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the homeowners. They decrease energy
costs and decrease our commitment on
foreign oil. There is a lot of good in
this program. But a report from the
Energy Department just 3 weeks ago
showed that these funds actually paid
to weatherize only 30,000 or so homes in
2009. That means the programs missed
the goal by 20,000 homes. That is a
score of 60 percent. When I was in
school, 60 percent was not a passing
grade.

We should be concerned that almost
every dollar of the $56 billion program
for weatherization has already been
awarded. We have to make sure we are
getting the results we were promised.
How can we have confidence these
grants already in the pipeline for this
year are going to be properly managed?
We must have more transparency and
accountability from the Energy De-
partment about how they are man-
aging this program and overseeing the
spending of these funds.

There are the same kinds of chal-
lenges around the smart grid program.
I am not just picking on the Depart-
ment of Energy. If we look at the other
areas—health care IT and rail—we find
similar challenges.

There is no information, beyond once
these funds are distributed, how this
fund distribution fits into the overall
management of these new programs.
That information should be easily ac-
cessible and available to taxpayers, and
it should be reported on a regular basis
to those of us in Congress who have
this oversight responsibility. If these
agencies are not meeting their mile-
stones or deadlines and if stimulus pro-
grams are not producing measurable
results, we need to know about them. If
there are problems of potential barriers
to distributing these stimulus funds,
we in the Congress and the administra-
tion could do more to support reason-
able solutions. We should be able to
work together to fix the management
barriers that have slowed down this
work.

It is not too late. According to the
Congressional Budget Office, the gov-
ernment spent only about 18 percent of
the stimulus funds in fiscal year 2009.
By the end of this fiscal year—that
means October of this year, 2010—that
number grows to about 54 percent. But
that still means over half of the dollars
will be spent out after October of this
year. That means much of the stimulus
funding remains in the pipeline, and
that means we have an opportunity
now to correct any management and
transparency gaps.

Our amendment this body adopted
will do that in three important ways:

First, it requires agencies to update
and refine their implementation plans
they developed last year for these high-
risk programs. We define ‘‘high risk”
as any program that received more
than $2 billion or any program that saw
a funding increase of 150 percent or
more from the previous year’s funding.
These are the programs that went from
quite small to ramping up to huge

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

amounts. It also includes brand-new
programs. Under our amendment, these
programs will be required to update
their stimulus implementation and
oversight plans by July 1. As a former
business guy, what that means in legis-
lative speak is they have to show us
their business plan in a way that is in-
telligible and understandable to the
taxpayers and to Congress by July 1.

Second, our amendment would re-
quire these high-risk programs to re-
port their outcomes to Congress and
taxpayers every quarter beginning Sep-
tember 30. We cannot wait for a year to
go by to see if these programs that are
spending billions of dollars are actu-
ally achieving their goals. These re-
ports must include relevant informa-
tion on spending and outcomes that
clearly measures whether these pro-
grams are working and meeting the
goals defined basically in the business
plans they would have submitted by
July 1.

Finally, our amendment adds an en-
forcement mechanism to make sure
that Federal agencies, Members of Con-
gress, and the public have access to the
information they deserve to evaluate
whether these stimulus investments
are actually working. One of the things
we found is that close to 1,000 recipi-
ents of stimulus funding in this last
quarter never even filed the required
reports so that we know and the tax-
payers know how these dollars are
being spent.

The amendment will impose civil and
financial penalties on stimulus grant
recipients who deliberately or consist-
ently fail to comply with quarterly re-
porting requirements. The amendment
provides sufficient discretion for the
Attorney General and the courts to set
these penalties and to make sure there
is consideration of whether the recipi-
ent is a nonprofit organization or State
and local government or a small busi-
ness. Again, we are not trying to un-
duly penalize, but we want to put some
teeth in the fact that these organiza-
tions that are recipients of Federal
funds document what they are doing
with those funds. This is basic account-
ability.

Once again, I applaud my colleagues
for stepping up in a responsible and bi-
partisan way to correct obvious gaps in
management, accountability, and
transparency of the Recovery Act pro-
grams. With so much of the stimulus
funding still in the pipeline, this
amendment will allow us to dramati-
cally improve the way we measure and
report outcomes and demonstrate accu-
rate, verifiable results for the tax-
payers.

Mr. President, I yield the floor. I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I com-
pliment my colleague from Virginia. I
am a cosponsor of his amendment. I
think it is a very noble attempt to try
to put better hands on the stimulus.

It is interesting to note that when we
had the first hearing with the IG who is
overseeing the stimulus, he said, re-
grettably, $50 billion would be wasted;
that is, $60 billion out of $867 billion—
actually, some $940 billion—was going
to be wasted. We started with the as-
sumption that about 6 or 7 percent of
this money was going to be defrauded.
I congratulate my colleague because
some of the steps he is talking about in
his amendment will actually lessen
that, hopefully. I agree with him.

It is exciting for me to see a bipar-
tisan attempt to start bringing teeth
into the laws we pass, not toward the
American public but toward the agen-
cies that administer the funds.

I congratulate him. I think he has a
good amendment. I think we will have
a great vote on it.

———

TAX EXTENDERS

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I wish
to spend time talking about the bill we
are considering.

Yesterday afternoon, I had the great
fortune—my daughter was performing
in Florida and was driving back to New
York. I got to see my 7-month-old
granddaughter. Anybody who 1is a
grandparent knows what it is like to
see your grandchildren. There is noth-
ing wrong with it and everything right
with it. You get a picture and see in
your grandchildren aspects of your
children. It draws back memories.

But I was struck by that encounter
with my daughter and granddaughter
and, by the way, her dog. What are our
hopes and dreams about? What are the
hopes and dreams we have for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren? Our hopes
and dreams are that they will have
great opportunity to flower and blos-
som in a way that they can take ad-
vantage of their God-given talents and
their hard work and become a success
in their life’s endeavors. And then you
contrast that with the heritage of our
Nation—a heritage which is about sac-
rifice—where one generation makes
hard choices, makes difficult decisions,
where they sacrifice their own benefits
from their own endeavors to create op-
portunity so that the next generation
of Americans can have that oppor-
tunity to fulfill and expand their
heart’s desires.

We heard the Senator from Utah
today talk about where the problems
were with our Nation, and he talked
about where all the gold was in terms
of fixing what is wrong. I would have to
say I disagree with him. When I look at
the U.S. Constitution, and then I look
at all the government programs the
Federal Government has fostered,
passed, and funds, I see a black-and-
white slate. I see on the one hand the
very limited intent of our Founders,
which was spelled out very clearly in
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Article I, Section 8 of the enumerated
powers—here are the powers you are to
have. We are designing this to be a lim-
ited Federal Government and we are
going to reserve everything else to the
people and the States through the
tenth amendment. Those words are ac-
tually in there. What is not spelled out
for the U.S. Federal Government is ex-
plicitly reserved for the people and
their States.

So when we consider the mess we are
in—the fact we had a $1.56 trillion def-
icit last year, that 43 cents of every
dollar we spent we borrowed from our
grandchildren, that this year it will be
$1.8 trillion, that over the next 9 years
we will spend $10 trillion we don’t
have—and I would put forward most of
it on things we don’t need—look at it
in the light of what our constitutional
charge is.

I have made this statement from the
floor several times. The oath we take—
when I was sworn in, in January of
2005—is to uphold the Constitution.
The Constitution is our guideline, our
direction for what our responsibility is
and what should be left to the States.
So I agree with my colleague that un-
less we reform entitlements, we are
going to have a difficult time solving
our problems, but there is another an-
swer. Actually, there are two other an-
swers.

One of the other answers is to go
through with a fine-tooth comb and
look at every Federal Government pro-
gram and ask: Is it a legitimate respon-
sibility of the Federal Government?
And if it is, is it a program we need?

You know, in 2 weeks time, my staff
found 640 duplicative programs in the
Federal Government, across all agen-
cies, that all do the same thing—105
programs to encourage students to go
into technology, math, engineering,
and science. There are 105 different pro-
grams. So as we look at comparing
what is our obligation and what is our
charge under the Constitution with
what is happening, all of a sudden a
wide world opens up of monies we don’t
have to spend, that aren’t absolutely
necessary, that aren’t absolutely a pri-
ority, that we shouldn’t be spending
money on in a time when we are bor-
rowing and stealing the future of my
little granddaughter Katie Rose, and
everybody else’s granddaughter.

Why would we not demand that we do
the hard work of going through what is
truly our obligation and eliminating
what is not, and eliminating the mul-
titude of duplications that the Federal
Government has? Why shouldn’t we put
ourselves to the same test every other
family in America is put to. Once you
have maxed out your credit card, once
you have passed your limits, they do
not continue to extend you money. Un-
fortunately, what they do is jack up
your interest rate. Well, guess what is
getting ready to happen to us. We do
not have an unlimited credit card.
What is going to happen to us over the
next few years? We are seeing 30-year
bond obligations today going for a
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higher percentage than what they have
ever gone for in the last 4 or 5 years,
and we are going to see that trend con-
tinue. Out of the $10 trillion we are
going to spend—money we don’t have—
in the next 9 years, $5.6 trillion of that
is to pay interest on the national debt.
So we are going to find ourselves in the
same predicament as that person who
has maxed out their credit card who is
now paying interest on the interest in-
stead of paying off the debt.

I said there were two ways of looking
at this. The second is to go through the
Federal Government and eliminate the
waste, fraud, abuse, and duplication.
One is to eliminate where we don’t
truly have a responsibility or author-
ity for what we are doing under the
Constitution, but the second is we have
identified $350 billion a year of waste,
fraud, and duplication in the Federal
Government. We have done that over a
period of hearings over the past 4
years. One amendment out of about 800
I have offered over the last 5 years has
been accepted to eliminate some-
thing—just one. They have all other-
wise been voted down. And they have
been voted down because Members of
this body refuse to make the hard
choices about priorities, because they
think we don’t have to.

Well, the gig is up. There is a real
rumble among the American people.
There is a rumble in America about
holding us accountable for the future
of this country, which means no longer
ignoring the hard choices, no longer
adding to the credit card. I say all that
to talk about the bill that is before us.
We have a bill before us that is called
the tax extenders bill. But that is not
what it is. It is the debt extender bill.
Because this bill, in light of all the
speeches we will hear in this body, and
all of the excuses and all the press re-
leases that are going to be released, is
going to add $104 billion to our chil-
dren’s credit card.

Yesterday this body voted to go for-
ward with that. They voted to not
make the hard choices, not offset the
spending. If these are priority items
that we should be doing in this bill,
then why aren’t we going after some of
the waste, fraud, and abuse in the Fed-
eral Government and getting rid of it?
There is $104 billion over the next 10
years, with this one bill alone, that we
are going to add to the debt, and that
comes down to $10.4 billion a year. We
have $350 billion worth of waste. Yet
we refuse to go into that $350 billion
worth of waste, fraud, and duplication,
and eliminate anything to pay for this.
Instead, we are going to steal that op-
portunity, we are going to steal that
future, we are going to put a blight on
the blossom of opportunity for our
children and grandchildren. I beg
America to hold us accountable; to not
accept business as usual anymore.

When you get down to it and start
talking about what this means—when
you take the $104 billion and divide it
by the 300 million people in this coun-
try and then multiply it by the average
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family size—what you get is $1,282 per
family that this bill will add. So if in
fact you go to sleep the day after to-
morrow, when this bill has passed the
Senate, when 60 Senators vote for it
and we go on and do this—35 or 36 will
vote against it, but 64 or 65 will vote
for it—when you put your head on your
pillow at night, you can thank them
for jeopardizing the future of your chil-
dren. And not because what they want
to do in the bill is necessarily wrong,
but because they lacked the courage to
stand up and make the hard choices
that are required in times of distress in
our country.

If you study our history, our greatest
leaders exhibited courage in the face of
adversity. They pulled us through by
making hard choices, not running away
from the hard choices. We had a lot of
people who were critical of Senator
BUNNING because he raised the issue on
a $12 billion jobs bill—that isn’t going
to do anything—and said we ought to
pay for it. We voted him down. We said
no. But you know what, as I read the
American public, about 80 percent of
them said we should have paid for it.
We should have done that. And those
people who were most critical of Sen-
ator BUNNING on the floor are the peo-
ple who have hardly ever voted against
any spending bill in their entire career
in the Senate. They honestly believe it
is okay to mortgage the future of our
children to benefit their own political
careers.

So what we have developing in the
Senate isn’t partisanship, it is policy
differences that will make the dif-
ference for this country. And if the
ne’er-do-wells of doing it the same old
way win, our children won’t have a fu-
ture. What they will have is a debt bur-
den they will never get out of.

We hear speeches, as we did from the
Senator from Utah, that tend to push
us, and we think, well, we have to fig-
ure out how we can fix Medicare and
Social Security. Well, how do we fix
Medicare and Social Security? We have
to delay retirement, lessen benefits,
eliminate fraud in Medicare, and delay
eligibility. Those are the only answers.
Or we have to raise taxes.

But how do you raise taxes on the
American people when you know you
are spending $350 billion a year that is
wasted? How do you, in good con-
science, even consider that? I am not
against having a tax increase when and
if we have done everything we can do
to get this government efficient and
eliminated what is not our role and
gotten rid of the fraud, waste, and du-
plication. And most of America
wouldn’t be against that either. But
right now they do not trust us. And for
good reason they don’t trust this body.
Because we are not shooting straight
with them. We are not telling them
that we are going to add $1,282 to their
kids’ debt.

When you take this number—this 347
figure, and you look at kids 25 years
and younger, and you take that out 20
years, here is what you find: Not only
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are they going to be responsible for the
debt we have today, but the $78 trillion
worth of unfunded liabilities for Medi-
care, Medicaid, Social Security, and all
the other trust funds, including Fed-
eral employees’ retirement, which adds
up to $1.3 million for every person in
this country under 25, ask yourself:
How in the world will they ever own a
home or send their kids to college if in
fact they are having to support $60,000
a year in interest on a debt they didn’t
create?

The promise of America was freedom.
Debt is a hard taskmaster. But it is
doubly hard when it wasn’t your debt
but that of your parents and your
grandparents, yet you are tasked with
changing your lifestyle, your opportu-
nities, your hope and vision for your
children because this generation didn’t
have the courage to stand up and say:
Enough is enough.

When will it ever be enough—when
we can’t sell our bonds? When will it
ever be okay to offend those who are on
the dole and who don’t deserve to be on
the dole? When will it be okay to elimi-
nate the waste in the Federal Govern-
ment, if not at a time we are going to
have a $1.8 trillion deficit; if not at a
time when $50 billion is going to be de-
frauded out of the stimulus program?
When will we ever do it?

We have never been in the financial
situation our country is in today—
never before in our history.

Our whole foreign policy is now being
affected and impacted because of our
debt. We have to keep an ear toward
China as we conduct our foreign policy,
in the fear that they may dump our
bonds. Why would we put ourselves in
that position when we do not have to?
Because there is no spine in the Sen-
ate. There is no spine in the Congress.
There is no spine to go out and say:
Yes, I made the hard choices. You may
not like it, but your children deserve
that we make hard choices and dif-
ficult decisions. If I am not here, it is
OK, I did the right thing. I secured our
future. I will be able to sleep at night,
knowing I was not a part of taking and
stealing that blossom of potential from
our children and grandchildren.

I will finish by asking a question of
the American people. Is it right that
you have to make choices within a fi-
nite budget, yet your elected leader-
ship in Washington does not? Is it fair
for you to have to sacrifice to create a
future for your children, when we are
destroying that future in Washington?

It is a time for Americans who have
never been involved in the political
arena, in our Nation, to get involved
because the future of your children and
your children’s children depends on it.
We have a very short window within
which to recapture the economic ren-
aissance in our country, and it is less
than 4 years. If you look at what we
are coming to in terms of debt-to-GDP
ratio and in terms of the size of the
government to the size of the GDP, we
will be on an irreversible course that
will eliminate American exception-
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alism forever because the thing that
made us free and kept us free was a
fairly limited Federal Government.
What we have in front of us is an at-
tempt not to get it back down to a size
that is manageable and within the in-
tent of our Founders’ vision and the
American people’s expectation; we
have an intent to grow. The discre-
tionary budget of the Federal Govern-
ment, on the rate that has been passed
by this body the last 2 years alone, not
counting the stimulus, will cause the
Federal Government to double in size
in 5 years. We are 40 percent bigger
than we were 2 years ago; actually, it
is 38.6 percent bigger. We hear the aver-
age Federal employee now makes
$72,000 and the average private em-
ployee now makes $40,000. We have
added 170,000 new jobs in the govern-
ment in the last 7 months, while we
have lost three times that in the pri-
vate sector. Things are out of whack.
The only way they are going to change
is if the American public demands it to
be changed.

I will go back. This is not a tax ex-
tenders bill. This is a debt extension
bill. We are going to extend another
$104 billion of debt across the threshold
of opportunity for our children and
grandchildren. I am not going to be a
part of that. I am not going to be
complicit in it. If that is not satisfac-
tory to the people of Oklahoma, I am
fine with that. I am ready to make the
hard choices to make us a lean mean
fighting machine again as an economy,
a lean mean fighting machine as far as
opportunity. The way to do that is to
downsize the Federal Government, put
it back within the role of its intended
purposes, and return to the States both
the money and the authority to handle
what is rightfully theirs in the first
place.

The second thing that is important is
to get rid of the $350 billion worth of
waste, fraud, abuse, and duplication
that occurs every year that we do noth-
ing about. We do nothing about it. We
send out press releases, but when it
comes time to vote to make a hard
choice, we do not do it. We refuse to do
it. We refuse to offend those who are
well connected and well heeled, while
we send our country into the trash
heap of history through financial col-
lapse.

My hope is, my colleagues will stand
and say we are not going to pass this
debt extender bill until you pay for it,
until you make the hard choices about
what is waste, what is duplication,
what is fraud, and get rid of some of
that to pay, if these are truly priority
items.

You see, if they are truly priority, if
America truly needs them, then there
has to be something that is a lower pri-
ority that we can take away. But we do
not have that kind of thought in the
Senate because we just keep putting
the credit card into the machine.
Thank you, China. It is not going to be
too long before we are saying: May we
please, China. May we please. May we.
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Watch what is happening to Greece.
Look at the articles on Ireland today,
the hard choices they had to make to
get themselves out of trouble. But they
are doing it. We are ignoring it in this
body, and we are going to pass another
$104 billion along to our children and
grandchildren.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HAGAN.) Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

HONORING THE WASPS

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
we just had a beautiful, really incred-
ible Congressional Gold Medal cere-
mony honoring the Women Airforce
Service Pilots known as the WASP. It
was the largest audience to have ever
attended a Congressional Gold Medal
ceremony or any ceremony in the Cap-
itol because we have now the wonderful
new Capitol Visitors Center that allows
us to accommodate very large cere-
monies.

This one had over 2,000 family mem-
bers of the Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots who were honored by Congress. I
thought it was worth also including
comments in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD to be sure the American people
know that today was, in fact, a wonder-
ful day in which we honored women
who did so much in World War II. They
did not get the recognition they de-
served at the time but they received
those accolades today when they were
recognized with the highest honor that
Congress can give.

I would like to read the speech I gave
at the ceremony, and also just embel-
lish a little bit about the WASP.

I wrote a book called ‘‘American Her-
oines: The Spirited Women Who
Shaped Our Country.” In that book
each chapter focused on specific areas
in which women trailblazers had done
so much to open doors for the future
women leaders in our country. One of
those chapters focused on those who
blazed new trails in aviation.

The pioneers I profiled were Amelia
Earhart and also Jackie Cochran. Jac-
queline Cochran was a true pioneer, as
was Amelia Earhart. They were
contemporaries—actually, Amelia
achieved her fame just a little bit be-
fore Jacqueline Cochran. But Jac-
queline Cochran went on to become the
first woman to break the sound barrier
in an aircraft. She was a protégé of
Chuck Yeager who, of course, we know
was the first to break the sound barrier
in a jet aircraft. He was a test pilot and
a fabulous aviator who I saw recently
in Dallas and understand he still en-
joys flying.

For everyone who knows anything
about aviation, Chuck Yeager is an
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