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Rules and Administration will meet on
Thursday, April 22, 2010, at 10 a.m., to
hear testimony on ‘“‘Examining the Fil-
ibuster: History of the Filibuster 1789-
2008.”

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Lynden
Armstrong at the Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee on 202-224-6352.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources. The hearing will be
held on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, at 3
p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building in Washington,
DC.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills:
S. 7T45/H.R. 2265, to amend the Reclama-
tion Wastewater and Groundwater
Study and Facilities Act to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to partici-
pate in the Magna Water District water
reuse and groundwater recharge
project, and for other purposes; S. 1138/
H.R. 2442, to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act to expand the Bay
Area Regional Water Recycling Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; S. 1573/
H.R. 2741, to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in
the city of Hermiston, Oregon, water
recycling and reuse project, and for
other purposes; S. 3099, to reinstate and
extend the deadline for commencement
of construction of a hydroelectric
project involving the American Falls
Reservoir; S. 3100, to reinstate and ex-
tend the deadline for commencement of
construction of a hydroelectric project
involving the Little Wood River Ranch;
H.R. 325, to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in
the Avra/Black Wash Reclamation and
Riparian Restoration Project; H.R. 637,
to authorize the Secretary, in coopera-
tion with the City of San Juan
Capistrano, California, to participate
in the design, planning, and construc-
tion of an advanced water treatment
plant facility and recycled water sys-
tem, and for other purposes; H.R. 1120,
To amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to participate in the Central
Texas Water Recycling and Reuse
Project, and for other purposes; H.R.
1219, to make amendments to the Rec-
lamation Projects Authorization and
Adjustment Act of 1992; H.R. 1393, to
amend the Lower Rio Grande Valley
Water Resources Conservation and Im-
provement Act of 2000 to authorize ad-
ditional projects and activities under
that Act, and for other purposes; and
H.R. 2522, to raise the ceiling on the
Federal share of the cost of the
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Calleguas Municipal Water District Re-
cycling Project, and for other purposes.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by email
to Gina_ Weinstock@energy.senate
.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Tanya Trujillo at (202) 224-5479 or
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224-5684.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Subcommittee on National
Parks. The hearing will be held on
Wednesday, May 5, 2010, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
view the National Park Service’s im-
plementation of the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by email
to allison seyferth@energy.senate
.govV.

For further information, please con-
tact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863 or
Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that William
Storm of my Finance Committee staff
be granted privileges of the floor for
the duration of the 111th Congress.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———
HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. BEN-

JAMIN L. HOOKS

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
489, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 489) honoring the life
and achievements of Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President,
on April 15, Benjamin Hooks died in
the city where he was born 85 years
ago, the city of Memphis. Later this
afternoon, Senator BURRIS, Senator
CORKER, and I will introduce a resolu-
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tion honoring the life and achievement
of Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks.

Benjamin Hooks was certainly one of
Tennessee’s most distinguished citizens
and one of America’s leaders in this
last half century. He was a patriot, a
family man, a visionary, a lawyer, a
storyteller, a preacher, and for my wife
and me, he and his wife Frances were
close and good friends.

There will be a funeral service in
Memphis on Wednesday. I will attend it
and will make remarks there. But I
wanted to say a few words about my
friend Dr. Hooks on the floor of the
Senate today.

Ben Hooks was born January 31, 1925.
He leaves his wife Frances and his
daughter Patricia Gray and two
grandsons. He was the fifth of seven
children born to Robert B. and Bessie
Hooks. Right from the beginning, he
was part of a pioneering family. He was
the grandson of Julia Hooks, the sec-
ond Black woman in the United States
to graduate from college.

Young Ben Hooks went on to
LeMoyne-Owen College in Memphis
and graduated from Howard. He served
in the U.S. Army. He was a patriot.
While in the Army, he learned some-
thing more about injustice when he
found that some of the prisoners of war
he guarded had more rights than he did
to eat in a restaurant. His pioneering
continued when he went back home to
Memphis after the war.

First, he had to get a law degree. At
that time, no Tennessee law school
would accept an African-American law
student. It was the same in Arkansas. I
remember George Haley, the brother of
Alex Haley—that is another Tennessee
family, the Haleys—George Haley was
able to go to the University of Arkan-
sas at about the same time and was re-
quired to sit by himself in a separate
room because they simply didn’t know
what to do with an African-American
student.

Ben Hooks choose to go to DePaul
University in Chicago, where he re-
ceived his law degree in 1984, and came
back to Memphis. He kept pioneering.
He was one of the few African-Amer-
ican lawyers to set up his own practice
in Memphis. He was appointed to the
Shelby County Criminal Court by Gov-
ernor Frank Clement of Tennessee in
1965, making him the first Black crimi-
nal court judge in the history of our
State.

He and Dr. Martin Luther King
worked together. He lived to see Dr.
King go over from being someone who
was reviled to someone who was hon-
ored by having a national holiday in
his name.

In 1972, Benjamin Hooks became the
first Black appointee to the Federal
Communications Commission. That
was at the recommendation of Senator
Howard Baker, a Republican Senator,
and a Republican President, Richard
Nixon. Ben Hooks was able to support
leaders of both parties. He supported
the 1972 Presidential Republican tick-
et. He supported Senator Baker in his



S2430

races. His wife Frances supported me
every time I ran for public office in
Tennessee, which has been a lot, five
different times. Everybody knew that
Frances Hooks would not have been
supporting me if Ben Hooks did not
know about it. In fact, it is hard to
think of Ben Hooks without Frances. I
cannot think of a time I talked with
him when I did not start with her. She
was his sweetheart, his ally, his sec-
retary, his assistant, his adviser, and
all of us send to her and her family our
thoughts during these days. I talked
with her for a few minutes a while ago.

Benjamin Hooks became best known
in this country when he was elected ex-
ecutive director of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored
People, NAACP, in 1976. He served in
that role until 1992. During that time
the NAACP grew by hundreds of thou-
sands of members due to Ben Hooks’
leadership.

Ben Hooks was an ordained minister.
He delivered sermons for more than
half a century. They were sermons well
worth hearing. Ben Hooks had the com-
bined gifts of a Southern preacher, a
Southern lawyer, and a Southern poli-
tician, and he could turn a phrase and
turn the audience inside out and upside
down with his phrases as well as any-
one I have ever heard.

One of his most touching speeches
was his eulogy at the funeral of a
former Tennessee Senator, Albert
Gore, Sr., which I heard in Nashville.

In March of 2001, Benjamin and
Frances Hooks renewed their wedding
vows after almost 50 years of marriage.

In November of 2007, just about 2%
years ago, Benjamin Hooks was award-
ed the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
the highest civilian honor in the
United States, by President George W.
Bush.

He helped to establish, in his home-
town of Memphis, the Benjamin Hooks
Institute for Social Change at the Uni-
versity of Memphis. In talking with
some of the faculty members at that
institute a few years ago, one of them
said Ben Hooks understands our coun-
try is a work in progress. He had seen
the hard parts of it. He had seen the in-
justice of it. Before he died, he was still
sad and angry about some of the injus-
tices that exist today. But he had also
seen the promise of it as well. Through
his lifetime, he had lived through the
King days; the sit-ins; the days of the
first Black criminal court justice,
where it was commonplace for African
Americans to graduate from law
school; the election of the first Afri-
can-American President; the rise of the
NAACP. Ben Hooks saw the great
promise of American life.

After he was awarded the Medal of
Freedom in 2007 by the President, I
hosted a lunch for him in the Senate
Dining Room downstairs. Those who
come to the Senators’ dining room are
accustomed to seeing distinguished
visitors. In fact, that is why most peo-
ple go the Senators’ dining room—to be
seen. But that day Ben Hooks took
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over the dining room. He was by far the
most distinguished visitor there. Some
very well known people came to pay re-
spect to him. One of them was the late
Jack Kemp, who worked with Dr.
Hooks on civil rights issues for many
years. But the greatest commotion was
caused by the people who work in the
Senators’ dining room—those who
serve, those who wait tables, those who
cook in the kitchen. They all wanted
to shake Ben Hooks’ hand. They want-
ed to say hello to him. They wanted his
autograph. And most wanted his pic-
ture.

We will miss Ben Hooks’ leadership.
We will miss his vision. We will miss
his capacity to work with Republicans
as well as Democrats. Tennessee has
lost one of its most distinguished citi-
zens. But we are grateful for that life,
and in Memphis on Wednesday we will
celebrate the life of Dr. Benjamin L.
Hooks.

Mr. CORKER. Madam President, I do
want to say that Tennessee has lost a
great human being in Dr. Benjamin
Hooks, and I want to join with my
friend and colleague from Tennessee,
Senator ALEXANDER, in being part of a
resolution to talk about his wonderful
life. I know we will be having cere-
monies in Tennessee this Wednesday,
but certainly he was a wonderful indi-
vidual who did much to benefit our
country, and we all are saddened by his
passing.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the life of the Rev-
erend Benjamin Lawson Hooks. I join
all Americans in expressing my sadness
at his passing and gratitude for his life-
time of service. Ben Hooks was a man
of faith who was dedicated to non-
violent change. He will be remembered
as one of the great civil rights cham-
pions of our time.

Ben Hooks was born in Memphis, TN,
at the height of the Jim Crow era in
1925. During World War II, he enlisted
in the Army to fight for his country, a
segregated nation that denied him ac-
cess to many public venues. Stationed
in Italy, he was ordered to guard
Italian prisoners of war, and like so
many African-American soldiers at
that time, he was utterly shocked to
find that the very prisoners he guarded
were admitted to the all-White cafe-
teria, while he had to eat elsewhere.
Upon returning to the United States,
Ben Hooks completed his studies at

Howard TUniversity and attended
DePaul University College of Law in
Chicago.

But he never forgot his roots or the
civil rights violations that he had wit-
nessed. After the war, he returned to
his hometown of Memphis, TN, to open
up a law practice and dedicate himself
to the fight for the equality of all
Americans. Of those years, he recalled:
“At that time you were insulted by law
clerks, excluded from white bar asso-
ciations and when I was in court, I was
lucky to be called ‘Ben.’ Usually it was
just ‘boy.””” He also became a Baptist
minister, joined the NAACP and par-
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ticipated in many civil rights protests.
He joined Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, which went on to spearhead
the civil rights movement through fa-
mous nonviolent protests.

By 1965, Ben Hooks had made his
mark on his home State, and was ap-
pointed to the Tennessee Criminal
Court, making him the first Black
judge since Reconstruction in a State
trial court anywhere in the South. In
years to come he would capture the at-
tention of lawmakers in Washington,
and in 1972, President Nixon nominated
Hooks to the Federal Communications
Commission. He became the first Black
Commissioner on the FCC, and served
for 5 years. During his time there, he
fought for underrepresented minorities
in the media and helped to increase the
number of African-Americans em-
ployed at the FCC.

Despite all these accomplishments,
Ben Hooks is likely to be best remem-
bered for his 15 years as executive di-
rector of the NAACP. In 2007, when
President Bush presented him with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, one of
our country’s highest civilian honors,
saying: “Dr. Hooks was a calm yet
forceful voice for fairness, opportunity
and personal responsibility. He never
tired or faltered in demanding that our
Nation live up to its founding ideals of
liberty and equality.”

His time at the NAACP was trans-
formative. When he first arrived, mem-
bership was down and the organization
was saddled with debt, but he declared
“‘the civil rights movement is not dead.
If anyone thinks that we are going to
stop agitating, they had better think
again. If anyone thinks that we are
going to stop litigating, they had bet-
ter close the courts. If anyone thinks
that we are not going to demonstrate
and protest, they had better roll up the
sidewalks.”” When he retired in 1992,
membership had dramatically in-
creased and the organization had been
completely reinvigorated and con-
tinues to be at the forefront of the civil
rights movement today.

The Reverend Jesse Jackson elo-
quently noted: ‘‘Ben Hooks did it all,
did it well, and he did it over a long pe-
riod of time. He fought tirelessly to
tear down walls that make today’s
bridges possible. He took us from racial
battleground to economic common
ground, across lines of race and reli-
gion.”

Today, I add my voice to the chorus
of praise for Ben Hooks. He was an hon-
orable man who fought for equality and
justice for all Americans and to fulfill
the promise of our great Nation.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

489) was
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The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 489

Whereas Benjamin Hooks was born in
Memphis, Tennessee on January 31, 1925;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks died April 15,
2010, at the age of 85 in Memphis, Tennessee,
and is survived by his wife, Frances Hooks,
his daughter, Patricia Gray, and 2 grandsons;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks was the fifth of 7
children born to Robert B. and Bessie Hooks,
and was the grandson of Julia Hooks, the
second Black woman in the United States to
graduate from college;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks attended
LeMoyne-Owen College in Memphis and, in
1944, graduated from Howard University;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks joined the United
States Army during World War II and was
promoted to staff sergeant;

Whereas in 1948, Benjamin Hooks received
his law degree from DePaul University in
Chicago, Illinois and returned to Memphis,
Tennessee to help breakdown segregation;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks set up his own
law practice and was one of a few Blacks
practicing law in Memphis from 1949-1965;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks was appointed to
a vacancy on the Shelby County criminal
court, by Governor Frank G. Clement in 1965,
making him the first Black criminal court
judge in the history of Tennessee;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks was a leader in
the civil rights movement and joined the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference of
Reverend Martin Luther King in 1956;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks became the first
Black appointee to the Federal Communica-
tions Commission in 1972, when he was ap-
pointed by President Richard Nixon, and, in
that capacity, worked towards minority em-
ployment and involvement in broadcasting;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks was elected exec-
utive director of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) on November 6, 1976, and served in
that role until 1992;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks was an ordained
minister and delivered sermons for 52 years
at the Greater Middle Baptist Church and as
pastor at Greater New Mountain Moriah Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Detroit;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks was honored in
1996 with the dedication of the Benjamin L.
Hooks Institute for Social Change at the
University of Memphis, which he helped to
create;

Whereas Benjamin Hooks and Francis
Hooks renewed their wedding vows on March
24, 2001, after almost 50 years of marriage;

Whereas in November 2007, Benjamin
Hooks was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the highest civilian honor in the
United States, by President George W. Bush;
and

Whereas the passing of Benjamin Hooks is
a great loss: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the outstanding contribu-
tions of Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks to the civil
rights movement, the ministry, his family,
and the community of Memphis, Tennessee;
and

(2) pays tribute to Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks,
his passion for life, dedication to service, and
commitment to equality.

———

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF
EMANCIPATION HALL

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res 243, which is at the
desk and just received from the House.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 243)
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for an event to
celebrate the birthday of King Kamehameha.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 243) was agreed to.

———

MAJOR CHARLES R. SOLTES, JR.,
O0.D. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS BLIND REHABILITA-
TION CENTER

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Veterans’
Affairs Committee be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 4360 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4360) to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs blind rehabilitation
center in Long Beach, California, as the
‘““Major Charles Robert Soltes, Jr., O.D. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Blind Rehabili-
tation Center.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. AKAKA. Madam President, I am
pleased that the Senate is passing H.R.
4360 by unanimous consent. Major
Soltes was truly an inspiration to all of
us, and I am proud to support this leg-
islation. Major Soltes deployed to Iraq
in 2004 and paid the ultimate sacrifice
for our great country after the vehicle
in which he was traveling ran over an
improvised explosive device. Through-
out his career in the Army, he assumed
many leadership positions, received nu-
merous military decorations, and was
instrumental in establishing a free
medical clinic for the local population
in Iraq.

It is particularly fitting that we are
naming the VA blind rehabilitation
center in Long Beach, CA, after Major
Soltes. He was from Irvine, CA, a grad-
uate of the New England College of Op-
tometry, and completed his residency
at the prestigious Brooke Army Med-
ical Center. He also served as the Di-
rector of the Optometry Residency
Program at the U.S. Military Acad-
emy. In 1999, Major Soltes became the
clinical director of Irvine Vision Insti-
tute, an optometry specialty center
where served until his voluntary de-
ployment to Iraq.

Major Soltes leaves behind his wife,
Sally Dang, O0.D., and three young chil-
dren. Dr. Dang is a low-vision optom-
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etrist who received her training at the
West Haven VA Blind Rehabilitation
Center after graduating from the New
England College of Optometry. She has
recently volunteered to provide low-vi-
sion services and care for blinded vet-
erans to fulfill a promise she made to
her husband before he deployed to Iraq.

Major Soltes was a dedicated Army
officer, and an outstanding clinician,
educator, and military optometrist and
naming the Long Beach VA blind reha-
bilitation center in honor of him will
be a fitting tribute to his lasting mem-
ory.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4360) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 20,
2010

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, April
20; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate proceed to a
period for the transaction of morning
business for 1 hour, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first half and
the majority controlling the final half;
that following morning business, the
Senate proceed to executive session, as
provided for under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
under an agreement reached earlier to-
night, at 12 noon the Senate will pro-
ceed to vote on the confirmation of the
nomination of Lael Brainard to be
Under Secretary of the Treasury.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it adjourn under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:45 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
April 20, 2010, at 10 a.m.
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