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Chemical Substances’” (FRL No. 8438-4) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on January 27, 2010; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-4609. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “Primary National Ambient Air Qual-
ity Standards for Nitrogen Dioxide” (FRL
No. 9107-9) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on January 27, 2010; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-4610. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans; Montana; Re-
visions to the Administrative Rules of Mon-
tana’ (FRL No. 9102-7) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on January 27,
2010; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-4611. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs,
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi-
cation of a proposed technical assistance
agreement for the support of the Saudi Ara-
bia Ministry of Defense and Aviation
(MODA) Command and Control (C2) Com-
puter Subsystem in the amount of $50,000,000
or more; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

EC-4612. A communication from the Dep-
uty Archivist, National Archives and
Records Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Photography in Public Exhibit Space”
(RIN3095-AB60) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on January 26, 2010;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
amendments:

H.R. 3276. A bill to promote the production
of molybdenum-99 in the United States for
medical isotope production, and to condition
and phase out the export of highly enriched
uranium for the production of medical iso-
topes (Rept. No. 111-120).

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment and with a preamble:

S. Res. 275. A resolution honoring the
Minute Man National Historical Park on the
occasion of its 50th anniversary.

S. Res. 297. A resolution to recognize the
Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve as a unique
and precious ecosystem.

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

S. 2924. A bill to reauthorize the Boys &
Girls Clubs of America, in the wake of its
Centennial, and its programs and activities.

————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Albert Diaz, of North Carolina, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Fourth
Circuit.
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James A. Wynn, Jr., of North Carolina, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Fourth Circuit.

André Birotte, Jr., of California, to be
United States Attorney for the Central Dis-
trict of California for the term of four years.

Richard S. Hartunian, of New York, to be
United States Attorney for the Northern Dis-
trict of New York for the term of four years.

Ronald C. Machen, Jr., of the District of
Columbia, to be United States Attorney for
the District of Columbia for the term of four
years.

Willie Lee Richardson, Jr., of Georgia, to
be United States Marshal for the Middle Dis-
trict of Georgia for the term of four years.

By Mr. AKAKA for the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

*Raul Perea-Henze, of New York, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Pol-
icy and Planning).

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
LUGAR):

S. 2960. A bill to exempt aliens who are ad-
mitted as refugees or granted asylum and are
employed overseas by the Federal Govern-
ment from the l-year physical presence re-
quirement for adjustment of status to that
of aliens lawfully admitted for permanent
residence, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
LUGAR):

S. 2961. A bill to provide debt relief to
Haiti, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
MCCAIN):

S. 2962. A bill to amend title IT of the So-
cial Security Act to apply an earnings test
in determining the amount of monthly insur-
ance benefits for individuals entitled to dis-
ability insurance benefits based on blindness;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 2963. A bill to designate certain land in
the State of Oregon as wilderness, to provide
for the exchange of certain Federal land and
non-Federal land, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. GRASSLEY:

S. 2964. A bill to amend title XVIII, XIX,
and XXI of the Social Security Act to pre-
vent fraud, waste, and abuse under Medicare,
Medicaid, and CHIP, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. ENSIGN:

S. 2965. A Dbill to establish a Commission
for Fiscal Sustainability, to assure the long-
term fiscal stability and economic security
of the Federal Government of the United
States, and to create prosperity for all
Americans; to the Committee on the Budget.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr.
CRAPO):

S. 2966. A bill to authorize the continued

use of certain water diversions located on
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National Forest System land in the Frank
Church-River of No Return Wilderness and
the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness in the
State of Idaho, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. 2967. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a refundable
credit for small business job growth, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
SESSIONS):

S. 2968. A bill to make certain technical
and conforming amendments to the Lanham
Act; considered and passed.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 2969. A bill to provide additional emer-
gency mortgage assistance to struggling
homeowners, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. Res. 400. A resolution urging the imple-
mentation of a comprehensive strategy to
address instability in Yemen; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mr. LEMIEUX):

S. Res. 401. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate recognizing coach Bobby
Bowden for his accomplishments in college
football upon his retirement; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 518
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 518, a bill to establish the
Star-Spangled Banner and War of 1812
Bicentennial Commission, and for
other purposes.
S. 557
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name
of the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 557, a bill to encourage, enhance,
and integrate Silver Alert plans
throughout the United States, to au-
thorize grants for the assistance of or-
ganizations to find missing adults, and
for other purposes.
S. 604
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
604, a bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to reform the manner in
which the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System is audited by
the Comptroller General of the United
States and the manner in which such
audits are reported, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 752
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 752, a bill to reform the fi-
nancing of Senate elections, and for
other purposes.



January 28, 2010

S. 870

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 870, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the
credit for renewable electricity produc-
tion to include electricity produced
from biomass for on-site use and to
modify the credit period for certain fa-

cilities producing electricity from
open-loop biomass.
S. 908

At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
BYRD) was added as a cosponsor of S.
908, a bill to amend the Iran Sanctions
Act of 1996 to enhance United States
diplomatic efforts with respect to Iran
by expanding economic sanctions
against Iran.

S. 947

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 947, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the treatment of certain
physician pathology services under the
Medicare program.

S. 977

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
977, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide improved bene-
fits for veterans who are former pris-
oners of war, and for other purposes.

S. 1067

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) and the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1067, a bill to support stabilization
and lasting peace in northern Uganda
and areas affected by the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army through development of a
regional strategy to support multilat-
eral efforts to successfully protect ci-
vilians and eliminate the threat posed
by the Lord’s Resistance Army and to
authorize funds for humanitarian relief
and reconstruction, reconciliation, and
transitional justice, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1255

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
LEMIEUX) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 12565, a bill to amend the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act to extend the author-
ized time period for rebuilding of cer-
tain overfished fisheries, and for other
purposes.

S. 1282

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1282, a bill to establish a Com-
mission on Congressional Budgetary
Accountability and Review of Federal
Agencies.

S. 1340

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the

name of the Senator from New Jersey
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(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1340, a bill to establish a min-
imum funding level for programs under
the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 for fis-
cal years 2010 to 2014 that ensures a
reasonable growth in victim programs
without jeopardizing the Ilong-term
sustainability of the Crime Victims
Fund.
S. 1389
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 1389, a bill to clarify
the exemption for certain annuity con-
tracts and insurance policies from Fed-
eral regulation under the Securities
Act of 1933.
S. 1397
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1397, a bill to authorize
the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to award
grants for electronic device recycling
research, development, and demonstra-
tion projects, and for other purposes.
S. 1408
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1408, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to encourage alter-
native energy investments and job cre-
ation.
S. 1425
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1425, a bill to increase the United
States financial and programmatic
contributions to promote economic op-
portunities for women in developing
countries.
S. 1445
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 1445, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to improve the health of children and
reduce the occurrence of sudden unex-
pected infant death and to enhance
public health activities related to still-
birth.
S. 1553
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1553, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in
commemoration of the National Fu-
ture Farmers of America Organization
and the 85th anniversary of the found-
ing of the National Future Farmers of
America Organization.
S. 1619
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
FRANKEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1619, a bill to establish the Office of
Sustainable Housing and Communities,
to establish the Interagency Council on
Sustainable Communities, to establish
a comprehensive planning grant pro-
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gram, to establish a sustainability
challenge grant program, and for other
purposes.
S. 1668
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1668, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the inclu-
sion of certain active duty service in
the reserve components as qualifying
service for purposes of Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program, and for
other purposes.
S. 1792
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1792, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the
requirements for windows, doors, and
skylights to be eligible for the credit
for nonbusiness energy property.
S. 2800
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2800, a bill to amend subtitle B of title
VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act to provide education for
homeless children and youths, and for
other purposes.
S. 2853
At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT) was withdrawn as a cospon-
sor of S. 2853, a bill to establish a Bi-
partisan Task Force for Responsible
Fiscal Action, to assure the long-term
fiscal stability and economic security
of the Federal Government of the
United States, and to expand future
prosperity growth for all Americans.
S. 2900
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from North
Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2900, a bill to establish
a research, development, and tech-
nology demonstration program to im-
prove the efficiency of gas turbines
used in combined cycle and simple
cycle power generation systems.
S. 2924
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
BURRIS) and the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2924, a bill to reauthor-
ize the Boys & Girls Clubs of America,
in the wake of its Centennial, and its
programs and activities.
S. RES. 316
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 316, a resolution calling upon
the President to ensure that the for-
eign policy of the United States re-
flects appropriate understanding and
sensitivity concerning issues related to
human rights, ethnic cleansing, and
genocide documented in the TUnited
States record relating to the Armenian
Genocide, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3309
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
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(Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CRrRAPO) and the Senator
from Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
3309 proposed to H.J. Res. 45, a joint
resolution increasing the statutory
limit on the public debt.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. LUGAR):

S. 2960. A bill to exempt aliens who
are admitted as refugees or granted
asylum and are employed overseas by
the Federal Government from the 1-
year physical presence requirement for
adjustment of status to that of aliens
lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I intro-
duce today the Refugee Opportunity
Act, legislation that corrects an unfor-
tunate limitation under current law. I
thank Senator LUGAR for joining me in
support of this legislation. The immi-
gration statute requires a refugee who
is resettled in the United States to re-
main on U.S. soil for a full year before
adjusting to lawful permanent resi-
dence. For many, this requirement of-
fers no obstacles. The majority of re-
settled refugees immediately begin to
work, learn English, and contribute to
their local communities. Yet the 1-year
physical presence requirement poses a
significant barrier to resettled refugees
who are eager and willing to serve the
U.S. Government overseas. If they do,
they lose that settlement. We can cor-
rect that.

One of the tragic legacies of the war
in Iraq is the humanitarian crisis that
grew out of the conflict, in which mil-
lions of people have been displaced
both internally and externally, and in
which many others have been killed in
horrific acts of political and religious
persecution. Violent reprisals,
kidnappings, and bombings were com-
mitted during the insurgency that rose
up after May 2003, when President Bush
declared the end of major combat oper-
ations. Diplomatic and military efforts
to quell the insurgency and bring order
to Iraq were aided by many brave Iraqi
citizens, who, at great risk to them-
selves and their families, assisted the
United States as interpreters or in
other capacities. These individuals
took such risks knowing the dangers
they faced, and many lost their lives.

In 2007, I worked with Senator Ted
Kennedy to enact legislation to provide
special visas for Iraqi interpreters who
had assisted the United States in Iraq
and who wished to resettle in the
United States to escape the grave dan-
gers they faced as a result of their co-
operation with our government. I was
proud to join Senator Kennedy in that
effort. The enactment of that legisla-
tion made clear our commitment to
aiding those who had assisted the
United States with the critical mission
in Iraq. It was the right thing to do.
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In 2008, I joined Senator SCHUMER in
sponsoring the Military Personnel Citi-
zenship Processing Act. This legisla-
tion removed bureaucratic barriers to
becoming U.S. citizens for immigrants
serving in our military. Congress en-
acted this legislation to recognize the
contributions of immigrants who serve
the United States and to fulfill many
soldiers’ dreams of becoming U.S. citi-
zens. Also in 2008, I worked with Sen-
ator MIKULSKI to enact the complemen-
tary Kendell Frederick Citizenship As-
sistance Act, a bill that made the path-
way to citizenship for immigrants serv-
ing in the military simpler and more
efficient. Congress has spoken consist-
ently in favor of recognizing the value
of immigrants and refugees who em-
brace the United States through serv-
ice to their adopted Nation.

Today I introduce the Refugee Oppor-
tunity Act, legislation that builds upon
this strong commitment by correcting
an unfortunate limitation under cur-
rent law. I thank Senator LUGAR for
joining me in support of this legisla-
tion. The immigration statute requires
a refugee who is resettled in the United
States to remain on U.S. soil for a full
year in order to adjust to lawful per-
manent residence. For many, this re-
quirement presents no obstacles. The
majority of resettled refugees imme-
diately begin to work, learn English,
and contribute to their local commu-
nities. The 1-year physical presence re-
quirement poses a significant barrier
to resettled refugees who are eager and
willing to serve the U.S. Government
overseas, whether as an engineer, a
translator, or in some other meaning-
ful capacity. Accepting such employ-
ment will result in the delay of a refu-
gee’s ability to adjust his or her status
and fully integrate into our society.
There is no logical reason to deter
these refugees from taking U.S.-affili-
ated positions overseas, especially
when they seek to serve the govern-
ment that has offered them protection.

One example of such a case can be
found in the story of Mr. Ahmed Alrais.
Mr. Alrais came to the United States
as a refugee with his family after he
worked as an interpreter for the U.S.
Army in Iraq. His work for the Army
led to threats against his life, and the
United States appropriately granted
him refugee status. But then, after
struggling to find work in the Chicago
area and wanting to provide for his
family, Mr. Alrais decided to again face
the risks of working in Iraq. He joined
the staff of a U.S. Army contractor and
began to work on a military base in
Iraq. Ironically, taking this risk has
delayed his ability to earn lawful per-
manent residence in the United States
because the Department of Homeland
Security will not give him credit to-
ward the 1 year physical presence re-
quirement for the time he has spent
working with the Army contractor in
Iraq. If he had remained in the United
States for a full year unemployed, he
would not have been penalized under
the immigration law. By choosing to
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work, to support his family, and serve
our Nation’s military effort in Iraq, he
has sacrificed months toward obtaining
a green card.

To recognize the past and future con-
tributions of refugees like Mr. Alrais,
this legislation proposes to create an
exception in our immigration law to
waive the continuous presence require-
ment for any refugee who, during their
first year of residence in the United
States, accepts employment overseas
to aid the U.S. Government. This legis-
lation will not only recognize the com-
mendable actions of refugees who wish
to honor the United States by working
for our government overseas, it will
also enrich our government’s military
and diplomatic missions by drawing
upon the professional and language
skills of refugees. Finally, this bill will
encourage more refugees to assist the
U.S. efforts abroad. These are goals we
should all support.

Our refugee policies have long been a
beacon of hope and promise to many
around the world. This legislation is
the beginning of a renewed effort to
improve and modernize our refugee
policies to adapt to our changing
world. March 17 will mark the 30th an-
niversary of the enactment of the Ref-
ugee Act of 1980, a law originally intro-
duced by Senator Kennedy, a champion
of refugees and asylum seekers. I in-
tend to introduce legislation this year
to mark that important anniversary.
In the coming weeks, I will introduce a
bill to enhance protections by bringing
our refugee and asylum laws up to
date. This comprehensive refugee pack-
age will also build on legislation I in-
troduced in the 106th and 107th Con-
gresses, the Refugee Protection Act. I
will speak in greater detail on this
comprehensive refugee protection
package in the coming weeks.

There is no reason to delay introduc-
tion of the bill I offer today, however.
In 2007, Congress recognized the value
and the bravery of those refugees who
assisted us in Iraq, and once we pledge
American protection, we must follow
through with that promise. The cir-
cumstances of Mr. Alrais and his fam-
ily demonstrate the grave inequity
that results from current law. They es-
caped from tyranny and won protection
here in the United States. They hope to
build a safe and stable life in our coun-
try. They will contribute to our com-
munities, educate their children, and
become entwined in the fabric of the
United States. And the evidence of
such dreams is already seen in the ac-
tions of this family. Mr. Alrais’ wife,
Nada Alkhaddar, helps other refugees
adjust to life in Chicago under the aus-
pices of a nonprofit community organi-
zation. Mr. Alrais’ 17-year-old son
plays football at his Chicago high
school and recently told a reporter
that he wants to become a Chicago po-
liceman the embodiment of the public
servant ‘‘for America,”” he said.

I urge all Senators to join me in sup-
porting the Refugee Opportunity Act, a
sensible, appropriate, and overdue
modification to our immigration law.
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