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Nowruz, expressing appreciation to Iranian-
Americans for their contributions to society,
and wishing Iranian-Americans and the peo-
ple of Iran a prosperous new year; considered
and agreed to.
By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BENNETT,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
COCHRAN,  Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
LEMIEUX, Mr. RISCH, Mr. INOUYE, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. DODD, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. LUGAR,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
NELSON of Florida, Mr. REED, Mr.
BAYH, Mr. KOHL, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr.
ISAKSON, and Mr. REID):

S. Res. 464. A resolution recognizing the
189th anniversary of the independence of
Greece and celebrating Greek and American
democracy; considered and agreed to.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 448
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 448, a bill to maintain the free flow
of information to the public by pro-
viding conditions for the federally
compelled disclosure of information by
certain persons connected with the
news media.
S. 504
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
504, a bill to redesignate the Depart-
ment of the Navy as the Department of
the Navy and Marine Corps.
S. 653
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 653, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the bicen-
tennial of the writing of the Star-Span-
gled Banner, and for other purposes.
S. 729
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
729, a bill to amend the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Respon-
sibility Act of 1996 to permit States to
determine State residency for higher
education purposes and to authorize
the cancellation of removal and adjust-
ment of status of certain alien students
who are long-term United States resi-
dents and who entered the United
States as children, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 990
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 990, a bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to
expand access to healthy afterschool
meals for school children in working
families.
S. 1343
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. BURRIS) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. 1343, a bill to amend the Richard
B. Russell National School Lunch Act
to improve and expand direct certifi-
cation procedures for the national
school lunch and school breakfast pro-
grams, and for other purposes.
S. 1606
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. MCcCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1606, a bill to require for-
eign manufacturers of products im-
ported into the United States to estab-
lish registered agents in the United
States who are authorized to accept
service of process against such manu-
facturers, and for other purposes.
S. 1611
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Washington (Ms.
CANTWELL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1611, a bill to provide collective bar-
gaining rights for public safety officers
employed by States or their political
subdivisions.
S. 1683
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
LEMIEUX) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1683, a bill to apply recaptured tax-
payer investments toward reducing the
national debt.
S. 1741
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1741, a bill to authorize
States or political subdivisions thereof
to regulate fuel economy and emissions
standards for taxicabs.
S. 1791
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1791, a bill to establish
the Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones
Fire Suppression Demonstration Incen-
tive Program within the Department of
Education to promote installation of
fire sprinkler systems, or other fire
suppression or prevention technologies,
in qualified student housing and dor-
mitories, and for other purposes.
S. 1820
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1820, a bill to amend the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
establish national standards for dis-
charges from cruise vessels.
S. 1966
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Missouri (Mrs.
MCcCASKILL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1966, a bill to provide assistance
to improve the health of newborns,
children, and mothers in developing
countries, and for other purposes.
S. 2758
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2758, a bill to amend the
Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Education Reform Act of 1998 to estab-
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lish a national food safety training,
education, extension, outreach, and
technical assistance program for agri-
cultural producers, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2870
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2870, a bill to establish uni-
form administrative and enforcement
procedures and penalties for the en-
forcement of the High Seas Driftnet
Fishing Moratorium Protection Act
and similar statutes, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2876
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRrAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2876, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the capital
gain or loss treatment of the sale or ex-
change of mitigation credits earned by
restoring wetlands, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2975
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2975, a bill to prohibit the
manufacture, sale, or distribution in
commerce of children’s jewelry con-
taining cadmium, barium, or anti-
mony, and for other purposes.
S. 3104
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3104, a bill to permanently authorize
Radio Free Asia, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3123
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3123, a bill to amend the Richard
B. Russell National School Lunch Act
to require the Secretary of Agriculture
to carry out a program to assist eligi-
ble schools and nonprofit entities
through grants and technical assist-
ance to implement farm to school pro-
grams that improve access to local
foods in eligible schools.
S. 3143
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN) and the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3143, a bill to
provide that Members of Congress shall
not receive a pay increase until the an-
nual Federal budget deficit is elimi-
nated.
S. RES. 409
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 409, a resolution call-
ing on members of the Parliament in
Uganda to reject the proposed ‘“‘Anti—
Homosexuality Bill”’, and for other
purposes.
S. RES. 453
At the request of Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, the name of the Senator from
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Maine (Ms. SNOWE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 453, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Public Health Week”.
AMENDMENT NO. 3486
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3486 pro-
posed to H.R. 1586, an act to modernize
the air traffic control system, improve
the safety, reliability, and availability
of transportation by air in the United
States, provide for modernization of
the air traffic control system, reau-
thorize the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. WEBB:

S. 3148. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
treatment of Department of Defense
health coverage as minimal essential
coverage; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, today I in-
troduced a bill that speaks directly to
the welfare of our military service
members and their families. TRICARE,
TRICARE for Life, and the non-
appropriated fund health plans are the
programs that provide health care for
our men and women in uniform, their
families, retirees, and other eligible in-
dividuals. These programs, as well as
today’s military veterans health care
system, exceed the minimum essential
coverage for individual health insur-
ance required by the health care re-
form bill passed yesterday by the
House of Representatives.

I am pleased to offer a companion
bill to one introduced last week by my
good friend, House Armed Services
Committee Chairman IKE SKELTON,
that explicitly protects TRICARE and
NAF health plans. Representative
SKELTON’s bill, which passed Saturday
by a vote of 403 to 0, makes it perfectly
clear that no TRICARE or NAF health
plan beneficiary will be required to
purchase additional coverage beyond
what they already have.

My companion legislation to Chair-
man SKELTON’s provides a similar reas-
surance to our servicemembers and
their families. It will amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 in a way that
stipulates that Department of Defense
TRICARE health-care coverage will be
treated as minimal essential coverage
under the health care reform bill when
it is signed into law by the President.

There has been a great deal of confu-
sion over the past year surrounding the
future of TRICARE and other military
health care programs. False allega-
tions have been raised, for example,
that the administration planned
changes to TRICARE for Life that
would jeopardize its future or substan-
tially raise its cost for beneficiaries. It
is important to set the record straight.

In my capacity as the chairman of
the Personnel Subcommittee of the
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Senate Committee on Armed Services,
I am committed to protecting the
health care coverage programs in place
for the military today.

Supporting this bill will reassure our
service members that the coverage pro-
vided by TRICARE and nonppropriated
health plans is properly protected in
law as meeting the requirements for in-
dividual health insurance mandated by
the new health care reform bill. I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
this legislation.

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself and
Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 3150. A Dbill to increase the mileage
reimbursement rate for members of the
armed services during permanent
change of station and to authorize the
transportation of additional motor ve-
hicles of members on change of perma-
nent station to or from mnonforeign
areas outside the continental United
States; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce a bill entitled the Service
Members Permanent Change of Station
Relief Act—or PCS Relief Act. I am
proud to introduce this legislation and
thank my cosponsor Senator PATTY
MURRAY. This bill will provide our
servicemembers and their families
much-needed financial relief during
these hard economic times.

Like most families, our servicemem-
bers are pinching their pennies too. Un-
fortunately, often they incur many un-
necessary financial burdens related to
their service and their sacrifice. For
instance, right now, our servicemem-
bers with spouses and children are only
reimbursed for shipping one vehicle to
or from Alaska, Hawaii, and Guam dur-
ing a permanent change of station.
This means if they get directed to
move to a military base in Alaska from
Texas, or to Texas from Alaska, they
must pay to transport a second car
themselves, or they must sell their ve-
hicle and purchase a new car at the
next location. This can be a costly op-
tion.

However, many military families
cannot afford to ship a second vehicle
or purchase another car. Without a sec-
ond vehicle, spouses and children who
accompany a servicemember on a per-
manent change of station may be un-
able to hold a job, run daily errands, or
otherwise participate in their new com-
munities. Many States have large mili-
tary bases, such as Joint Base Elmen-
dorf and Fort Richardson in Alaska.
With housing on one end and base serv-
ices on another, some families cannot
even get to the grocery store or take
their children to a doctor in an emer-
gency.

Colleagues, it is unacceptable that
we put our military families in a posi-
tion where they have to make a choice
between the inability to meet daily
needs and take care of their family in
an emergency, or pay more than $1,500
to ship a second vehicle. Under the PCS
Relief Act, our military families will
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be able to ship a second car to and from
Hawaii, Alaska, and Guam to ease the
hardships and alleviate needless costs.

To further alleviate needless costs,
the legislation will increase the gas
mileage reimbursement rate during a
permanent change in station. Cur-
rently, when our personnel drive from
one military base to the next on their
government-directed move, they are
reimbursed less than half the amount
they get under temporary duty assign-
ments. The temporary duty reimburse-
ment rate reflects the true cost of op-
erating a vehicle. The current PCS re-
imbursement rate of 16 cents per mile
does not, creating yet another finan-
cial burden for servicemembers.

It doesn’t make any sense that gas
mileage reimbursement rates are dif-
ferent amounts for PCS and TDY. Our
servicemembers get official orders to
move. It is not optional.

They are both official business ex-
penditures. We already ask so much of
our servicemembers and their families.
They are fighting two wars. They move
at the military services’ direction, re-
locating themselves and their families
to new military bases every few years.
It is unfair we are asking them to pay
out of pocket on these government-di-
rected moves, or experience unwar-
ranted and pointless hardships due to
financial constraints.

In these tough economic times, it is
more important than ever that we
show our support for our servicemem-
bers and their families. Relieving
stress and strain during a permanent
change in station is the least we can
do. I ask my colleagues to support the
Service Members PCS Relief Act.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 463—RECOG-
NIZING THE CULTURAL AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
NOWRUZ, EXPRESSING APPRE-
CIATION TO IRANIAN-AMERICANS
FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO
SOCIETY, AND WISHING IRANIAN-
AMERICANS AND THE PEOPLE
OF IRAN A PROSPEROUS NEW
YEAR

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. WEBB, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. BURRIS, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. KAUFMAN, Mr. McCAIN,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. CASEY, and
Mr. CARDIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

Whereas Nowruz marks the traditional Ira-
nian New Year, which originated in ancient
Persia, and dates back more than 3,000 years;

Whereas Nowruz, meaning a ‘‘New Day’’,
occurs on the vernal equinox and celebrates
the arrival of spring;

Whereas Nowruz symbolizes a time of re-
newal and community, harkens the depar-
ture from the trials and tribulations of the
previous year, and brings hope for the New
Year;
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