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Darfur. America must be a moral lead-
er among nations in working to halt
and prevent genocide.

I urge President Obama, Secretary of
State Clinton and U.N. Ambassador
Rice to continue the battle against ig-
norance, intolerance, and instability
that contributes to genocide and to
confront those governments that en-
gage in genocide. America must make
every effort to ensure that those who
commit these horrific crimes face jus-
tice.®

———

GUATEMALA’S NEXT ATTORNEY
GENERAL

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
speak briefly about a matter of urgent
importance for the people of Guate-
mala and for U.S. relations with Guate-
mala.

Later this month, President Colom
will select Guatemala’s next Attorney
General from a slate of six candidates.
This may be among the most impor-
tant decisions he makes this year, at a
time when drug trafficking and other
organized crimes, assassinations of
human rights defenders, and other so-
cial and political activists, corruption,
and impunity threaten the foundation
of Guatemala’s fragile democracy.

In the 3 three months of this year
alone, at least five Guatemalan human
rights defenders, social activists, and
trade unionists have been murdered,
including two members of the Resist-
ance Front for the Defense of Natural
Resources—its president, Evelinda
Ramirez Reyes, and Octavio Roblero.
Also killed were Juan Antonio Chea, a
Mayan indigenous lawyer who worked
with the Human Rights Office of the
Archbishop and the National Repara-
tions Program; Pedro Antonio Garcia
of the Malacatan Municipal Workers
Union; and German Antonio Curup, a
member of a group opposed to the con-
struction of a cement plant in San
Juan Sacatepéquez. Mr. Curup was
murdered in particularly brutal fash-
ion—abducted on February 11, his body
was dumped 2 days later, throat cut
and showing signs of torture. This type
of brutality is not unusual in Guate-
mala, nor is it unusual that no one has
been arrested or punished for those
crimes.

The 1996 Peace Accords were a his-
toric milestone, ending three decades
of civil war when government security
forces and associated death squads and
civil patrols targeted anyone who was
considered subversive. Tens of thou-
sands of rural Mayan villagers, stu-
dents, lawyers, journalists, and other
social and political activists were arbi-
trarily arrested, tortured, and Kkilled.
The URNG rebels were also guilty of
atrocities. Almost no one has been pun-
ished for those crimes.

While the Peace Accords spelled out
commitments by the government and
goals for the country’s future political,
economic, and social development,
progress has been disappointing. Imple-
mentation of many elements of the ac-
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cords has been repeatedly delayed, and
widespread debilitating poverty, impu-
nity, and women’s and indigenous peo-
ples’ rights remain urgent concerns.
These are among the key issues the
Peace Accords were designed to ad-
dress, which were at the root of the
conflict.

In the meantime, in the absence of a
credible or effective justice system,
corruption has flourished and violent
crime has skyrocketed. There has also
been a steady emigration of poor Gua-
temalans seeking jobs in the United
States.

Effectively confronting these prob-
lems requires political will, which has
too often been lacking in Guatemala.
Secretary Clinton expressed the will-
ingness of the United States to stand
with the Guatemalan people during her
visit there on March 5, and I hope the
Guatemalan Government will seize this
opportunity to develop ambitious and
effective strategies to confront these
challenges.

There is no better place to start than
by appointing an Attorney General
who has the integrity, experience,
courage, and determination to show
that justice can be a reality for all the
people of Guatemala regardless of race,
ethnicity, gender, or economic status.

Investigating and prosecuting assas-
sinations of human rights defenders, as
well as some of the most notorious po-
litical crimes, should be a priority. The
United States is helping through our
donations to the International Com-
mission against Impunity in Guate-
mala, CICIG. The CICIG is doing an im-
portant job and should continue, but it
is no substitute for an effective Min-
istry of Justice. We are ready and will-
ing to support an Attorney General
who demonstrates the necessary pro-
fessional qualifications and commit-
ment. But absent those qualifications
and commitment, as chairman of the
State and Foreign Operations Sub-
committee, I would find it difficult to
justify spending more resources on a
fruitless quest for justice reform in
Guatemala.

A related imperative is reforming
Guatemala’s police forces, which are
undertrained, underpaid, under-
equipped, and infected with corruption.
President Colom deserves great credit
for appointing Helen Mack, a widely
respected human rights defender, to de-
velop a plan for police reform, and I
look forward to her recommendations.
An Attorney General whose integrity
matches that of Helen Mack’s would be
a welcome step.

Guatemala has a troubled history
and is facing immense challenges, both
internally and along its borders, as it
is rapidly becoming a favorite haven
for Latin criminal organizations. Yet
as the land of one of the most accom-
plished pre-Colombian civilizations in
this hemisphere whose indigenous de-
scendants enrich present-day Guate-
mala in countless ways, spectacular
tropical forests and towering volca-
noes, it is also a country with great po-
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tential. The United States is prepared
to help tackle these challenges if Gua-
temalan Government officials in key
positions merit our support. I urge
President Colom to use the oppor-
tunity of selecting Guatemala’s next
Attorney General to send that message
clearly.

————

TOURETTE SYNDROME

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I rise
today to raise awareness of a complex
neurological disorder affecting an esti-
mated 200,000 Americans. Tourette
Syndrome, TS, emerges in children, as
young as 5 years old. Symptoms in-
clude ‘‘tics,”” repeated involuntary
noises or movement. Some adults with
TS have learned to control their tics,
or redirect them in other ways.

I have not been knowledgeable on
this subject. However, I recently had
the pleasure of meeting a group of
four—two mothers and two sons—all
dealing in some way with TS. Zach
Pezzillo, a high school junior from
Haiku, Maui, in my State of Hawaii,
was diagnosed with TS at age 7. After
2 years of misdiagnosis, Zach and his
mother, Susannah Christy, were al-
most relieved to learn why Zach con-
stantly sniffed. Zach was fortunate in
that his tics were mild. He has become
a well spoken young man, a gifted pho-
tographer, and a wonderful youth am-
bassador for the National Tourette
Syndrome Association. I am sure much
of his success is due in large part to his
mother Susannah, whose support of her
son’s drive and openness with his afflic-
tion is noteworthy.

I also had the pleasure of meeting
Chris Schuette, a young man who, in
his adulthood, has learned to control
his tics so well that he was able to
serve with AmeriCorps in 2007. His
mother, Cynthia Schuette, heads the
Northern California and Hawaii Chap-
ter of the National Tourette Syndrome
Association, and has been involved in
educating the public about TS since
her son, now 26, was diagnosed with the
disorder nearly 20 years ago.

Not all Americans with TS are as
lucky as Zach and Chris. This is a dis-
order so largely misunderstood that
Zach, after telling a neurologist about
his TS, was challenged by this learned
professional, who told him he must not
have TS because she couldn’t see any
physical manifestations of his disorder.
Such misinformation leads to misdiag-
nosis for children with TS. While the
Centers for Disease Control, through
necessary grant programs, continues
its essential research into the causes of
TS, we must do our part in educating
ourselves and others about this dis-
order.

————

CONGRATULATING BUTLER
UNIVERSITY

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, today I
honor Butler University’s 2010 Men’s
Basketball team for its historic season
which culminated in last week’s NCAA
championship game in Indianapolis.
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Although the Bulldogs narrowly lost
to the Duke University Blue Devils,
2010 was a season for the record books.

This was Butler’s first-trip to the
NCAA ‘“Final Four” and the best per-
formance by a school of Butler’s size in
40 years. Butler entered the champion-
ship game with a 25-game winning
streak, the longest in the Nation.

The championship was especially
meaningful as the team played in Indi-
anapolis, nearby the university’s home
court, the storied Hinkle Fieldhouse.

I particularly want to recognize the
work of Butler’s coach, Brad Stevens.
Under the leadership of this native
Hoosier, the Bulldogs have become a
national power. In his first three sea-
sons, Coach Stevens has won 89
games—a Butler record.

Much of that success can be attrib-
uted to the Bulldogs’ guiding philos-
ophy, the ‘“‘Butler Way’’ which empha-
sizes the importance of working as a
team, both on and off the court.

Dr. Bobby Fong, the university’s
president, and the faculty and adminis-
tration of Butler all deserve credit for
maintaining the right balance between
athletics and academics. Butler has
one of the highest graduation rates of
all the schools in this year’s NCAA
Tournament, and 2 of this year’s 15
Academic All-Americans were players
for the Bulldogs.

Butler’s commitment to both aca-
demic and athletic excellence embodies
the best of college athletics. I am
proud to recognize their winning com-
bination of talent and determination.

The Butler University Bulldogs have
proved once again that an underdog
team from the Hoosier State can cap-
ture America’s heart.

TRIBUTE TO VIRGINIA BEECHER

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I wish to
thank and congratulate Virginia Bee-
cher for her years of service to the peo-
ple and State of New Hampshire. Kathy
and I have known Gini for so long, it is
best not to mention the specific num-
ber of years. She is a friend, confidant,
and someone we greatly admire for her
extraordinary commitment to public
service.

Gini completes her work for New
Hampshire as the director of Motor Ve-
hicles, a position she has held for 15
years. Her leadership of this critical
agency, which affects so many New
Hampshire citizens, has taken it from
the dark ages to a highly computer-
ized, customer-friendly department.
She has focused on providing the citi-
zens of New Hampshire with their li-
censes and car registrations in an effi-
cient and pleasant way. Her commit-
ment has always been to bring the
highest standards and a professional
approach to the department.

This is only one stop in her excep-
tional career of service to New Hamp-
shire. Kathy and I had to convince her
to leave her beloved Department of
Safety for a brief tenure in the Gov-
ernor’s office when I began my term as
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Governor. It was her unique knowledge
of how the State government works
that helped us get up and running ef-
fectively and quickly. After she
straightened out the Governor’s office,
she returned to continue to be the
force that made the Department of
Safety one of the most professional and
well run agencies in the State.

You cannot talk about Gini’s influ-
ence without mentioning her total
commitment to the North Country. It
has always been a part of her being.
Gini has a commonsense, no nonsense
approach that characterizes that part
of our great State.

New Hampshire government will ob-
viously miss Gini’s talent and enthu-
siasm. Kathy and I wish her the best as
she moves on to other challenges. We
are honored that our paths have been
so intertwined over these many years
and that she is our friend.

Thank you, Virginia Beecher, for
your many years of service to the
State of New Hampshire.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

SMALL BUSINESS COMMUNITY
GROWTH

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, one of the
many blessings of being a U.S. Senator
is the opportunity to be exposed to so
many people who strive, work to-
gether, and improve their communities
and our Nation every day.

Despite hardship, America is a place
where Americans face challenges as op-
portunities determined to see that to-
morrow is always better than today.
One powerful example is the partner-
ship that exists in St. Joseph, MO, be-
tween community leaders and the Mis-
souri Western State University. How
pleasing it is to have members of the
forward-leaning St. Joseph Area Cham-
ber of Commerce led by Ted Allison
come to Washington and, as usual,
front and center among the distin-
guished group is the president of the
University, Dr. Robert Vartabedian.

How powerful it is to have Mr. Alli-
son testify before the House Committee
on Small Business, represented by his
Congressman and committee ranking
member, SAM GRAVES, and speak pas-
sionately about the job-producing
power of the small business community
such as exists in St. Joseph, and the
importance of education to support
small business productivity and
growth.

Dr. Vartabedian, and his predecessor,
Dr. James Scanlon, share the view that
the University does not exist in isola-
tion but that the University should un-
derstand and serve the community just
as the community, in this case, the
Chamber of Commerce, and others,
serve the University.

Dr. Scanlon, who retired after 7 years
in June of 2008, was a tireless head of
the school and advocate for the com-
munity. Integrity and intellect served
Dr. Scanlon’s action-oriented approach
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which insisted upon customer-based
performance. He never rested and he
did not allow members of the St. Jo-
seph community to rest either. After
all, the community included future em-
ployers and neighbors of his kids and
Dr. Scanlon was interested in them
having productive and happy lives far
beyond graduation.

Originally a New Yorker, of all
things, one would think Dr. Scanlon al-
ways lived in St. Joseph and intended
never to leave, but his remarkable
footprint continued under the current
leadership and has provided a founda-
tion for continued vision and perform-
ance. ‘“‘Oh happy day!”’ became his
trademark exclamation, and while I
hope it was for Dr. Scanlon, I am cer-
tain that because of him, it has been
for thousands of students and their fac-
ulty and community members.

In a large part thanks to Dr. Scanlon,
and now, Dr. Vartabedian’s leadership,
Western has thrived, becoming a source
of pride for the community, region, and
state.

Western’s statewide mission is ap-
plied learning. Remarkably, about 90
percent of Western students completed
at least one internship, practica, or
faculty-student project by the time
they graduate. In other words, Western
students have classroom and real-world
experience.

Since 2001, the college has become a
university, experienced its fifth
straight year of record enrollments,
doubled its laboratory space for
sciences, undertaken to fill its capac-
ity at the new Science & Technology
Incubator, built up modern math and
science capacity, began a new M.S. pro-
gram in Nursing, became the summer
home of the Kansas City Chiefs, and
has seen the establishment of the Ste-
ven L. Craig School of Business.

According to Missouri Western, the
gift by Mr. Craig that made the new
school possible ‘‘means serious busi-
ness for Western.”

The generosity by Mr. Craig will not
only launch another valuable path for
students to develop value, but rep-
resents a strong endorsement of the
Western program, and the sense of
community in St. Joseph where Craig
was born.

Mr. Craig graduated from nearby Sa-
vannah High School before moving to
California to graduate from the Univer-
sity of Southern California. He founded
the Craig Realty Group, a Newport
Beach, CA, company that owns and
manages 13 upscale factory outlet cen-
ters in 6 states.

The gift of $56.5 million was one of the
very largest in the Nation and the larg-
est individual gift to the university’s
foundation. In addition to being the
largest individual gift to the univer-
sity, these funds will directly enhance
St. Joseph, MO, the Midwest region,
and will be used to develop tomorrow’s
business leaders who should follow not
only Mr. Craig’s business model, but
his model of selfless philanthropy as
well.
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