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SEC. 302. EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE FOR COBRA
BENEFITS.

Subsection (a)(3)(A) of section 3001 of divi-
sion B of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5), as
amended by section 3(a) of the Temporary
Extension Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-144), is
amended by striking ‘‘March 31, 2010’ and in-
serting ‘‘April 30, 2010”".

SEC. 303. INCREASE IN THE MEDICARE PHYSI-
CIAN PAYMENT UPDATE.

Paragraph (10) of section 1848(d) of the So-
cial Security Act, as added by section 1011(a)
of the Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-118) and as amend-
ed by section 5 of the Temporary Extension
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-144), is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking
“March 31, 2010 and inserting ‘‘April 30,
2010"’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘April
1, 2010’ and inserting ‘“May 1, 2010”’.

SEC. 304. EHR CLARIFICATION.

(a) QUALIFICATION FOR CLINIC-BASED PHYSI-
CIANS.—

(1) MEDICARE.—Section 1848(0)(1)(C)(ii) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-—
4(0)(1)(C)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘setting
(whether inpatient or outpatient)” and in-
serting ‘‘inpatient or emergency room set-
ting”’.

(2) MEDICAID.—Section 1903(t)(3)(D) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(t)(3)(D))
is amended by striking ‘‘setting (whether in-
patient or outpatient)’ and inserting ‘‘inpa-
tient or emergency room setting”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall be effective as if
included in the enactment of the HITECH
Act (included in the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5)).

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services may implement
the amendments made by this section by
program instruction or otherwise.

SEC. 305. ELIMINATION OF A SWEETHEART DEAL
THAT INCREASES MEDICARE REIM-
BURSEMENT JUST FOR FRONTIER
STATES.

Effective as if included in the enactment of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, section 10324 of such Act (and the
amendments made by such section) is re-
pealed.

SEC. 306. EXTENSION OF USE OF 2009 POVERTY
GUIDELINES.

Section 1012 of the Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-
118), as amended by section 7 of the Tem-
porary Extension Act of 2010 (Public Law
111-144), is amended by striking ‘‘March 31,
2010’ and inserting ‘‘April 30, 2010".

SEC. 307. EXTENSION OF NATIONAL FLOOD IN-
SURANCE PROGRAM.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 129 of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Resolution, 2010
(Public Law 111-68), as amended by section 8
of Public Law 111-144, is amended by striking
“by substituting”” and all that follows
through the period at the end and inserting
“by substituting April 30, 2010, for the date
specified in each such section.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall be considered to
have taken effect on February 28, 2010.

SEC. 308. SATELLITE TELEVISION EXTENSION.

(a) AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 119 OF TITLE
17, UNITED STATES CODE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 119 of title 17,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (c)(1)(E), by striking
“March 28, 2010 and inserting ‘‘April 30,
2010’; and

(B) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘March
28, 2010’ and inserting ‘‘April 30, 2010”°.
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(2) TERMINATION OF LICENSE.—Section
1003(2)(2)(A) of Public Law 111-118 is amended
by striking ‘‘March 28, 2010’°, and inserting
““April 30, 2010°.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO COMMUNICATIONS ACT
OF 1934.—Section 325(b) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 325(b)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking ‘‘March
28, 2010”’ and inserting ‘‘April 30, 2010"’; and

(2) in paragraph (3)(C), by striking ‘‘March
29, 2010’ each place it appears in clauses (ii)
and (iii) and inserting ‘‘May 1, 2010”°.

SEC. 309. COMPENSATION AND RATIFICATION OF
AUTHORITY RELATED TO LAPSE IN
HIGHWAY PROGRAMS.

(a) COMPENSATION FOR FEDERAL EMPLOY-
EES.—Any Federal employees furloughed as a
result of the lapse in expenditure authority
from the Highway Trust Fund after 11:59
p.m. on February 28, 2010, through March 2,
2010, shall be compensated for the period of
that lapse at their standard rates of com-
pensation, as determined under policies es-
tablished by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation.

(b) RATIFICATION OF ESSENTIAL ACTIONS.—
All actions taken by Federal employees, con-
tractors, and grantees for the purposes of
maintaining the essential level of Govern-
ment operations, services, and activities to
protect life and property and to bring about
orderly termination of Government func-
tions during the lapse in expenditure author-
ity from the Highway Trust Fund after 11:59
p.m. on February 28, 2010, through March 2,
2010, are hereby ratified and approved if oth-
erwise in accord with the provisions of the
Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2010
(division B of Public Law 111-68).

(c) FUNDING.—Funds used by the Secretary
to compensate employees described in sub-
section (a) shall be derived from funds pre-
viously authorized out of the Highway Trust
Fund and made available or limited to the
Department of Transportation by the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2010 (Public
Law 111-117) and shall be subject to the obli-
gation limitations established in such Act.

(d) EXPENDITURES FROM HIGHWAY TRUST
FUND.—To permit expenditures from the
Highway Trust Fund to effectuate the pur-
poses of this section, this section shall be
deemed to be a section of the Continuing Ap-
propriations Resolution, 2010 (division B of
Public Law 111-68), as in effect on the date of
the enactment of the last amendment to
such Resolution.

SEC. 310. USE OF STIMULUS FUNDS TO OFFSET
SPENDING.

The unobligated balance of each amount
appropriated or made available under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (Public Law 111-5) (other than under
title X of division A of such Act) is rescinded
pro rata such that the aggregate amount of
such rescissions equals $9,200,000,000 in order
to offset the net increase in spending result-
ing from the provisions of, and amendments
made by, sections 2 through 10. The Director
of the Office of Management and Budget
shall report to each congressional committee
the amounts so rescinded within the jurisdic-
tion of such committee.

SEC. 311. ELIMINATION OF ADVANCE
REFUNDABILITY OF EARNED IN-
COME CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3507, subsection
(g) of section 32, and paragraph (7) of section
6051(a) are repealed.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 6012(a) is amended by striking
paragraph (8) and by redesignating para-
graph (9) as paragraph (8).

(2) Section 6302 is amended by striking sub-
section (i).

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The repeals and
amendments made by this section shall
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apply to taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2010.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 24, 2010, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee
on Personnel of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 24, 2010, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Nassim
Zecavati and Jason Ackleson, who are
fellows in my office, be granted the
privilege of the floor during the pend-
ency of H.R. 4872, the health care rec-
onciliation bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Brittney
Balduf of my staff be granted floor
privileges for the duration of the de-
bate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that a fellow in my
office, Avni Shridharani, be granted
floor privileges for the remainder of
the Senate’s consideration of H.R. 4872.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
25, 2010

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business, it ad-
journ until 9:45 a.m. today, Thursday,
March 25; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate resume con-
sideration of H.R. 4872, as provided for
under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
PROGRAM

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
Senators should expect a series of roll-
call votes in relation to amendments
and motions to the reconciliation bill
at approximately 9:45 a.m.
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Under the agreement reached to-
night, we expect to complete action on
the bill around 2 o’clock tomorrow.
There are other matters that need to
be considered during tomorrow’s ses-
sion. Therefore, Senators should be
prepared for additional votes upon dis-
position of the bill.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:45 A.M.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it adjourn under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 2:56 a.m., adjourned until Thursday,
March 25, 2010, at 9:45 a.m.
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NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CARL WIEMAN, OF COLORADO, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE DI-
RECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
POLICY, VICE SHARON LYNN HAYS, RESIGNED.

CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION
BOARD

RAFAEL MOURE-ERASO, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE
CHAIRPERSON OF THE CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD
INVESTIGATION BOARD FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS,
VICE JOHN S. BRESLAND, RESIGNED.

RAFAEL MOURE-ERASO, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD IN-
VESTIGATION BOARD FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS, VICE
GARY LEE VISSCHER, TERM EXPIRED.

MARK A. GRIFFON, OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVES-
TIGATION BOARD FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS, VICE
CAROLYN W. MERRITT, TERM EXPIRED.
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ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

ROBERT M. ORR, OF FLORIDA, TO BE UNITED STATES
DIRECTOR OF THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, WITH
THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR, VICE CURTIS S. CHIN.

———

DISCHARGED NOMINATION

The Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs was
discharged from further consideration
of the following nomination under the
authority of the order of the Senate of
01/07/2009 and the nomination was
placed on the Executive Calendar:

*ARTHUR ALLEN ELKINS, JR., OF MARYLAND, TO BE IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY.

*Nominee has committed to respond
to requests to appear and testify before
any duly constituted committee of the
Senate.
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