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House of Representatives

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 6, 2009,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning-hour
debate.

————
DUAL PROCUREMENT OF TANKERS

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS) for 2 minutes.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama.
you, Madam Speaker.

I rise today to talk about what I
think is the most important issue in
America, and that is jobs, specifically
something that this administration
can do quickly to help alleviate our
jobs problem. Many people in this
country recognize that there has been
a debate in Congress for the last few
years about how to replace our aging
tanker fleet in the Air Force. We have
tankers that are over 50 years old and
need to be replaced now. We have had a
competition for the contract to replace
those tankers ongoing for years that
has been nothing but bureaucratic.

What I would like to urge the Presi-
dent to do is instruct his Defense De-
partment to consider something that
our late colleague Mr. Murtha sup-
ported, and that was dual procurement
of these tankers. We can take the two
major prime contractors, Boeing and
Northrop Grumman, and allow both of
them to proceed with tanker produc-
tion to do a couple things: One, to im-
mediately have an injection of jobs
into the country, a bigger injection
than we would have had by sole source
procurement, but also we would more
rapidly then get the fleet of tankers re-
placed.

Under the current construct, it would
take 40 years. I don’t think anybody

Thank

wants the warfighter to be having to
fly 80- and 90-year-old tankers. I under-
stand that the Air Force would need its
procurement budget plussed up because
they currently are expecting only to be
able to afford 15 tankers per year. I
think the President could take some of
the stimulus funds, which were osten-
sibly to be used for job creation, move
that to the Air Force’s budget so that
we could, instead of having 15 per year,
have 24 per year, which would allow
each company to produce 12 tankers
per year.

This would create an immediate in-
flux of new jobs not just in the tanker
procurement, but also in the sur-
rounding supplier industries and in the
communities. This would be an eco-
nomic engine in the various States
that this production would take place.
It would be good for the warfighter,
good for our economy, good for Amer-
ican jobs. The President ought to do it.

Mr. President, it is about jobs. I urge
you to focus on this issue.

———

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CONGRESSIONAL PAY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ED-
WARDS of Maryland). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Arizona
(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK) for 56 minutes.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona.
Madam Speaker, every day this coun-
try is falling deeper in debt. Today we
owe more than $12.4 trillion, and by
2016 our debt could be as much as $20
trillion. After more than a decade of
mistakes and neglect by both parties,
Washington can no longer afford to ig-
nore this issue.

It is time for Congress to get serious
about getting Federal spending under
control. We should start with our own
salaries. Today I am introducing the
Taking Responsibility for Congres-
sional Pay Act, which will cut pay for
Members of the House and the Senate
by 5 percent. This would be the first

salary reduction for Members since
April 1, 1933, in the heart of the Great
Depression.

Restoring fiscal discipline in Wash-
ington will require some difficult deci-
sions, and every agency has to do their
part. Congress needs to lead by exam-
ple to get the job done by taking ac-
tion, and not just by making speeches.
With this change we are fighting to
change the culture in Washington and
beginning to make the tough choices it
takes to cut waste and find savings. It
will be an important step toward bring-
ing back real fiscal responsibility.

We are facing historic challenges. It
will take historic action to address
them. I urge my colleagues to join me
in acknowledging the problem and tak-
ing responsibility for fixing it.

———
EXPORTS PROMOTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. LARSEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam
Speaker, trade creates jobs. In my
home State of Washington, one in
three jobs is dependent on foreign
trade. So as Congress continues to
focus on ways to create jobs, we must
help American businesses export their
products and services.

This weekend I will travel to my own
district to visit companies who have
partnered with Federal programs to in-
crease exports and create jobs. Western
Chemical, for instance, a small busi-
ness in Ferndale, is a leader in fish
health products and biosecurity sup-
plies. It recently received $500,000 in fi-
nancing from the Export-Import Bank.
By utilizing the Ex-Im Bank, Western
Chemical is able to maintain cash flow,
export their products, and protect the
jobs at their Ferndale location.

Exports drive Washington State’s
economy, accounting for over 30 per-
cent of economic growth over the past
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decade in our State, and contributing
to almost half of the new jobs created
over the past 30 years in our State. So
the recent establishment of the Na-
tional Export Initiative, setting a goal
to double U.S. exports in the next 5
years, is a step in the right direction.
By finally utilizing the resources from
the Department of Agriculture, the
U.S. Trade Rep’s office, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Ex-Im Bank,
and the Department of Energy, the ad-
ministration has made it a priority to
help farmers and small businesses in-
crease their exports and create 2 mil-
lion new jobs here at home.

Now, we in Congress must provide
the resources to help them do just
that. First, we should support the ef-
fort to hire trade experts to serve as
advocates for U.S. companies and as-
sist the more than 23,000 American
companies who are trading to begin or
grow their export sales in 2011.

However, we must not forget that the
engine that drives our economy is
small business, and that over the last
two decades small- and medium-sized
businesses have accounted for almost
65 percent of new jobs created here in
the U.S. Last year I introduced legisla-
tion that directs the Department of
Commerce to assist these SMEs in ex-
porting their products, particularly to
developing economies like China. From
2000 to 2007, Washington State exports
to China grew by 406 percent. This cre-
ated jobs in sectors likes transpor-
tation equipment, crop production, and
even processed foods. I know that the
U.S. Trade Rep’s office has launched an
initiative specifically aimed at increas-
ing exports by small- and medium-sized
firms here in the U.S. I stand ready to
help.

Lastly, our farmers will benefit as
well. For every $1 billion in ag exports,
9,000 jobs are created, and $1.4 billion in
economic activity is generated. Our
farmers, our small business owners
want to export their products and serv-
ices. They want to create jobs here in
the United States. I am urging my col-
leagues to help them do this by sup-
porting the National Export Initiative,
which will in turn create jobs and
launch us on a path towards long-term
economic growth.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 42
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
[ 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. MARKEY of Colorado) at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

Chaplain John Beaver, National
Chaplain of the American Legion, Mo-
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bile, Alabama, offered the following
prayer:

Our Lord God, we give You our praise
for being so faithful and trustworthy.
We give You our gratitude for dis-
playing to us Your awesome presence
in a very powerful way. We ask for
Your wisdom to be given to each con-
gressman and congresswoman in their
deliberations today. Give them a com-
passionate heart, humility and discern-
ment, and may we sense a unity
through Your unfailing love.

We pray for the men and women in
our military. Shield them from all dan-
gers and give them the assurance of
Your guidance and strength so that
they may safely return home to their
loved ones. Give comfort to our wound-
ed warriors in body, mind, and spirit.
Comfort those who are now grieving
the loss of their loved ones.

Bless all our veterans and military
organizations who serve from their
hearts. Strengthen us in heart, mind,
and spirit as we serve You, our God,
and our beloved Nation. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PoE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Hawaii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE), the whole
number of the House is 432.

——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, March 1, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC 20515

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the

permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
Monday, March 1, 2010 at 2:15 p.m., and said
to contain a message from the President
whereby he transmits a report to the Con-
gress regarding the National Emergency
with respect to Zimbabwe.

March 2, 2010

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
ZIMBABWE—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111-96)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the actions and
policies of certain members of the Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe and other per-
sons to undermine Zimbabwe’s demo-
cratic processes or institutions is to
continue in effect beyond March 6, 2010.
The crisis constituted by the actions
and policies of certain members of the
Government of Zimbabwe and other
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s
democratic processes or institutions
has not been resolved. These actions
and policies continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in
force the sanctions to respond to this
threat.
BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 26, 2010.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 1, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
Monday, March 1, 2010 at 2:15 p.m., and said
to contain a message from the President
whereby he transmits a message to the Con-
gress regarding a proposed Constitution for
the United States Virgin Islands.
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