberg joined the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game in 2004 as a sci-
entific aide in the wildlife management 
office in Fresno. Tom was the first per-
son most people talked to when con-
tacting Wildlife Management, and soon 
became expert in providing the public 

sound information on hunting, and 
wildlife in general. Tom also assisted 
with wildlife habitat projects, cap-
turing deer for telemetry studies, and 
managing special public hunts. A man 
of many talents and interests, ranging 
across hunting, medieval reenact-
ments, metalworking, gourmet cook-
ing, and more, he was described by his 
mother as a walking encyclopedia who 
could speak with authority on every-
thing from sewing to World War II his-
tory. An Eagle Scout, he remained ac-
tive in the Boy Scouts by leading 
young people on trips through Yosem-
ite National Park. He will be fondly re-
membered for his professionalism, in-
tellect, and his warm and gregarious 
personality. Mr. Stolberg is survived 
by his parents, brother, and sister. He 
was 31 years old. 

Mr. Dennis Donovan, a Navy veteran, 
was an experienced pilot who had been 
flying since 1964. He served three com-
bat tours in Vietnam and worked as a 
naval flight instructor in Florida, and 
for the USGS and Mercy Air. He 
worked for Landalls Aviation for al-
most 30 years and had flown for State 
and Federal agencies, including the 
California Department of Fish and 
Game for survey flights. Mr. Donovan 
is survived by his wife Arlene; two sons 
Matthew and Douglas; and five grand-
children. He was 70 years old. 

I offer my heartfelt condolences to 
the families, friends, and colleagues of 
Clu Cotter, Kevin O’Connor, Tom 
Stolberg and Dennis Donovan. They 
valiantly sacrificed their lives in the 
pursuit of science, conservation and 
public service. Their exemplary service 
epitomizes the commitment and cour-
age that Department of Fish and Game 
employees exhibit on a daily basis, 
often with little or no fanfare, in their 
effort to enhance the public enjoyment 
of California’s abundant and diverse 
native wildlife, fish and plant species 
and their natural communities. Their 
goodness, dedication and accomplish-
ments are appreciated and will not be 
forgotten. 

We shall always be grateful for the 
sacrifice that Clu Cotter, Kevin O’Con-
nor, Tom Stolberg and Dennis Donovan 
made in giving their lives to help make 
California a better place. They will be 
missed.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRUBAKER 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a moment to congratulate 
Brubaker Elementary School in Des 
Moines, IA, which was granted the En-
ergy Star Rating in recognition of its 
achievements and practices in energy 
conservation. 

The Energy Star Program is jointly 
managed by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy to reduce energy con-
sumption and greenhouse gas emis-
sions. This program encourages many 
facets of energy efficiency. In order to 
attain the Energy Star Rating, schools 
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