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Medical Emergencies. I applaud the 
President for this effort to ensure that 
every person enjoys the same right to 
have their loved ones with them in hos-
pitals and to designate surrogate deci-
sion makers when they are hospital-
ized, often in their time of greatest 
need. No one should be forced to face 
important medical decisions or spend 
their last moments apart from their 
loved ones just because the person they 
love happens to be of the same sex. 

The President has directed the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
to issue regulations prohibiting hos-
pitals that participate in Medicare and 
Medicaid from denying visitation privi-
leges on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or disability. 
The memorandum issued last week also 
calls for greater enforcement of exist-
ing regulations that ensure all pa-
tients’ legal representatives have the 
right to make informed decisions re-
garding patients’ care. 

There is a tragic history of discrimi-
nation in health care, but fortunately, 
we are making progress to end it. Hos-
pitals were racially segregated until 
the 1960s, when Congress passed legisla-
tion prohibiting that discrimination in 
hospitals that are recipients of Federal 
funding. The President’s memorandum 
is a similarly important step toward 
equal treatment. For too long, some 
hospital patients have been denied the 
basic rights of receiving visitors and 
designating surrogate decision makers 
without a remedy in Federal law. In 
Vermont, many same-sex couples have 
sought to be recognized as committed 
couples by law to ensure that they and 
their families are entitled to these 
rights. Those families should not lose 
those rights when traveling out of 
State. 

The fight for equal rights protections 
continues in Congress. I am a proud co-
sponsor of the bipartisan Domestic 
Partnership Benefits and Obligations 
Act of 2009, which would provide do-
mestic partners of Federal employees 
all of the protections and benefits af-
forded to spouses of Federal employees, 
including participation in applicable 
retirement programs, compensation for 
work injuries and health insurance 
benefits. I also support the Tax Equity 
for Health Plan Beneficiaries Act of 
2009, which would end the taxation of 
health benefits provided to domestic 
partners in workplaces that provide do-
mestic partner health benefits to their 
employees. 

Respecting the rights of all hospital 
patients to have their loved ones near 
in times of crisis is something every 
American should support. 

f 

AMERICAN-ISRAELI PARTNERSHIP 

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I 
rise to reflect on the current state of 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
and the special role the United States 
must play in moving these talks for-
ward. 

Peace talks between the Israelis and 
Palestinians have been stalled for near-
ly a year. To restart these talks it is 
abundantly clear that it will require 
great courage amongst the negotiating 
parties to negotiate in good faith. Ef-
forts to negotiate a lasting peace in the 
region have been interrupted by violent 
clashes and mistrust. When it comes to 
peace, no one should doubt the sincere 
yearning of the Israeli and Palestinian 
people. Their dream of peace will be 
best realized when our countries work 
together. 

Ever since Israel declared independ-
ence in 1948, the United States and 
Israel have enjoyed a close friendship. 
And our support for Israel remains un-
wavering. For over a half-century 
Israel has been a pillar of freedom and 
democracy in the Middle East. In the 
face of countless threats and chal-
lenges it is this commitment to free-
dom that has kept our relationship 
strong. In the past Israel played an in-
tegral role in combating Soviet expan-
sionism in the Middle East during the 
Cold War. Today it stands with the 
U.S. in confronting Iran in its dan-
gerous pursuit of a nuclear program. 

Israel is an important strategic part-
ner of the United States. Our national 
interests are linked through our ongo-
ing cooperation in trade, diplomacy, 
intelligence, weapons development and 
military exercises. Since 1985, the U.S. 
has provided nearly $3 billion in grants 
to Israel annually. I am confident that 
we in Congress will continue to provide 
the assistance that befits such long- 
standing strategic allies. 

While there are moments of disagree-
ment between Israel and the U.S., they 
do not affect the mutual interests that 
we share in the Middle East. The cause 
of freedom unites our vision for a 
peaceful future. It is critical that we 
continue our longstanding relationship 
of trust and cooperation as we meet 
the common challenges we face today. 
During rare moments of disagreement, 
it is best for two allies to resolve them 
privately and amicably. We should not 
allow our occasional differences to be 
exploited by our adversaries. 

Restoration of the peace process is a 
shared goal because its benefits are 
shared. For Israel, a lasting peace 
agreement brings assured peace to a 
land where peace has for too long been 
fleeting. For the U.S., the pursuit of a 
mid-east peace deal illustrates Amer-
ica’s commitment to working for peace 
and security. Comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East is, and should remain, 
one of the U.S. highest foreign policy 
priorities. 

f 

RESERVE COMPONENT HEALTH 
CARE PROGRAMS 

Mr. BURRIS. Madam President, it is 
with pride that I bring to the attention 
of my colleagues a recent series of pro-
grams conducted in Downing Grove, IL, 
relating to medical care for our serv-
icemembers. The programs were spon-
sored by the Dupage Medical Group and 

the Defense Education Forum of the 
Reserve Officers Association of the 
United States, ROA. They were part of 
an ongoing series of six programs held 
over the past 2 years by these entities 
and related to the Reserve Components 
and military medicine. 

In November of last year, the topic 
was Mental Health Care Programs for 
the Reserve Components and their 
Families. As we all know, the signa-
ture injuries of the current overseas 
wars have been head injuries resulting 
in some degree of traumatic brain in-
jury, TBI, and post traumatic stress 
syndrome, PTSD. Treatment for our 
wounded warriors with these injuries is 
paramount and has been correctly 
made a priority by the Secretary of De-
fense and Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. The most recent of the programs 
was on the lessons in military medicine 
from Operation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, which was 
conducted on April 9, 2010. It had a dis-
tinguished faculty and featured Dr. 
Paul DeFina, chairman of the Inter-
national Brain Research Institute, who 
discussed brain trauma and its latest 
treatments. 

I am especially proud of the efforts of 
several of my constituents, notably, 
COL Janet Kamer and the doctors of 
the DuPage Medical Group, in devel-
oping and hosting these programs to-
gether with the Defense Education 
Forum. Colonel Kamer is the command 
consultant for psychology to Air Force 
Reserve Headquarters and a psycholo-
gist with the DuPage Medical Group. 
She is also the president of the Illinois 
Department of the Reserve Officers As-
sociation. 

MG Robert Kasulke also deserves rec-
ognition for his efforts in cohosting 
these programs. He is commander of 
the Army Reserve Medical Command 
and a vascular surgeon in his civilian 
career. RADM Paul Kayye (Retired), 
the national president of ROA, has also 
played a part in these medical care 
programs by introducing the April 9, 
2010, program. Other faculty for these 
programs that deserve recognition in-
cludes: BG Margaret Wilmoth, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs; COL Nicole Keesee, dep-
uty surgeon in the Office of the Chief of 
the Army Reserve; Sergio Estrada, as-
sistant director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; Adermi 
Olodun, of the DOD Employer Partner-
ship Program; and Bob Feidler, the di-
rector of the Defense Education 
Forum. Participants of the meetings 
included medical providers, local rep-
resentatives of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, other caregivers, medical 
and legal, and several of our wounded 
warriors. 

It is through people such as Dr. 
Kamer, the DuPage Medical Group and 
the Defense Education Forum of ROA, 
and the distinguished faculty of these 
programs that the most up-to-date in-
formation is being provided to the 
medical community, Reservists and 
their families about the various pro-
grams and treatments available to 
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them. I congratulate them on their on-
going efforts. 

f 

REMEMBERING JIM WHITTINGHILL 

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, 
each of us privileged to serve in this 
Chamber knows that the Senate and 
each of our offices could not operate 
successfully without the assistance of 
talented and dedicated staff. One 
former Senator who certainly knew 
this was my fellow Kansan, Bob Dole. 
During his nearly 35 years in the House 
and Senate—and most especially dur-
ing his decade as Senate Republican 
Leader—Bob was ably assisted by some 
of Capitol Hill’s best and brightest. 

One of those individuals was Jim 
Whittinghill, who many of my col-
leagues will remember from his years 
as Bob’s deputy chief of staff. Jim 
passed away on Thursday. I have been 
in contact with Senator Dole since 
learning of Jim’s passing, and he asked 
me to enter the following statement in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

Jim Whittinghill—or ‘‘Whit’’ as his friends 
called him—and he had many—worked with 
me during my time as Senate Republican 
leader from 1986 until 1994 in a series of posi-
tions, including Deputy Chief of Staff. Whit 
was a top flight staffer who provided me with 
counsel on a wide variety of issues, including 
2nd amendment rights and energy. He was a 
proud Republican, but he was respected on 
both sides of the aisle. Democrat Senators 
and staffers knew that Whit’s word was his 
bond, and he was very influential and helpful 
in reaching bi-partisan agreements. After his 
years on Capitol Hill, Whit went on to have 
a very successful career in the private sec-
tor. He will be greatly missed by all those 
who worked with him. 

On a personal note, let me add that I 
was in the House of Representatives 
when Whit was working for Bob, and I 
agree with all that Bob said about him. 
I know I join with many others in this 
Chamber who knew Whit in extending 
our condolences to his family and 
friends. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CRAIG F. WALKER 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I 
rise today to offer my sincere con-
gratulations to Denver Post photo-
journalist Craig F. Walker who won the 
Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. 
Craig’s winning photos tracked Ian 
Fisher’s 2-year journey as a high school 
graduate in Lakewood, CO, to his year-
long deployment in Iraq. 

The ‘‘American Soldier’’ project was 
a three-part series of photos that told a 
compelling story and captured the raw 
emotional rollercoaster of one young 
man’s decision and transition to be-
come a soldier. There is something 
about a photo that has the ability to 
capture the truth in a single, fleeting 
moment. This series of photos captures 
individual moments that, when com-
bined, create a powerful story that ev-
eryone can connect to on an emotional 

level. During these times when we are 
fighting two wars overseas, it is impor-
tant to remind every American that 
these soldiers are regular people who 
have heard the call of duty and dedi-
cated their lives to serve their country. 

Winning a Pulitzer Prize is the high-
est honor for a journalist, and I am 
proud that a photojournalist from 
Colorado’s Denver Post received such a 
prestigious award, especially on such 
an important story. Craig should feel 
very proud of his work, and I congratu-
late him again for this great honor.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BROOKE JEAN 
ANDERSON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Brooke Jean Anderson, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all of the hard work she has done 
for me, my staff, and the State of 
South Dakota over the past several 
months. 

Brooke is a graduate of Stevens High 
School in Rapid City, SD. Currently 
she is attending Montana State Univer-
sity, where she is majoring in business 
marketing. She is a hard worker who 
has been dedicated to getting the most 
out of her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Brooke for 
all of the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER 
SIDNEY ESPINOSA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Christopher Sidney 
Espinosa, an intern in my Washington, 
DC, office, for all of the hard work he 
has done for me, my staff, and the 
State of South Dakota over the past 
several months. 

Christopher is a graduate of Bethany 
High School in Bethany, OK. Currently 
he is attending Southern Nazarene Uni-
versity, where he is majoring in polit-
ical science. He is a hard worker who 
has been dedicated to getting the most 
out of his internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Christopher 
for all of the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KELLI GILL 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Kelli Gill, an intern in my 
Aberdeen, SD, office, for all of the hard 
work she has done for me, my staff, 
and the State of South Dakota over the 
past several months. 

Kelli is a graduate of Yankton High 
School in Yankton, SD. Currently, she 
is attending Northern State Univer-
sity, where she is majoring in English. 
She is a hard worker who has been 
dedicated to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Kelli for all 

of the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MEAGAN LYNN 
ROBINS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Meagan Lynn Robins, an in-
tern in my Washington, DC, office, for 
all of the hard work she has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months. 

Meagan is a graduate of Plainfield 
South High School in Joliet, IL. Cur-
rently she is attending Olivet Nazarene 
University, where she is majoring in 
political science and social science. 
She is a hard worker who has been 
dedicated to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Meagan for 
all of the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 

Under the order of the Senate of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the Secretary of the Sen-
ate, on April 15, 2010, during the ad-
journment of the Senate, received a 
message from the House announcing 
that the Speaker has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill and joint resolu-
tion: 

H.R. 4851. An act to provide a temporary 
extension of certain programs, and for other 
purposes. 

S.J. Res. 25. Joint resolution granting the 
consent and approval of Congress to amend-
ments made by the State of Maryland, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and the District 
of Columbia to the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Regulation Compact. 

Under the authority of the order of 
April 15, 2010, the enrolled bill and 
joint resolution were signed on April 
15, 2010, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, by the Acting President pro 
tempore (Mr. REID). 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:08 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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