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which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————————

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL REL-
ATIVE TO AN EXPEDITED PRO-
CEDURE TO RESCIND UNNECES-
SARY SPENDING AND TO BROAD-
LY SCALE BACK FUNDING LEV-
ELS IF WARRANTED, TOGETHER
WITH A SECTIONAL ANALYSIS—
PM 57

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Budget:

To the Congress of the United Sates:

Today, I am pleased to submit to the
Congress the enclosed legislative pro-
posal, the ‘“‘Reduce Unnecessary Spend-
ing Act of 2010,” along with a section-
by-section analysis of the legislation.

This proposal will be another impor-
tant step in restoring fiscal discipline
and making sure that Washington
spends taxpayer dollars responsibly. It
will provide a new tool to streamline
Government programs and operations,
cut wasteful Government spending, and
enhance transparency and account-
ability to the American people. The
legislation will create an expedited
procedure to rescind unnecessary
spending and to broadly scale back
funding levels if warranted. The legis-
lation would require the Congress to
vote up or down on legislation proposed
by the President to rescind funding.
This new, enhanced rescission author-
ity will not only empower the Presi-
dent and the Congress to eliminate un-
necessary spending, but also discourage
waste in the first place.

Now more than ever, it’s critical that
taxpayer dollars are not wasted on pro-
grams that are ineffective, duplicative,
or out-dated. In a time when American
families and small business owners are
conscious of every dollar and make
sure that they manage their budgets
wisely, the Federal Government can do
no less. The American people expect
and demand that we spend their money
with the same discipline. Allowing tax-
payer dollars to be wasted is both an
irresponsible use of taxpayer funds and
an irresponsible abuse of the public
trust.

Recently, the Congress has taken
welcome steps to curb wasteful spend-
ing. In 2007, when I served in the Sen-
ate, a bipartisan group worked to-
gether to eliminate anonymous ear-
marks and brought new measures of
transparency to the process so Ameri-
cans can better follow how their tax
dollars are being spent. Consequently,
we have seen progress—with earmarks
declining since these reforms were
passed, including during this past fiscal
year.

In addition, my administration un-
dertook a line-by-line review of the
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Budget, and put forward approximately
$20 billion of terminations, reductions,
and savings both for Fiscal Year 2010
and 2011. While recent administrations
have seen between 15 to 20 percent of
their proposed discretionary cuts ap-
proved by the Congress, for FY 2010, we
worked with the Congress to enact 60
percent of proposed cuts.

Despite the progress we have made to
reduce earmarks and other unneces-
sary spending, there is still more work
to be done. The legislation I am send-
ing to you today provides an important
tool. The legislation allows the Presi-
dent to target spending policies that do
not have a legitimate and worthy pub-
lic purpose by providing the President
with an additional authority to pro-
pose the elimination of wasteful or ex-
cessive funding. These proposals then
receive expedited consideration in the
Congress and a guaranteed up-or-down
vote. This legislation would also allow
the President to delay funding for
these projects until the Congress has
had the chance to consider the
changes. In addition, this proposal has
been crafted to preserve the constitu-
tional balance of power between the
President and the Congress.

Overall, the ‘“Reduce Unnecessary
Spending Act of 2010 provides a new
way for the Congress and the President
to manage taxpayer dollars wisely.
That is why I urge the prompt and fa-
vorable consideration of this proposal,
and look forward to working with the
Congress on this matter in the coming
weeks.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 24, 2010.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:54 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1177. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition
of five United States Army 5-Star Generals,
George Marshall, Douglas MacArthur,
Dwight Eisenhower, Henry ‘‘Hap’’ Arnold,
and Omar Bradley, alumni of the United
States Army Command and General Staff
College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to coin-
cide with the celebration of the 132nd Anni-
versary of the founding of the United States
Army Command and General Staff College.

H.R. 5128. An act to designate the United
States Department of the Interior Building
in Washington, District of Columbia, as the
‘““Stewart Lee Udall—Department of the Inte-
rior Building”’.

H.R. 5327. An act to authorize assistance to
Israel for the Iron Dome anti-missile—de-
fense system.

—————

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on May 21, 2010, she had presented
to the President of the United States
the following enrolled bill:

S. 1782. An act to provide improvements for
the operations of the Federal courts, and for
other purposes.
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PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petition or memorial
was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as
indicated:

POM-120. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Louisiana urging local,
state, and federal governmental agencies to
work in close coordination, in order to mini-
mize damage to Louisiana’s natural re-
sources caused by the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill, and to utilize all available resources to
protect and support Louisiana residents and
businesses affected by the spill; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 61

Whereas, on April 20, 2010, the Deepwater
Horizon drilling rig exploded and later sank
in the Gulf of Mexico; and

Whereas, the accident was reported to have
been caused by a blowout, an uncontrolled
release of gas or oil that forces its way up a
well pipe and catches fire; and

Whereas, with fire still burning days later,
Coast Guard officials continued the search
for eleven missing crew members; and

Whereas, of the one hundred and fifteen
crew members who were accounted for, sev-
enteen suffered injuries that included burns,
smoke inhalation, and broken bones; and

Whereas, since the explosion, approxi-
mately forty-two thousand gallons of oil per
day have been leaking from the site into the
Gulf of Mexico; and

Whereas, the oil spill is moving closer and
closer to environmentally sensitive coastal
areas; and

Whereas, President Obama’s administra-
tion has launched a full investigation into
the oil rig explosion, with Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Janet Napolitano and Interior
Secretary Ken Salazar indicating devotion
and every available resource to a comprehen-
sive investigation of the explosion with as-
sistance to be given by the U.S. Coast Guard
and the Minerals Management Service which
share in jurisdiction for the investigation;
and

Whereas, British Petroleum, which owns
the oil rig operated by the Swiss drilling
company Transocean, dispatched more than
thirty ships, capable of skimming in excess
of one hundred and seventy thousand barrels
of oil per day; and

Whereas, several oceanographers have
claimed that the magnitude of the oil spill is
huge and could have an impact on marine
life and oyster beds; and

Whereas, the Coast Guard is keeping a
watchful eye on underwater activity from
the sunken rig; and

Whereas, the Coast Guard has prepared to
set fire to portions of the growing oil slick to
keep the crude away from sensitive ecologi-
cal areas; and

Whereas, without prompt and carefully co-
ordinated action, the oil spill has the poten-
tial to become one of the worst in U.S. his-
tory, as it is up to forty-two miles by eighty
miles wide, and ranges in thickness from a
couple of molecules to the equivalent of lay-
ers of paint; and

Whereas, with the Louisiana shrimp season
due to open in less than a month, geologists
say the oil spill has the potential to delay or
affect the 2010 season; and

Whereas, Governor Jindal has authorized
state agencies to continue monitoring the oil
spill, while the federal government begins
work to protect the Pass-A-Loutre Wildlife
Management and Breton National Wildlife
Refuge areas; and

Whereas, the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is working closely
with state and federal agencies and British
Petroleum to mitigate fish and wildlife re-
source impacts; and



May 24, 2010

Whereas, partners in the oil spill response
effort include but are not limited to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Coast
Guard, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, the Louisiana De-
partment of Environmental Quality, the
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources,
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, the Louisiana Oil Spill Coordina-
tors Office, the Governor’s Office of Home-
land Security and Emergency Preparedness,
the Coastal Protection and Restoration Au-
thority, and the Oiled Wildlife Care Network;
Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does hereby direct local,
state, and federal governmental agencies to
work in close coordination, in order to mini-
mize damage to Louisiana’s natural re-
sources caused by the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill, and to utilize all available resources to
protect and support Louisiana residents and
businesses affected by the spill; be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the U.S. Coast Guard, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
the Louisiana Department of Environmental
Quality, the Louisiana Department of Nat-
ural Resources, the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, the Louisiana Oil
Spill Coordinators Office, the Govenor’s Of-
fice of Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness, the Coastal Protection and
Restoration Authority, the Oiled Wildlife
Care Network, the secretary of the United
States Senate, the clerk of the United States
House of Representatives, and to each mem-
ber of the Liouisiana delegation.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment in the nature of
a substitute:

S. 1562. A bill to provide for a study and re-
port on research on the United States Arctic
Ocean and for other purposes (Rept. No. 111-
193).

S. 2856. A bill to allow the United States-
Canada Transboundary Resource Sharing
Understanding to be considered an inter-
national agreement for the purposes of sec-
tion 304(e)(4) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act
(Rept. No. 111-194).

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 3099. A Dbill to reinstate and extend the
deadline for commencement of construction
of a hydroelectric project involving the
American Falls Reservoir (Rept. No. 111-195).

S. 3100. A bill to reinstate and extend the
deadline for commencement of construction
of a hydroelectric project involving the Lit-
tle Wood River Ranch (Rept. No. 111-196).

H.R. 934. A Dbill to convey certain sub-
merged lands to the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands in order to give
that territory the same benefits in its sub-
merged lands as Guam, the Virgin Islands,
and American Samoa have in their sub-
merged lands (Rept. No. 111-197).

H.R. 3689. A bill to provide for an extension
of the legislative authority of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. to establish a
Vietnam Veterans Memorial visitor center,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 111-198).

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN, from the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Report on the At-
tempted Terrorist Attack on Northwest Air-
lines Flight 253 (Rept. No. 111-199). Addi-
tional views filed.
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By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 3066. A bill to correct the application of
the Non-Foreign Area Retirement Equity As-
surance Act of 2009 (5 U.S.C. 5304 note) to em-
ployees paid saved or retained rates.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr.
PRYOR, Mrs. LINCOLN, and Mr. BROWN
of Massachusetts):

S. 3396. A bill to amend the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act to establish within the
Department of Energy a Supply Star pro-
gram to identify and promote practices,
companies, and products that use highly effi-
cient supply chains in a manner that con-
serves energy, water, and other resources; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr.
BROWN of Ohio):

S. 3397. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to provide for take-back disposal
of controlled substances in certain instances,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 3398. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the work oppor-
tunity credit to certain recently discharged
veterans; to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mrs.
GILLIBRAND):

S. 3399. A bill to remove the limit on the
anticipated award price for contracts award-
ed under the procurement program for
women-owned small business concerns, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 3400. A bill to ban the sale, manufacture,
distribution, and use in public facilities of
drop-side cribs in the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
COBURN):

S. 3401. A bill to provide for the use of un-
obligated discretionary stimulus dollars to
address AIDS Drug Assistance Program
waiting lists and other cost containment
measures impacting State ADAP programs;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LEMIEUX:

S. 3402. A bill to encourage residential use
of renewable energy systems by minimizing
upfront costs and providing immediate util-
ity cost savings to consumers through leas-
ing of such systems to homeowners, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. BEGICH):

S. 3403. A bill to amend the Fish and Wild-
life Improvement Act of 1978 to exempt sub-
sistence users in the State of Alaska from
the prohibition on taking; to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado:

S. 3404. A Dbill to amend the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 to require the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, acting through the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, to take actions to improve environ-
mental conditions in the vicinity of the
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Leadville Mine Drainage Tunnel in Lake
County, Colorado, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
NELSON of Florida, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 3405. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to eliminate oil and gas
company preferences; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mrs. HAGAN:

S. 3406. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to eliminate the per-fiscal year
calculation of days of certain active duty or
active service used to reduce the minimum
age at which a member of a reserve compo-
nent of the uniformed services may retire for
non-regular service; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. Res. 537. A resolution designating May
2010 as ‘‘National Brain Tumor Awareness
Month”’; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. BOND, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. Res. 538. A resolution affirming the sup-
port of the United States for a strong and
vital alliance with Thailand; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, and Mr. KOHL):
S. Res. 539. A resolution designating May

24, 2010, as ‘‘Prescription Drug Disposal
Awareness Day”; considered and agreed to.
———
ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 332

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
332, a bill to establish a comprehensive
interagency response to reduce lung
cancer mortality in a timely manner.

S. 455

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
455, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in recogni-
tion of 5 United States Army Five—
Star Generals, George Marshall, Doug-
las MacArthur, Dwight Eisenhower,
Henry ‘“‘Hap’’ Arnold, and Omar Brad-
ley, alumni of the United States Army
Command and General Staff College,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to coincide
with the celebration of the 132nd Anni-
versary of the founding of the United
States Army Command and General
Staff College.

S. 504

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator from
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR), the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER)
and the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VOINOVICH) were added as cosponsors of
S. 504, a bill to redesignate the Depart-
ment of the Navy as the Department of
the Navy and Marine Corps.
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