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Whereas Reina Luisa Tamayo has asserted
that her son Orlando Zapata Tamayo was
tortured and denied water during his incar-
ceration and has called ‘“‘on the world to de-
mand the freedom of the other prisoners and
brothers unfairly sentenced so that what
happened to my boy, my second child, who
leaves behind no physical legacy, no child or
wife, does not happen again’’;

Whereas Zapata began a hunger strike on
December 9, 2009, to demand respect for his
personal safety and to protest his inhumane
treatment by the prison authorities in Cuba;

Whereas according to his supporters, Za-
pata was denied water during stages of his
hunger strike at Kilo 8 Prison in Camagley,
was then transferred to Havana’s Combinado
del Este prison, and was finally admitted to
the Hermanos Ameijeiras Hospital on Feb-
ruary 23, 2010, in critical condition, where he
was administered fluids intravenously and
died hours later;

Whereas, on February 25, 2010, Freedom
House condemned the Government of Cuba
for ‘‘the deplorable prison conditions, tor-
ture, and lack of medical attention that led
to the death of political prisoner Orlando Za-
pata Tamayo’’;

Whereas Zapata was arrested in 2003 on
charges of contempt for authority, public
disorder, and disobedience, and was initially
sentenced to 3 years in prison;

Whereas Zapata was later convicted of ad-
ditional ‘‘acts of defiance’ while in prison
and was resentenced to a total of 36 years;

Whereas in 2003, Zapata and approximately
75 other dissidents and peaceful supporters of
the Varela Project were arrested during the
‘“Black Spring” and were sentenced to harsh
prison terms;

Whereas more than 25,000 Cubans have
signed on to the Varela Project, which seeks
a referendum on civil liberties, including
freedom of speech, amnesty for political pris-
oners, support for private business, a new
electoral law, and a general election;

Whereas in 2003, Amnesty International
designated Zapata as a prisoner of con-
science;

Whereas the Government of the United
States raised the plight of Zapata during mi-
gration talks on February 19, 2010, and urged
the Government of Cuba to provide all nec-
essary medical care;

Whereas, on February 25, 2010, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton said in response to the
death of Zapata, ‘“We send our condolences
to his family and we also reiterate our
strong objection to the actions of the Cuban
government. This is a prisoner of conscience
who was imprisoned for years for speaking
his mind, for seeking democracy, for stand-
ing on the side of values that are universal,
who engaged in a hunger strike.”’;

Whereas following the death of Zapata, the
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights reported that at least 50 dissidents
were detained or forced to remain in their
houses to prevent them from attending the
wake and funeral for Zapata;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2009
Country Report on Human Rights states that
Cuba is a totalitarian state with a govern-
ment that continues to deny its citizens
basic human rights and continues to commit
numerous serious human rights abuses;

Whereas the Department of State reports
that the Government of Cuba has not grant-
ed prison visits by the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross, Amnesty Inter-
national, or Human Rights Watch since 1988;

Whereas Human Rights Watch states,
“Cuba remains the one country in Latin
America that represses virtually all forms of
political dissent. The government continues
to enforce political conformity using crimi-
nal prosecutions, long- and short-term deten-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

tion, harassment, denial of employment, and
travel restrictions.”’; and

Whereas in a 2008 annual report, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights re-
ported that ‘‘restrictions on political rights,
on freedom of expression, and on the dissemi-
nation of ideas, the failure to hold elections,
and the absence of an independent judiciary
in Cuba combine to create a permanent pan-
orama of breached basic rights for the Cuban
citizenry’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the life of Orlando Zapata
Tamayo, whose death on February 23, 2010,
highlights the lack of democracy in Cuba
and the injustice of the brutal treatment of
more than 200 political prisoners by the Gov-
ernment of Cuba;

(2) calls for the immediate release of all
political prisoners detained in Cuba;

(3) pays tribute to the courageous citizens
of Cuba who are suffering abuses merely for
engaging in peaceful efforts to exercise their
basic human rights;

(4) supports freedom of speech and the
rights of journalists and bloggers in Cuba to
express their views without repression by
government authorities and denounces the
use of intimidation, harassment, or violence
by the Government of Cuba to restrict and
suppress freedom of speech, freedom of ex-
pression, freedom of assembly, and freedom
of the press;

(5) desires that the people of Cuba be able
to enjoy due process and the right to a fair
trial; and

(6) calls on the United States to continue
policies that focus on respect for the funda-
mental tenets of freedom, democracy, and
human rights in Cuba and encourage peace-
ful democratic change consistent with the
aspirations of the people of Cuba.

————————

TAKE OUR DAUGHTERS AND SONS
TO WORK DAY

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to S. Res. 462.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 462) recognizing
Thursday, April 22, 2010, as ‘‘Take Our
Daughters and Sons to Work Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motion
to reconsider be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 462

Whereas, the Take Our Daughters To Work
Day program in New York City was created
as a response to research that showed that
by the 8th grade many girls were dropping
out of school, had low self-esteem, and
lacked confidence;

Whereas, in 2003, the name of the program
was changed to ‘‘Take Our Daughters and
Sons To Work Day’ so that boys who face
many of the same challenges as girls could
also be involved in the program;

Whereas, the mission of the program,
“Take Our Daughters and Sons To Work
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Foundation develops innovative strategies
that empower girls and boys to overcome so-
cietal barriers to reach their full potential”’,
now fully reflects the addition of boys;

Whereas, the Take Our Daughters and Sons
To Work Foundation, a non-profit organiza-
tion, has grown to become one of the largest
public awareness campaigns, with over
33,000,000 participants annually in over
3,000,000 organizations and workplaces in
every State;

Whereas, in 2007, the Take Our Daughters
To Work program was transitioned to Eliza-
beth City, North Carolina, became known as
the Take Our Daughters and Sons To Work
Foundation, and received national recogni-
tion for the dedication of the Foundation to
our future generations;

Whereas, every year mayors, governors,
and other private and public officials sign
proclamations and lend their support to
Take Our Daughters and Sons To Work;

Whereas, the fame of the program has
spread overseas with requests and inquiries
being made from around the world on how to
operate the program; and

Whereas, Take Our Daughters and Sons To
Work is intended to continue helping mil-
lions of girls and boys on an annual basis
through experienced activities and events to
examine their opportunities and strive to
reach their fullest potential: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes Thursday, April 22, 2010, as
“Take Our Daughters and Sons To Work
Day’’;

(2) recognizes the goals of introducing our
daughters and sons to the workplace; and

(3) commends all the participants in Take
Our Daughters and Sons To Work for their
ongoing contributions to education, and for
the vital role the participants play in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for the United States.

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3143, H.R. 4851, AND H.R.
4853

Mr. REID. I believe there are three
bills at the desk, and I ask for their
first reading en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bills by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (8. 3143) to provide that Members of
Congress shall not receive a pay increase
until the annual Federal budget deficit is
eliminated.

A bill (H.R. 4851) to provide a temporary
extension of certain programs, and for other
purposes.

A bill (H.R. 4853) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding
and expenditure authority of the Airport and
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, and for other
purposes.

Mr. REID. I now ask for their second
reading en bloc but object to my own
request en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will be read for
the second time on the next legislative
day.
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ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 19,
2010

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Friday, March
19; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate resume con-
sideration of H.R. 1586.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, tomorrow
the Senate will resume consideration
of the Federal Aviation Administration
legislation. There will be no rollcall
votes tomorrow. Senators should ex-
pect the next vote to begin at or about
5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 22.
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:43 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
March 19, 2010, at 9:30 a.m.
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