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SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE
TOM REED, OF NEW YORK, AS A
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

Mr. KING of New York. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the gentleman from New York, the
Honorable ToM REED, be permitted to
take the oath of office today.

His certificate of election has not ar-
rived, but there is no contest and no
question has been raised with regard to
his election.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. Will Representative-
elect REED and the members of the New
York delegation present themselves in
the well.

Mr. REED appeared at the bar of the
House and took the oath of office, as
follows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
you will support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that
you will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same; that you take this obliga-
tion freely, without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion; and
that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which
you are about to enter, so help you
God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you
are now a Member of the 111th Con-
gress.

———

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE TOM
REED TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from New York is recog-
nized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. KING of New York. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

I can’t imagine an any more delicate
moment to be sworn into Congress
than when 434 Members are looking to
leave, but if anyone is prepared for it,
it is ToOM REED.

ToM REED is well prepared to be in
the House of Representatives. He was
raised with 11 other children. He knows
what turbulence is all about, and he is
extremely, extremely well qualified. He
is a former practicing attorney, a busi-
nessman, a mayor, and an absolutely
dedicated man in his community. He is
a good friend of all of ours and of Amo
Houghton’s.

He is here today with his wife, Jean,
and with his children, Will and Au-
tumn—beautiful children, a beautiful
family.

Without any further adieu, I am real-
ly proud and privileged to present to
you the newest Congressman from the
State of New York, Mayor ToM REED.

Mr. REED. I thank you, Madam
Speaker, for welcoming me to this
Chamber, and thank you, Congressman
KiNaG, for introducing me to the House.

I would like to thank my wife, Jean;
my children, Autumn and Will; and my

family and friends. Without them, I
would not be here.

I would also like to look to Heaven
and hope my mother and father are
proud and will guide me and us in this
new endeavor.

As we begin this journey, the time
for talk has come and gone. The cam-
paigns are over, and the American peo-
ple have spoken. Now is the time for
service.

And though we may have our dif-
ferences, let us invoke the spirit of
those who stood in this very Chamber
to solve the perils of our Nation’s past
and, through our vigorous debate, com-
plete our work so our Nation will rise
to a greatness not yet seen on the face
of the Earth. Our debate should always
be dynamic, and while we may disagree
at times, we shall at all times conduct
ourselves with humility and civility to-
ward all.

Though we may appear on occasion
to be rivals in this Chamber, I pledge
to you and let us always remember and
pledge to each other that we are for-
ever countrymen, who proudly swear
allegiance to our flag and will forever
stand united against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic, so help us God.

Finally, it is with great pride that I
join this institution thanks to the peo-
ple of New York’s 29th Congressional
District. Over the last 2 years, I have
heard your concerns, and I will rep-
resent you with all my heart, all my
mind, and all my soul. I promise to
serve you with dignity and dedication
as we restore the opportunity for suc-
cess that every American deserves.

Thank you, and I am so proud to call
each and every one of you friends and
colleagues.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath to the gentleman from
New York, the whole number of the
House is 435.

———

SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
DEGETTE). Without objection, 5-minute
voting will continue.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3774) to extend the deadline for
Social Services Block Grant expendi-
tures of supplemental funds appro-
priated following disasters occurring in
2008, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
McCDERMOTT) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 366, nays 40,
not voting 28, as follows:
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Lee (NY)
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