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SEC. 2. EXCEPTIONS TO DISCHARGE.

Section 523(a)(8) of title 11, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘dependents,
for” and all that follows through the end of
subparagraph (B) and inserting ‘‘dependents,
for an educational benefit overpayment or
loan made, insured, or guaranteed by a gov-
ernmental unit or made under any program
funded in whole or in part by a governmental
unit or an obligation to repay funds received
from a governmental unit as an educational
benefit, scholarship, or stipend;”.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  483—CON-
GRATULATING THE REPUBLIC
OF SERBIA’S APPLICATION FOR
EUROPEAN UNION MEMBERSHIP
AND RECOGNIZING SERBIA’S AC-
TIVE EFFORTS TO INTEGRATE
INTO EUROPE AND THE GLOBAL
COMMUNITY

Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. LUGAR, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and
Mr. CARDIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 483

Whereas the United States has been a
strong supporter of the European Union
(EU);

Whereas the year 2010 marks a full decade
of efforts of the Government of Serbia to re-
integrate into Europe and the global commu-
nity;

Whereas, on November 30, 2009, the EU de-
cided that the citizens of ‘“‘Serbia will be able
to travel without visa to the Schengen area’
permitting the greater integration of Serbia
into Europe;

Whereas a democratically elected Govern-
ment of Serbia has committed to resolving
regional disagreements through diplomacy
and the tenets of international law;

Whereas, on April 29, 2008, the EU and Ser-
bia signed a Stabilization and Association
Agreement, which considered ‘‘the EU’s
readiness to integrate Serbia to the fullest
extent into the political and economic main-
stream of Europe and its status as a poten-
tial candidate for EU membership’’;

Whereas, on June 21, 2003, the EU stated in
the Summit Declaration of the EU-Western
Balkans summit at Thessaloniki that ‘‘the
future of the Balkans is within the EU” and
that the countries of the Western Balkans’
“rapprochement with the EU will go hand in
hand with the development of regional co-op-
eration’’;

Whereas the United States Government
has supported the diplomatic efforts of the
Government of Serbia to reintegrate into the
global community, including a visit by Vice
President Joseph Biden in May 2009; and

Whereas the United States Government
has long viewed the EU as a source of sta-
bilization, security, and prosperity for all of
Europe and the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) applauds the people of Serbia for fur-
thering their commitment to democracy,
free markets, tolerance, nondiscrimination,
and the rule of law;

(2) urges the European Council to adopt in
a timely manner a clear position on Serbia’s
qualifications as a candidate country;

(3) welcomes the decision of the democrat-
ically elected Government of Serbia to join
the NATO Partnership for Peace Program in
2006;

(4) recognizes the cooperation of the Gov-
ernment of Serbia with the United States
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Government on issues such as democratiza-
tion, anti-drug trafficking, anti-terrorism,
human rights, regional cooperation, and
trade;

(5) strongly urges the Government of Ser-
bia to intensify efforts to capture and trans-
fer at-large indictees Goran Hadzic and
Ratko Mladic to the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and oth-
erwise to fully cooperate with the Tribunal;
and

(6) encourages the European Union to also
remain actively engaged with all countries
in the Western Balkans regarding their aspi-
rations for European integration.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 484—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 16
THROUGH MAY 22, 2010, AS “NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”’

Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 484

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States;

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States; and

Whereas 2010 marks the 50th anniversary of
‘“‘National Public Works Week’’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 16 through
May 22, 2010, as ‘‘National Public Works
Week’’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and

(3) urges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 485—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2010 AS “FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH”

Mr. AKAKA (for himself and Mr.
ENZI) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:
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S. RES. 485

Whereas according to the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, at least 25.6 percent
of households in the United States, or close
to 30,000,000 households with approximately
60,000,000 adults, are unbanked or under-
banked and, subsequently, have missed op-
portunities for savings, lending, and basic fi-
nancial services;

Whereas according to the 2009 Consumer
Financial Literacy Survey Final Report of
the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling, 41 percent of adults in the United
States, or more than 92,000,000 adults living
in the United States, gave themselves a
grade of C, D, or F on their knowledge of per-
sonal finance;

Whereas according to the National Bank-
ruptcy Research Center, the number of per-
sonal bankruptcy filings reached 1,410,000 in
2009, a 32 percent increase from 2008 and the
highest number since 2005;

Whereas the 2009 Retirement Confidence
Survey conducted by the Employee Benefit
Research Institute found that the percentage
of workers who were ‘‘very confident’ about
having enough money for a comfortable re-
tirement decreased sharply, from 27 percent
in 2007 to 18 percent in 2008 to 13 percent in
2009, the lowest since the question was first
asked in the survey in 1993, and representing
a b0 percent decline in worker confidence
since 2007;

Whereas according to a 2009 ‘‘Flow of
Funds” report by the Federal Reserve,
household debt stood at $13,600,000,000,000;

Whereas according to the Department of
Labor, only 43 percent of people in the
United States have calculated how much
they need to save for retirement;

Whereas according to the 2009 Consumer
Financial Literacy Survey Final Report of
the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling, 26 percent, or more than 58,000,000
adults, admit to not paying all of their bills
on time;

Whereas according to the 2009 Consumer
Financial Literacy Survey Final Report of
the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling, Y5 of adults in the United States, ap-
proximately 72,000,000 adults, report that
they have no savings and only 23 percent of
adults in the United States are now saving
more than they did a year ago because of the
current economic climate;

Whereas according to the 2009 Consumer
Financial Literacy Survey Final Report of
the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling, less than % of adults keep close track
of their spending, and nearly 16,000,000 adults
do not know how much they spend on food,
housing, and entertainment, and do not mon-
itor their overall spending;

Whereas the number of adults keeping
close track of their spending has not im-
proved since 2007;

Whereas according to the sixth Survey of
the States 2009: Economic, Personal Finance,
and Entrepreneurship Education in Our Na-
tion’s Schools, conducted by the Council for
Economic Education, only 21 States require
students to take an economics course as a
high school graduation requirement, and
only 19 States require the testing of student
knowledge in economics;

Whereas according to the sixth Survey of
the States 2009: Economic, Personal Finance,
and Entrepreneurship Education in Our Na-
tion’s Schools, conducted by the Council for
Economic Education, only 13 States require
students to take a personal finance course
either independently or as part of an eco-
nomics course as a high school graduation
requirement;
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Whereas expanding access to the main-
stream financial system will provide individ-
uals with less expensive and more secure op-
tions for managing finances and building
wealth;

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals
are prepared to manage money, credit, and
debt, and to become responsible workers,
heads of households, investors, entre-
preneurs, business leaders, and citizens;

Whereas increased financial literacy em-
powers individuals to make wise financial
decisions and reduces the confusion caused
by an increasingly complex economy;

Whereas a greater understanding of, and
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic
activity and growth;

Whereas, in 2003, Congress found it impor-
tant to coordinate Federal financial literacy
efforts and formulate a national strategy;
and

Whereas, in light of that finding, Congress
passed the Financial Literacy and Education
Improvement Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-159;
117 Stat. 2003) establishing the Financial Lit-
eracy and Education Commission and desig-
nating the Office of Financial Education of
the Department of the Treasury to provide
support for the Commission: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2010 as ‘“‘Financial Lit-
eracy Month” to raise public awareness
about—

(A) the importance of personal financial
education in the United States; and

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and

(2) calls on the Federal Government,
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION  486—SUP-
PORTING THE MISSION AND
GOALS OF THE 2010 NATIONAL
CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK
TO INCREASE PUBLIC AWARE-
NESS OF THE RIGHTS, NEEDS,
AND CONCERNS OF VICTIMS AND
SURVIVORS OF CRIME IN THE
UNITED STATES, NO MATTER
THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OR
CREED OF THE VICTIM, AND TO
COMMEMORATE THE NATIONAL
CRIME VICTIMS’® RIGHTS WEEK
THEME REFERRED TO AS
“CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS: FAIR-
NESS. DIGNITY. RESPECT.”

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
SESSIONS) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 486

Whereas more than 25,000,000 individuals in
the United States are victims of crime each
year, including more than 6,000,000 individ-
uals who are victims of violent crime;

Whereas a just society acknowledges the
impact of crime on individuals, families,
neighborhoods, and communities by ensuring
that rights, resources, and services are avail-
able to help rebuild the lives of the victims;

Whereas, although the United States has
steadily expanded rights, protections, and
services for victims of crime, too many vic-
tims are still not able to realize the hope and
promise of the expanded rights, protections,
and services;
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Whereas, despite impressive accomplish-
ments realized during the past 40 years in
crime victims’ rights and services, there re-
main many challenges to ensuring that all
victims are—

(1) treated with fairness, dignity, and re-
spect;

(2) offered support and services regardless
of whether the victims report the crimes
committed against them to law enforcement;
and

(3) recognized as key participants in the
systems of justice in the United States when
the crimes are reported;

Whereas the systems of justice in the
United States should ensure that services
are available for all victims of crime, includ-
ing victims from underserved communities
of the United States;

Whereas observing the rights of victims
and treating victims with fairness, dignity,
and respect serve the public interest by—

(1) engaging victims in the justice system;

(2) inspiring respect for public authorities;
and

(3) promoting confidence in public safety;

Whereas individuals in the United States
recognize that homes, neighborhoods, and
communities are made safer and stronger by
identifying and meeting the needs of crime
victims and ensuring justice for all;

Whereas treating victims of crime with
fairness, dignity, and respect, as encouraged
and expressed through the 2010 National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week theme referred
to as ‘“‘Crime Victims’ Rights: Fairness. Dig-
nity. Respect.”’—

(1) costs nothing more than taking time to
identify the needs and concerns of victims;
and

(2) requires effective collaboration among
justice systems to meet the needs and con-
cerns of victims; and

Whereas the 2010 National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, which is observed during the
week of April 18 through April 24, 2010, pro-
vides an opportunity for the systems of jus-
tice in the United States to strive to reach
the goal of justice for all by ensuring that
victims are afforded legal rights and pro-
vided with assistance to face the financial,
physical, spiritual, psychological, and social
impact of crime: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the mission and goals of the
2010 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week to
increase public awareness of—

(A) the impact on victims and survivors of
crime; and

(B) the constitutional and statutory rights
and needs of victims and survivors of crime;
and

(2) recognizes that fairness, dignity, and
respect comprise the very foundation of the
manner in which victims and survivors of
crime should be treated.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION  487—HON-
ORING THE COAL MINERS WHO
PERISHED IN THE UPPER BIG
BRANCH MINE-SOUTH IN RA-
LEIGH COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA,
EXTENDING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE
TO THE FAMILIES OF THE FALL-
EN COAL MINERS, AND RECOG-
NIZING THE VALIANT EFFORTS
OF THE EMERGENCY RESPONSE
WORKERS

Mr. BYRD (for himself, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. ENzI, Mr.
REID, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. AKAKA, Mr.
ALEXANDER, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BAU-
cUs, Mr. BAYH, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BEN-
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NET, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURR,
Mr. BURRIS, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CORKER,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DEMINT,
Mr. DobD, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
GREGG, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HATCH, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. KAUFMAN, Mr. KERRY, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KOHL, Mr. KyL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEMIEUX, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LUGAR,
Mr. McCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. NELSON of
Florida, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. SHELBY, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. UpALL of Colorado, Mr. UDALL of
New Mexico, Mr. VITTER, Mr.
VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WEBB, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr.
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-

lution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 487
Whereas coal mining is a time-honored
profession;

Whereas coal miners and the families of
coal miners have shaped the rich history and
culture of the State of West Virginia and the
United States;

Whereas the United States is greatly in-
debted to coal miners for the difficult and
dangerous work performed by coal miners to
provide the fuel necessary to keep the United
States strong and secure;

Whereas the United States has long recog-
nized the importance of health and safety
protections for coal miners laboring in ex-
treme and dangerous conditions;

Whereas accidents in coal mines have re-
peatedly taken the lives of coal miners;

Whereas, following an explosion on April 5,
2010, 29 coal miners from the State of West
Virginia tragically perished in the Upper Big
Branch Mine-South;

Whereas the explosion at the Upper Big
Branch Mine-South was the worst coal min-
ing disaster in the United States during the
40 years prior to the date of the agreement
to this resolution;

Whereas Federal, State, and local rescue
crews worked tirelessly in a courageous res-
cue and recovery effort after the explosion;

Whereas the families of the fallen coal
miners have suffered an immeasurable loss;
and

Whereas residents of Raleigh County and
the State of West Virginia came together to
support the families of the fallen coal min-
ers: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the ultimate sacrifice made
by the 29 coal miners lost at the Upper Big
Branch Mine-South in Raleigh County, West
Virginia;

(2) extends the deepest condolences of the
United States Senate to the families of the
fallen coal miners;

(3) honors the survivors of the tragedy;
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