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upon the table; no further motions to
be in order and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
that the cloture motion with respect to
the nomination be withdrawn; that
upon confirmation of the Demeo nomi-
nation, the Senate then proceed to Cal-
endar No. 333, the nomination of Stuart
Nash to be an associate judge of the DC
Superior Court, and immediately vote
on confirmation of the nomination;
that upon confirmation, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action with respect to Calendar No. 333.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO FLORENCE McCLURE

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise
today to honor one of Nevada’s great-
est champions and advocates for vic-
tims throughout my home State. In
her living room in Las Vegas, NV, in
1974, Florence McClure cofounded Com-
munity Action Against Rape, CAAR,
with Sandi Petta. Thirty-five years
later, CAAR has become the Rape Cri-
sis Center, the largest sexual assault
center in Nevada, serving all of Ne-
vada.

Florence McClure moved to Las
Vegas, NV, in 1966. She was instru-
mental in the opening of the Frontier
Hotel. While making the hotel into a
major resort on the Las Vegas Strip,
Florence made history as a female ex-
ecutive in the casino industry. She also
joined the Las Vegas Chapter of the
League of Women Voters and other
women’s groups in 1967. She returned
to college and obtained her bachelor’s
degree from UNLYV in 1971.

Florence became a tireless advocate
for victims of sexual assault. As the di-
rector of CAAR for 12 years, she was in-
strumental in forcing improvements
and system changes in the way sexual
assault victims were treated. Not one
to shy away from confrontation, Flor-
ence worked most often one-on-one
with judges, law enforcement officers,
and medical personnel to increase the
ability of a victim to recover and to be
successful in court by providing better
care, counseling, evidence collection,
support, and privacy for victims.

Florence McClure did not stop there.
In the 1980s she turned her energy to
advocating for a women’s prison in Las
Vegas instead of in a rural setting, so
the incarcerated women could be closer
to their children for visitation. She
lobbied for improved programs within
the prisons. Today that facility carries
her name.
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On April 30, 2010, we honor ‘‘Hurri-
cane” Florence McClure for her out-
spoken, courageous, life-changing ad-
vocacy for the rights of victims of rape
and sexual assault. Her efforts have
made Nevada a better, stronger home
for women and children.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

LANCE CORPORAL TYLER GRIFFIN
Mr. DODD. Madam President, I rise

with a heavy heart today to mark the

passing of Marine LCpl Tyler Griffin.

Lance Corporal Griffin was just 19
years old when he died serving our
country in Afghanistan. He was born
and raised in Voluntown, a small,
close-knit community of just 2,600 in
eastern Connecticut that today is
struggling with the loss of one of its
finest young citizens.

He graduated from Griswold High
School, where he played on the football
team, and attended the Voluntown
Baptist Church. Athletic and intel-
ligent, he could have devoted himself
to any career, but chose to serve his
country with great pride.

Neighbors recall him as a community
fixture who always had time for young-
er kids. One says that they always
knew when Tyler was home on leave,
because a Marine Corps flag would fly
proudly at his house. His friends and
neighbors remember him not only for
the example he provided through his
selfless service, but also for his kind
manner and friendly demeanor.

He was the product of a community
that took great pride in their coura-
geous marine. Bill Martin lives next
door to Lance Corporal Griffin’s moth-
er and stepfather. He told the New Lon-
don Day that he would often see Lance
Corporal Griffin running around the
neighborhood, getting in shape for
basic training. ‘“We’d see him out there
on Route 49,” Martin said. ‘‘He’d al-
ways wave.”’

In short, Lance Corporal Griffin was
everything you would raise your son to
be. I join his family, his neighbors in
Voluntown, and all Americans in deep
appreciation for his service and mourn-
ing for his loss.

———

REMEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS AND
SURVIVORS OF TERRORISM

Mr. AKAKA. Madam President, I rise
today in honor of National Day of
Service and Remembrance for Victims
and Survivors of Terrorism. Today
marks the 15th anniversary of the
Oklahoma City bombing, one of the
deadliest acts of domestic terrorism on
American soil. This cowardly act of
terrorism Kkilled 168 people, 19 of them
children. The victims were mothers, fa-
thers, sons, daughters, grandparents,
grandchildren, friends, and coworkers.
Today we pause to reflect on their lives
and accomplishments, and offer our
thoughts and prayers to their families
and loved ones.

The bombing in Oklahoma City was a
direct attack against the dedicated
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men and women of the Federal Civil
Service. The Alfred P. Murrah Federal
Building housed 14 Federal agencies,
and nearly 100 Federal employees lost
their lives that morning.

We must honor their sacrifice by re-
maining steadfast in our commitment
to prevent future attacks on the Fed-
eral government, Federal employees,
and other acts of domestic terror. I am
deeply troubled by recent threats of vi-
olence against government employees.
This February, an attack on Federal
offices threatened the lives of 200 IRS
workers and took the life of Vernon
Hunter, a 20-year Army veteran who
served two tours in Vietnam, a loving
husband, father, grandfather, and men-
tor to coworkers at the IRS. The Okla-
homa City bombing anniversary and
this recent attack serve as stark re-
minders that threats against Federal
employees may pose real dangers. They
remind us of our solemn duty to pro-
tect our public servants.

After the Oklahoma City bombing,
President Bill Clinton directed the De-
partment of Justice to assess the vul-
nerability of Federal office buildings.
Prior to this study, no formal govern-
ment-wide standards existed for Fed-
eral buildings. With the creation of the
Department of Homeland Security, the
responsibility to protect our Federal
facilities was transferred to the Fed-
eral Protective Service, FPS.

FPS is full of dedicated men and
women who work hard to keep our Fed-
eral buildings secure and those of us
who work in them safe. However, crit-
ical reforms are needed to improve
their effectiveness. The Government
Accountability Office has repeatedly
highlighted troubling shortfalls in FPS
training, staffing, contract guard over-
sight, and many other facets of the
Federal building security structure. It
is long past time to address these crit-
ical gaps. We must make sure that all
Federal employees and members of the
public are safe and secure in any Fed-
eral building.

As we remember the victims and sur-
vivors of the Oklahoma City bombing
and other acts of terrorism, let us all
take a moment to reflect upon the
dedication and sacrifices of our Na-
tion’s public servants. These are honor-
able men and women who provide crit-
ical services to the American people,
including policing our streets, ensuring
our food and drugs are safe, caring for
our wounded warriors, and responding
to natural disasters. America’s public
servants deserve our gratitude and re-
spect. I thank them for their dedica-
tion.

———

RESPECTING THE RIGHTS OF
HOSPITAL PATIENTS

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, last
week, the country took another impor-
tant step toward a more just and per-
fect union when President Obama
issued a Presidential Memorandum on
Respecting the Rights of Hospital Pa-
tients to Receive Visitors and to Des-
ignate Surrogate Decision Makers for
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Medical Emergencies. I applaud the
President for this effort to ensure that
every person enjoys the same right to
have their loved ones with them in hos-
pitals and to designate surrogate deci-
sion makers when they are hospital-
ized, often in their time of greatest
need. No one should be forced to face
important medical decisions or spend
their last moments apart from their
loved ones just because the person they
love happens to be of the same sex.

The President has directed the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to issue regulations prohibiting hos-
pitals that participate in Medicare and
Medicaid from denying visitation privi-
leges on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or disability.
The memorandum issued last week also
calls for greater enforcement of exist-
ing regulations that ensure all pa-
tients’ legal representatives have the
right to make informed decisions re-
garding patients’ care.

There is a tragic history of discrimi-
nation in health care, but fortunately,
we are making progress to end it. Hos-
pitals were racially segregated until
the 1960s, when Congress passed legisla-
tion prohibiting that discrimination in
hospitals that are recipients of Federal
funding. The President’s memorandum
is a similarly important step toward
equal treatment. For too long, some
hospital patients have been denied the
basic rights of receiving visitors and
designating surrogate decision makers
without a remedy in Federal law. In
Vermont, many same-sex couples have
sought to be recognized as committed
couples by law to ensure that they and
their families are entitled to these
rights. Those families should not lose
those rights when traveling out of
State.

The fight for equal rights protections
continues in Congress. I am a proud co-
sponsor of the bipartisan Domestic
Partnership Benefits and Obligations
Act of 2009, which would provide do-
mestic partners of Federal employees
all of the protections and benefits af-
forded to spouses of Federal employees,
including participation in applicable
retirement programs, compensation for
work injuries and health insurance
benefits. I also support the Tax Equity
for Health Plan Beneficiaries Act of
2009, which would end the taxation of
health benefits provided to domestic
partners in workplaces that provide do-
mestic partner health benefits to their
employees.

Respecting the rights of all hospital
patients to have their loved ones near
in times of crisis is something every
American should support.

———
AMERICAN-ISRAELI PARTNERSHIP

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I
rise to reflect on the current state of
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process
and the special role the United States
must play in moving these talks for-
ward.
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Peace talks between the Israelis and
Palestinians have been stalled for near-
ly a year. To restart these talks it is
abundantly clear that it will require
great courage amongst the negotiating
parties to negotiate in good faith. Ef-
forts to negotiate a lasting peace in the
region have been interrupted by violent
clashes and mistrust. When it comes to
peace, no one should doubt the sincere
yvearning of the Israeli and Palestinian
people. Their dream of peace will be
best realized when our countries work
together.

Ever since Israel declared independ-
ence in 1948, the United States and
Israel have enjoyed a close friendship.
And our support for Israel remains un-
wavering. For over a half-century
Israel has been a pillar of freedom and
democracy in the Middle East. In the
face of countless threats and chal-
lenges it is this commitment to free-
dom that has kept our relationship
strong. In the past Israel played an in-
tegral role in combating Soviet expan-
sionism in the Middle East during the
Cold War. Today it stands with the
U.S. in confronting Iran in its dan-
gerous pursuit of a nuclear program.

Israel is an important strategic part-
ner of the United States. Our national
interests are linked through our ongo-
ing cooperation in trade, diplomacy,
intelligence, weapons development and
military exercises. Since 1985, the U.S.
has provided nearly $3 billion in grants
to Israel annually. I am confident that
we in Congress will continue to provide
the assistance that befits such long-
standing strategic allies.

While there are moments of disagree-
ment between Israel and the U.S., they
do not affect the mutual interests that
we share in the Middle East. The cause
of freedom unites our vision for a
peaceful future. It is critical that we
continue our longstanding relationship
of trust and cooperation as we meet
the common challenges we face today.
During rare moments of disagreement,
it is best for two allies to resolve them
privately and amicably. We should not
allow our occasional differences to be
exploited by our adversaries.

Restoration of the peace process is a
shared goal because its benefits are
shared. For Israel, a lasting peace
agreement brings assured peace to a
land where peace has for too long been
fleeting. For the U.S., the pursuit of a
mid-east peace deal illustrates Amer-
ica’s commitment to working for peace
and security. Comprehensive peace in
the Middle East is, and should remain,
one of the U.S. highest foreign policy
priorities.

———

RESERVE COMPONENT HEALTH
CARE PROGRAMS

Mr. BURRIS. Madam President, it is
with pride that I bring to the attention
of my colleagues a recent series of pro-
grams conducted in Downing Grove, IL,
relating to medical care for our serv-
icemembers. The programs were spon-
sored by the Dupage Medical Group and
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the Defense Education Forum of the
Reserve Officers Association of the
United States, ROA. They were part of
an ongoing series of six programs held
over the past 2 years by these entities
and related to the Reserve Components
and military medicine.

In November of last year, the topic
was Mental Health Care Programs for
the Reserve Components and their
Families. As we all know, the signa-
ture injuries of the current overseas
wars have been head injuries resulting
in some degree of traumatic brain in-
jury, TBI, and post traumatic stress
syndrome, PTSD. Treatment for our
wounded warriors with these injuries is
paramount and has been correctly
made a priority by the Secretary of De-
fense and Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. The most recent of the programs
was on the lessons in military medicine
from Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iraqi Freedom, which was
conducted on April 9, 2010. It had a dis-
tinguished faculty and featured Dr.
Paul DeFina, chairman of the Inter-
national Brain Research Institute, who
discussed brain trauma and its latest
treatments.

I am especially proud of the efforts of
several of my constituents, notably,
COL Janet Kamer and the doctors of
the DuPage Medical Group, in devel-
oping and hosting these programs to-
gether with the Defense Education
Forum. Colonel Kamer is the command
consultant for psychology to Air Force
Reserve Headquarters and a psycholo-
gist with the DuPage Medical Group.
She is also the president of the Illinois
Department of the Reserve Officers As-
sociation.

MG Robert Kasulke also deserves rec-
ognition for his efforts in cohosting
these programs. He is commander of
the Army Reserve Medical Command
and a vascular surgeon in his civilian
career. RADM Paul Kayye (Retired),
the national president of ROA, has also
played a part in these medical care
programs by introducing the April 9,
2010, program. Other faculty for these
programs that deserve recognition in-
cludes: BG Margaret Wilmoth, Office of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health Affairs; COL Nicole Keesee, dep-
uty surgeon in the Office of the Chief of
the Army Reserve; Sergio Estrada, as-
sistant director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; Adermi
Olodun, of the DOD Employer Partner-
ship Program; and Bob Feidler, the di-
rector of the Defense Education
Forum. Participants of the meetings
included medical providers, local rep-
resentatives of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, other caregivers, medical
and legal, and several of our wounded
warriors.

It is through people such as Dr.
Kamer, the DuPage Medical Group and
the Defense Education Forum of ROA,
and the distinguished faculty of these
programs that the most up-to-date in-
formation is being provided to the
medical community, Reservists and
their families about the various pro-
grams and treatments available to
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