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It seems to me we have two issues we
have to address. No. 1, how do we cre-
ate the jobs this country desperately
needs? How do we protect the most vul-
nerable people? And simultaneously,
how do we address the deficit crisis and
our national debt?

I suggest now is the time to rethink
the priorities that have existed for a
number of years. Now is the time to
ask the wealthiest people to start pay-
ing their fair share of taxes. Now is the
time to take a hard look at all of our
Federal agencies for waste and fraud
and abuse but also including the mili-
tary.

The issue is not whether we deal with
the national debt and our deficit. The
question is, how we do it, and how we
do it in a way that protects the middle
class and some of the most vulnerable
people in society.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. I thank the Senator
from Vermont and those who are gath-
ered this evening. This was such an im-
portant day. Some in this Chamber
may have heard some cheering in the
hall. I believe that signifies that the
House of Representatives has finally
passed the reconciliation bill which
passed this Chamber earlier this after-
noon. Now health care reform, with its
improvements, is on its way to being
signed by the President and becoming
the law of the land. It is a day of great
celebration for those of us who had the
privilege and honor to vote for it but to
participate as well in the difficult task
of putting this bill together—a con-
troversial bill; lots of people hate it;
lots of people love it across America.
Many of us believe it is an extraor-
dinary improvement. It is progress in
America. It will give families across
America a fighting chance to get
health insurance they can afford, to be
able to fight the health insurance com-
panies that turn them down when they
need it the most.

Thirty million Americans will have
health insurance who don’t have it
today. It is going to give seniors on
Medicare better assistance to pay for
their prescription drugs. It is a plus in
many directions.

We left the euphoria and happiness of
that moment on the floor, when they
announced the vote of 56 to 43, and
within minutes, we were told there is
another battle. This time the Repub-
licans have come to the floor and re-
fused to extend unemployment benefits
to those unemployed in America. The
date that occurs is April 5. In State
after State, hundreds and then thou-
sands of people will see their unem-
ployment checks stop. These are people
who lost a job and they can’t find one.
We estimate there are five unemployed
people for every available job. I have
met with the unemployed in my State.
They are desperate. They have tried ev-
erything they could think of. We think
our economy is starting to turn but not
quickly enough for them. Out of work
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for weeks, months, sometimes years,
they have exhausted their savings.
They are living literally hand to
mouth. Some have lost their health in-
surance. The only thing that Kkeeps
them going, that keeps the lights on
and the food on the table, is the unem-
ployment check.

The Republicans came to the floor
today and said: Cut it off. They said
cut it off, because they believe this is
the moment and this is the issue to
take a stand against the national def-
icit.

Do we have a national debt that
should concern us all? Of course. The
deficit we have is growing because of
the recession, unemployment, fewer
tax revenues by the government, and
we understand that. Should we deal
with it? Of course. But it is interesting
that these Republicans would take
their stand on fiscal conservatism and
deficit reduction when it comes to un-
employment benefits.

Twenty-four hours ago, Senator
GREGG of New Hampshire, a Repub-
lican, floor manager for their side, of-
fered an amendment on the floor to the
reconciliation bill to pay for the com-
pensation of doctors treating patients
under Medicare. It added $65 billion to
the deficit, and it was not paid for.
Every Republican voted for it. I think
it is a good thing to do. It is a policy
we should support, because we want
doctors to treat Medicare patients. But
how can these same Republican Sen-
ators ignore the fact that they voted to
do so last night and then come here to-
night and say: Unemployment benefits
for a month in America? That will cost
$9 billion. It is time to take a stand
against the deficit. Sixty-five billion
last night, these same Senators voted
to add to the deficit; $9 billion for the
unemployed today, they say, is the
straw that broke the camel’s back.

This is unfair and unfortunate. Here
is what we know. Every dollar in an
unemployment compensation check
that goes to an unemployed person is
spent directly into the economy. The
CBO says there is no faster and better
way to inject billions of dollars into
the economy that translates into the
purchase of goods and services, helping
small businesses and creating jobs. For
the question of economic development,
unemployment compensation is the
most valuable thing to do. What hap-
pens to these poor people when we cut
off their unemployment compensation?
I am not sure where they will go.

Bill from Illinois writes: I have been
unemployed as a steel salesman since
June of 2009. I am sitting in the
Naperville library, as I do every day,
applying for jobs on line. And still no
luck. I will be ruined financially if you
stop my unemployment Dbenefits.
Please extend them.

Elliot from Illinois writes: As a cit-
izen of the United States and a U.S.
Navy veteran, I cannot believe the Sen-
ate would let unemployment funding
stop for the millions of people strug-
gling to make ends meet. Just one un-
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employment check not processing will
hurt thousands of people and, with the
lack of life-supporting employment,
will push a bunch of folks closer to the
edge of foreclosure and other losses.

I acknowledge this deficit and this
debt and what we need to do about it.
This issue is a defining issue for this
Congress and this Nation. If we have
reached the point that we will turn
around and walk away from those who
have lost their jobs through no fault of
their own, if we will turn a blind eye to
families who are doing without the ba-
sics of life, if we believe this is the best
fiscal policy for America, then we have
lost our way. We are a caring nation.
We care for one another. We are a com-
munity, a community that reaches out,
through the taxes we pay and the good
deeds that many do, to help the less
fortunate. Yet when it comes to unem-
ployment benefits, the Republican Sen-
ators have said: This is where we make
our stand. This is where we enforce our
deficit.

Well, I think they have taken off and
created more victims in our economy
at a time when so many have lost their
jobs.

I looked at the States represented by
the Republican Senators who spoke
earlier today. The Senator from Ne-
braska is fortunate in one respect. His
State has an unemployment rate of 4.6
percent. The Senator from Oklahoma,
he, too, is fortunate. His State has an
unemployment rate of 6.7 percent. My
State is up at 12 percent unemploy-
ment, and others such as Michigan are
over 14 percent unemployment.

This is a crisis in our State, and it is
a crisis that will be made worse when
these checks are cut off. I would urge
my colleagues to view this unemploy-
ment benefit request as the emergency
that it is. If nations can rise to the oc-
casion of disasters—unanticipated ca-
lamities, natural disasters such as
floods and hurricanes—if we can view
those as emergencies, shouldn’t we
look at the hurricanes that have hit
the lives of those unemployed Ameri-
cans and be ready to stand by their
side?

I hope when we return after the
break over Easter and have our chance
to vote, we can finally bring forward
enough moderate Republicans on that
side of the aisle to join us and say: Yes,
we need to fight the deficit, but let’s
not do it at the expense of the neediest
people in America.

Madam President, I yield the floor at
this time and suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

COAL MINING PERMITTING
PROCESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I rise to sound an alarm about a threat
to coal-mining businesses in Kentucky.
Coal is a vital part of my State’s econ-
omy, and a vital part of America’s en-
ergy portfolio. The coal industry cre-
ates over 60,000 jobs in Kentucky, in-
cluding approximately 15,000 coal min-
ers. More than half the country’s elec-
tricity is generated by coal, electricity
those workers help generate.

But this important sector of the
economy now faces a back-door at-
tempt to restrict coal mining, one that
was implemented without a hearing or
a vote by this administration’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. The
EPA is overstepping its authority by
using an approval process meant to as-
sess the environmental impact of min-
ing operations as a means to halt those
mining operations altogether.

According to one study by the Senate
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee, it could be estimated that
roughly 3,500 mining jobs in Kentucky
are in jeopardy if the EPA does not let
go its stranglehold on the growth of
that industry. And mining industry
jobs are not the only jobs lost thanks
to this wrongheaded, bureaucratic
overregulation. For every coal-mining
job, 11 other jobs are dependent on it.
That means up to 38,500 jobs in my
State alone could be affected.

Let me give a concrete example of
how what the EPA is doing directly af-
fects jobs. Out of 49 Kentucky appli-
cants for permits under section 404 of
the Clean Water Act, only one applica-
tion—that is right, one—is actually
under review. 1 out of 49. Actually, that
should be 1 out of 42 because seven ap-
plicants were kept waiting so long by
the EPA’s foot-dragging tactic that
they had no choice but to withdraw
their applications.

After all, during this whole length of
time that the EPA unfairly prolongs
the process, mine operators must still
spend resources to keep their mines
ready to operate. Eventually paying
these costs while earning no profit in
return forces many of these businesses
to just give up.

While the rest of the permits are
technically pending a review, in reality
they are in limbo and essentially dead
as long as the EPA refuses to even
begin its official review process. This
“run out the clock’ tactic is bad news
for Kentucky’s economy.

I know I don’t have to tell my col-
leagues we are in a recession. Unem-
ployment is higher than any of us
would like it to be. In Kentucky it is
10.5 percent, higher than the national
average. My highest priority as the
Senator from Kentucky is to help ev-
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eryone from my State who wants a job
to find one.

That is why I must speak out against
what the EPA is doing. Their attack on
an important Kentucky industry ham-
pers the growth of jobs, and it espe-
cially hampers the growth of small
businesses—the greatest engines of job
creation.

The EPA has turned the section 404
permitting process, already a cum-
bersome process to begin with, into an
illegitimate, backdoor means of shut-
ting down Kentucky coal mines. This is
outside the scope of their authority
and the law. It represents a funda-
mental departure from the permitting
process as originally envisioned by
Congress.

This Senate needs to make it clear to
the EPA that they must complete the
permit review process in a timely man-
ner, and provide complete transparency
along the way to all sides. They cannot
continue to impose a backdoor ban on
mining operations in Kentucky
through an illegitimate process.

Let me add one more thing. The sec-
tion 404 permit review process is only
one aspect of the EPA’s war on coal.
They are also seeking to impose a
backdoor national energy tax by regu-
lating carbon dioxide emissions from
coal plants under the Clean Air Act,
which will hurt our economy and en-
danger millions of jobs across the coun-
try. The Senate will have an oppor-
tunity to vote on the EPA’s actions in
that regard in the near future.

———
MINIMUM ESSENTIAL COVERAGE

Mr. AKAKA. Madam President, as
chairman of the Senate Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, concerns have been
raised to me about a technical error in
the health care reform bill that was re-
cently passed, the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act, H.R. 3590. In
drafting the PPACA, a provision was
included which designates health care
provided under VA’s authority as meet-
ing the minimum required health care
coverage that an individual is required
to maintain.

However, due to the way this exemp-
tion was worded, this definition may
exclude children with spina bifida, who
are seriously disabled and to whom VA
provides reimbursement for com-
prehensive health care. The underlying
bill gave authority to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to des-
ignate other care, which could include
the VA spina bifida program, as meet-
ing the definition of minimum essen-
tial coverage. This bill would simply
clarify what was originally intended.

Chapter 18 of title 38 contains the
Spina Bifida Health Care Program,
whichis a health benefit program ad-
ministered by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide reimbursement
for comprehensive health care for chil-
dren with spina bifida who are born to
veterans of the Vietnam War and to
some veterans who served in Korea
during specified times, as well as chil-
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dren of women Vietnam veterans with
certain birth defects. The program pro-
vides reimbursement for medical serv-
ices and supplies.

My legislation corrects this small
error. Additionally, this legislation
would clarify that recipients of
CHAMPVA would also be considered as
meeting the requirement for minimum
essential coverage. This legislation is
currently supported by 59 cosponsors,
including my friend from North Caro-
lina, and the ranking member on my
Committee, Senator BURR. Addition-
ally, the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Disabled American Veterans, and the
Military Officers Association of Amer-
ica have endorsed this bill.

Thank you, Madam President and I
thank my colleagues for their support
in making this small but important
clarification for veterans.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

CHIEF SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR ADAM LEE
BROWN

Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President,
today I honor Chief Special Warfare
Operator Adam Lee Brown, 36, a Navy
SEAL from Hot Springs who died in Af-
ghanistan March 18. My heart goes out
to the family of Chief Special Warfare
Operator Brown, who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on behalf of our Nation.
According to those who knew him best,
he was a caring, compassionate indi-
vidual, who always put others ahead of
himself. He was in his eighth tour of
duty in Afghanistan and is survived by
his wife, two young children, and his
parents.

Along with all Arkansans, I am
grateful for the service and sacrifice of
all of our military service members
and their families. More than 11,000 Ar-
kansans on Active Duty and more than
10,000 Arkansas Reservists have served
in Iraq or Afghanistan since September
11, 2001.

It is the responsibility of our Nation
to provide the tools necessary to care
for our country’s returning service
members and honor the commitment
our Nation made when we sent them
into harm’s way. Our grateful Nation
will not forget them when their mili-
tary service is complete. It is the least
we can do for those whom we owe soO
much.

CALIFORNIA CASUALTIES FROM IRAQ AND
AFGHANISTAN

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to 14 service-
members from California or based in
California who have died while serving
our country in Operation Enduring
Freedom since December 16, 2009. This
brings to 147 the number of service-
members either from California or
based in California who have been
killed while serving our country in Af-
ghanistan. This represents 14 percent
of all U.S. deaths in Afghanistan.

PFC Serge Kropov, 21, of Hawley, PA,
died December 20, 2009, as a result of a
nonhostile incident in Helmand prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Private First Class
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