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increase this fiscal year’s deficit by
$430 billion under the pretense that it
will get our economy back on track
and create millions of jobs—and yes,
there is a Santa Claus. Thank you very
much.

Over 2 years, $858 billion in total has
been financed with money borrowed, in
good part, from China to pay for an ex-
tension of the stimulus tax cuts with a
new twist—the money will be stolen
from the Social Security Trust Fund
and a large dose of Bush era trickle-
down tax cuts, with new breaks for
States over $10 million.

Last week, the Democratic Caucus
spoke almost unanimously against
this—and this week, under pressure
from the White House and the Repub-
lican leader of the Senate, it appears
our leadership is attempting to avoid
our wishes and bring this bill forward
without major changes. It will be a dis-
aster for the American people. It is a
bad deal for taxpayers, people who are
unemployed and our kids and
grandkids.

————
YUCCA MOUNTAIN RESTORATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, last week, my home
State of South Carolina, along with
Washington State and the National As-
sociation of Utility Regulators, headed
by Commissioner David Wright, scored
a victory in the battle for the Yucca
Mountain project. A Federal court
ruled in favor of a plan to continue the
nuclear repository.

The President’s decision to abandon
this project was editorially condemned
as ‘‘breathtakingly irresponsible” as
billions of dollars have already been
spent to fund it. Utility customers of
South Carolina have invested over $1.2
billion. The action also poses a secu-
rity risk at dozens of nuclear waste dis-
posal sites across the country. It
means that vast amounts of nuclear
waste will sit idle at the Savannah
River site. This is unacceptable.

Nuclear energy is clean energy. It
has provided my home State over 50
percent of our electrical power for over
30 years, and it is an important part of
our Nation’s energy resources.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th. My sympathies to the family of
George Campsen of the Isle of Palms,
South Carolina.

——
CORPORATE AMERICA AND FOR-
EIGN ENTITIES INFLUENCING
ELECTIONS

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam
Speaker, nearly 1 year ago, the Su-
preme Court issued a ruling which
drastically changed the electoral sys-
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tem in America for the worse. The
court’s decision to confer the rights of
individuals on corporations has altered
the political landscape in a way that
allows unprecedented, unlimited and
undisclosed corporate spending that
cannot be matched by private citizens.

The 2010 election cycle was the most
expensive in our Nation’s history, cost-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars and
misinforming millions of Americans
along the way. Allowing corporate
America, as well as foreign companies,
to spend unlimited amounts of money
in U.S. elections is in direct contradic-
tion to the health of our democracy
and to the principles our country was
founded on. There is already too much
money in politics, and this decision
only makes things worse.

This year, my friends on the other
side of the aisle watched as Democrats
took the brunt of this undisclosed cor-
porate spending. But I promise you, in
the future, you, too, will feel its lash.
This is not good for our democracy,
and I urge a legislative solution.

——————

BANDITS, KINDERGARTEN AND
BORDER PATROL

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I
bring you news from the third front—
the war zone that is our southern bor-
der with Mexico.

Violent behavior is reaching new
lows in the Mexican border town of
Juarez. Armed attackers busted into a
kindergarten school and set it on fire.

Why?

Well, the criminal drug cartels found
out the teachers in Juarez got a Christ-
mas bonus, so they set up a new extor-
tion racket. These outlaw banditos de-
manded a protection fee from the
teachers to keep their students safe.
When the teachers didn’t pay up,
armed attackers broke into the school
and set it on fire.

Juarez is the most violent city in all
of Mexico, and the violent cartels are
bringing the war to the United States.
Just last night, Border Patrol Agent
Brian Terry was murdered by bandits
in the border town of Rio Rico, Ari-
zona. Our wide open borders are facili-
tating violence on both sides of the
border war zone. Meanwhile, the ad-
ministration just whistles past the
graveyard.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

CANDY FOR THE WEALTHIEST
AMERICANS

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker,
this week, the Senate and the House
will be asked to vote on a package of
tax extenders and other provisions that
will provide great benefits for many
hardworking American families and for
low-income people. Unfortunately, this
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comes at a very high price to the
American people and to the national
debt.

We are being asked by Republican
leaders in the Senate to give benefits
to the very wealthiest Americans, in-
cluding an estate tax provision that
will benefit only 6,600 families—the
wealthiest families in America.

This is like going to the hospital
with a serious illness and having the
doctor say to you, I'm going to give
you $250,000 worth of care that’s really
going to help you; but in order to get
it, you’re going to have to eat $100,000
worth of candy that’s going to do noth-
ing for you but add a lot of weight
down the road—to our national debt
and to our children and grandchildren.

This is a bad deal for the American
people, and I hope my colleagues will
reject it.

——

HONORING SILVER STAR RECIPI-
ENT CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER
TWO MARK ROLAND

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, the Army’s third
highest award for combat valor is the
Silver Star. Today, it is my honor to
praise a Silver Star recipient from my
district in State College, Pennsylvania,
Chief Warrant Officer Two Mark Ro-
land.

In August at Fort Bragg, he received
the award for gallantry in action
against an enemy of the United States
from Lieutenant General John F.
Mulholland, commander of the TU.S.
Army Special Operations Command at
Bragg. The award comes from the
President of the United States.

While serving as the Intelligence Ser-
geant for a Special Forces Operational
Detachment at Firebase Ripley in Af-
ghanistan, Roland cleared and de-
stroyed enemy fighters at close range,
rescuing eight Afghan soldiers and
leading the actions of the detachment’s
split team to a battlefield victory.

The citation reads that Roland dis-
tinguished himself by inspiring those
around him to extraordinary collective
valor. His personal courage and com-
mitment to mission accomplishment in
a combat zone, under extreme cir-
cumstances, greatly contributed to
mission success.

Roland and all of the other service-
members serving in Iraq and Afghani-
stan deserve our praise and our grati-
tude for daily risking their lives for
freedom. A Silver Star is our Nation’s
token of our greater thanks.

————

VOTING ON THE PRESIDENT’S TAX
PROPOSAL

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, we will
probably be voting on the President’s
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tax proposal this week—a very difficult
vote. I really don’t know how I'm going
to vote.

On the one hand, I see the benefit of
getting timely temporary and targeted
relief to people, which helps the econ-
omy with unemployment compensa-
tion, unemployment compensation
that is most needed for the people of
the purple hearts of this Bush reces-
sion.

On the other hand, I see the money
going to the upper 2 percent—the mil-
lionaires and billionaires—who will get
$700 billion over 10 years, which will
put a deficit on our children and grand-
children for years to come—something
we can’t afford. When it comes time to
affording it on reckoning day, it’s
going to hurt people getting Social Se-
curity, Medicare and Medicaid, and
that’s something I can’t see.

The estate tax will benefit 6,600 fami-
lies, to the tune of $25 billion, and I see
that as wrong, too; but I understand
the need to stimulate the economy and
to get middle class tax cuts to the peo-
ple earning less than $250,000.

I ask my constituents to contact me
at www.Cohen.house.gov. Let me know
what you think.

————
O 1020
VIRGINIA OBAMACARE RULING

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, earlier
this week, a Federal judge in Virginia
acted to defend the American people
from an unconstitutional mandate to
purchase health insurance. It really
shouldn’t be a surprise that a Federal
judge recognized what many of us
noted months ago: the Constitution
does not give Congress and the Presi-
dent the right to force Americans to
purchase a particular good or service.

Instead of finding ways to bring down
the cost of insurance so that anybody
can afford at least basic coverage,
ObamaCare puts the Federal Govern-
ment squarely in charge of the health
care industry and then makes every
American participate. The government
defines what insurance is, what it does,
what it covers and doesn’t cover, and
then forces you to buy it. Even with
this unconstitutional mandate, health
care costs will rise faster because of
ObamaCare.

The next Congress will act to repeal
this mandate and all the other bad
ideas in ObamaCare because we, too,
have a responsibility to protect the
Constitution of the United States.

———
TAX CUT PROPOSAL

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I,
along with many of my Democratic
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colleagues, continue to fight for eco-
nomic priorities for middle class Amer-
icans and for provisions that will cre-
ate jobs and grow the economy. How-
ever, the tax proposal announced by
the President calls for sharp dif-
ferences in the policies and priorities
of the Democratic and Republican par-
ties.

For instance, the Democrats con-
tinue to fight to maintain tax cuts on
incomes up to $250,000 per couple and
$200,000 per individual, while Repub-
licans continue to demand tax cuts for
all incomes, including millionaires and
billionaires.

The Democrats also strongly support
the extension of unemployment bene-
fits to help out-of-work Americans
make it through the recession, while
the Republicans are willing to hold the
middle class and the unemployed hos-
tage to benefit the wealthy.

The Democrats are championing the
needs of low-income families by fight-
ing to extend the child tax credit and
the earned income tax credit. In addi-
tion, we are fighting to continue the
college tuition tax credit to help stu-
dents or working class families afford
college.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support a tax cut proposal
that will benefit our working class
families and grow the economy.

———

EXTENDING THE TAX CUTS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of extending tax cuts
to American families and businesses.

This week, we have a choice. Con-
gress can continue the campaign poli-
tics of the past year or Republicans
and Democrats can set aside their talk-
ing points and get something done for
the American people. I support the lat-
ter.

In my district, families are putting
together their budgets and trying to
make ends meet under difficult times.
Small businesses are trying to make
hiring decisions for next year. Family
farmers are scared of losing their oper-
ations due to a looming bump in the es-
tate tax, their inability to pass the
farms on to their children.

In this struggling, fragile economic
recovery, we cannot afford to let this
happen. After months of partisan grid-
lock, it’s time for Members of this
House to listen to the American people
and prevent their taxes from going up
on January 1.

Delay is not an option. I call on the
Congress to send the commonsense
compromise, that is a compromise—
that means by its very nature we have
things that we like and things we dis-
like in the package—before us and send
it to the President’s desk, and then we
must get serious about addressing and
putting our Nation’s fiscal house in
order, which is job number one.
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AIR FORCE TANKER

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, I rise
to alert my colleagues to a very impor-
tant job creation issue that resides po-
tentially in the defense authorization
bill that may come to the floor.

We have the opportunity to do some-
thing right for the American worker
and the American taxpayer by insist-
ing that in the competition for the new
Air Force tanker that we take into
consideration the illegal subsidies that
have benefited so extraordinarily the
Airbus competitor for the tanker con-
tract. It is absolutely imperative that
at this moment when we are struggling
to create jobs in this country that we
take into consideration in this com-
petition the fact that our competitors
in Europe have received over $5 billion
of illegal subsidies, and we have to in-
sist the Pentagon take that into con-
sideration.

For those that share my view, I hope
you will join me in a letter to make
sure that an amendment we passed will
become part of the defense authoriza-
tion bill. It is the only way to make
sure that we keep these jobs in Amer-
ica and build a U.S. Air Force tanker.

EXTENDING THE TAX CUTS

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. I rise to support the
tax compromise that will be coming to
the floor for a vote this week.

I represent the State that has the
highest unemployment rate in the
country. In my district, almost one in
five people that I represent, 20 percent,
are unemployed. The extension of those
unemployment benefits is critical to
the survival of thousands of the fami-
lies that call Las Vegas home.

In addition to that, I represent a
working class town. People think of
Las Vegas as glitz and glitter, but it’s
glitzy and glittery because of all the
working men and women that call Las
Vegas home. I represent waiters and
waitresses and busboys and Keno run-
ners and cocktail waitresses and valet
parkers and showgirls. They’re all mid-
dle-income wage earners, and to extend
that middle-income tax cut is critical
to them.

The alternative minimum tax exten-
sion is important to 33,000 Las Vegans
that will be ensnared by that alter-
native minimum tax if we don’t pass it.
The earned income tax credit, the mar-
riage penalty tax credit, the child care
tax credit, for the people I represent, so
many of them single women with chil-
dren and working, they need this child
care tax credit.

Let’s all vote for it.
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