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the number of gun owners, specifically
the number of concealed weapon per-
mit holders. According to Wayne Coun-
ty Sheriff Benny Napoleon, there are
currently 41,687 concealed weapon per-
mit holders in Wayne County. There
were 13,843 permit applications in 2009,
up from 9,300 in 2008, and so far in 2010,
the Sheriff’s Office has seen an average
of 61 requests per day. In light of this
dramatic increase, we must do every-
thing we can to reduce the risk guns
pose to children.

Commonsense gun safety legislation,
such as mandatory child safety locks,
could help reduce the number of tragic
accidents that kill and injure young
Americans. Again, I applaud the efforts
of the Wayne County Sheriff’s Office on
their distribution of free gun trigger
locks to gun owners in the Metro De-
troit community.

——

REMEMBERING FREYA VON
MOLTKE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in memory of Freya von Moltke,
an extraordinary woman and long-time
resident of Norwich, VT, who passed
away this January 1 at the age of 98.

In 1929, at the age of 18, Freya met
the young lawyer Helmuth von Moltke,
and 2 years later she married him.
Freya earned her own law degree in
1935 but never practiced; law had al-
ready begun to lose its meaning as Hit-
ler and the Nazi party tightened their
grip on power. It was for the same rea-
son that Helmuth gave up his dreams
of becoming a judge and of working
closer to the family estate in Kreisau,
in Silesia, now a part of Poland. In-
stead, he opened a small law office in
Berlin, where he could remain inde-
pendent of the regime without drawing
attention to himself. He and Freya di-
vided their time between the family es-
tate and his apartment in Berlin.

In the last years before the war, they
traveled to South Africa to visit
Helmuth’s mother’s parents in South
Africa. On those trips they spoke open-
ly of what the Nazi regime was capable
of, and were constantly urged not to
return to Germany. But they felt re-
sponsible, for their broader family, the
estate, and Germany’s fate; they felt
they had no choice but to return.
Helmuth’s work as an attorney came
to an end at the outbreak of the war in
1939, when he was drafted into the Ger-
man army’s intelligence service. Freya
settled into overseeing the farm in
Kreisau in his absence, and the flood of
letters between them began. Helmuth
came home whenever he could. They
welcomed their first son Helmuth
Caspar, in 1937 and their second,
Konrad, in 1941.

It was clear to the von Moltkes from
the beginning that the Nazi regime was
criminal, but moving from opposition
to active resistance was a giant step.
When Helmuth told Freya that he
knew he had to do what he could to re-
sist, she gave him her complete sup-
port. Slowly Helmuth gathered a loose
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group of friends and friends of friends,
people who could be trusted, people
who represented almost every class and
interest group outside the Nazi party.
He spent his evenings in Berlin meet-
ing with them in small groups, dis-
cussing what would eventually have to
be done to undo the damage to Ger-
many by the Nazis. Only on a few mem-
orable occasions did they all dare to
meet together; Freya and Helmuth in-
vited the whole group to gather for
seemingly innocent weekends in
Kreisau. There they were able to ham-
mer out together their plans for the
longed-for day when the Nazi regime
would finally fall—their plans for a
new Germany, a democratic Germany
embedded in a renewed and democratic
Europe. Freya not only participated in
the discussions; she also took care of
everyone’s room and board.

Early in 1944, Helmuth was impris-
oned for warning an acquaintance of
his imminent arrest. In July of that
yvear, many of his friends participated
in an attempt to assassinate Hitler. It
failed, and many of them lost their
lives immediately. In the aftermath,
the Gestapo began to uncover the con-
nections leading from one resistance
group to another, including the one
they called the ‘‘Kreisau Circle.” Most
of the surviving members of the group
soon joined Helmuth in prison. Most
were tried before the infamous People’s
Court, convicted, and sentenced to
death. Helmuth himself was executed
in January of 1945.

Between her trips to Berlin to make
appeals for Helmuth’s life, Freya took
in a growing group of their friends’
widows and children at Kreisau. In the
face of the Soviet advance, she moved
them all into nearby Czechoslovakia,
only to find that it was safer to move
them home again. Through the inter-
vention of British friends, she and her
children at last managed to leave
Kreisau for Berlin, but they soon left
Germany for South Africa, where
Freya made her living as a social work-
er.

In 1956, unable to tolerate apartheid
any longer, Freya returned to Ger-
many. In Berlin she began her work to
keep the memory of the German resist-
ance to Hitler alive; she also began to
transcribe Helmuth’s letters, which,
along with the minutes of the Kreisau
Circle’s meetings, she had hidden from
the Gestapo in the beehives on the es-
tate. She published Helmuth’s final let-
ters from prison very soon after the
end of the war. In 1988, many of the
thousands of letters he had written her
between the summer of 1939 and his
death appeared in Englishas ‘‘Letters
to Freya.”

It was in September of 1960 that
Freya moved to Norwich, VT. She
moved to Norwich to join her close
friend—and her husband’s—Eugen
Rosenstock-Huessy, whose wife had
died the year before. Freya lived with
him until his death in 1973, and after
his death she founded a nonprofit to
keep his books in print; she was presi-
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dent of that group until the 1990s, by
which time they had over 60 titles in
print. Freya served for years on the
board of the Co-op supermarket in Han-
over, NH, and with friends from the Co-
op board she went on to found the Twin
Pines Cooperative Housing Foundation,
the first group to try to develop afford-
able housing in that part of Vermont
and the first in the State to establish a
tenant-owned housing cooperative.

At 75, after many years in Norwich,
Freya became an American citizen and
an active member of the League of
Women Voters. At 93 she agreed to
speak in Berlin on the 60th anniversary
of the failed assassination attempt, but
for many years she had spoken in
Vermont high schools about what she
and her husband and their friends had
done and the need for courage in the
face of injustice in any society. Stu-
dents from one school she visited for
years sent flowers to her funeral.

It is no simple feat for a foreigner to
become accepted as a ‘‘natural’’ part of
a small town in northern New England,
but Freya did it. In 1985, the owner of
Dan & Whit’s general store in Norwich
ran into her in the post office. He re-
acted to the flood of unfamiliar faces
by telling her, ‘“‘Let them come. We
were here first.”” His gallant inclusion
of her as a ‘‘native’ after only 25 years
in town moved Freya deeply. Her own
hospitality is reflected in the sign she
tacked to her unlocked kitchen door at
the age of 90: ‘“To Everybody! Please,
walk in! Push hard. Find me upstairs if
I don’t respond.”’

Freya was firm in her belief that the
territory Germany had lost, the land
her family had lost, was the price Ger-
many had to pay for the crimes of the
Nazi regime. But she had hopes for
what had been the family estate. In
1988, a group of young people in East
Germany had the idea of making the
former von Moltke estate a place where
people from divided Europe could meet
and get to know each other; they found
friends in Poland, but also in West Ger-
many, in Holland and the TUnited
States. Only a year later, a friend of
their Polish friends became the prime
minister of Poland and invited the
chancellor of Germany to meet him for
a mass of reconciliation in Kreisau.
The two men agreed to fund the res-
toration of Kreisau, now called
Kryzowa. The German chancellor had
invited Freya to accompany him, but
she said she would wait until the Poles
invited her, which they soon did. In her
final years, she lent her name and her
blessing to a foundation to support the
new Kreisau, which with support from
the German and Polish governments
has grown in 20 years from the dream
of a few young people to an inter-
national meeting place that hosts
about 100 events a year, attended by
some 10,000 young people from all over
Europe.

Freya von Moltke was an inspiration
to all who knew her. She was a wonder-
ful friend and neighbor, and she en-
riched the lives of countless citizens of
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our State. She lived a long and fruitful
life; she will be missed by admirers
around the world, but most of all by
the Vermonters who knew and loved
her.

———

TRIBUTE TO MIKLOS HARASZTI

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, in my
capacity as Chairman of the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in
Europe, I am pleased to commend
Miklos Haraszti, the OSCE Representa-
tive on Freedom of the Media, for his
years of dedicated service in the cause
of advancing freedom of expression and
media. An accomplished writer and
journalist as well as a courageous
human rights activist in his native
Hungary for decades prior to the end of
the Cold War, he was elected to par-
liament in the early 1990s. Since his ap-
pointment to his current position in
2004, Mr. Haraszti has been an out-
spoken champion for beleaguered jour-
nalists throughout the OSCE region.

Mr. Haraszti’s periodic reports have
proven invaluable in tracking trends
regarding laws, policies and practices
governing freedom of expression and
media in the participating states. He
has been vigilant in monitoring and re-
porting on issues arising from the
adoption of ‘‘extremism’ laws in a
growing number of OSCE countries.
The Representative on Freedom of the
Media has likewise been a strong voice
in calling for decriminalization of defa-
mation and a critic of attempts by
some regimes to restrict the Internet
and new media technologies. Most im-
portantly, he has responded to specific
urgent situations and cases, including
instances involving the harassment,
physical attacks, and even murder of
journalists. He has never shied away
from naming names, he has never
played favorites, and he has been a
voice for those whom governments
would like to silence.

Next month Mr. Haraszti will con-
clude his service as the OSCE Rep-
resentative on Freedom of the Media.
You can write a great mandate for a
high-level official, but if you don’t ap-
point the right person to the job, you
won’t get results. Mr. Haraszti has
been the right person for the right job
and we have been very fortunate that
he has given 6 years to serve the great-
er good in the OSCE region.

The OSCE participating States will
be hard pressed to find an individual to
match his professionalism, passion, and
integrity. I join my colleagues at the
Helsinki Commission in expressing our
deep appreciation to Miklos Haraszti, a
tireless advocate for freedom of expres-
sion and media, for his service and we
wish him the best in his future pur-
suits.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CURTIS STEWART
AND PEGGY CLAYTON CHAPMAN

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I congratulate Curtis Stewart and
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Peggy Clayton Chapman as the 2009
Man and Woman of the Year, as named
by the Dumas Chamber of Commerce.

I was pleased to be on-hand as Curtis
and Peggy were recognized last month
during the Annual Dumas Chamber of
Commerce Banquet. I have felt a long
kinship to Dumas, and I am grateful
for the friendships I have made there.

Dumas is a community with a great
spirit of volunteerism and caring. Mr.
President, we should all embrace the
spirit of service and volunteerism on
display by these deserving individuals.
I send my heartfelt congratulations to
both Curtis and Peggy.e

———

TRIBUTE TO THE JASON SMITH
FAMILY

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I congratulate the Jason Smith family
for being named the Desha County
Farm Family of the Year for 2009.

I have felt a long kinship with Desha
County, and I am grateful for the
friendships I have made there.

As a seventh-generation Arkansan
and farmer’s daughter and as chairman
of the Senate Agriculture Committee, I
understand firsthand and appreciate
the hard work and contributions of our
farm families. Agriculture is the back-
bone of Arkansas’s economy, creating
more than 270,000 jobs in the State and
providing $9.1 billion in wages and sala-
ries. In total, agriculture contributes
roughly $15.9 billion to the Arkansas
economy each year.

Our farm families are critical to our
Nation’s economic stability. We must
work to continue the farm family tra-
dition, so families such as the Smith
family are able to maintain their live-
lihoods and continue to help provide
the safe, abundant, and affordable food
supply that feeds our own country and
the world and that is essential to our
own economic stability.

I salute the Smiths and all Arkansas
farm families for their hard work and
dedication.e

———

RECOGNIZING MONTICELLO’S
EDUCATORS

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I recognize Monticello’s Educators of
the Year: Dr. Juan Serna, assistant
professor of physics at the University
of Arkansas at Monticello; Cindy
Flemister, a second grade teacher at
Drew Central Elementary School; and
Wanda Jackson, a third grade teacher
at Monticello Elementary School.

These educators represent the best of
our Arkansas educational system, and
I am pleased to see them receive these
recognitions.

The University of Arkansas at Monti-
cello selected Dr. Juan Serna, an as-
sistant professor of physics, as its edu-
cator teacher of the year. Serna, who is
responsible for the pre-engineering pro-
gram at UAM, completed his Ph.D. at
the University of Arkansas in 2005. His
research interests are in mathematical
physics and quantum optics.
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The Drew Central Educator of the
Year is Cindy Flemister, a second
grade teacher at Drew Central Elemen-
tary School. According to her cowork-
ers, Cindy was chosen for her ‘‘extraor-
dinary kindness, open-mindedness, tol-
erance, and patience as she works with
students or visits with parents.”

The Monticello School District’s Ed-
ucator of the Year is Wanda Jackson, a
third grade teacher at Monticello Ele-
mentary School. According to her fel-
low teachers, Wanda believes that all
students are capable of learning and
achieving. They say her dedication to
student success is evident from the mo-
ment you enter her classroom, where
she provides lessons and activities tai-
lored to meet the specific needs of her
students.

As a mother of twin boys and as an
aunt with many nieces and nephews, I
know firsthand that no child is alike.
They each have unique personality
traits and different abilities. They also
have their own learning habits and in-
terests. I have heard from many Ar-
kansas teachers, administrators, par-
ents, and students who have expressed
the same view.

There is no issue more intricately
connected to the future prosperity of
our Nation than the quality of our
schools. I am proud to see our Arkan-
sas educators, especially those in Mon-
ticello, offer every child the chance to
achieve his or her full potential.e

RECOGNIZING HOT SPRINGS
ARKANSAS

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the town of Hot Springs
in my home State of Arkansas. Hot
Springs was recently voted the ‘‘Best
Attraction in Arkansas’ by the readers
of Southern Living magazine, one of
the largest lifestyle magazines in the
country.

I have always felt a close connection
to the community of Hot Springs. I
have many fond memories of the trips
to Hot Springs that my parents took
me and my siblings on when we were
young. Exploring the downtown shops,
restaurants, and National Park bath-
houses was always exciting. We also
spent untold hours on the area lakes
boating, swimming, and fishing. I am
pleased that I am able to continue ex-
periencing those wonderful memories
with my own children, who I know will
someday look back on their childhood
days spent in Hot Springs, as I have, as
some of the most happy times of their
lives.

In 1832, Congress set aside the nat-
ural hot springs site as a Federal res-
ervation, making Hot Springs National
Park America’s ‘‘first resort.” Hot
Springs provides opportunities for
camping, fishing, hiking, and boating
on its lakes and in its forests. Hot
Springs is also known for its vibrant
arts community, with a variety of art
galleries and antique shops, along with
the nationally recognized Hot Springs
Documentary Film Festival and Hot
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