
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7512 November 17, 2010 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 

minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey, RUSH D. HOLT. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlelady from California. 

I rise to express strong support for 
House Resolution 1677, offered by Mr. 
MANZULLO, and I rise to denounce the 
flawed, undemocratic election that 
took place in Burma earlier this 
month. For nearly half a century now, 
the liberties of the Burmese people 
have been held hostage by successive 
military rulers. The regime refused to 
honor the results of open elections held 
in recent decades and then forced the 
acceptance of a new, illegitimate con-
stitution in a sham referendum. Last 
week, the junta once again chose to 
disregard the will of the Burmese peo-
ple by staging a fraudulent election. 

When I first visited Burma decades 
ago, I learned what a difference a mis-
guided regime could make. Burma had 
been a vibrant country known as the 
‘‘rice bowl of Asia.’’ Burma had had a 
rich history, fertile land, abundant re-
sources, and a productive population. 
In the years following the coup in the 
early 1960s, the authoritarian regime 
impoverished a nation and brutalized a 
people. The generals have rejected the 
choices of the Burmese citizens, im-
prisoned or killed political dissidents, 
and failed to address humanitarian suf-
fering caused by their own mismanage-
ment and by tragic natural disasters. 
The United States has a duty to stand 
firmly against the military’s human 
rights abuses and to work for justice, 
reconciliation, and the rule of law in 
Burma. 

I join with those around the world 
celebrating the recent release from 
house arrest of Nobel Peace Prize Lau-
reate Aung San Suu Kyi, who has led 
the nonviolent struggle for democratic 
reforms in Burma, at great personal 
sacrifice, for over three decades. The 
outpouring of support and affection for 
her is a clear signal that the spirit of 
liberty endures among the Burmese 
people. Yet we must be mindful of his-
tory’s lessons. The military junta will 
not tolerate actions that threaten its 
iron grip on power. That is why the 
United States must continue to pres-
sure the regime to end its repressive 
practices and to accept an immediate 
transition toward a more democratic 
government that respects human 
rights and respects the aspirations of 
the Burmese people. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

b 1800 
Mr. MANZULLO. I yield back the 

balance of my time. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker I have no 

further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HEINRICH). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 1677, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE PERSIAN 
GULF WAR 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1672) commemorating 
the Persian Gulf War and reaffirming 
the commitment of the United States 
towards Persian Gulf War veterans, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1672 
Whereas, on August 2, 1990, Iraq invaded 

the State of Kuwait, thereby initiating the 
Persian Gulf War; 

Whereas in the months following Iraq’s in-
vasion and occupation of Kuwait, the United 
Nations Security Council adopted 11 resolu-
tions that, inter alia, demanded that Iraq 
unconditionally withdraw from Kuwait and 
imposed economic sanctions and other pres-
sure against Saddam Hussein’s dictatorship 
in Iraq; 

Whereas on November 29, 1990, the United 
Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 
678, which authorized United Nations Mem-
ber States to use all necessary means to up-
hold Resolution 660 (1990), which demanded 
that Iraq unconditionally withdraw from Ku-
wait; 

Whereas on January 12, 1991, the United 
States Congress authorized the United 
States Armed Forces to help the State of Ku-
wait defend itself against the Iraqi invasion; 

Whereas the Armed Forces of the United 
States, joined by coalition partners, over-
whelmed the enemy in a short, decisive mili-
tary campaign of less than 30 days; 

Whereas the hostilities ended in a cease- 
fire declared by President George H.W. Bush 
on February 28, 1991, one hundred hours after 
the ground campaign began; 

Whereas during the Persian Gulf War, ap-
proximately 694,550 members of the United 
States Armed Forces served in-theater along 
with the forces of over 30 other members of 
the United Nations; 

Whereas casualties of the United States 
during the Persian Gulf War included 383 
dead (of whom 148 were battle deaths), and 
more than 467 wounded; 

Whereas approximately 2,225,000 American 
men and women served worldwide in the 
Armed Forces during the entire Gulf War 
era; 

Whereas approximately 174,000 veterans 
suffer from illnesses related to service dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War, including Gulf War 
Veterans’ Illnesses; 

Whereas Congress notes the Institute of 
Medicine’s report, ‘‘Gulf War and Health’’, 
released on April 9, 2010; encourages the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs task force to 
identify recommendations from this report 
to better treat illnesses related to service 
during the Persian Gulf War, including Gulf 
War Veterans’ Illnesses; and reaffirms the 
commitment of the United States towards 
Persian Gulf War veterans; 

Whereas since the end of the Persian Gulf 
War era, an average of more than 2,000 mem-
bers of the United States Armed Forces have 
served annually in Kuwait to defend the 
State of Kuwait against external aggression, 
and to promote regional peace; 

Whereas in addition to their participation 
in the Gulf War to liberate Kuwait, United 
States service members have maintained a 
significant military presence in the Gulf for 
decades and played a key role in defending 
United States interests and allies in the Gulf 
region; and 

Whereas beginning in August 2010, various 
ceremonies are being planned in the United 
States to commemorate the 20th anniversary 
of the Persian Gulf War and to honor all Per-
sian Gulf War veterans: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the historical importance of 
the 20th anniversary of the Persian Gulf 
War, which began on August 2, 1990; 

(2) honors the noble service and sacrifice of 
the United States Armed Forces and the 
armed forces of allied countries that served 
in the Persian Gulf since 1990 to the present; 

(3) encourages all Americans to participate 
in commemorative activities to pay solemn 
tribute to, and to never forget, the veterans 
of the Persian Gulf War; 

(4) calls upon the President to issue a proc-
lamation recognizing the 20th anniversary of 
the Persian Gulf War; and 

(5) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to peace and prosperity in the 
Persian Gulf region. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. MANZULLO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 
1672, which commemorates the Persian 
Gulf War of 1991 and reaffirms the com-
mitment of the United States to the 
well-being of Persian Gulf War vet-
erans. 

More than 20 years ago, on August 2, 
1990, Saddam Hussein ordered his army 
into Kuwait, starting a crisis that 
would lead to war. Although some pre-
dicted that Iraq’s incursion would be 
limited, within hours Iraqi forces had 
seized downtown Kuwait City and were 
headed south toward the Saudi Arabian 
border, occupying all of Kuwait along 
the way. What followed was the largest 
build-up of American forces since the 
Vietnam War. Within a short period, 
members of the 82nd Airborne Division, 
as well as 300 combat aircraft, were 
headed for Saudi Arabia. By the end of 
September 1990, there were nearly 
200,000 American personnel in Saudi 
Arabia ready to repel an Iraqi attack. 
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Realizing the magnitude of Iraq’s in-

vasion, the President ordered addi-
tional soldiers to the Persian Gulf. 
During that period, an international 
coalition was formed, with more than 
30 nations joining the effort to repel 
Iraqi aggression. On November 29, the 
U.N. Security Council passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the use of force if Iraq 
did not withdraw from Kuwait by Janu-
ary 15; and on the morning of January 
16, 1991, allied forces began the first 
phase of Operation Desert Storm. After 
a 38-day air campaign, Operation 
Desert Sabre, a massive ground attack, 
was launched by American and coali-
tion forces into both Iraq and Kuwait. 
One hundred hours after the ground 
campaign began, the President de-
clared a cease-fire. 

Mr. Speaker, our men and women in 
uniform did win that war. Their brav-
ery in battle liberated a country and 
defended our friends from Saddam Hus-
sein’s aggression. We recall with spe-
cial appreciation the 383 men and 
women who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
and the 467 who were wounded, as well 
as the thousands of veterans who, to 
this day, suffer from illnesses related 
to their Gulf War service. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us 
recognizes the historical importance of 
the 20th anniversary of the Persian 
Gulf War. It honors the noble service 
and sacrifice of the United States 
Armed Forces that have served in the 
Persian Gulf during that war and since, 
and it encourages all Americans to par-
ticipate in commemorative activities 
to pay tribute to the veterans of the 
Persian Gulf War. It also calls upon the 
President to issue a proclamation rec-
ognizing the war’s 20th anniversary and 
reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to peace and prosperity 
in the Persian Gulf region. I strongly 
support this resolution, and I encour-
age all of my colleagues to do as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MANZULLO. I rise in support of 
the resolution and yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, 20 years ago, on August 
2, 1990, Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi regime 
invaded and occupied nearby Kuwait. 
In response, the United States stood 
firmly against this act of aggression 
and led a strong coalition of respon-
sible nations in making clear that 
Saddam’s actions would not be toler-
ated. As a result of U.S. leadership, the 
U.N. Security Council adopted almost a 
dozen separate resolutions that, among 
other things, demanded that Iraq un-
conditionally withdraw from Kuwait 
and increased economic sanctions and 
other pressure against Saddam’s dicta-
torship. 

On November 29, 1990, the U.N. Secu-
rity Council authorized the use of all 
necessary means to compel Iraq’s with-
drawal from Kuwait. Congress voted on 
January 12, 1991, to authorize Amer-
ica’s Armed Forces to enforce the U.N. 
Security Council’s resolutions with re-
spect to Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, when called to action, 
our men and women in uniform, almost 
700,000 of whom served in the theater, 
fulfilled their mission in an exemplary 
manner with valor and honor. Joined 
by our coalition partners, the U.S. 
military overwhelmed Saddam’s forces 
and drove them out of Kuwait in a de-
cisive campaign that lasted fewer than 
30 days. Sadly, during the Gulf War, 383 
Americans made the ultimate sacrifice, 
giving their lives in service to our Na-
tion, and more than 460 others were 
wounded. 

Among those who died was a young 
flight surgeon from Rochelle, Illinois, 
by the name of Dr. Koritz, when his jet 
aircraft was shot down. Further, over 
170,000 returning veterans of the Gulf 
War have suffered from serious health 
problems. 

In 2001, I authored the Persian Gulf 
War Illness Compensation Act to make 
sure that our veterans receive com-
pensation from illnesses as a result of 
Gulf War syndrome. This legislation 
garnered the support of more than half 
the House of Representatives, and it 
was later signed into law by the Presi-
dent of the United States. It was 
thanks to the loving dedication of 
Donna Steele, the widow of Gulf War 
veteran Dan Steele from Freeport, Illi-
nois, that helped me understand the 
devastating nature of Gulf War syn-
drome. 

Mr. Speaker, as we commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the Gulf War, we 
must honor the service and sacrifice 
made by servicemembers and veterans. 
Further, we must reaffirm our deter-
mination to ensure peace and stability 
in the gulf region which is a key U.S. 
interest. Accordingly, I am proud to 
support House Resolution 1672 and 
thank my friend from Maine (Mr. 
MICHAUD) for introducing this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Maine, 
MICHAEL MICHAUD. 

Mr. MICHAUD. I thank the gentle-
lady for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of House Resolution 1672, a 
measure I have introduced to com-
memorate the Persian Gulf War and re-
affirm our Nation’s commitment to the 
veterans who served in it. A cease-fire 
was declared by President George Bush 
on February 28, 1991, 100 hours after the 
ground campaign began. 

b 1810 

Yet, this war is far from over for the 
veterans who served so courageously in 
the gulf. In fact, an estimated 174,000 
still suffer from Gulf War illness, in-
cluding Gulf War syndrome. These vet-
erans and their families must now 
wage a campaign of a different sort 
within the VA system. 

This includes my constituent, 
Michelle Comeau, of Dixfield, Maine, 
who was exposed to toxic sarin gas as a 
member of the Army National Guard. 
This led to unbearable migraines that 

have since rendered her 100 percent dis-
abled. In addition, her two daughters 
were subsequently born with rare birth 
defects, and have since developed 
symptoms similar to their mother. 

Sadly, Michelle and many other vet-
erans and their families across the 
country continue to suffer. Not enough 
is known about these illnesses, includ-
ing whether or not it can be passed 
from one generation to the next. Be-
cause of this, it is critical that VA con-
tinues its research efforts on illnesses 
of Gulf War veterans. 

This resolution we consider today 
commemorates the Gulf War and hon-
ors the noble service and sacrifice of 
veterans who served there. So it is also 
fitting that Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee Ranking Member STEVE BUYER 
is here today to speak on behalf of this 
resolution. 

In addition to being a Persian Gulf 
veteran himself, Congressman BUYER 
began his career as a Member of Con-
gress by leading efforts to create a na-
tional Persian Gulf War veterans reg-
istry. This important program was set 
up to provide a comprehensive physical 
exam and to track the special health 
concerns of veterans who served in the 
gulf. 

I want to thank Congressman BUYER 
for his service to this great Nation of 
ours, but also thank him for his serv-
ice, his time here in Congress, which I 
enjoyed working with him on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me 
today in supporting House Resolution 
1672, to encourage all Americans to re-
member and pay tribute to those vet-
erans, and to let them know that their 
struggles and sacrifices will never be 
forgotten. 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
real honor and privilege to yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER). He is 
the ranking member of the Committee 
on Veterans Affairs. He and I are class-
mates. We trained in school together to 
run as Members of Congress. He is a 
dear, dear friend. Our offices are on the 
same hall. Unfortunately, he is going 
to be leaving Congress this year. 

Mr. BUYER. I thank the gentleman 
from Illinois, and I also thank you for 
your friendship and your personal 
counsel over the years. Likewise, I am 
so pleased that your wife continues to 
do well. 

And to my friend, MIKE MICHAUD, 
MIKE—if I may have the latitude to ad-
dress him by his first name, Mr. Speak-
er. 

I don’t mean to be nostalgic here for 
the moment, but I think when Mem-
bers look back, they really don’t re-
member all the difficult and chal-
lenging moments, they remember the 
things that really bring joy to their 
life. And one of the joys that I have in 
life is getting the opportunity to meet 
some real genuine people. And that’s 
what MIKE MICHAUD of Maine is. 

You are a genuine human being and 
it is your nature, it is your character, 
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it is your moral compass, the reason I 
use the word ‘‘genuine.’’ You are truly 
one of the individuals that I will miss 
when I look back at Congress. I really 
will, MIKE. 

I only wish your conference had made 
you chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, I really do, because you 
and I could have done a lot of great 
things together. 

In reality, the unwritten history will 
be the success of the committee oc-
curred not by your current chairman, 
but because of the work-around solu-
tions that we were able to do, by you 
and I working together, with STEPH-
ANIE HERSETH and the Sergeant Major 
and VIC SNYDER. So history may not 
credit you, Mr. MICHAUD, for all the 
things you’ve done, but I’m going to 
stand on the floor and let everybody 
know all the great things that you 
have done for veterans in this country, 
and I am very proud of you. So as I 
stand here and I think of not only my-
self, but I think about my colleagues, I 
want to make sure that you deserve 
the full measure. 

When I think about over 20 years ago, 
frankly, Saddam Hussein was pretty 
stupid. He decided to take seven of his 
Iraqi divisions and he invaded Kuwait. 
He committed incredible atrocities 
upon the people of Kuwait, and raped 
and pillaged the city of Kuwait City. 

And when the President then imme-
diately sent the 101st and the 82nd Air-
borne divisions as a blocking force to 
then protect Saudi Arabia, they had to 
build up the logistics of Saudi Arabia 
itself and activate reservists. Not since 
World War II had there been such a de-
ployment, not only of the air, but of 
the sea and the activation of the Guard 
and reserve and bringing Seventh Corps 
out of Europe. 

You see, Saddam Hussein decided to 
pick a fight, and he also then took on 
the United States at a time when the 
United States was its strongest. We 
had completed the Reagan build-up. 
Reagan built up our forces. A lot of 
good judgments were made back in the 
latter part of the 1970s and 1980s. Les 
Aspin, then the chairman of the com-
mittee, even though he made some pol-
icy changes with regard to how soldiers 
were going to be paid, and those pay 
issues got resolved later, in the latter 
part of the 1990s, Les Aspin, and then 
the Democrat control of the Armed 
Services Committee, though, worked 
then with Ronald Reagan and built up 
our force. And that was about standing 
down the Soviet Union. So as we then 
stood down the Soviet Union, we had a 
military that was extraordinarily pow-
erful. And Saddam Hussein took on 
America at a time when we were the 
most powerful. 

Now, with regard to our combat expe-
rience, the combat experience for the 
Gulf War was truly also of value, in 
that our senior level leadership, the 
senior NCOs, the First Sergeants, the 
Sergeants Major, the Colonels, the 
General Officer Corps, the Admirals, 
they were Vietnam veterans. So as we 

went into Operations Desert Shield/ 
Desert Storm, the leadership in that 
war, they said, well, we know what 
happened during Vietnam, and they al-
ways prided themselves that if they 
ever got themselves in another fight 
they were going to do things dif-
ferently. So there was going to be no 
such thing as rotation. That’s what 
happened in Vietnam. 

So when we arrived in theater in the 
first Gulf War, duration was the theme, 
not rotation, meaning we will be here 
so long as it’s necessary to throw Sad-
dam Hussein out of Kuwait. As it turns 
out it was 100 days. That was a 100-day 
ground war. What isn’t counted, 
though, is everything that it took to 
pull off a 100-day ground war. 

Bringing out so many of the guards-
men and reservists was extraordinary. 
What was amazing about all this is 
that that type of a call-up of all the 
guardsmen and reservists to then sup-
port the active elements actually was 
bringing America to the war. When you 
pull out a teacher, you pull out some-
one who leads the church choir, you 
pull out someone who is the butcher 
and the baker and you then send them 
to war, you’re bringing America to 
war. And America really at the time 
was a little shocked. 

I mean, some of us, for myself the 
call-up was in 3 days. I got a notice and 
I was gone in 3 days. And it was a pret-
ty extraordinary moment, not only in 
my life but in a lot of people’s lives. 

When I think back at all of this, I 
really compliment the extraordinary 
leadership, not only of then Dick Che-
ney, but also of Colin Powell and Nor-
man Schwarzkopf. But I also look back 
with great pride of the men and women 
in theater. I believe that the active 
duty, of whom had always sort of 
looked down and chastised the reserve 
components, had new respect for the 
reserve components. And I look back at 
the Persian Gulf War, it was a defining 
moment, I think, at the time for our 
country. 

b 1820 

With regard to the veterans, Mr. 
MICHAUD, you are absolutely correct. 
With a number in excess of 170,000, 
when you think of the number of those 
of us that actually went—I don’t know 
the exact number, probably around 
700,000 of us that went—that is a very 
large percentage that have some form 
of an illness. 

I was pretty startled by all this. I do 
recall what it took to sort of expose 
that some bad things had happened; 
the fact that we had blown up one of 
the Army depots that contained some 
mustard and sarin gas, and that plume 
was so large that it went over tens of 
thousands of not only our own troops, 
including myself, but also about 10,000 
of the U.K. And to think that the DOD 
was not forthcoming with that infor-
mation to our veterans for a long time 
is very disturbing. 

I do recall, when I got home I did not 
have the physical strength to even run 

down to the end of the lane. That is 
only about 1,000 feet. And here I am, 30 
years old, physically fit, come back 
from war and I don’t have the physical 
capacity. Something had happened to 
me, and I didn’t know what it was. I do 
recall that my wife wanted me to go 
down to the VA or to go to the doctor, 
and I refused to do it. I refused to do it 
because, I said, Joni, if I go, they’re 
just going to say it’s in my head. I 
made it up. It’s not real. Yet some-
thing had happened to my body. 

When I then came to Congress, I can 
assure you when I look back at it, and 
all of us know when you run for Con-
gress it takes about a year and it takes 
a lot out of you physically, and I was 
very sick during that 1 year when I 
first ran for Congress. When I got here, 
I decided that I had to accept and get 
out of the denial mode and step for-
ward and provide voice to a lot of my 
comrades, and that is what I chose to 
do. 

It is very difficult, especially all of 
us as public figures, to be willing to 
step forward and put a face, especially 
your own, on something like that. But 
I chose to do that. I remember working 
not only with the gentleman from Illi-
nois but also Joe Kennedy at the time. 
That is one of the first things I learned 
about politics, too. When you take 
someone like Joe Kennedy and you 
marry him up with STEVE BUYER, when 
we brought something to the floor, no-
body voted against it. 

So the things we were able to do by 
opening the VA to make sure that 
these veterans got their access to 
health care, then creating the com-
pensation for undiagnosed illnesses, 
that was pretty radical. But we knew 
that something wrong had happened, 
and we wanted to make sure that our 
compassion was real, so let’s make sure 
we take care of the families. And that 
is exactly what we sought to do. 

I want to congratulate the gentleman 
for bringing this resolution. We have 
moved on to the second Gulf War, and 
now we are beginning to complete Iraq 
and we are still in Afghanistan. It is al-
most as though we have forgotten what 
happened to the veterans in the first 
Gulf War, and so many of them con-
tinue to suffer from these physical ail-
ments. So when you take a moment 
like this, you are really saying unto 
the American people, ‘‘Hey, we’ve still 
got some concerns. We still have some 
very real challenges out there.’’ And as 
I leave, I know that my comrades are 
in good hands. 

So I want to thank all of you for sup-
porting the VA and for supporting my 
comrades. They were there for us and 
you remember, and for that I am for-
ever grateful. Thank you and God-
speed. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H. Res. 1672, a resolution recog-
nizing the 20th anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Persian Gulf War and reaffirming the com-
mitment of the United States towards Gulf War 
veterans. 
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This resolution rightly recognizes the suf-

fering and the needs of Persian Gulf War vet-
erans who continue to suffer from Gulf War 
Veterans’ Illness, GWI, without an adequate 
treatment or a cure. One in four of those who 
served in the first Gulf War experience mul-
tiple concurrent symptoms including memory 
and concentration problems, chronic head-
aches, widespread pain and gastrointestinal 
problems as a result of neurotoxic exposures 
during their Gulf War deployment. Research 
also shows that Gulf War veterans suffer from 
Lou Gehrig’s disease at double the rate of 
their non-deployed peers. There is still no ef-
fective treatment for these veterans. 

A groundbreaking report issued by the Con-
gressionally commissioned VA Research Advi-
sory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Ill-
nesses entitled, ‘‘Gulf War Illness and the 
Health of Gulf War Veterans’’ identified two 
definite causes of the disease and a handful 
of other likely causes: exposure to pesticides 
and a drug given to troops to protect them 
from nerve gas. 

The National Academy of Sciences’ Institute 
of Medicine, IOM, released a groundbreaking 
report on Gulf War health in April, acknowl-
edging that over 250,000 Gulf War veterans 
suffer from a chronic multisymptom illness that 
it is not due to psychiatric causes. Perhaps 
most importantly, the report recognizes the 
need for national research program that is 
likely to succeed in identifying treatments for 
GWI that will also benefit other U.S. military 
forces. 

For the past several years, I have led a bi-
partisan effort to support the Gulf War Vet-
erans’ Illness Research Program within the 
Department of Defense’s Congressionally Di-
rected Medical Research Program. The pro-
gram was awarded $8 million in fiscal year, 
FY, 2010 and is critical following the Veteran’s 
Administrations’ decision this year to revisit re-
jected claims for Gulf War Veterans who have 
attempted to access treatment for the illness 
linked to their service. The research coming 
out of this program is among the most prom-
ising in the world for these veterans. We can 
and must do better than to forget the perma-
nent sacrifices they have made. We must not 
rest until we identify treatments for them and 
ensure the exposures that caused the ill-
nesses are not duplicated. 

I urge my colleagues to continue this bipar-
tisan effort as the FY 2011 Defense Appro-
priations bill and support funding for the Gulf 
War Veterans’ Illness Research Program. We 
owe it to Gulf War veterans and all members 
of our Armed Forces to find a treatment. 

Mr. MANZULLO. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1672, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
1722, TELEWORK ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2010 
Mr. ARCURI, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 111–657) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1721) providing for consideration 
of the Senate amendment to the bill 
(H.R. 1722) to require the head of each 
executive agency to establish and im-
plement a policy under which employ-
ees shall be authorized to telework, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 500TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BIRTH OF ANDREA 
PALLADIO 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 259) 
recognizing the 500th anniversary of 
the birth of Italian architect Andrea 
Palladio. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 259 

Whereas 2008 was the 500th anniversary of 
the birth year of the Italian architect An-
drea Palladio; 

Whereas Andrea Palladio was born Andrea 
di Pietro in Padua on November 30, 1508; 

Whereas Palladio, born of humble origins, 
apprenticed as a stonemason in his early life; 

Whereas under the patronage of Count 
Giangiorgio Trissino (1478–1550), Palladio 
studied architecture, engineering, topog-
raphy, and military science in his mid- 
twenties; 

Whereas in 1540, Count Trissino renamed 
him ‘‘Palladio’’, a reference to the wisdom of 
Pallas Athena, as well as the Italian form of 
the name of the Roman writer of the fourth 
century, Rutilius Taurus Aemilianus 
Palladius; 

Whereas Palladio’s designs for public 
works, churches, mansions, and villas rank 
among the most outstanding architectural 
achievements of the Italian Renaissance; 

Whereas Palladio’s surviving buildings are 
collectively included in the UNESCO World 
Heritage List; 

Whereas Palladio’s treatise, ‘‘The Four 
Books of Architecture’’, ranks as the most 
influential publication on architecture ever 
produced and has shaped much of the archi-
tectural image of Western civilization; 

Whereas ‘‘The Four Books of Architec-
ture’’ has served as a primary source for 
classical design for many architects and 
builders in the United States from colonial 
times to the present; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson called 
Palladio’s ‘‘The Four Books of Architecture’’ 
the ‘‘Bible’’ for architectural practice, and 
employed Palladio’s principles in estab-
lishing lasting standards for public architec-
ture in the United States and in con-
structing his own masterpiece, Monticello; 

Whereas our Nation’s most iconic build-
ings, including the United States Capitol 
Building and the White House, reflect the in-
fluence of Palladio’s architecture through 
the Anglo-Palladian movement, which flour-
ished in the 18th century; 

Whereas Palladio’s pioneering reconstruc-
tion and restoration drawings of ancient 

Roman temples in ‘‘The Four Books of Ar-
chitecture’’ provided inspiration for many of 
the great American classical edifices of the 
19th and 20th centuries, in the period known 
as the American Renaissance; 

Whereas the American Renaissance 
marked the high point of the classical tradi-
tion and enriched the United States from 
coast to coast with countless architectural 
works of timeless dignity and beauty, includ-
ing the John A. Wilson Building, the seat of 
government of the District of Columbia; 

Whereas the American architectural monu-
ments inspired both directly and indirectly 
by the writings, illustrations, and designs of 
Palladio form a proud and priceless part of 
our Nation’s cultural heritage; and 

Whereas organizations, educational insti-
tutions, governmental agencies, and many 
other entities have been celebrating this spe-
cial 500-year anniversary, including the 
Italian National Committee for Andrea 
Palladio 500, the Centro Internazionale di 
Studi di Architettura Andrea Palladio, the 
Palladium Musicum, Inc., the Istituto 
Italiano di Cultura, and the Institute of Clas-
sical Architecture and Classical America, as 
well as other Italian and Italian American 
cultural organizations, such as the Italian 
Heritage and Culture Committee of New 
York, Inc., and the Italian Cultural Society 
of Washington, DC, Inc., with a wide variety 
of public programs, publications, symposia, 
proclamation ceremonies, and salutes to the 
genius and legacy of Palladio: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes the 500th anniversary of An-
drea Palladio’s birth year; 

(2) recognizes his tremendous influence on 
architecture in the United States; and 

(3) expresses its gratitude for the enhance-
ment his life and career has bestowed upon 
the Nation’s built environment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. MANZULLO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this legislation, and I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

This resolution marks the 500th anni-
versary of the birth of noted Italian ar-
chitect Andrea Palladio. 

Born Andrea di Pietro in Padua on 
November 30, 1508, Palladio was widely 
acclaimed as the leading architect of 
the Italian Renaissance. 

Best known for his villas, churches, 
and public buildings, Palladio incor-
porated many traditional architectural 
elements of ancient Rome in his work 
to become the favorite architect of Ve-
netian high society. 

Palladio’s treatise, ‘‘The Four Books 
of the Architecture,’’ canonized what 
was to become known as the Palladian 
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