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‘‘and include statistics of specific service- 

related positions created.’’ 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays on that amendment. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3314 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3313 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 

second-degree amendment at the desk. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will report the amend-
ment. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 3314 to 
amendment No. 3313. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end, add the following: 
‘‘and the impact on the local economy.’’ 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

EARTHQUAKE RELIEF IN HAITI 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my continued concern 
over the humanitarian situation in 
Haiti after the catastrophic January 
12, 2010, earthquake. While the destruc-
tion has proved to make the aid and re-
lief situation on the ground com-
plicated and difficult to navigate, 
President Obama’s promise to the peo-
ple of Haiti that ‘‘you will not be for-
saken; you will not be forgotten’’ has 
rung true to date. 

The global outpouring of support, in 
resources, money and people on the 
ground has been encouraging. Amer-
ican contributions and activities, in 
particular, have been exemplary. All 
Americans should be proud of how we 
have responded to help our neighbors 
who are truly facing the direst of situa-
tions. Countless U.S. Government 
agencies and the military quickly 
swung into action, managed by Oper-
ation Unified Response and Joint Task 
Force Haiti, and have moved with an 
impressive and coordinated effort. 

I would like to make a special men-
tion of the efforts carried out by Mary-
landers. 

The USNS Comfort, which we are 
proud to have based in Baltimore Har-
bor, provides a mobile, flexible, and 
rapidly responsive afloat medical capa-
bility for acute medical and surgical 
care, with a 550-person medical team 
and a capacity of 250 hospital beds and 
room to treat 1,000 people. The day 
after the earthquake, the Comfort was 
ordered to assist in the humanitarian 
relief efforts as a crucial part of Oper-
ation Unified Response. Upon its ar-
rival in Haiti on January 20, the crew 
of the Comfort immediately began crit-
ical lifesaving medical treatment early 
that day, and on the following day, the 
first baby was safely born aboard. 

Four weeks after the earthquake, the 
Comfort remains on station and is oper-
ating at maximum capacity. Surgeries 

are being performed around the clock 
and the intensive care units and wards 
are filled. Navy Dr. (CAPT) Jim Ware, 
the medical group commander, noted 
upon arrival, ‘‘We have never had that 
number on the ship, but we can do it,’’ 
capturing the spirit of the all the U.S. 
troops on the ground in Haiti. Yet 
these committed men and women are 
certainly facing a daunting challenge— 
the Comfort has cared for more patients 
in the last 5 days than it did during all 
of the two wars in Iraq. In less than a 
week, it has changed from a dormant 
hospital floating in Baltimore into one 
of the busiest U.S. Department of De-
fense medical facilities in the world 
and we applaud them for their work. 

I have always been heartened by good 
work done by the many international 
aid organizations based in Maryland. 
IMA World Health, Lutheran World Re-
lief, and the Associated Jewish Com-
munity Federation of Baltimore are 
just a few of many agencies that are 
providing critical supplies and volun-
teers on the ground. 

We are grateful for good news from 
these agencies, such as the safe return 
of IMA employees Sarla Chand, Ann 
Varghese and IMA President Rick 
Santos, who were trapped for 55 hours 
under the rubble of a destroyed hotel. 
In Haiti to work on treatment of trop-
ical diseases that afflict much of the 
population, they wanted to stay and 
help with earthquake relief as soon as 
they were freed from the rubble. While 
they have now returned home to Mary-
land, their colleagues at IMA have fol-
lowed suit, sending 80 boxes of relief 
supplies, each with medication and 
supplies to treat common illnesses of 
1,000 people for 2 months. 

The Baltimore-based Catholic Relief 
Services was already providing vital 
lifesaving and development program-
ming before the earthquake struck and 
was tapped by the Vatican to head up 
all of the Church’s efforts in Haiti. The 
313 permanent staff members on the 
ground are part of the lead agency pro-
viding aid in partnership with the 82nd 
Airborne Division. They have distrib-
uted food to more than 200,000 people 
through relief distribution sites in 
Port-au-Prince, and are coordinating 
with local agencies to speed up the dis-
tribution. They have worked tirelessly 
to open three operating rooms at St. 
Francois de Sales Hospital in Port-Au- 
Prince, where volunteer medical teams 
are now performing up to 200 oper-
ations a week, with at least one Balti-
more based doctor already working 
there—Dr. Guesly Delva, a native of 
Haiti. 

It is important to remember that do-
nations made by ordinary citizens are 
what allow these wonderful organiza-
tions to continue doing their impor-
tant work. I am proud that Maryland-
ers have pitched in. Catholic Relief 
Services has raised more than $38 mil-
lion in donations, including generous 
second collections from local parishes. 
Text donations by Maryland residents 
to the Red Cross and other worthy or-

ganizations carrying out aid and relief 
projects are in the top 10 percent na-
tionwide. These organizations will con-
tinue to need support over the coming 
months, so I am pleased to see the U.S. 
Congress, with my support, moved 
quickly to pass the Haiti Assistance In-
come Tax Incentive—HAITI—Act, 
which allows U.S. taxpayers to make 
charitable contributions to Haiti relief 
programs before March 1, 2010, and 
claim those contributions on their 2009 
income tax return. 

The earthquake and the reconstruc-
tion effort further underscore the need 
for smart and effective U.S. develop-
ment aid to countries mired in poverty, 
like Haiti. I am heartened to see that 
the newly confirmed USAID Adminis-
trator Raj Shah was in place to skill-
fully manage the government-wide aid 
process. But more must be done to 
strengthen and empower the U.S. 
Agency of International Development. 
This is precisely why I was an original 
cosponsor to the bipartisan Foreign As-
sistance Revitalization and Account-
ability Act of 2009, S. 1524. Reforming 
our foreign assistance matters and can 
have a direct effect on how people 
withstand and move on after disasters. 

If the U.S. has the best trained and 
most equipped development agency in 
the world, the foreign aid we deliver 
and implement will foster sustainable 
development, enabling the govern-
ments of these countries to have the 
infrastructure and capacity to better 
manage the situation when tragedy 
strikes. I am glad this legislation has 
passed through committee and I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
in both the Senate and the House to 
ensure effective development assist-
ance is a key part of U.S. foreign pol-
icy. 

As a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, I will continue 
to closely monitor the situation and 
help provide the needed assistance and 
resources to our Haitian neighbors. 

f 

ANTITERRORISM TOOLS AND 
INFORMATION SHARING 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the December 25, 
2009, attempted bombing of Northwest 
flight 253, and the steps we must con-
tinue to take to improve the effective-
ness of our Nation’s antiterrorism 
tools and interagency information 
sharing and communication. On De-
cember 25, 2009, a Nigerian national, 
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, at-
tempted to detonate an explosive de-
vice while onboard Northwest flight 253 
from Amsterdam to Detroit. The device 
did not explode, but instead ignited, in-
juring Mr. Abdulmutallab and two 
other passengers. 

As a result of their heroic actions, 
the flight crew and passengers were 
able to restrain Mr. Abdulmutallab and 
the plane safely landed. Mr. 
Abdulmutallab was not on the U.S. 
Government’s terrorist Watch List but 
he was known to the U.S. intelligence 
community. 
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Following the December 25, 2009, at-

tempted bombing, President Obama di-
rected that a number of actions be 
taken and that government officials 
conduct a complete review of the ter-
rorist watch listing system. The White 
House made public a summary of the 
preliminary report, and the President 
issued several directives to the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence and the 
National Counterterrorism Center, 
NCTC, as well as to a number of De-
partments and Agencies. 

Since the December 25, 2009, at-
tempted bombing, the State Depart-
ment, the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration and the Customs and Bor-
der Patrol have also made a number of 
changes to their procedures, including 
the addition of new and enhanced 
screening procedures. 

Information sharing and interagency 
communication have come a long way 
since the tragic events of September 11, 
2001, and our ability as a government 
to share information and coordinate 
our actions to detect terrorist threats 
and protect the American people is bet-
ter today than it was on September 11. 
Our intelligence, law enforcement and 
homeland security communities have 
successfully disrupted and prevented 
numerous terrorist threats. 

But the attempted bombing of North-
west flight 253, the January 20 full Ju-
diciary Committee hearing, and the 
Terrorism and Homeland Sub-
committee hearing I chaired in April 
2009 on information sharing, prove that 
our ability to detect, disrupt and pre-
vent terrorist threats still has gaps. 

As chairman of the Terrorism and 
Homeland Security Subcommittee, my 
first hearing was on information shar-
ing. I said at that time that I was con-
cerned that the U.S. Government did 
not have in place ‘‘a comprehensive 
strategy to overcome bureaucratic hur-
dles to sharing of information that 
could prevent a terrorist attack.’’ It is 
clear that terrorism-related informa-
tion on Mr. Abdulmutallab was avail-
able, but no one acted on that informa-
tion enough to challenge him before he 
boarded the airplane. 

We face evolving terrorist threats to 
our Nation, and our enemies and their 
supporters are clever, resourceful, di-
verse and dangerous. We need to be 
able to detect tomorrow’s plots wheth-
er they are in the air, on land or from 
the sea. 

As a result, I am going to continue to 
work to ensure that we remove the cul-
tural, institutional and technological 
obstacles that impede our ability to 
prevent the next terrorist attack. Hav-
ing access to the right information has 
little or no value if it is not pushed, on 
an ongoing basis, to the specific agen-
cies that have the responsibility to 
both analyze it and take follow-up ac-
tion, as necessary. When new informa-
tion is added to our databases, relevant 
data must be able to find other rel-
evant data. We need to explore real- 
time connections that can constantly 
update analysts to ensure that infor-

mation is sent and seen before terror-
ists are able to board airplanes. 

During the January 20 full Judiciary 
Committee hearing, I sought answers 
on who in our government is respon-
sible for analyzing terrorism informa-
tion and taking the necessary follow- 
up actions to protect the American 
people. The FBI Director indicated 
that NCTC was responsible for ana-
lyzing threat information and nomi-
nating known or suspected inter-
national terrorists to the Terrorist 
Screening Center for watch listing pur-
poses. The Department of Homeland 
Security stated that it was a ‘‘con-
sumer’’ of that information. But clear-
ly, no one followed up to conduct fur-
ther screening to prevent Mr. 
Abdulmutallab from boarding the 
plane. The President has ordered the 
Director of National Intelligence to 
‘‘reaffirm and clarify roles and respon-
sibilities,’’ and he has directed that 
NCTC ensure that there is a process to 
‘‘prioritize to pursue thoroughly and 
exhaustively terrorism threat 
threads,’’ to include ‘‘follow-up ac-
tion.’’ 

We must make sure that our law en-
forcement, intelligence, and homeland 
security professionals clearly know 
who is responsible for taking follow-up 
actions on terrorist threats to protect 
the American people, and that those of-
ficials have the authorities they need 
to act. 

At the same time, as I have said pre-
viously, we must make sure that our 
government uses its scare resources 
wisely, and that it strikes an appro-
priate balance between national secu-
rity and protecting civil liberties. We 
have now begun consideration of the 
fiscal year 2011 budget. We need to en-
sure that we have well-qualified and 
highly skilled airport screeners and se-
curity personnel, and that they have 
all the tools they need to do their jobs 
effectively. Mistaken profiling, how-
ever, that improperly relies on racial 
and ethnic factors, and not on a broad 
and valid set of behavioral indicators 
of potential terrorist activity, will 
waste resources, harm innocent indi-
viduals, and impede commerce. 

And while technology can play a cru-
cial role in helping to prevent terror-
ists from bringing explosives onto our 
airplanes, the first priority must be to 
identify potential terrorists and keep 
them off our airplanes. 

The memory of 9/11 has been seared 
in our hearts and our minds, but it does 
not blind us to the wisdom that we 
must fight our enemies while remain-
ing true to the fundamental principles 
and values upon which this great na-
tion was founded. The men and women 
of our Armed Forces and their families 
have sacrificed much to protect and 
preserve the American way of life and 
what this nation stands for. The ongo-
ing threat from al-Qaida and other ter-
rorists who intend to harm us is real. 
However, we do not need to choose be-
tween security and liberty. Legitimate 
debate will continue on how we should 

strike the balance between the two at 
this time in our Nation’s history. 

But we must reject what the 9/11 
Commission described as the ‘‘false 
choice’’ between security and liberty. 
Whether the issue is information shar-
ing, airport screening procedures, or 
the use of technology, we can protect 
the American people from harm while 
preserving civil rights and liberties. 

f 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to commemorate the League of 
Women Voters on the occasion of the 
90th anniversary of its founding. Carrie 
Chapman Catt and many of the same 
women leaders who were part of the 
women’s suffrage movement founded 
the League of Women Voters in Chi-
cago on February 14, 1920, during the 
convention of the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association. The con-
vention was held 6 months before the 
19th amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion was ratified. The 19th amendment, 
of course, gave women the right to vote 
after a 72-year struggle. 

According to the league’s Web site: 
[T]he League began as a ‘‘mighty political 

experiment’’ designed to help 20 million 
women carry out their new responsibilities 
as voters. It encouraged them to use their 
new power to participate in shaping public 
policy. From the beginning, the League was 
an activist, grassroots organization whose 
leaders believed that citizens should play a 
critical role in advocacy. It was then, and is 
now, a nonpartisan organization. 

The league is proudly nonpartisan; it 
neither supports nor opposes can-
didates or political parties at any level 
of government. But the league is ac-
tively engaged on issues of vital con-
cern to its members and the broader 
public. 

The league has a long, rich history 
that grows more illustrious with each 
passing year. For the past 90 years, the 
league has played an active role in edu-
cating not just women but the entire 
American public about our democracy 
and about those individuals who are 
candidates for elective office. Carrie 
Chapman Catt founded the organiza-
tion with a call to women of all parties 
and political leanings to come together 
in order to help pass legislation that 
would protect and aid major political 
movements in the future. Her non-
partisan organization would soon take 
on a prominent role in politics through 
its efforts on behalf of citizen edu-
cation and advocacy. Today, there are 
more than 850 chapters across the 
country advancing Carrie Chapman 
Catt’s original idea, including 16 local 
leagues in Maryland. 

The League of Women Voters con-
tinues to play an important role in 
helping shape public policy by ensuring 
that the public is well-informed. Not 
only has the league been active on the 
policy front, but it has helped make 
our democracy stronger by sponsoring 
debates that educate citizens and by 
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