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Task Force bill at any time after the conclu-
sion of such 2-day period. A motion to pro-
ceed is in order even though a previous mo-
tion to the same effect has been disagreed to.
All points of order against the motion to
proceed to the Task Force bill are waived.
The motion to proceed is not debatable. The
motion is not subject to a motion to post-
pone. A motion to reconsider the vote by
which the motion is agreed to or disagreed to
shall not be in order. If a motion to proceed
to the consideration of the Task Force bill is
agreed to, the Task Force bill shall remain
the unfinished business until disposed of.

‘‘(ii) DEBATE.—AI1l points of order against
the Task Force bill and against consider-
ation of the Task Force bill are waived. Con-
sideration of the Task Force bill and of all
debatable motions and appeals in connection
therewith shall not exceed a total of 100
hours. Debate shall be divided equally be-
tween the Majority and Minority Leaders or
their designees. A motion further to limit
debate on the Task Force bill is in order,
shall require an affirmative vote of three-
fifths of the Members duly chosen and sworn,
and is not debatable. Any debatable motion
or appeal is debatable for not to exceed 1
hour, to be divided equally between those fa-
voring and those opposing the motion or ap-
peal. All time used for consideration of the
Task Force bill, including time used for
quorum calls and voting, shall be counted
against the total 100 hours of consideration.

‘“(iii) NO AMENDMENTS.—An amendment to
the Task Force bill, or a motion to postpone,
or a motion to proceed to the consideration
of other business, or a motion to recommit
the Task Force bill, is not in order.

‘‘(iv) VOTE ON PASSAGE.—The vote on pas-
sage shall occur immediately following the
conclusion of the debate on a Task Force
bill, and a single quorum call at the conclu-
sion of the debate if requested. Passage shall
require an affirmative vote of three-fifths of
the Members, duly chosen and sworn. The
vote on passage shall occur not later than
December 23, 2010.

‘“(v) ADJOURNMENT.—If, by December 23,
2010, either House has failed to adopt a mo-
tion to proceed to the Task Force bill, para-
graph (1)(A)(ii)(IT) shall not apply.

“(vi) RULINGS OF THE CHAIR ON PROCE-
DURE.—Appeals from the decisions of the
Chair relating to the application of the rules
of the Senate, as the case may be, to the pro-
cedure relating to a Task Force bill shall be
decided without debate.

‘“(C) RULES TO COORDINATE ACTION WITH
OTHER HOUSE.—

‘(i) REFERRAL.—If, before the passage by 1
House of a Task Force bill of that House,
that House receives from the other House a
Task Force bill, then the Task Force bill of
the other House shall not be referred to a
committee and shall immediately be placed
on the calendar.

‘(i) PROCEDURE.—If the Senate receives
the Task Force bill passed by the House of
Representatives before the Senate has voted
on passage of the Task Force bill—

‘() the procedure in the Senate shall be
the same as if no Task Force bill had been
received from House of Representatives; and

‘“(II) the vote on passage in the Senate
shall be on the Task Force bill of the House
of Representatives.

“(iii) TREATMENT OF TASK FORCE BILL OF
OTHER HOUSE.—If 1 House fails to introduce
or consider a Task Force bill under this sec-
tion, the Task Force bill of the other House
shall be entitled to expedited floor proce-
dures under this section.

“(iv) TREATMENT OF COMPANION MEASURES
IN THE SENATE.—If following passage of the
Task Force bill in the Senate, the Senate
then receives the Task Force bill from the
House of Representatives, the House-passed
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Task Force bill shall not be debatable. The
vote on passage of the Task Force bill in the
Senate shall be considered to be the vote on
passage of the Task Force bill received from
the House of Representatives.

‘“(v) VETOES.—If the President vetoes the
Task Force bill, debate on a veto message in
the Senate under this section shall be 1 hour
equally divided between the majority and
minority leaders or their designees.

‘“(3) SUSPENSION.—No motion to suspend
the application of this subsection shall be in
order in the Senate or in the House of Rep-
resentatives.”.

(c) FUNDING.—From the amounts appro-
priated or made available and remaining un-
obligated under Division A (other than under
title X of Division A) of the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Pub. Law
111-5), there is rescinded pro rata an aggre-
gate amount equal to $9,000,000, which
amount shall be made available without
need for further appropriation to the Bipar-
tisan Task Force for Responsible Fiscal Ac-
tion to carry out the purposes of the Bipar-
tisan Task Force for Responsible Fiscal Ac-
tion, and which shall remain available
through fiscal year 2011. Not later than 14
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall administer the rescis-
sion and make available such amount to the
Bipartisan Task Force for Responsible Fiscal
Action.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources. The hearing
will be held on Tuesday, February 9,
2009, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s Lloan Guarantee Pro-
gram.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Abigail Campbell@
energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Mike Carr at (202) 224-8164 or Abi-
gail Campbell at (202) 224-1219.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 21, 2010, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

S131

mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
January 21, 2010, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on January
21, 2010, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 21, 2010, at 3 p.m., to
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Civilian Strat-
egy for Afghanistan: A Status Report
in Advance of the London Conference.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on January 21, 2010, at 10 a.m. in
SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
EAST ASIA SUBCOMMITTEE
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 21, 2010, at 10 a.m.,
to hold an East Asia subcommittee
hearing entitled ‘“‘Principles of U.S. En-
gagement in Asia.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 21, 2010 at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, on be-
half of Mr. DoDD, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Deborah Katz, a member of
his staff, be granted the privilege of the
floor for the duration of the consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 45.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN
AREA TRANSIT REGULATION

COMPACT AMENDMENTS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
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consideration of S.J. Res. 25 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 25) granting
the consent and approval of Congress to
amendments made by the State of Maryland,
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia to the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Regulation Compact.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the committee is discharged.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the joint reso-
lution be read a third time and passed,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate,
and that any statements related to the
measure be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 25)
was ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

The preamble was agreed to.

The joint resolution, with its pre-
amble, reads as follows:

S.J. RES. 25

Whereas the State of Maryland, the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, and the District of
Columbia entered into the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Regulation Compact
in 1960 with the consent of Congress in Pub-
lic Law No. 86-794, 74 Stat. 1031;

Whereas the State of Maryland, the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, and the District of
Columbia amended titles I and II of the Com-
pact in 1962 and 1990 with the consent of Con-
gress in Public Law No. 87-767, 76 Stat. 764,
and Public Law No. 101-505, 104 Stat. 1300, re-
spectively;

Whereas legislation enacted by the State
of Maryland (2008 Md. Laws c. 32 and 2009 Md.
Laws c¢. 76) the Commonwealth of Virginia
(2007 Va. Acts c. 378 and 2009 Va. Acts c. 540)
and the District of Columbia (D.C. Act 17—
622) contain amendments to article III of
title I of the Compact regarding appoint-
ment of members to the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Commission; and

Whereas the consent of Congress is re-
quired in order to implement such amend-
ments: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONSENT OF CONGRESS TO COM-
PACT AMENDMENTS.

(a) CONSENT.—Consent of Congress is given
to the amendments of the State of Maryland,
the amendments of the Commonwealth of
Virginia, and the amendments of the District
of Columbia to article III of title I of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Reg-
ulation Compact.

(b) AMENDMENTS.—The amendments re-
ferred to in subsection (a) are substantially
as follows:

(1) Section 1(a) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘‘(a) The Commission shall be composed of
3 members, 1 member appointed by the Gov-
ernor of Virginia from the Department of
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Motor Vehicles of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, 1 member appointed by the Governor
of Maryland from the Maryland Public Serv-
ice Commission, and 1 member appointed by
the Mayor of the District of Columbia from
a District of Columbia agency with oversight
of matters relating to the Commission.”’.

(2) Section 1 is amended by inserting at the
end the following:

‘“(d) An amendment to section 1(a) of this
article shall not affect any member in office
on the amendment’s effective date.”.

SEC. 2. RIGHT TO ALTER, AMEND, OR REPEAL.

The right to alter, amend, or repeal this
Act is expressly reserved.

SEC. 3. CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABILITY.

It is intended that the provisions of this
compact shall be reasonably and liberally
construed to effectuate the purposes thereof.
If any part or application of this compact, or
legislation enabling the compact, is held in-
valid, the remainder of the compact or its
application to other situations or persons
shall not be affected.

SEC. 4. INCONSISTENCY OF LANGUAGE.

The validity of these amendments to the
compact shall not be affected by any insub-
stantial differences in its form or language
as adopted by the State of Maryland, Com-
monwealth of Virginia and District of Co-
lumbia.

SEC. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date of

enactment of this Act.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ENACTMENT OF
THE VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT OF
1984

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 391 which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 391) recognizing the
26th anniversary of the enactment of the
Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601
et seq.) and the substantial contributions to
the Crime Victims Fund made through the
criminal prosecutions conducted by United
States Attorneys’ offices and other compo-
nents of the Department of Justice.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 391

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
had its 25th anniversary in 2009;

Whereas for 25 years, the Victims of Crime
Act of 1984 has provided funds to States for
victim assistance and compensation pro-
grams to support victims of crime and those
affected by violent crimes;

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
enables approximately 4,400 community-
based public and private programs to offer
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services to victims of crime, including crisis
intervention, counseling, guidance, legal ad-
vocacy, and transportation shelters;

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
provides assistance and monetary support to
over 4,000,000 victims of crime each year;

Whereas the Crime Victims Fund estab-
lished under the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
provides direct services to victims of sexual
assault, domestic violence, child abuse, sur-
vivors of homicide victims, elderly victims
of abuse or neglect, victims of drunk drivers,
and other such crimes;

Whereas in 2008, with financial support
from the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, State
crime victim compensation programs paid a
total of $432,000,000 to 151,643 victims of vio-
lent crime;

Whereas since the establishment of the
Crime Victims Fund in 1984, non-taxpayer of-
fender-generated funds deposited into the
Crime Victims Fund have been used to pro-
vide almost $7,500,000,000 to State crime vic-
tim assistance programs and State crime
victim compensation programs;

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
also supports services to victims of Federal
crimes, by providing funds for victims and
witness coordinators in United States Attor-
neys’ offices, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion victim-assistance specialists, and the
Federal Victim Notification System; and

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
also supports important improvements in
the victim services field through grants for
training and technical assistance and evi-
dence-based demonstration projects: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes—

(1) the 25th anniversary of the enactment
of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C.
10601 et seq.); and

(2) the substantial contributions to the
Crime Victims Fund made through the
criminal prosecutions conducted by United
States Attorneys’ offices and other compo-
nents of the Department of Justice.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN
CATASTROPHE CAUSED BY THE
JANUARY 12, 2010, EARTHQUAKE
IN HAITI

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 392 submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 392) expressing the
sense of the Senate on the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe caused by the January 12, 2010
earthquake in Haiti.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tions or debate, and that any state-
ments related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
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