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My thoughts and prayers are with all
those whose lives have been touched by
this terrible tragedy—those who have
died, those who have been injured, and
those who cannot yet get in touch with
their loved ones.

I know my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle will join me in pledging
steadfast support for the people of
Haiti in this time of crisis.

Haiti is one of the poorest nations on
Earth, so this earthquake only com-
pounds the challenges its people con-
tinue to face every day.

There are shocking disparities be-
tween Haiti and all other nations with-
in the Western Hemisphere, and this
tragedy has only widened the gap and
exposed these disparities for all to see.

That is why it is especially grati-
fying that, in the wake of great calam-
ity, America has answered the call
again.

I commend President Obama for his
focused and timely humanitarian re-
sponse to this situation, and I applaud
the excellent work of the volunteers,
rescue workers, and military personnel
who have rushed to provide aid.

They continue to save lives and pro-
vide care to those in need.

And I will work with my colleagues
here in the Senate and with the admin-
istration to make sure these people
have the tools and resources they need
to be a part of the recovery.

Americans have already made a dif-
ference in the lives of many Haitians.

But we can and should do more.

The humanitarian crisis in Haiti is
growing more desperate by the hour. In
spite of the best efforts of relief work-
ers, aid is not arriving fast enough, and
thousands of lives hang in the balance.

That is why the American people
have already responded in record num-
bers to requests for help.

They realize that, in many ways, the
Haitian people are no different than
ourselves.

And while they are not our country-
men, they are our neighbors in the
world community, and today they re-
quire our assistance.

The American people have shown an
extraordinary capacity for generosity.
Donations and volunteers continue to
stream into the disaster area. Here in
Washington, we must do everything we
can to encourage people to keep giving,
and to make sure we can get supplies
and assistance to those who need it
most.

We must pledge ourselves to this hu-
manitarian cause—to the belief that, in
the aftermath of great tragedy, we can
help restore hope to the beleaguered
people.

Out of rubble, and chaos, and pain,
we can help the people of Haiti begin to
rebuild their lives and their country.

We can play a constructive part in
the rebirth of this island nation, to
help them chart a new course as they
emerge from these trials and hopefully
relegate the days of poverty to the
past.

I ask my colleagues in this great
body to join me in this pledge, and to
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join the millions of Americans who
have already rallied to this cause. Both
individually and as a nation, we can
make a difference.

In this situation, we must make a
difference because some of our brothers
and sisters in that country are in dire
need of our assistance and help for
which we have responded very aggres-
sively and very favorably to help them.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BURRIS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the period of
morning business be extended until
3:45, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each, with the
time equally divided between the two
leaders or their designees.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. BURRIS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that time under the quorum call
be equally divided.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. BURRIS. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MERKLEY). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———
HAITIAN CHILDREN

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to call atten-
tion to the ongoing humanitarian cri-
sis in Haiti and to the plight of the
many Haitian children who have been
adopted by American families and are
still waiting to be brought from the
disaster to loving homes, to families
who are waiting to welcome them.
Many have been waiting for a year, 2
yvears. Many of the families in my
State have actually gone to Haiti, and
they have met these children.

In the days immediately following
the earthquake, the United States, the
United Nations, other nations, and or-
ganizations have moved swiftly to pro-
vide food and water, medicine and
clothing, as well as international aid
workers to assist in these disaster
areas. The people of this country, the
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people all over the world, have been ex-
traordinarily generous. Currently,
thousands of American civilians, as
well as members of our Federal agen-
cies and Armed Forces, are in Haiti
lending their hands to help the Haitian
people.

Unfortunately, though the TUnited
States is doing much to save lives in
Haiti, lives continue to be lost. And un-
fortunately, some of the most helpless
of Haiti’s people—its children—are
among those in most need of our help.
I am focusing on this issue, this small
but important piece of our aid relief,
because I have had so many families
come to me from my State who are
clutching photos of children they are
waiting to bring home.

Minnesota has one of the highest
rates of international adoptions in the
country. Part of that is because we
have had a strong tradition of aid, of
bringing people from Somalia, the
Hmong community, to our State. We
have also had a strong tradition of
reaching out for decades and adopting
children from other countries.

Many of the families I met with over
the weekend have been able to confirm
that their children are safe, and for
that they are so grateful. But they
have also heard reports of orphanages
that are not in the best shape—not
enough food, not enough water. They
know these children because so many
of them have seen them before. They
knew even before this in the poorest
country in the Western Hemisphere
that these children were not always
getting adequate diets.

On January 15, I wrote to Secretaries
Clinton and Napolitano, urging them
to use their authority under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to grant
humanitarian parole to all U.S. fami-
lies applying for entry to the United
States on behalf of their prospective
children during this period of emer-
gency. I also spoke with Secretary
Clinton. She was amazingly generous
with her time, and sympathetic and
working on this issue.

I am thankful that on Monday, Janu-
ary 18, Secretary Napolitano an-
nounced her authorization of the use of
humanitarian parole for orphans who
are eligible for adoption in the United
States. Humanitarian parole is typi-
cally used sparingly in cases of compel-
ling emergency. But as I noted in my
letter, the magnitude of this disaster
clearly warrants broader application of
this policy.

There are details, and the details are
important. How are these kids going to
get to the United States so the paper-
work can be processed? There has been
talk of a safe haven set up, but we have
not seen that happen. Meanwhile, our
families in Minnesota are getting more
desperate as they hear about the sec-
ond quake today, as they hear about
the problems from the people who are
running the orphanages.

This is what I am talking about.
Betsy Sathers, a Minnesota resident,
was widowed when her husband of 10
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months was Kkilled in the tragic I-35W
Minneapolis bridge collapse on his way
home from work. They talked about
having children. So Betsy Sathers de-
cided to adopt some children. She
signed up to adopt kids in Haiti. She
recently returned from celebrating
their second birthday—twins. That is
who I am talking about when I talk
about someone who is awaiting the ar-
rival of these children in her home.

This is another family—I have their
picture here—I met over the weekend.
Ginger and Dale Reynolds are adopting
two kids, Roselene and Rodeley. They
were in the final stages and hoping to
bring their kids home. They were told
they were in the next batch of adop-
tions when they last visited before the
earthquake hit.

What is striking about this family is
that Ginger still signs all of her e-
mails with blessings, and they are still
incredibly positive despite having their
kids in this orphanage. They are also
stressing how they want us to help all
families, not just theirs. When I met
with them, another family was there
who was not quite as far along in the
process. They spent most of their time
talking about how this other family
should be helped as well.

Finally, Dawn and Lee Sheldon—I
have their photo as well. This is when
they were in Haiti. These are the two
children they want to adopt who are
not with them yet. They are adopting
two children. The conditions have been
very bad for the particular orphanage
where their two Kkids have been stay-
ing. This family has been glued to
CNN, which has filmed at the orphan-
age, looking to see these children’s
faces.

While we talk legalities, understand-
ably, orphans in Haiti are continuing
to suffer from lack of water, lack of
food, lack of shelter. Many orphanages
have been partially or entirely de-
stroyed in the shocks from this quake.
In others, the bodies of deceased per-
sonnel still lie near the children, for
aid agencies are unable to take away
all of the dead.

The hardship and the horror that
these orphans face is extreme, and we
must act now to bring them out from
the unsanitary and potentially trauma-
tizing situation in which they find
themselves.

I am grateful for the quick work of
Secretary Napolitano and Secretary
Clinton. They are on the scene. They
are doing the work. But we have to do
everything we can to bring these chil-
dren home. These orphanages, the ones
that have not been damaged and are
still functioning, need the beds, sadly,
for other children. These children have
homes to go home to—homes that are
welcoming them, homes that consider
them their children.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BURRIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

INCREASING THE STATUTORY
LIMIT ON THE PUBLIC DEBT

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
consent to execute the order of Decem-
ber 22, 2009, with respect to H.J. Res.
45.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, the Com-
mittee on Finance is discharged of H.J.
Res. 45 and the Senate will proceed to
the consideration of the joint resolu-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 45) increasing
the statutory limit on the public debt.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana is recognized.

AMENDMENT NO. 3299

Mr. BAUCUS. Pursuant to the pre-
vious order, on behalf of the majority
leader, I have a substitute amendment
at the desk which I now call up.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Montana [Mr. BAUCUS],
for Mr. REID, proposes an amendment, num-
bered 3299.

Mr. BAUCUS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that further reading be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: ‘““That subsection (b) of
section 3101 of title 31, United States Code, is
amended by striking out the dollar limita-
tion contained in such subsection and insert-
ing in lieu thereof $14,294,000,000,000."’.

AMENDMENT NO. 3300 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3299

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, pursu-
ant to the previous order, I send an
amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Montana [Mr. BAUCUS]
proposes an amendment numbered 3300 to
amendment No. 3299.

Mr. BAUCUS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To protect Social Security)

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

( )(a) LIMITATION ON CHANGES TO THE SO-
CIAL SECURITY AcCT.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, it shall not be in
order in the Senate or the House of Rep-
resentatives to consider any bill or resolu-
tion pursuant to any expedited procedure to
consider the recommendations of a Task
Force for Responsible Fiscal Action or other
commission that contains recommendations
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with respect to the old-age, survivors, and
disability insurance program established
under title II of the Social Security Act.

(b) WAIVER.—This section may be waived
or suspended in the Senate only by the af-
firmative vote of three-fifths of the Mem-
bers, duly chosen and sworn.

(c) APPEALS.—An affirmative vote of three-
fifths of the Members of the Senate, duly
chosen and sworn, shall be required in the
Senate to sustain an appeal of the ruling of
the Chair on a point of order raised under
this section.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, Ralph
Waldo Emerson enjoined:

Pay every debt as if God wrote the
bill.

Today, we will debate whether the
United States continues to pay its
bills. We will debate whether the
United States will continue to pay the
interest it owes on the money it has
borrowed.

The spending laws that created the
current national debt are behind us.
The only question that remains is
whether the government will honor its
obligation to pay the bill. We have
gone to the restaurant, we have eaten
the meal, the waiter has delivered the
check, and now the only question is
whether we will pay the check. To
state the question is to answer it: We
simply must do so. We must pay the
check for the bill, for the restaurant,
for the meal we have eaten.

The legislation before us would in-
crease the limit on the amount of
money the U.S. Treasury can borrow. If
Congress does not enact this legisla-
tion, and soon, then the Treasury
would default on its debt for the first
time in history. If Congress does not
enact this legislation, then the govern-
ment would fail to pay the benefits to
a portion of Social Security recipients,
the Government would fail to pay bene-
fits to a portion of the beneficiaries of
all other Federal programs. That plain-
ly would be unacceptable, and plainly
we must enact this legislation.

When the Federal budget runs a def-
icit, the U.S. Treasury must borrow
money to make up the difference. In
language around here, we call it the
shortfall. That shortfall results from
laws enacted in the past that spent
money and cut taxes. If we want to
avoid the need to borrow, then Con-
gress and the President must enact
laws that will cause the Federal Gov-
ernment to spend less money or raise
more revenue in the future. Simply
preventing the Treasury from bor-
rowing more money is not the solution.

If Congress does not allow the Treas-
ury to borrow more money, then the
Treasury will not have the money to
pay its bills. The Treasury has no legal
authority to prioritize spending and
pay only the most important bills.
They do not have that authority. If the
bills are due, they are due. The Treas-
ury does not even have a way to deter-
mine which are the most important
bills. If the debt ceiling is not raised,
the Treasury would have to pay bills
on a first-come, first-served basis.
Some of these bills would be interest
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