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today, which is causing many busi-
nesses across the country either to lay
off or not to hire people.

Mr. Speaker, we need to empower
America. We need to quit entitling
America.

——
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE REFORM

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I am on the floor tonight to request
that President Obama include in to-
morrow’s discussion at the health care
summit the issue of medical mal-
practice reform and defensive medi-
cine—the kind of reform that will re-
lieve Kansan families and business
owners from facing higher health in-
surance premiums. We have to reduce
health care costs, and this is a com-
monsense way to do so. If we do not
control those costs, then any reform ef-
fort will fail, as the cost of health care
and, therefore, the cost of insurance
will increase.

Defensive medicine, where doctors
order every possible test under the sun
for fear of being sued, costs us more
than $650 billion each year, or 26 per-
cent of our annual health care spend-
ing. These costs increase insurance pre-
miums for doctors, and health care ex-
penses simply get shifted to the pa-
tients.

Mr. President, if you are serious
about improving patient care and
about reducing costs, add medical mal-
practice reform to the agenda at your
health care summit tomorrow.

————
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CORRUPTION IN AFGHANISTAN
THREATENS OUR TROOPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the
United States is reaching a bleak mile-
stone in Afghanistan. The death toll
for our troops is now 996, or it was
when this paper was written. It is inev-
itable that we will reach the 1,000
mark. How much further are we going
to go in this?

Under these circumstances the Amer-
ican people have the right to demand
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that the Afghan Government do every-
thing it can to stop violent extremism
in their country and to keep our troops
safe. So far the Afghan Government
has not lived up to its responsibilities.

Our Ambassador in Afghanistan, Karl
Eikenberry, wrote a cable to the State
Department in November in which he
said that President Karzai ‘‘is not an
adequate strategic partner’” and ‘‘con-
tinues to shun responsibility for any
sovereign burden, whether defense,
governance, or development.”” He also
wrote that when it comes to corrup-
tion, Karzai has a record of ‘‘inaction
and grudging compliance.”

This is outrageous, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause this government corruption un-
dermines our very efforts in Afghani-
stan and puts our troops at risk.

When the Afghan people see the cor-
ruption in their government, they ask,
and they should ask, Why should we
help the Americans defeat the Taliban
when our government isn’t any better
than the Taliban?

The Washington Post just recently,
well, yesterday, I think, revealed a de-
plorable example of the Afghan Gov-
ernment’s shady dealings. It was Mon-
day that the article came out. It was
written by Andrew Higgins and enti-
tled ‘“Kabul Bank’s Sherkhan Farnood
Feeds Crony Capitalism in Afghani-
stan.” The article described the cozy
relationship between the Afghan polit-
ical elite and the Kabul Bank. The Af-
ghan Government has poured tens of
millions of dollars of public money into
that bank. At the same time, the bank
has made shady multimillion dollar
loans to members of President Karzai’s
family, his government, and his sup-
porters to buy luxury villas in Dubai.
The article calls this ‘‘a crony cap-
italism that enriches politically con-
nected insiders and dismays the Afghan
people.”

President Karzai’s older brother and
his former Vice President both have
Dubai villas, but they’re registered
under the name of Sherkhan Farnood,
the chairman of the bank. Presumably
this is done to hide the goodies that
the political big shots have gotten. The
bank has plenty of money, including
more than $1 billion in deposits from
Afghans. But ‘‘the vast majority of this
money flows into the hands of a tiny
minority, some of it through kickbacks
and insider deals’”—that’s from the ar-
ticle—for the country’s political, secu-
rity, and business elites.

The bank also helped pay for Presi-
dent Karzai’s recent reelection cam-
paign, which was filled with charges of
fraud. The bank’s support for Karzai
wasn’t surprising. Why should it be?
The bank is partly owned by Karzai’s
older brother and the brother of his
vice presidential running marte.

And at a time when most Afghans are
desperately poor, the Kabul Bank is
spending $30 million to build a fancy
new headquarters.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
have a right to ask, Is this what our
soldiers are dying for? Is this what
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we’re spending tens of billions of our
tax dollars for? So that well-connected
elites in Afghanistan can enjoy luxury
villas in Dubai?

We cannot allow this to continue. I
have been demanding that we change
our mission in Afghanistan to focus on
SMART Security for a long time now.
One of the cornerstones of SMART Se-
curity is an emphasis on better govern-
ance. Improving governance in Afghan-
istan is just as important, Mr. Speaker,
as any military operation. Actually,
it’s more important.

That’s why President Obama must
insist that President Karzai and his
cronies clean up their act and do it
quickly. Without honest government,
we will never defeat violent extremism
in Afghanistan and the death toll for
our troops will not stop.

———

RECOGNIZING KANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY’S PROUD CAMPAIGN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise this evening to recognize Kansas
State University’s Proud campaign. K-
State Proud was founded in the fall of
2006 as an effort for students to help
other students. This year’s event will
be celebrated this Saturday, February
27, during the Missouri-Kansas State
men’s basketball game. This is a great
concept that reflects our Kansas values
of family, community, and steward-
ship.

There are many people who take col-
lege experience for granted. Leaving
home to pursue an education is not a
given for many families. Certain
amounts of financial, emotional, and
spiritual support are needed to ensure
a student’s success. Sometimes bad
things happen and students’ families
fall on hard times. And it’s heart-
breaking to see a student’s dreams and
hard work jeopardized by events be-
yond their control.

The K-State Proud campaign was
started in an effort to keep these strug-
gling students in school. It was started
by students, for students. Students
continue to organize, plan, and execute
K-State Proud’s activities. This year’s
co-chairs are Anna Zeiger, Reed
Pankratz, and Robert Swift. That is
what makes this effort so unique.
There are no benefactors or trust funds
paying an annuity that funds the tui-
tion or living expenses for a struggling
student. This program allows these
kids to collect money from their peers
and to distribute to those most in need.
As a society, we should take a step
back and look at what K-State Proud
has accomplished. They have had a
genuine compassion for complete
strangers. They do more than pay lip
service to the concept of charity. They
put their money where their mouth is.

For a $10 donation, the donor re-
ceives a K-State Proud t-shirt to be
worn for the designated K-State bas-
ketball game. Special thanks should be
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given to GTM for donating the t-shirts
and Cox Communications for their gen-
erous support. A quarter of a million
dollars raised by K-State Proud over
the course of 3-plus years emphasizes
the enormous impact this campaign
has had on K-State’s student body. The
results are real and undeniable.

K-State Proud allowed a student
whose hometown of Greensburg, Kan-
sas, which was destroyed by a tornado,
to stay in school despite the enormous
loss of life and property. K-State Proud
provided support to a cancer survivor
that would otherwise have had a dif-
ficult time completing a college de-
gree. K-State Proud provides these fi-
nancial awards while also providing the
recipients with an emotional boost to
overcome their struggles. Money is a
necessity, but knowing that someone
recognizes your pain and is there to
support you is very powerful as well.
This sense of community, that we’re
all in this together, has made K-State
Proud a huge success. Some peobple
worry about the future of our country.
When I see the K-State Proud move-
ment at work, I realize that there is a
new crop of compassionate, principled
leaders preparing themselves to better
our State and our Nation.

K-State Proud has become a model
for other universities searching for a
way to unite their student bodies and
communities. People familiar with K-
State know how special this university
is. It is only fitting that the rest of this
country learns how special it is as well.
I urge you to tune in to the basketball
game this Saturday and witness this
student body’s commitment to each
other.

I have used the word ‘‘proud” many
times in these remarks. I'm the proud
father of two current K-State students.
I'm proud to be associated with such
great ambassadors for our State. And
I'm proud to be a Kansan. In this case
I’'m proud to be a K-State Kansan.

————

WOMEN FARMERS BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Equality for Women
Farmers Act, a bill Congresswoman
ANNA EsHOO of California and I have
introduced. It aims to close an ugly
chapter in our history and end a sys-
tematic legacy of discrimination at the
Department of Agriculture.

Our bill provides a process for women
farmers who have experienced discrimi-
nation to make claims against a com-
pensation fund appropriated by the
Congress. It requires USDA to institute
the much-needed reforms that will end
this shameful gender discrimination in
their loan system forever.

According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, there are approximately
300,000 women farm operators across
the United States, which is over 17 per-
cent of the family farmer population.
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This is by far the largest group of mi-
nority farmers in the country, and
their numbers are growing. And yet
new census data recently revealed that
women farmers have been consistently
underreported by USDA over the past
15 years. Worse, it is estimated 43,000
women farmers have been
discriminatorily denied more than $4.6
billion in farm loans and loan services
from the USDA over the years. In fact,
by USDA’s own reckoning, women have
seen less than their fair share of loans
in every single State in the country.

Like male farmers, tens of thousands
of women have gone to local offices of
the Farm Security Administration
over the years to file loan applications
and ask for this government’s help in
sustaining their family farms. But
there the differences often end. Many
women have been told that money or
applications had run out even though
men seem to be finding them with no
trouble at all. Others were told to re-
turn to the loan office with their fa-
thers or husbands or brothers so that
the men could file the applications on
their behalf. Still others were told that
“farming is not for women’ or saw
their applications filed in the trash
right before their eyes. Some were even
subjected to crude and horrible ad-
vances by loan administrators who de-
manded a sexual quid pro quo in return
for approving their loans. This is sim-
ply not right. It is beneath us and it
must end.

To his credit, Secretary Vilsack has
initiated a task force to look into these
and similar civil rights issues at
USDA, but we also need to move here
in the Congress and quickly, if nothing
else so that these women can get the
resources that they now need to pre-
serve their family farms in this trou-
bling economy.

Unfortunately, this subject of dis-
crimination by USDA loan and credit
officers is not a new one. In fact, only
2 years ago Congress was so moved by
the lengthy history of discrimination
and long-pending lawsuits brought by
minority and socially disadvantaged
farmers that we addressed the situa-
tion in the 2008 farm bill. That provi-
sion urged the Bush administration to
settle those discrimination lawsuits
brought by women and other minority
farmers.

Just last week the Obama adminis-
tration announced that it had reached
an agreement to settle the remaining
claims for African-American farmers
who experienced similar discrimina-
tion. While I applaud the administra-
tion for recognizing the need to settle
these important claims, I am dismayed
that they did not come forth with a
more comprehensive proposal to settle
claims for women, Hispanic, and Native
American farmers who have suffered
similar prejudice.

It’s time for us to own up to the mis-
treatment of women and other minor-
ity farmers as well. They have had to
deal with needless, mindless discrimi-
nation as they have tried to preserve
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their family farms. This Congress
should grant them the compensation
and the damages they are due.

What would the bill do? It establishes
a compensation fund of $4.6 billion for
these farmers. It sets up a Special Mas-
ter in the Federal Mediation and Con-
ciliation Service to process, review,
and adjudicate their claims. The Spe-
cial Master will award eligible claim-
ants who were denied loan applications
or whose applications were not acted
upon $5,000 in damages.

For eligible claimants who were de-
nied farm loans, loan benefits, or loan
servicing, whose damages are presum-
ably greater than those denied applica-
tions, the Special Master may also
award additional damages based upon
the application of a formula described
in the legislation.
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For those who will seek to apply for
loans and loan management in the fu-
ture, the legislation will ensure that
their requests are finally considered
equally with all others. This is a mat-
ter of fundamental fairness. And action
cannot come soon enough for these
women who have suffered under these
discriminatory practices. So please
join me in being part of this solution.
We can help make whole these women
who have suffered so much, and we can
make USDA a better resource for our
nation’s family farmers for generations
to come, regardless of their gender,
race or origin.

From our earliest days, the small
family farm has been considered the
bedrock of this nation, the font of its
virtue and its citizenship. ‘“Those who
labor in the earth are the chosen peo-
ple of God,” wrote Thomas Jefferson,
““if ever He had a chosen people.” Our
Founding Fathers strongly believed
our government should be there to help
America’s family farmers, not to un-
dermine them at every turn.

As such, it is time to do right by all
of these family farmers that have been
discriminated against in our past and
present. And I invite my colleagues to
join with us to reach a solution to set-
tle these discriminatory claims. It is
time to live up to our founding prin-
ciples, to do right by our family farm-
ers no matter what their race or sex,
and to legislate an end to this unfortu-
nate and regrettable era.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

THE ABSURDITY OF STIMULUS
PROJECTS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.
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