
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2584 April 22, 2010 
Clemson University has a long and 

distinguished military history, and to-
days dedication of the Scroll of Honor 
is a testament to this school’s contin-
ued commitment to honoring those 
who serve our country. I truly appre-
ciate the Clemson Corp for spear-
heading this important project. 

As Senator, I have had the great 
honor to meet many of our Nation’s 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines 
serving abroad. They are dedicated, 
proud individuals who take their jobs 
to protect our Nation very seriously. 

Like the millions of veterans who 
served before them, they also know the 
great truth that freedom is never free. 
It was won and protected for more than 
two centuries by patriotic Americans 
willing to risk their lives to defend this 
great country of ours. 

Millions of Americans have given 
their blood, sweat, and tears in defense 
of this great land. Many, like the indi-
viduals we honor today, paid the ulti-
mate price. Words cannot adequately 
express the great respect and admira-
tion I have for these individuals. 

I, like all Americans, will forever be 
indebted to them for their sacrifice. 

I ask that the U.S. Senate join me in 
honoring these distinguished Sons of 
Dear Old Clemson, their families, and 
the thousands of soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines who continue to 
serve our Nation. And may God con-
tinue to bless our United States of 
America.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GERARD BAKER 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to Gerard Baker, Super-
intendent of Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial. Superintendent Baker has 
accepted a new assignment as Assist-
ant Director for American Indian Rela-
tions for the National Park Service. 
While his leadership at Mount Rush-
more will be greatly missed, the en-
tirety of the Park Service will benefit 
from this new role. I have enjoyed 
working with Gerard in his capacity as 
Superintendent and want to take this 
opportunity to recognize his accom-
plishments. 

During his tenure, Gerard has helped 
promote a comprehensive under-
standing of the significance of Mount 
Rushmore and the surrounding Black 
Hills. In addition to telling the story of 
the four Presidents whose likenesses 
are carved into the mountain, he and 
his staff have worked to broaden the 
perspectives of history, culture, and 
natural resources at the memorial. 
Visitors, young and old alike, have en-
joyed expanded interpretive programs, 
including an award-winning audio tour 
available in Lakota and a Heritage Vil-
lage highlighting the history and cus-
toms of local American Indian commu-
nities. Gerard has done an admirable 
job of promoting understanding and 
celebration of all of the cultures that 
make up our democracy. 

Gerard’s long and accomplished ca-
reer with the National Park Service 

began in 1979 at the Knife River Indian 
Villages National Historic Site where 
he worked as a park technician. He 
worked his way up and eventually be-
came Superintendent of Little Big 
Horn Battlefield National Monument. 
He would later serve as the first Super-
intendent of the Lewis and Clark Na-
tional Historic Trail before coming to 
Mount Rushmore. Throughout his ca-
reer, Gerard has been recognized with 
numerous awards for exceptional work. 
He was also recently featured in the 
Ken Burns documentary ‘‘The National 
Parks: America’s Best Idea.’’ 

National Park Service Director Jon 
Jarvis should be commended for recog-
nizing the importance of working with 
tribes across our country on cultural 
and natural resources issues central to 
the Park Service’s mission. He could 
not have picked a better person to rep-
resent the Park Service in this capac-
ity. In addition to vast experience with 
the Park Service, Gerard brings a life-
time of learning from his own heritage 
as a Mandan-Hidatsa Indian. That per-
spective, coupled with the charisma 
and good humor Gerard is so well 
known for, will be a great asset for the 
Park Service. 

In closing, I would like to thank Ge-
rard and his wife Mary Kay for their 
dedication to Mount Rushmore and the 
Black Hills area. I wish him all the 
best in his new position as Assistant 
Director for American Indian Relations 
for the National Park Service. Gerard’s 
efforts at Mount Rushmore will con-
tinue to benefit visitors for years to 
come, and I congratulate him on his 
accomplishments.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING VERNON C. POLITE 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the life of Vernon C. Polite, dean 
of the Eastern Michigan University 
College of Education, who passed away 
on March 8, 2010. Dean Polite led a life 
of integrity, passion, and dedication. 
His exemplary work and his personal 
warmth surely will be missed by all 
whose lives he touched. A memorial 
service will be held on the campus of 
Eastern Michigan University today to 
celebrate the life of this wonderful 
man. 

Dean Polite’s efforts to enrich the 
educational experiences of students in 
Michigan and across the country are 
truly inspiring. His guidance has left 
an indelible mark on the institutions 
in which he has played a part. From his 
work as principal at Oak Park Public 
Schools and professor at Catholic Uni-
versity of America, to his roles as 
founding dean of Bowie State Univer-
sity’s School of Education and dean of 
the Eastern Michigan University Col-
lege of Education, Dean Polite has set 
an example of conscientious and coura-
geous leadership. 

Dean Polite was embraced by col-
leagues, students, family, and friends 
as much for his impressive accomplish-
ments as for his generous heart and 
personal kindness. He has been called 

‘‘an ambassador for education and for 
social justice across the nation.’’ His 
dedication to social justice is not only 
evident in the research he conducted 
on organizational change and minority 
educational issues and in his active 
pursuit of diversity at Eastern Michi-
gan and other institutions but also in 
the graceful and respectful manner in 
which he interacted with those around 
him each day. Dean Polite leaves a 
void at Eastern Michigan University 
and in the countless lives he helped to 
shape. His memory will be a vivid and 
lasting inspiration to many. 

Vernon C. Polite dedicated his life to 
education and accomplished much in 
his long and illustrious career. His leg-
acy is that of a life well-spent and is 
embodied in the accomplishments and 
aspirations of the students he inspired. 
I know my colleagues join me in ex-
tending condolences to Vernon’s sister, 
Carol Brooks, and his brother, Willie 
Brooks, as well as to the entire Eastern 
Michigan University community, as we 
honor the life of this remarkable man.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SPECIALIST 
MICHELLE DONOVAN 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I honor National Guard Specialist 
Michelle Donovan, a resident of Hot 
Springs Village in my home State of 
Arkansas. Specialist Donovan recently 
received the Purple Heart for injuries 
she sustained while serving in Iraq 
nearly 3 years ago. 

Specialist Donovan served as a com-
bat medic assigned to the 875th Engi-
neer Battalion, Arkansas National 
Guard. On August 21, 2007, while on pa-
trol in Iraq, the vehicle in which she 
was riding struck an explosive device, 
leaving her and her four team members 
seriously wounded. She suffered severe 
traumatic brain injury and wounds to 
her leg and shoulder, as well as injuries 
to her face, requiring a medical dis-
charge from the Arkansas National 
Guard. 

Along with all Arkansans, I salute 
Specialist Donovan for her bravery, 
and I am grateful for her service and 
sacrifice. 

More than 11,000 Arkansans on active 
duty and more than 10,000 Arkansas re-
servists have served in Iraq or Afghani-
stan since September 11, 2001. It is the 
responsibility of our Nation to provide 
the tools necessary to care for our 
country’s returning servicemembers 
and honor the commitment our Nation 
made when we sent them into harm’s 
way. Our grateful Nation will not for-
get them when their military service is 
complete. It is the least we can do for 
those whom we owe so much.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALICE SMITH 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I congratulate Alice Smith for being 
named the 2009 Citizen of the Year by 
the Clarendon Chamber of Commerce. 

According to those who know her 
best, Alice is a dedicated community 
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volunteer, spending countless hours of 
her time helping others throughout the 
Clarendon community. A long-time 
volunteer with the Boy Scouts, Alice 
also serves as President of the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce and 
is a member of Visions for Clarendon, 
the Clarendon American Legion Auxil-
iary, and a board member for the Mon-
roe County Human Development Cen-
ter. Alice also fought to save the an-
nual Clarendon Christmas parade when 
it was on the verge of cancellation due 
to lack of funds and participation. 

I have felt a long kinship to 
Clarendon, and I am grateful for the 
friendships I have made there. 
Clarendon is a community with a great 
spirit of volunteerism and caring. We 
should all embrace Alice’s spirit of 
service and volunteerism. I send my 
heartfelt congratulations to her and 
her family.∑ 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF HOT SPRINGS VIL-
LAGE 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I rise to recognize the residents of Hot 
Springs Village in my home State of 
Arkansas. 

Hot Springs Village is a gated resort 
and retirement community in scenic 
west central Arkansas in the Ouachita 
Mountains. It is home to 15,000 resi-
dents and offers 11 recreational lakes 
for fishing, swimming and boating, 16 
tennis courts, a fitness center, a 650- 
seat performing arts center, and over 
20 miles of wooded nature trails. 

During the week of April 17–25, Hot 
Springs Village will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary with events throughout 
the community, including concerts, 
golf tournaments, luncheons, open 
houses, and more. These events sym-
bolize the culture, recreation, and com-
munity spirit that define Hot Springs 
Village and its citizens. 

Mr. President, I salute the residents 
of Hot Springs Village for their efforts 
to maintain the heritage, beauty, and 
history of their community. I join all 
Arkansans to express my pride in this 
jewel of Arkansas.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING DENNYMIKE’S ’CUE 
STUFF INC. 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, though 
we often say in Maine that April can 
still be considered a winter month, we 
are hopeful that warmer weather is 
just around the corner. And one of our 
Nation’s favorite summer pastimes is 
grilling outdoors—eating good food 
while enjoying the company of friends 
and family. While barbecue is tradi-
tionally considered Southern cuisine, 
one Maine company is out to redefine 
that notion—and having great success 
in this endeavor. As such, I rise today 
to recognize DennyMike’s ’Cue Stuff 
Inc. for its numerous award-winning 
barbecue products. 

DennyMike’s got its start in 2002 
when Dennis Michael—or DennyMike— 

Sherman, a born and bred Mainer, 
opened DennyMike’s Smokehouse BBQ 
and Deli in the popular seaside town of 
Old Orchard Beach. Mr. Sherman’s pur-
pose in opening this unique restaurant 
in Maine was to expose New Englanders 
to a cuisine he has loved since the 
1970s, when he first experienced au-
thentic Texas-style barbecue. In 2008, 
Mr. Sherman also launched a line of 
genuine, hand-crafted barbecue rubs 
and sauces for use by customers at 
home, whether it be to spice up 
meatloaf made in the oven or add fla-
vor to seafood or steak cooked on the 
grill. The company is a member of the 
Kansas City BBQ Society and the Na-
tional BBQ Association, among other 
organizations, ensuring that it is at 
the forefront of this burgeoning indus-
try. 

To create its unique sauces and rubs, 
DennyMike’s utilizes high-quality in-
gredients such as clover honey, natural 
sea salt, and Barbados molasses. The 
company creates these products, which 
are all-natural and gluten-free, in 
small batches to ensure a richer flavor. 
The company markets a broad range of 
sauces like the Sweet ’N Spicy, 
DennyMike’s original standard-bearer, 
as well as rubs that include the 
Fintastic, seasoned with a hint of cit-
rus for a tangy twist on traditional 
Maine cuisine such as fresh fish and 
shrimp. From sweet and savory to 
strong and spicy, DennyMike’s prod-
ucts are designed to please any dis-
cerning set of taste buds. DennyMike 
and his wife, Patty, accompanied by 
one full-time employee, produce the 
sauces and rubs, with five part-time 
workers supplementing as needed. 

While some may scoff at the notion 
of an award-winning barbecue master 
hailing from Maine, Mr. Sherman has 
put such critics to shame with an im-
pressive display of awards from organi-
zations nationwide. In November, one 
of DennyMike’s sauces was named the 
best barbecue sauce in the ‘‘All-Nat-
ural Hot’’ category at the 2010 Scovie 
Awards, while another of its distinctive 
rubs won top place in the ‘‘Dry Rub/ 
All-Purpose’’ class. Decided through 
scrupulous blind tastings, the Scovie 
Awards are prestigious in the barbecue 
industry, and now comprise one of the 
world’s most competitive gourmet food 
competitions. Additionally, 
DennyMike’s received five medals—two 
gold, one silver, and two bronze—from 
the National Barbecue Association, or 
NBBQA, last year, while also winning 
several awards for its distinct pack-
aging from various organizations. At 
this year’s NBBQA Conference and 
Expo, DennyMike’s racked up seven 
awards, building on its record of ac-
complishment and success within the 
industry. 

DennyMike’s ’Cue Stuff has quickly 
made a name for itself by introducing 
quality, all-natural barbecue products 
to our home State. As he continues to 
promote his sauces and rubs at re-
gional trade shows across New Eng-
land, I am confident that word will 

only spread faster of Mr. Sherman’s 
creative and celebrated line of prod-
ucts. I thank Mr. Sherman for so viv-
idly embodying the entrepreneurial 
spirit, and wish him continued success 
in his tasty quest.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:58 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1585. An act to increase awareness of 
physical activity opportunities at school, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3553. An act to exclude from consider-
ation as income under the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 amounts received by a family 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for 
service-related disabilities of a member of 
the family. 

H.R. 4178. An act to amend the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act to provide for deposit re-
stricted qualified tuition programs, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, 
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 1963. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide assistance to care-
givers of veterans, to improve the provision 
of health care to veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 255. Concurrent resolution 
commemorating the 40th anniversary of 
Earth Day and honoring the founder of Earth 
Day, the late Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wis-
consin. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
The President pro tempore (Mr. 

BYRD) announced that on today, April 
22, 2010, he had signed the following en-
rolled bill, previously signed by the 
Speaker of the House: 

H.R. 4360. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs blind rehabilitation 
center in Long Beach, California, as the 
‘‘Major Charles Robert Soltes, Jr., O.D. De-
partment of Veterans Blind Rehabilitation 
Center’’. 

At 3:36 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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