7

September 29, 2010

the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BOU-
CHER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 1132.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
O 2030
VETERANS’ BENEFITS ACT OF 2010

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R.
3219) to amend title 38, United States
Code, to make certain improvements in
the laws administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs relating to insur-
ance and health care, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendments
is as follows:

Senate amendments:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘““Veterans’ Benefits Act of 2010”°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States
Code.

TITLE I—EMPLOYMENT, SMALL BUSINESS,
AND EDUCATION MATTERS

Sec. 101. Extension and expansion of authority
for certain qualifying work-study
activities for purposes of the edu-
cational assistance programs of
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Reauthorization of Veterans’ Advisory
Committee on Education.

18-month period for training of new
disabled veterans’ outreach pro-
gram specialists and local vet-
erans’ employment representatives
by National Veterans’ Employ-
ment and Training Services Insti-
tute.

Clarification of responsibility of Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to
verify small business ownership.

Demonstration project for referral of
USERRA claims against Federal
agencies to the Office of Special
Counsel.

Veterans Energy-Related Employment

Program.

Tillman Veterans’

Initiative.

TITLE II—HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

MATTERS

Sec. 201. Reauthorization of appropriations for
Homeless Veterans Reintegration
Program.

Sec. 202. Homeless women veterans and home-
less veterans with children re-
integration grant program.

Sec. 203. Specially Adapted Housing assistive
technology grant program.

Sec. 204. Waiver of housing loan fee for certain
veterans with service-connected
disabilities called to active service.

TITLE I[II—SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL
RELIEF ACT MATTERS

Sec. 301. Residential and motor vehicle leases.

Sec. 302. Termination of telephone service con-
tracts.

Sec. 102.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107. Pat Scholarship
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Sec. 303. Enforcement by the Attorney General
and by private right of action.
TITLE IV—INSURANCE MATTERS

401. Increase in amount of supplemental
insurance for totally disabled vet-
erans.

402. Permanent extension of duration of
Servicemembers’ Group Life In-
surance coverage for totally dis-
abled veterans.

Adjustment of coverage of dependents
under Servicemembers’ Group Life
Insurance.

Opportunity to increase amount of
Veterans’ Group Life Insurance.

Elimination of reduction in amount of
accelerated death benefit for ter-
minally-ill persons insured under
Servicemembers’ Group Life In-
surance and Veterans’ Group Life
Insurance.

Consideration of loss of dominant
hand in prescription of schedule
of severity of traumatic injury
under Servicemembers’ Group Life
Insurance.

Enhancement of veterans’
life insurance.

Expansion of individuals qualifying
for retroactive benefits from trau-
matic injury protection coverage
under Servicemembers’ Group Life
Insurance.

TITLE V—BURIAL AND CEMETERY

MATTERS

501. Increase in certain burial and funeral
benefits and plot allowances for
veterans.

502. Interment in national cemeteries of
parents of certain deceased vet-
erans.

Sec. 503. Reports on selection of new national

cemeteries.
TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND PENSION

Sec. 601. Enhancement of disability compensa-
tion for certain disabled veterans
with difficulties using prostheses
and disabled veterans in need of
regular aid and attendance for re-
siduals of traumatic brain injury.

Cost-of-living increase for temporary
dependency and indemnity com-
pensation payable for surviving
spouses with dependent children
under the age of 18.

Payment of dependency and indem-
nity compensation to survivors of
former prisoners of war who died
on or before September 30, 1999.

Ezxclusion of certain amounts from
consideration as income for pur-
poses of veterans pension benefits.

Commencement of period of payment
of original awards of compensa-
tion for veterans retired or sepa-
rated from the uniformed services
for catastrophic disability.

Applicability of limitation to pension
payable to certain children of vet-
erans of a period of war.

Extension of reduced pension for cer-
tain veterans covered by Medicaid
plans for services furnished by
nursing facilities.

Codification of 2009 cost-of-living ad-
justment in rates of pension for
disabled wveterans and surviving
spouses and children.

TITLE VII—EMPLOYMENT AND REEM-

PLOYMENT RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF
THE UNIFORMED SERVICES

Sec. 701. Clarification that USERRA prohibits
wage discrimination against mem-
bers of the Armed Forces.

Sec. 702. Clarification of the definition of ‘‘suc-
cessor in interest’’.

Sec. 703. Technical amendments.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 403.

Sec. 404.

Sec. 405.

Sec. 406.

Sec. 407. mortgage

Sec. 408.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 602.

Sec. 603.

Sec. 604.

Sec. 605.

Sec. 606.

Sec. 607.

Sec. 608.
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TITLE VIII—BENEFITS MATTERS

801. Increase in number of wveterans for
which programs of independent
living services and assistance may
be initiated.

Payment of unpaid balances of De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
guaranteed loans.

Eligibility of disabled veterans and
members of the Armed Forces with
severe burn injuries for auto-
mobiles and adaptive equipment.

Enhancement of automobile assistance
allowance for veterans.

National Academies review of best
treatments for chronic multisymp-
tom illness in Persian Gulf War
veterans.

Extension and modification of Na-
tional Academy of Sciences re-
views and evaluations on illness
and service in Persian Gulf War
and Post-9/11 Global Operations
Theaters.

Extension of authority for regional of-
fice in Republic of the Phil-
ippines.

Extension of an annual report on eq-
uitable relief.

Authority for the performance of med-
ical disability examinations by
contract physicians.

TITLE IX—AUTHORIZATION OF MEDICAL
FACILITY PROJECTS AND MAJOR MED-
ICAL FACILITY LEASES

Sec. 901. Authorization of fiscal year 2011 major

medical facility leases.

Sec. 902. Modification of authorization amount
for major medical facility con-
struction project previously au-
thorized for the Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
New Orleans, Louisiana.

903. Modification of authorization amount
for major medical facility con-
struction project previously au-
thoriced for the Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
Long Beach, California.

904. Authorization of appropriations.

905. Requirement that bid savings on major
medical facility projects of De-
partment of Veterans Affairs be
used for other major medical facil-
ity construction projects of the
Department.

TITLE X—OTHER MATTERS

1001. Technical corrections.

1002. Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act compli-
ance.

2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38 UNITED

STATES CODE.

Ezxcept as otherwise expressly provided, when-
ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or a repeal
of, a section or other provision, the reference
shall be considered to be made to a section or
other provision of title 38, United States Code.
TITLE I—EMPLOYMENT, SMALL BUSINESS,

AND EDUCATION MATTERS
SEC. 101. EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF AU-
THORITY FOR CERTAIN QUALIFYING
WORK-STUDY ACTIVITIES FOR PUR-
POSES OF THE EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) EXTENSION.—Paragraph (4) of section
3485(a) is amended by striking ‘‘June 30, 2010’
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘June 30,
2013".

(b) ACTIVITIES IN STATE VETERANS AGEN-
CIES.—Such paragraph is further amended by
adding at the end the following nmew subpara-
graphs:

‘“(G) Any activity of a State veterans agency
related to providing assistance to veterans in ob-
taining any benefit under the laws administered
by the Secretary or the laws of the State.

Sec.

Sec. 802.

Sec. 803.

804.

Sec.

. 805.

Sec. 806.

Sec. 807.

Sec. 808.

Sec. 809.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

SEC.
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‘““(H) A position working in a Center of Excel-
lence for Veteran Student Success, as estab-
lished pursuant to part T of title VIII of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1161t et
seq.).

“(1) A position working in a cooperative pro-
gram carried out jointly by the Department and
an institution of higher learning.

“(J) Any other veterans-related position in an
institution of higher learning.”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (b) shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

SEC. 102. REAUTHORIZATION OF VETERANS’ AD-
VISORY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

Section 3692(c) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2009 and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2013".

SEC. 103. 18-MONTH PERIOD FOR TRAINING OF
NEW DISABLED VETERANS’ OUT-
REACH PROGRAM SPECIALISTS AND
LOCAL VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT
REPRESENTATIVES BY NATIONAL
VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING SERVICES INSTITUTE.

(a) 18-MONTH PERIOD.—Section 4102A(c)(8)(4)
is amended by striking ‘‘three-year period’ and
inserting ‘‘18-month period’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) APPLICABILITY TO NEW EMPLOYEES.—The
amendment made by subsection (a) shall apply
with respect to a State employee assigned to per-
form the duties of a disabled veterans’ outreach
program specialist or a local veterans’ employ-
ment representative under chapter 41 of title 38,
United States Code, who is so assigned on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) APPLICABILITY TO PREVIOUSLY-HIRED EM-
PLOYEES.—In the case of such a State employee
who is so assigned on or after January 1, 2006,
and before the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Labor shall require the State to
require, as a condition of a grant or contract
under which funds are made available to the
State in order to carry out section 4103A or 4104
of title 38, United States Code, each such em-
ployee to satisfactorily complete the training de-
scribed in section 4102A(c)(8)(A) of such title by
not later than the date that is 18 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 104. CLARIFICATION OF RESPONSIBILITY OF
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
TO VERIFY SMALL BUSINESS OWNER-
SHIP.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited
as the ‘““‘Veterans Small Business Verification
Act”.

(b) CLARIFICATION OF RESPONSIBILITY OF SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO VERIFY SMALL
BUSINESS OWNERSHIP.—

(1) CLARIFICATION.—Section 8127(f) is amend-
ed—

(4) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by inserting ““(A)”’ before “To be eligible’’;

(ii) by inserting after ‘“‘or the veteran.” the
following new sentence: ‘‘Application for inclu-
sion in the database shall constitute permission
under section 552a of title 5 (commonly referred
to as the Privacy Act) for the Secretary to access
such personal information maintained by the
Secretary as may be necessary to verify the in-
formation contained in the application.”’; and

(iii) by inserting after the sentence added by
clause (ii) the following new subparagraph:

‘““(B) If the Secretary receives an application
for inclusion in the database from an individual
whose status as a veteran cannot be verified be-
cause the Secretary does not maintain informa-
tion with respect to the veteran status of the in-
dividual, the Secretary may mnot include the
small business concern owned and controlled by
the individual in the database maintained by
the Secretary until the Secretary receives such
information as may be necessary to verify that
the individual is a veteran.”’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting
the following new paragraph (4):

‘““(4) No small business concern may be listed
in the database until the Secretary has verified
that—
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““(A) the small business concern is owned and
controlled by veterans; and

“(B) in the case of a small business concern
for which the person who owns and controls the
concern indicates that the person is a veteran
with a service-connected disability, that the per-
son is a veteran with a service-connected dis-
ability.”.

(2) APPLICABILITY.—In the case of a small
business concern included in the database as of
the date of the enactment of this Act for which,
as of such date, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs has not verified the status of such concern
in accordance with paragraph (4) of subsection
(f) of section 8127 of title 38, United States Code,
as amended by paragraph (1), not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall notify the person who owns
and controls the concern that—

(A) the Secretary is required to verify the sta-
tus of the concern in accordance with such
paragraph, as so amended;

(B) wverification of such status shall require
that the person who owns and controls the con-
cern apply for inclusion in the database in ac-
cordance with such subsection, as so amended;

(C) application for inclusion in the database
shall constitute permission under section 552a of
title 5, United States Code (commonly referred to
as the Privacy Act), for the Secretary to access
such personal information maintained by the
Secretary as may be necessary to verify the in-
formation contained in the application; and

(D) the person who owns and controls the
concern must submit to the Secretary all infor-
mation required by the Secretary under this
paragraph within 90 days of receiving the Sec-
retary’s notice of such requirement or the con-
cern shall be removed from the database.

SEC. 105. DEMONSTRATION PROJECT FOR REFER-
RAL OF USERRA CLAIMS AGAINST
FEDERAL AGENCIES TO THE OFFICE
OF SPECIAL COUNSEL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROJECT.—The Sec-
retary of Labor and the Office of Special Coun-
sel shall carry out a 36-month demonstration
project under which certain claims against Fed-
eral erecutive agencies under chapter 43 of title
38, United States Code, are referred to, or other-
wise received by, the Office of Special Counsel
for assistance, including investigation and reso-
lution of the claim as well as enforcement of
rights with respect to the claim. The demonstra-
tion program shall begin not later than 60 days
after the Comptroller General of the United
States submits the report required under sub-
section (e)(3).

(b) REFERRAL OF ALL PROHIBITED PERSONNEL
PRACTICE CLAIMS TO THE OFFICE OF SPECIAL
COUNSEL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the demonstration
project, the Office of Special Counsel shall re-
ceive and investigate all claims under chapter 43
of title 38, United States Code, with respect to
Federal executive agencies in cases where the
Office of Special Counsel has jurisdiction over
related claims pursuant to section 1212 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) RELATED CLAIMS.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), a related claim is a claim involving
the same Federal executive agency and the same
or similar factual allegations or legal issues as
those being pursued under a claim under chap-
ter 43 of title 38, United States Code.

(¢) REFERRAL OF OTHER CLAIMS AGAINST FED-
ERAL EXECUTIVE AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the demonstration
project, the Secretary—

(A) shall refer to the Office of Special Counsel
all claims described in paragraph (2) made dur-
ing the period of the demonstration project; and

(B) may refer any claim described in para-
graph (2) filed before the demonstration project
that is pending before the Secretary at the be-
ginning of the demonstration project.

(2) CLAIMS DESCRIBED.—A claim described in
this paragraph is a claim under chapter 43 of
title 38, United States Code, against a Federal
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erecutive agency by a claimant with a social se-
curity account number with an odd number as
its terminal digit or, in the case of a claim that
does not contain a social security account num-
ber, a case number assigned to the claim with an
odd number as its terminal digit.

(d) ADMINISTRATION OF DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Special Coun-
sel shall administer the demonstration project.
The Secretary shall cooperate with the Office of
Special Counsel in carrying out the demonstra-
tion project.

(2) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN TERMS IN CHAPTER
43 OF TITLE 38, UNITED STATES CODE.—In the case
of any claim referred to, or otherwise received
by, the Office of Special Counsel under the dem-
onstration project, any reference to the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ in sections 4321, 4322, and 4326 of title
38, United States Code, is deemed to be a ref-
erence to the ‘‘Office of Special Counsel’’.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION.—In the
case of any claim referred to, or otherwise re-
ceived by, the Office of Special Counsel under
the demonstration project, the Office of Special
Counsel shall retain administrative jurisdiction
over the claim.

(e) DATA COMPARABILITY FOR REVIEWING
AGENCY PERFORMANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To facilitate the review of
the relative performance of the Office of Special
Counsel and the Department of Labor during
the demonstration project, the Office of Special
Counsel and the Department of Labor shall
jointly establish methods and procedures to be
used by both the Office and the Department
during the demonstration project. Such methods
and procedures shall include each of the fol-
lowing:

(A) Definitions of performance measures, in-
cluding—

(i) customer satisfaction;

(ii) cost (such as, but not limited to, average
cost per claim);

(iii) timeliness (such as, but not limited to, av-
erage processing time, case age);

(iv) capacity (such as, but not limited to,
staffing levels, education, grade level, training
received, caseload); and

(v) case outcomes.

(B) Definitions of case outcomes.

(C) Data collection methods and timing of col-
lection.

(D) Data quality assurance processes.

(2) JOINT REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Special Counsel and the Secretary
of Labor shall jointly submit to the Committees
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of
Representatives and to the Comptroller General
of the United States a report describing the
methods and procedures established under para-
graph (1).

(3) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—Not later
than 30 days after the date of the submittal of
the report under paragraph (2), the Comptroller
General shall submit to the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the report submitted
under paragraph (2) and may provide rec-
ommendations for improving the methods and
procedures described therein.

(f) AGENCY DATA TO GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT-
ABILITY OFFICE.—The Office of Special Counsel
and the Secretary of Labor shall submit to the
Comptroller General such information and data
about the demonstration project as may be re-
quired by the Comptroller General, from time to
time during the course of the demonstration
project and at the conclusion, in order for the
Comptroller General to assess the reliability of
the demonstration data maintained by both the
Office of Special Counsel and the Department of
Labor and to review the relative performance of
the Office and Department under the dem-
onstration project.

(9) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE RE-
PORT.—The Comptroller General shall review
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the relative performance of the Office of Special
Counsel and the Department of Labor under the
demonstration project and—

(1) not later than one year after the com-
mencement of the demonstration project, and
annually thereafter during the period when the
demonstration project is conducted, submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives an interim re-
port on the demonstration project; and

(2) not later than 90 days after the conclusion
of the demonstration project, submit to such
committees a final report that includes the find-
ings and conclusions of the Comptroller General
regarding the relative performance of the Office
and the Department under the demonstration
project and such recommendations as the Comp-
troller General determines are appropriate.

SEC. 106. VETERANS ENERGY-RELATED EMPLOY-
MENT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROGRAM.—To
encourage the employment of eligible veterans in
the energy industry, the Secretary of Labor, as
part of the Veterans Workforce Investment Pro-
gram, shall carry out a pilot program to be
known as the ‘‘Veterans Energy-Related Em-
ployment Program’. Under the pilot program,
the Secretary shall award competitive grants to
not more than three States for the establishment
and administration of a State program to make
grants to energy employers that provide covered
training, on-job training, apprenticeships, and
certification classes to eligible veterans. Such a
program shall be known as a ‘‘State Energy-Re-
lated Employment Program’.

(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR GRANTS.—To be eligible to
receive a grant under the pilot program, a State
shall submit to the Secretary an application
that includes each of the following:

(1) A proposal for the expenditure of grant
funds to establish and administer a public-pri-
vate partnership program designed to provide
covered training, on-job training, apprentice-
ships, and certification classes to a significant
number of eligible veterans and ensure lasting
and sustainable employment in well-paying jobs
in the energy industry.

(2) Evidence that the State has—

(A) a population of eligible veterans of an ap-
propriate size to carry out the State program;

(B) a robust and diverse energy industry; and

(C) the ability to carry out the State program
described in the proposal under paragraph (1).

(3) Such other information and assurances as
the Secretary may require.

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—A State that is the recipi-
ent of a grant under this section shall use the
grant for the following purposes:

(1) Making grants to energy employers to re-
imburse such employers for the cost of providing
covered training, on-job training, apprentice-
ships, and certification classes to eligible vet-
erans who are first hired by the employer on or
after November 1, 2010.

(2) Conducting outreach to inform energy em-
ployers and veterans, including veterans in
rural areas, of their eligibility or potential eligi-
bility for participation in the State program.

(d) CONDITIONS.—Under the pilot program,
each grant to a State shall be subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:

(1) The State shall repay to the Secretary, on
such date as shall be determined by the Sec-
retary, any amount received under the pilot pro-
gram that is not used for the purposes described
in subsection (c).

(2) The State shall submit to the Secretary, at
such times and containing such information as
the Secretary shall require, reports on the use of
grant funds.

(e) EMPLOYER REQUIREMENTS.—In order to re-
ceive a grant made by a State under the pilot
program, an energy employer shall—

(1) submit to the administrator of the State
Energy-Related Employment Program an appli-
cation that includes—

(A) the rate of pay, during and after training,
for each eligible veteran proposed to be trained
using grant funds;
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(B) the average rate of pay for an individual
employed by the energy employer in a similar
position who is not an eligible veteran; and

(C) such other information and assurances as
the administrator may require; and

(2) agree to submit to the administrator, for
each quarter, a report containing such informa-
tion as the Secretary may specify.

(f) LIMITATION.—None of the funds made
available to an energy employer through a grant
under the pilot program may be used to provide
training of any kind to—

(1) a person who is not an eligible veteran; or

(2) an eligible veteran for whom the employer
has received a grant, credit, or subsidy under
any other provision of law.

(9) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Together with the
report required to be submitted annually under
section 4107(c) of title 38, United States Code,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the pilot program for the year covered by
such report. The report on the pilot program
shall include a detailed description of activities
carried out under this section and an evaluation
of the program.

(h) ADMINISTRATIVE AND REPORTING COSTS.—
Of the amounts appropriated pursuant to the
authorization of appropriations under sub-
section (7), two percent shall be made available
to the Secretary for administrative costs associ-
ated with implementing and evaluating the pilot
program under this section and for preparing
and submitting the report required under sub-
section (f). The Secretary shall determine the
appropriate maximum amount of each grant
awarded under this section that may be used by
the recipient for administrative and reporting
costs.

(i) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered training, on-job train-
ing, apprenticeships, and certification classes’
means training, on-job training, apprentice-
ships, and certification classes that are—

(A) designed to provide the veteran with skills
that are particular to an energy industry and
not directly transferable to employment in an-
other industry; and

(B) approved as provided in paragraph (1) or
(2), as appropriate, of subsection (a) of section
3687 of title 38, United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘eligible veteran’ means a vet-
eran, as that term is defined in section 101(2) of
title 38, United States Code, who is employed by
an energy employer and enrolled or partici-
pating in a covered training, on-job training,
apprenticeship, or certification class.

(3) The term ‘‘energy employer’ means an en-
tity that employs individuals in a trade or busi-
ness in an energy industry.

(4) The term ‘“‘energy industry’ means any of
the following industries:

(A) The energy-efficient building, construc-
tion, or retrofits industry.

(B) The renewable electric power industry, in-
cluding the wind and solar energy industries.

(C) The biofuels industry.

(D) The energy efficiency assessment industry
that serves the residential, commercial, or indus-
trial sectors.

(E) The oil and natural gas industry.

(F) The nuclear industry.

(j) APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the Secretary $1,500,000 for
each of fiscal years 2012 through 2014, for the
purpose of carrying out the pilot program under
this section.

SEC. 107. PAT TILLMAN VETERANS’ SCHOLARSHIP
INITIATIVE.

(a) AVAILABILITY OF SCHOLARSHIP INFORMA-
TION.—By not later than June 1, 2011, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall include on the
Internet website of the Department of Veterans
Affairs a list of organizations that provide
scholarships to veterans and their survivors
and, for each such organization, a link to the
Internet website of the organization.

(b) MAINTENANCE OF SCHOLARSHIP INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
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make reasonable efforts to motify schools and
other appropriate entities of the opportunity to
be included on the Internet website of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs pursuant to sub-
section (a).

TITLE II—HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS
MATTERS

SEC. 201. REAUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS FOR HOMELESS VETERANS
REINTEGRATION PROGRAM.

Section 2021(e)(1)(F) is amended by striking

2009’ and inserting 2011°°.

SEC. 202. HOMELESS WOMEN VETERANS AND
HOMELESS VETERANS WITH CHIL-
DREN REINTEGRATION GRANT PRO-
GRAM.

(a) GRANT PROGRAM.—Chapter 20 is amended
by inserting after section 2021 the following new
section:

“§2021A. Homeless women veterans and home-
less veterans with children reintegration
grant program

““(a) GRANTS.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations provided for such purpose, the
Secretary of Labor shall make grants to pro-
grams and facilities that the Secretary deter-
mines provide dedicated services for homeless
women veterans and homeless veterans with
children.

‘““(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Grants under this sec-
tion shall be used to provide job training, coun-
seling, placement services (including job readi-
ness and literacy and skills training) and child
care services to expedite the reintegration of
homeless women veterans and homeless veterans
with children into the labor force.

““(c) REQUIREMENT TO MONITOR EXPENDI-
TURES OF FUNDS.—(1) The Secretary of Labor
shall collect such information as that Secretary
considers appropriate to monitor and evaluate
the distribution and expenditure of funds appro-
priated to carry out this section. The informa-
tion shall include data with respect to the re-
sults or outcomes of the services provided to
each homeless veteran under this section.

“(2) Information under paragraph (1) shall be
furnished in such form and manner as the Sec-
retary of Labor may specify.

“(d) ADMINISTRATION THROUGH THE ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF LABOR FOR VETERANS’ EM-
PLOYMENT AND TRAINING.—The Secretary of
Labor shall carry out this section through the
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training.

“(e) BIENNIAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The
Secretary of Labor shall include as part of the
report required under section 2021(d) of this title
an evaluation of the grant program under this
section, which shall include an evaluation of
services furnished to veterans under this section
and an analysis of the information collected
under subsection (c).

“(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—(1)
In addition to any amount authoriced to be ap-
propriated to carry out section 2021 of this title,
there is authorized to be appropriated to carry
out this section $1,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2011 through 2015.

““(2) Funds appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion shall remain available until expended.
Funds obligated in any fiscal year to carry out
this section may be expended in that fiscal year
and the succeeding fiscal year.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
2021 the following new item:

2021 A. Homeless women veterans and homeless
veterans with children reintegra-
tion grant program.’’.

SEC. 203. SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING ASSIST-

IVE TECHNOLOGY GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 21 is amended by

adding at the end the following new section:



H7324

“§2108. Specially adapted housing assistive

technology grant program

“(a) AUTHORITY TO MAKE GRANTS.—The Sec-
retary shall make grants to encourage the devel-
opment of mew assistive technologies for spe-
cially adapted housing.

““(b) APPLICATION.—A person or entity seeking
a grant under this section shall submit to the
Secretary an application for the grant in such
form and manner as the Secretary shall specify.

‘““(c) GRANT FUNDS.—(1) Each grant awarded
under this section shall be in an amount of not
more than $200,000 per fiscal year.

““(2) For each fiscal year in which the Sec-
retary makes a grant under this section, the
Secretary shall make the grant by not later than
April 1 of that year.

‘“‘(d) USE OF FUNDS.—The recipient of a grant
under this section shall use the grant to develop
assistive technologies for use in specially adapt-
ed housing.

‘““(e) REPORT.—Not later than March 1 of each
fiscal year following a fiscal year in which the
Secretary makes a grant, the Secretary shall
submit to Congress a report containing informa-
tion related to each grant awarded under this
section during the preceding fiscal year, includ-
ing—

‘(1) the name of the grant recipient;

““(2) the amount of the grant; and

““(3) the goal of the grant.

““(f) FUNDING.—From amounts appropriated to
the Department for readjustment benefits for
each fiscal year for which the Secretary is au-
thorized to make a grant under this section,
$1,000,000 shall be available for that fiscal year
for the purposes of the program under this sec-
tion.

‘““(9) DURATION.—The authority to make a
grant under this section shall begin on October
1, 2011, and shall terminate on September 30,
2016.”".

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new item:
““2108. Specially adapted housing assistive tech-

nology grant program.”’.

SEC. 204. WAIVER OF HOUSING LOAN FEE FOR
CERTAIN VETERANS WITH SERVICE-
CONNECTED DISABILITIES CALLED
TO ACTIVE SERVICE.

Section 3729(c)(1) is amended by inserting
after ‘“‘retirement pay’’ the following: ‘‘or active
service pay’’.

TITLE III—SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL

RELIEF ACT MATTERS
SEC. 301. RESIDENTIAL AND MOTOR VEHICLE
LEASES.
Subsection (e) of section 305 of the

Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. App.
535) is amended to read as follows:

“(e) ARREARAGES AND OTHER OBLIGATIONS
AND LIABILITIES.—

‘““(1) LEASES OF PREMISES.—Rent amounts for
a lease described in subsection (b)(1) that are
unpaid for the period preceding the effective
date of the lease termination shall be paid on a
prorated basis. The lessor may mnot impose an
early termination charge, but any taxes, sum-
monses, or other obligations and liabilities of the
lessee in accordance with the terms of the lease,
including reasonable charges to the lessee for
excess wear, that are due and unpaid at the
time of termination of the lease shall be paid by
the lessee.

‘““(2) LEASES OF MOTOR VEHICLES.—Lease
amounts for a lease described in subsection
(b)(2) that are unpaid for the period preceding
the effective date of the lease termination shall
be paid on a prorated basis. The lessor may not
impose an early termination charge, but any
taxes, summonses, title and registration fees, or
other obligations and liabilities of the lessee in
accordance with the terms of the lease, includ-
ing reasonable charges to the lessee for excess
wear or use and mileage, that are due and un-
paid at the time of termination of the lease shall
be paid by the lessee.”’.
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SEC. 302. TERMINATION OF TELEPHONE SERVICE
CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 305A of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. App.
535a) is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 305A. TERMINATION OF TELEPHONE SERV-
ICE CONTRACTS.

“(a) TERMINATION BY SERVICEMEMBER.—

““(1) TERMINATION.—A servicemember may ter-
minate a contract described in subsection (b) at
any time after the date the servicemember re-
ceives military orders to relocate for a period of
not less than 90 days to a location that does not
support the contract.

“(2) NOTICE.—In the case that a servicemem-
ber terminates a contract as described in para-
graph (1), the service provider under the con-
tract shall provide such servicemember with
written or electronic notice of the
servicemember’s rights under such paragraph.

“(3) MANNER OF TERMINATION.—Termination
of a contract under paragraph (1) shall be made
by delivery of a written or electronic notice of
such termination and a copy of the
servicemember’s military orders to the service
provider, delivered in accordance with industry
standards for notification of terminations, to-
gether with the date on which the service is to
be terminated.

““(b) COVERED CONTRACTS.—A contract de-
scribed in this subsection is a contract for cel-
lular telephone service or telephone exchange
service entered into by the servicemember before
receiving the military orders referred to in sub-
section (a)(1).

“(c) RETENTION OF TELEPHONE NUMBER.—In
the case of a contract terminated under sub-
section (a) by a servicemember whose period of
relocation is for a period of three years or less,
the service provider under the contract shall,
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
allow the servicemember to keep the telephone
number the servicemember has under the con-
tract if the servicemember re-subscribes to the
service during the 90-day period beginning on
the last day of such period of relocation.

“(d) FAMILY PLANS.—In the case of a contract
for cellular telephone service entered into by
any individual in which a servicemember is a
designated beneficiary of the contract, the indi-
vidual who entered into the contract may termi-
nate the contract—

“(1) with respect to the servicemember if the
servicemember is eligible to terminate contracts
pursuant to subsection (a); and

““(2) with respect to all of the designated bene-
ficiaries of such contract if all such beneficiaries
accompany the servicemember during the
servicemember’s period of relocation.

““(e) OTHER OBLIGATIONS AND LIABILITIES.—
For any contract terminated under this section,
the service provider under the contract may not
impose an early termination charge, but any tax
or any other obligation or liability of the serv-
icemember that, in accordance with the terms of
the contract, is due and unpaid or unperformed
at the time of termination of the contract shall
be paid or performed by the servicemember. If
the servicemember re-subscribes to the service
provided under a covered contract during the
90-day period beginning on the last day of the
servicemember’s period of relocation, the service
provider may not impose a charge for rein-
stating service, other than the usual and cus-
tomary charges for the installation or acquisi-
tion of customer equipment imposed on any
other subscriber.

“(f) RETURN OF ADVANCE PAYMENTS.—Not
later than 60 days after the effective date of the
termination of a contract under this section, the
service provider under the contract shall refund
to the servicemember any fee or other amount to
the extent paid for a period extending until
after such date, except for the remainder of the
monthly or similar billing period in which the
termination occurs.

““(9) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion:
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‘(1) The term ‘cellular telephone service’
means commercial mobile service, as that term is
defined in section 332(d) of the Communications
Act 0of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 332(d)).

““(2) The term ‘telephone exchange service’ has
the meaning given that term under section 3 of
the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
153).7.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—The heading for
title I1I of such Act is amended by inserting *,
TELEPHONE SERVICE CONTRACTS’ after
“LEASES”’.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of such Act is amended—

(1) by striking the item relating to title III and
inserting the following new item:

“TITLE III—RENT, INSTALLMENT CON-
TRACTS, MORTGAGES, LIENS, ASSIGN-
MENT, LEASES, TELEPHONE SERVICE
CONTRACTS’’; AND

(2) by striking the item relating to section

305A and inserting the following new item:
“Sec. 305A. Termination of telephone service
contracts.”’.
SEC. 303. ENFORCEMENT BY THE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL AND BY PRIVATE RIGHT OF AC-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act (50 U.S.C. App. 501 et seq.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new title:

“TITLE VIII—CIVIL LIABILITY
“SEC. 801. ENFORCEMENT BY THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL.

‘““(a) CIVIL ACTION.—The Attorney General
may commence a civil action in any appropriate
district court of the United States against any
person who—

‘““(1) engages in a pattern or practice of vio-
lating this Act; or

““(2) engages in a violation of this Act that
raises an issue of significant public importance.

‘““(b) RELIEF.—In a civil action commenced
under subsection (a), the court may—

‘“(1) grant any appropriate equitable or de-
claratory relief with respect to the violation of
this Act;

“(2) award all other appropriate relief, in-
cluding monetary damages, to any person ag-
grieved by the violation; and

“(3) may, to vindicate the public interest, as-
sess a civil penalty—

“(A) in an amount not exceeding $55,000 for a
first violation; and

“(B) in an amount not exceeding $110,000 for
any subsequent violation.

“‘(c) INTERVENTION.—Upon timely application,
a person aggrieved by a wviolation of this Act
with respect to which the civil action is com-
menced may intervene in such action, and may
obtain such appropriate relief as the person
could obtain in a civil action under section 802
with respect to that violation, along with costs
and a reasonable attorney fee.

“SEC. 802. PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person aggrieved by a
violation of this Act may in a civil action—

‘(1) obtain any appropriate equitable or de-
claratory relief with respect to the violation;
and

““(2) recover all other appropriate relief, in-
cluding monetary damages.

‘““(b) COSTS AND ATTORNEY FEES.—The court
may award to a person aggrieved by a violation
of this Act who prevails in an action brought
under subsection (a) the costs of the action, in-
cluding a reasonable attorney fee.

“SEC. 803. PRESERVATION OF REMEDIES.

“Nothing in section 801 or 802 shall be con-
strued to preclude or limit any remedy otherwise
available under other law, including consequen-
tial and punitive damages.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such Act is
further amended as follows:

(1) Section 207 (50 U.S.C. App. 527) is amended
by striking subsection (f).

(2) Section 301(c) (50 U.S.C. App. 531(c)) is
amended to read as follows:
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‘““(c) MISDEMEANOR.—Ezxcept as provided in
subsection (a), a person who knowingly takes
part in an eviction or distress described in sub-
section (a), or who knowingly attempts to do so,
shall be fined as provided in title 18, United
States Code, or imprisoned for mot more than
one year, or both.”.

(3) Section 302(b) (50 U.S.C. App. 532(b)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(b) MISDEMEANOR.—A person who knowingly
resumes possession of property in violation of
subsection (a), or in violation of section 107 of
this Act, or who knowingly attempts to do so,
shall be fined as provided in title 18, United
States Code, or imprisoned for mot more than
one year, or both.”’.

(4) Section 303(d) (50 U.S.C. App. 533(d)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“‘(d) MISDEMEANOR.—A person who know-
ingly makes or causes to be made a sale, fore-
closure, or seizure of property that is prohibited
by subsection (c), or who knowingly attempts to
do so, shall be fined as provided in title 18,
United States Code, or imprisoned for not more
than one year, or both.”’.

(5) Section 305(h) (50 U.S.C. App. 535(h)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(h) MISDEMEANOR.—Any person who know-
ingly seizes, holds, or detains the personal ef-
fects, security deposit, or other property of a
servicemember or a servicemember’s dependent
who lawfully terminates a lease covered by this
section, or who knowingly interferes with the
removal of such property from premises covered
by such lease, for the purpose of subjecting or
attempting to subject any of such property to a
claim for rent accruing subsequent to the date of
termination of such lease, or attempts to do so,
shall be fined as provided in title 18, United
States Code, or imprisoned for mot more than
one year, or both.”’.

(6) Section 306(e) (50 U.S.C. App. 536(e)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘““(e) MISDEMEANOR.—A person who knowingly
takes an action contrary to this section, or at-
tempts to do so, shall be fined as provided in
title 18, United States Code, or imprisoned for
not more than one year, or both.”’.

(7) Section 307(c) (50 U.S.C. App. 537(c)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(c) MISDEMEANOR.—A person who knowingly
takes an action contrary to this section, or at-
tempts to do so, shall be fined as provided in
title 18, United States Code, or imprisoned for
not more than one year, or both.”’.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of such Act is amended by
adding at the end the following new items:

“TITLE VIII—CIVIL LIABILITY

“Sec. 801. Enforcement by the Attorney Gen-

eral.

“Sec. 802. Private right of action.

“Sec. 803. Preservation of remedies.”’.

TITLE IV—INSURANCE MATTERS

SEC. 401. INCREASE IN AMOUNT OF SUPPLE-
MENTAL INSURANCE FOR TOTALLY
DISABLED VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1922A(a) is amended
by striking <$20,000”° and inserting ‘‘330,000"’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

SEC. 402. PERMANENT EXTENSION OF DURATION
OF SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE
INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR TO-
TALLY DISABLED VETERANS.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 1968(a) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(4), by striking clause (ii)
and inserting the following new clause (ii):

‘(i) The date that is two years after the date
of separation or release from such active duty or
active duty for training.’’; and

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking subparagraph
(B) and inserting the following new subpara-
graph (B):

‘““(B) The date that is two years after the date
of separation or release from such assignment.”’.
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to a
person who is separated or released on or after
June 15, 2005.

SEC. 403. ADJUSTMENT OF COVERAGE OF DE-

PENDENTS UNDER
SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE IN-
SURANCE.

Clause (ii) of section 1968(a)(5)(B) is amended
to read as follows:

“(it)(I) in the case of a member of the Ready
Reserve of a uniformed service who meets the
qualifications set forth in subparagraph (B) or
(C) of section 1965(5) of this title, 120 days after
separation or release from such assignment; or

“(II) in the case of any other member of the
uniformed services, 120 days after the date of
the member’s separation or release from the uni-
formed services; or’’.

SEC. 404. OPPORTUNITY TO INCREASE AMOUNT
OF VETERANS’ GROUP LIFE INSUR-
ANCE.

(a) OPPORTUNITY TO INCREASE AMOUNT.—Sec-
tion 1977(a) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘Except as
provided in paragraph (3),”’ before ‘‘Veterans’
Group Life Insurance shall be’’; and

(2) by adding after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(3) Not more than once in each five-year pe-
riod beginning on the one-year anniversary of
the date a person becomes insured under Vet-
erans’ Group Life Insurance, such person may
elect in writing to increase by $25,000 the
amount for which the person is insured if—

““(A) the person is under the age of 60; and

“(B) the total amount for which the person is
insured does not exceed the amount provided for
under section 1967(a)(3)(A)(i) of this title.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (3) of sec-
tion 1977(a) of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a), shall take effect on the
date that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 405. ELIMINATION OF REDUCTION IN
AMOUNT OF ACCELERATED DEATH
BENEFIT FOR TERMINALLY-ILL PER-
SONS INSURED UNDER
SERVICEMEMBERS’> GROUP LIFE IN-
SURANCE AND VETERANS’ GROUP
LIFE INSURANCE.

(a) ELIMINATION OF REDUCTION.—Section
1980(b)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘reduced by’’
and all that follows through ‘‘the Secretary’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to a
payment of an accelerated death benefit under
section 1980 of title 38, United States Code, made
on or after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 406. CONSIDERATION OF LOSS OF DOMI-

NANT HAND IN PRESCRIPTION OF
SCHEDULE OF SEVERITY OF TRAU-

MATIC INJURY UNDER
SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE IN-
SURANCE.

(a) SCHEDULE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1980A(d) is amend-
ed—

(A) by striking ‘‘Payments under’ and insert-
ing ‘(1) Payments under’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2) As the Secretary considers appropriate,
the schedule required by paragraph (1) may dis-
tinguish in specifying payments for qualifying
losses between the severity of a qualifying loss
of a dominant hand and of a qualifying loss of
a nondominant hand.”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by paragraph (1) shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

(b) PAYMENTS FOR QUALIFYING LOSSES IN-
CURRED BEFORE DATE OF ENACTMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent necessary, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall prescribe in
regulations mechanisms for payments under sec-
tion 1980A of title 38, United States Code, for
qualifying losses incurred before the date of the
enactment of this Act, by reason of paragraph
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(2) of subsection (d) of such section (as added by
subsection (a)(1) of this section).

(2) QUALIFYING LOSS DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘qualifying loss’’ means—

(A) a loss specified in the second sentence of
subsection (b)(1) of section 1980A of title 38,
United States Code; and

(B) any other loss specified by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs pursuant to the first sen-
tence of that subsection.

SEC. 407. ENHANCEMENT OF VETERANS’ MORT-
GAGE LIFE INSURANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2106(b) is amended
by striking “$90,000”° and inserting ‘‘$150,000, or
after January 1, 2012, $200,000,”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

SEC. 408. EXPANSION OF INDIVIDUALS QUALI-
FYING FOR RETROACTIVE BENEFITS
FROM TRAUMATIC INJURY PROTEC-

TION COVERAGE UNDER
SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE IN-
SURANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section
501(b) of the Veterans’ Housing Opportunity
and Benefits Improvement Act of 2006 (Public
Law 109-233; 120 Stat. 414; 38 U.S.C. 1980A note)
is amended by striking ‘‘, if, as determined by
the Secretary concerned, that loss was a direct
result of a traumatic injury incurred in the the-
ater of operations for Operation Enduring Free-
dom or Operation Iraqi Freedom’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading
of such section is amended by striking ‘“‘IN OP-
ERATION ENDURING FREEDOM AND OPERATION
IRAQI FREEDOM™’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

TITLE V—BURIAL AND CEMETERY
MATTERS
SEC. 501. INCREASE IN CERTAIN BURIAL AND FU-
NERAL BENEFITS AND PLOT ALLOW-
ANCES FOR VETERANS.

(a) INCREASE IN BURIAL AND FUNERAL EX-
PENSES FOR DEATHS IN DEPARTMENT FACILI-
TIES.—Paragraph (1)(A) of subsection (a) of sec-
tion 2303 is amended by striking <‘$300”° and in-
serting ‘3700 (as increased from time to time
under subsection (c))”’.

(b) INCREASE IN AMOUNT OF PLOT ALLOW-
ANCES.—Subsection (b) of such section is amend-
ed by striking “‘$300°’ both places it appears and
inserting ‘8700 (as increased from time to time
under subsection (c))’’.

(c) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—Such section is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(c) With respect to any fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall provide a percentage increase
(rounded to the nearest dollar) in the maximum
amount of burial and funeral expenses payable
under subsection (a) and in the maximum
amount of the plot or internment allowance
payable under subsection (b), equal to the per-
centage by which—

‘(1) the Consumer Price Index (all items,
United States city average) for the 12-month pe-
riod ending on the June 30 preceding the begin-
ning of the fiscal year for which the increase is
made, exceeds

‘“(2) the Consumer Price Index for the 12-
month period preceding the 12-month period de-
scribed in paragraph (1).”’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the amendments made by this section
shall apply with respect to deaths occurring on
or after October 1, 2011.

(2) PROHIBITION ON COST-OF-LIVING ADJUST-
MENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012.—No adjustments
shall be made under section 2303(c) of title 38,
United States Code, as added by subsection (c),
for fiscal year 2012.

SEC. 502. INTERMENT IN NATIONAL CEMETERIES
OF PARENTS OF CERTAIN DECEASED
VETERANS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited

as the “‘Corey Shea Act’.
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(b) INTERMENT OF PARENTS OF CERTAIN DE-
CEASED VETERANS.—Section 2402 is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘Under such regulations’ and inserting
“(a) Under such regulations’’;

(2) by moving the margins of paragraphs (1)
through (8) two ems to the right;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(9)(A) The parent of a person described in
subparagraph (B), if the Secretary determines
that there is available space at the gravesite
where the person described in subparagraph (B)
is interred.

‘“(B) A person described in this subparagraph
is a person described in paragraph (1) who—

‘(i) is a hostile casualty or died from a train-
ing-related injury;

““(ii) is interred in a national cemetery; and

‘““(iii) at the time of the person’s parent’s
death, did not have a spouse, surviving spouse,
or child who is buried or who, upon death, may
be eligible for burial in a national cemetery pur-
suant to paragraph (5).”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘““(b) For purposes of subsection (a)(9) of this
section:

‘“(1) The term ‘parent’ means a biological fa-
ther or a biological mother or, in the case of
adoption, a father through adoption or a mother
through adoption.

““(2) The term ‘hostile casualty’ means a per-
son who, as a member of the Armed Forces, dies
as the direct result of hostile action with the
enemy, while in combat, while going to or re-
turning from a combat mission if the cause of
death was directly related to hostile action, or
while hospitalized or undergoing treatment at
the expense of the United States for injury in-
curred during combat, and includes a person
killed mistakenly or accidentally by friendly fire
directed at a hostile force or what is thought to
be a hostile force, but does not include a person
who dies due to the elements, a self-inflicted
wound, combat fatigue, or a friendly force while
the person was in an absent-without-leave, de-
serter, or dropped-from-rolls status or was vol-
untarily absent from a place of duty.

‘“(3) The term ‘training-related injury’ means
an injury incurred by a member of the Armed
Forces while performing authorized training ac-
tivities in preparation for a combat mission.’’.

(c) GUIDANCE REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall develop guidance under
which the parent of a person described in para-
graph (9)(B) of subsection (a) of section 2402 of
title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (b), may be designated for interment in
a national cemetery under that section.

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) CROSS-REFERENCE CORRECTION.—Section
107 is amended by striking ‘‘section 2402(8)”’
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘section
2402(a)(8)”’.

(2) CROSS-REFERENCE CORRECTION.—Section
2301(e) is amended by striking ‘‘section 2402(6)”’
and inserting ‘‘section 2402(a)(6)’’.

(3) CROSS-REFERENCE CORRECTION.—Section
2306(a) is amended—

(4) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section
2402(4)’ and inserting ‘‘section 2402(a)(4)’’; and

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘section
2402(5)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 2402(a)(5)’’.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to the
death, on or after the date of the enactment of
this Act, of the parent of a person described in
paragraph (9)(B) of subsection (a) of section
2402 of title 38, United States Code, as added by
subsection (b), who dies on or after October 7,
2001.

SEC. 503. REPORTS ON SELECTION OF NEW NA-
TIONAL CEMETERIES.

(a) INITIAL REPORT.—

(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
Congress a report on the selection of the sites
described in paragraph (2) for the purpose of es-
tablishing new national cemeteries.

(2) SITES.—The sites described in this para-
graph are the following:

(A) An area in southern Colorado.

(B) An area mear Melbourne, Florida, and
Daytona, Florida.

(C) An area near Omaha, Nebraska.

(D) An area mear Buffalo, New York, and
Rochester, New York.

(E) An area near Tallahassee, Florida.

(3) SITE SELECTION.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall solicit advice and views
of representatives of State and local veterans or-
ganizations and other individuals as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(4) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A schedule for the establishment of each
cemetery at each site described in paragraph (2)
and an estimate of the costs associated with the
establishment of each such cemetery.

(B) As of the date of the submittal of the re-
port, the amount of funds that are available to
establish each cemetery at each site described in
paragraph (2) from amounts appropriated to the
Department of Veterans Affairs for Advance
Planning.

(b) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than two
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and each year thereafter until the date on
which each cemetery at each site described in
subsection (a)(2) is established, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress an annual report that
includes updates to the information provided in
the report under subsection (a).

TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND PENSION
SEC. 601. ENHANCEMENT OF DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION FOR CERTAIN DISABLED
VETERANS WITH DIFFICULTIES
USING PROSTHESES AND DISABLED
VETERANS IN NEED OF REGULAR
AID AND ATTENDANCE FOR RESIDU-
ALS OF TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY.

(a) VETERANS SUFFERING ANATOMICAL LOSS
OF HANDS, ARMS, OR LEGS.—Section 1114 is
amended—

(1) in subsection (m)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘at a level, or with complica-
tions,”” and inserting ‘“‘with factors’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘at levels, or with complica-
tions,”” and inserting “‘with factors’’;

(2) in subsection (n)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘at levels, or with complica-
tions,”” and inserting ‘‘with factors’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘so near the hip as to’’ and in-
serting ‘‘with factors that’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘so near the shoulder and hip
as to”’ and inserting ‘‘with factors that’’; and

(3) in subsection (o), by striking ‘‘so near the
shoulder as to’” and inserting ‘‘with factors
that”’.

(b) VETERANS WITH SERVICE-CONNECTED DIS-
ABILITIES IN NEED OF REGULAR AID AND AT-
TENDANCE FOR RESIDUALS OF TRAUMATIC BRAIN
INJURY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Such section
amended—

(A) in subsection (p), by striking the semicolon
at the end and inserting a period; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(t) Subject to section 5503(c) of this title, if
any veteran, as the result of service-connected
disability, is in need of regular aid and attend-
ance for the residuals of traumatic brain injury,
is not eligible for compensation under subsection
(r)(2), and in the absence of such regular aid
and attendance would require hospitalication,
nursing home care, or other residential institu-
tional care, the veteran shall be paid, in addi-
tion to any other compensation under this sec-
tion, a monthly aid and attendance allowance
equal to the rate described in subsection (r)(2),
which for purposes of section 1134 of this title
shall be considered as additional compensation

is  further
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payable for disability. An allowance authorized

under this subsection shall be paid in lieu of

any allowance authorized by subsection (r)(1).”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 5503(c)
is amended by striking ‘‘in section 1114(r)”’ and
inserting ‘‘in subsection (r) or (t) of section
1114,

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

SEC. 602. COST-OF-LIVING INCREASE FOR TEM-
PORARY DEPENDENCY AND INDEM-
NITY COMPENSATION PAYABLE FOR
SURVIVING SPOUSES WITH DEPEND-
ENT CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF
18.

Section 1311(f) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘(as in-
creased from time to time under paragraph (4))”’
after ““$250°’;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (4):

‘““(4) Whenever there is an increase in benefit
amounts payable under title II of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) as a result of
a determination made under section 215(i) of
such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)), the Secretary shall,
effective on the date of such increase in benefit
amounts, increase the amount payable under
paragraph (1), as such amount was in effect im-
mediately prior to the date of such increase in
benefit amounts, by the same percentage as the
percentage by which such benefit amounts are
increased. Any increase in a dollar amount
under this paragraph shall be rounded down to
the next lower whole dollar amount.”’.

SEC. 603. PAYMENT OF DEPENDENCY AND INDEM-
NITY COMPENSATION TO SURVIVORS
OF FORMER PRISONERS OF WAR
WHO DIED ON OR BEFORE SEP-
TEMBER 30, 1999.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1318(b)(3) is amend-
ed by striking ‘“‘who died after September 30,
1999,”".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

SEC. 604. EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN AMOUNTS
FROM CONSIDERATION AS INCOME
FOR PURPOSES OF VETERANS PEN-
SION BENEFITS.

(a) EXCLUSION.—Section 1503(a) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and’’ at the end of paragraph
(10);

(2) by redesignating paragraph (11) as para-
graph (12); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (10) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (11):

‘“(11) payment of a monetary amount of up to
$5,000 to a veteran from a State or municipality
that is paid as a veterans’ benefit due to injury
or disease; and’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to de-
terminations of income for calendar years begin-
ning after October 1, 2011.

SEC. 605. COMMENCEMENT OF PERIOD OF PAY-
MENT OF ORIGINAL AWARDS OF
COMPENSATION FOR VETERANS RE-
TIRED OR SEPARATED FROM THE
UNIFORMED SERVICES FOR CATA-
STROPHIC DISABILITY.

(a) COMMENCEMENT OF PERIOD OF PAY-
MENT.—Subsection (a) of section 5111 is amend-
ed—

(1) by inserting ‘(1) after ““(a)”’;

(2) in paragraph (1), as so designated by para-
graph (1) of this subsection, by striking ‘‘in sub-
section (c) of this section’ and inserting ‘‘in
paragraph (2) and subsection (c)’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2)(A) In the case of a veteran who is retired
or separated from the active military, naval, or
air service for a catastrophic disability or dis-
abilities, payment of monetary benefits based on
an award of compensation based on an original
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claim shall be made as of the date on which
such award becomes effective as provided under
section 5110 of this title or another applicable
provision of law.

‘““(B) For the purposes of this paragraph, the
term ‘catastrophic disability’, with respect to a
veteran, means a permanent, severely disabling
injury, disorder, or disease that compromises the
ability of the veteran to carry out the activities
of daily living to such a degree that the veteran
requires personal or mechanical assistance to
leave home or bed, or requires constant super-
vision to avoid physical harm to self or others.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on October 1,
2011, and shall apply with respect to awards of
compensation based on original claims that be-
come effective on or after that date.

SEC. 606. APPLICABILITY OF LIMITATION TO PEN-
SION PAYABLE TO CERTAIN CHIL-
DREN OF VETERANS OF A PERIOD OF
WAR.

Section 5503(d)(5) is amended—

(1) by inserting ““(A)’ after ““(5)’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘““(B) The provisions of this subsection shall
apply with respect to a child entitled to pension
under section 1542 of this title in the same man-
ner as they apply to a veteran having neither
spouse nor child.”.

SEC. 607. EXTENSION OF REDUCED PENSION FOR
CERTAIN VETERANS COVERED BY
MEDICAID PLANS FOR SERVICES
FURNISHED BY NURSING FACILI-
TIES.

Section 5503(d)(7) is amended by striking
“September 30, 2011 and inserting “‘May 31,
20157,

SEC. 608. CODIFICATION OF 2009 COST-OF-LIVING
ADJUSTMENT IN RATES OF PENSION
FOR DISABLED VETERANS AND SUR-
VIVING SPOUSES AND CHILDREN.

(a) DISABLED VETERANS.—Section 1521 of title
38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘$3,550”" and
inserting ‘‘311,830°’;

(2) in subsection (c)—

(A) by striking ‘84,6517
““315,493’; and

(B) by striking ‘3600’ and inserting ‘‘$2,020°’;

(3) in subsection (d)—

(4) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘35,680’ and
inserting ‘‘319,736”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking 36,781
““$23,396"°; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘3600°° and inserting “$2,020°’;

(4) in subsection (e)—

and inserting

and inserting

(A) by striking ‘$4,340” and inserting
““$14,4577’;

(B) by striking ‘“$5,441” and inserting
““$18,120’; and

(C) by striking ““$600° and inserting “$2,020"’;

(5) in subsection (f)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘$4,651"° and
inserting ‘‘315,493"’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘36,781 and inserting
323,396, and

(ii) by striking 88,911 and inserting
““$30,480°’;

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking $5,441” and inserting
““$18,120’; and

(ii) by striking $6,231” and inserting
““820,747"’;

(D) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘$7,571"" and
inserting ‘‘326,018”’; and

(E) in paragraph (5), by striking “$600° and
inserting ““$2,020”’; and

(6) in subsection (g), by striking ‘3800’ and
inserting ‘32,686’ .

(b) SURVIVING SPOUSES.—Section 1541 of such
title is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘$2,379”" and
inserting ‘‘37,933°’;

(2) in subsection (c)—
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(4) by striking
““310,385”’; and

(B) by striking ““‘$600°° and inserting “$2,020°’;

(3) in subsection (d)—

(4) in paragraph (1), by striking “$3,806° and
inserting ‘‘$12,681"°; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking $4,543”
“315,128"’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘$600°° and inserting “$2,020°’;
and

(4) in subsection (e)(1)—

“$3,116”° and inserting

and inserting

(A) by striking “$2,908° and inserting
“$9.696"";

(B) by striking ‘33,645 and inserting
“312,144”’; and

(C) by striking ‘3600’ and inserting “‘$2,020°".

(c) SURVIVING CHILDREN.—Section 1542 of
such title is amended by striking ‘$600°° and in-
serting “‘$2,020”° both places it appears.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsections (a), (b), and (c) shall apply with
respect to pensions paid on or after December 1,
2009.

TITLE VII—EMPLOYMENT AND REEMPLOY-
MENT RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF THE
UNIFORMED SERVICES

SEC. 701. CLARIFICATION THAT USERRA PRO-

HIBITS WAGE DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4303(2) is amended
by striking ‘‘other than’ and inserting ‘‘includ-
ing’.

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendment made by
subsection (a) shall apply to—

(1) any failure to comply with a provision of
or any violation of chapter 43 of title 38, United
States Code, that occurs before, on, or after the
date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) all actions or complaints filed under such
chapter 43 that are pending on or after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 702. CLARIFICATION OF THE DEFINITION OF

“SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST”.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4303(4) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph:

“(D)(i) Whether the term ‘successor in inter-
est’ applies with respect to an entity described
in subparagraph (A) for purposes of clause (iv)
of such subparagraph shall be determined on a
case-by-case basis using a multi-factor test that
considers the following factors:

“(I) Substantial continuity of business oper-
ations.

“(11) Use of the same or similar facilities.

“(I111) Continuity of work force.

“(IV) Similarity of jobs and working condi-
tions.

“(V) Similarity of supervisory personnel.

“(VI) Similarity of machinery, equipment, and
production methods.

“(VII) Similarity of products or services.

“‘(ii)) The entity’s lack of motice or awareness
of a potential or pending claim under this chap-
ter at the time of a merger, acquisition, or other
form of succession shall not be considered when
applying the multi-factor test under clause (i).”.

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendment made by
subsection (a) shall apply to—

(1) any failure to comply with a provision of
or any violation of chapter 43 of title 38, United
States Code, that occurs before, on, or after the
date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) all actions or complaints filed under such
chapter 43 that are pending on or after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 703. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.

(a) AMENDMENT TO SECTION 4324 OF TITLE 38,
UNITED STATES CODE.—Section 4324(b)(4) is
amended by inserting before the period the fol-
lowing: ‘“‘declining to initiate an action and rep-
resent the person before the Merit Systems Pro-
tection Board’.

(b) AMENDMENT TO CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ACT OF 1995.—Section 206(b) of the Con-
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gressional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1316(b)) is amended by striking ‘“‘under para-
graphs (1), (2)(A), and (3) of section 4323(c) of
title 38, United States Code” and inserting
“under section 4323(d) of title 38, United States
Code”.

(c) AMENDMENT TO SECTION 416 OF TITLE 3,
UNITED STATES CODE.—Section 416(b) of title 3,
United States Code, is amended by striking
“under paragraphs (1) and (2)(A) of section
4323(c) of title 38’ and inserting ‘“‘under section
4323(d) of title 38.

TITLE VIII—BENEFITS MATTERS

SEC. 801. INCREASE IN NUMBER OF VETERANS
FOR WHICH PROGRAMS OF INDE-
PENDENT LIVING SERVICES AND AS-
SISTANCE MAY BE INITIATED.

(a) INCREASE.—Section 3120(e) is amended by
striking ‘2600’ and inserting ‘‘2,700’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to fis-
cal years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 802. PAYMENT OF UNPAID BALANCES OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
GUARANTEED LOANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3732(a)(2) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘Before suit’” and inserting
““(A) Before suit”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) In the event that a housing loan guaran-
teed under this chapter is modified under the
authority provided under section 1322(b) of title
11, the Secretary may pay the holder of the obli-
gation the unpaid principal balance of the obli-
gation due, plus accrued interest, as of the date
of the filing of the petition under title 11, but
only upon the assignment, transfer, and deliv-
ery to the Secretary (in a form and manner sat-
isfactory to the Secretary) of all rights, interest,
claims, evidence, and records with respect to the
housing loan.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to a
housing loan guaranteed after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 803. ELIGIBILITY OF DISABLED VETERANS
AND MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES WITH SEVERE BURN INJU-
RIES FOR AUTOMOBILES AND
ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT.

(a) ELIGIBILITY.—Paragraph (1) of section
3901 is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘the disabilities described in subclause
(i), (ii), or (iii) below’ and inserting ‘‘the fol-
lowing disabilities’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

“(iv) A severe burn injury (as determined pur-
suant to regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary).”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of clause (A4) of this para-
graph’ and inserting ‘‘clause (i), (ii), (iii), or
(iv) of subparagraph (A)”.

(b) STYLISTIC AMENDMENTS.—Such section is
further amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘chapter—’’ and inserting ‘‘chapter:’’;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4),
by striking “‘means—’’ and inserting ‘‘means the
following:’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by strik-
ing ‘“‘any wveteran’ and inserting ‘‘Any vet-
eran’’;

(ii) in each of clauses (i) and (ii), by striking
the semicolon at the end and inserting a period;
and

(iii) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and in-
serting a period; and

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking
member’’ and inserting ‘“Any member’’.

I
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(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

SEC. 804. ENHANCEMENT OF AUTOMOBILE AS-
SISTANCE ALLOWANCE FOR VET-
ERANS.

(a) INCREASE IN AMOUNT OF ALLOWANCE.—
Subsection (a) of section 3902 is amended by
striking “‘$11,000”” and inserting ‘$18,900 (as ad-
justed from time to time under subsection (e))’’.

(b) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—Such section is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘““(e) Effective on October 1 of each year (be-
ginning in 2011), the Secretary shall increase the
dollar amount in effect under subsection (a) by
a percentage equal to the percentage by which
the Consumer Price Index for all urban con-
sumers (U.S. city average) increased during the
12-month period ending with the last month for
which Consumer Price Index data is available.
In the event that such Consumer Price Index
does not increase during such period, the Sec-
retary shall maintain the dollar amount in ef-
fect under subsection (a) during the previous
fiscal year.”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on October 1,
2011.

SEC. 805. NATIONAL ACADEMIES REVIEW OF BEST
TREATMENTS FOR CHRONIC MULTI-
SYMPTOM ILLNESS IN PERSIAN
GULF WAR VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall seek to enter into an agreement
with the Institute of Medicine of the National
Academies to carry out a comprehensive review
of the best treatments for chronic multisymptom
illness in Persian Gulf War veterans and an
evaluation of how such treatment approaches
could best be disseminated throughout the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to improve the care
and benefits provided to veterans.

(b) GROUP OF MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS.—
Under any agreement entered into under sub-
section (a), the Institute of Medicine shall con-
vene a group of medical professionals who are
experienced in treating individuals who served
as members of the Armed Forces in the South-
west Asia Theater of Operations of the Persian
Gulf War during 1990 or 1991 and who have
been diagnosed with chronic multisymptom ill-
ness or another health condition related to
chemical and environmental exposure that may
have occurred during such service.

(c) REPORT.—Any agreement entered into
under subsection (a) shall require the Institute
of Medicine to submit to the Secretary and to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives a report on
the review and evaluation described in sub-
section (a) by not later than December 31, 2012.
The report shall include such recommendations
for legislative or administrative action as the In-
stitute considers appropriate in light of the re-
sults of the review.

(d) FUNDING.—Pursuant to any agreement en-
tered into under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall provide the Institute of Medicine with
such funds as are necessary to ensure the timely
completion of the review described that sub-
section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section:

(1) The term ‘‘chronic multisymptom illness in
Persian Gulf War veterans’ means a chronic
multisymptom illness defined by a cluster of
signs or symptoms relating to service in the Per-
sian Gulf War, typically including widespread
pain, persistent memory and concentration
problems, chronic headaches, gastrointestinal
problems, and other abnormalities not explained
by well-established diagnoses.

(2) The term ‘“‘Persian Gulf War’’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101(33) of
title 38, United States Code.
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SEC. 806. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF NA-
TIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES RE-
VIEWS AND EVALUATIONS ON ILL-
NESS AND SERVICE IN PERSIAN
GULF WAR AND POST-9/11 GLOBAL
OPERATIONS THEATERS.

(a) REVIEW AND EVALUATION OF AGENTS AND
ILLNESSES ASSOCIATED WITH PERSIAN GULF WAR
SERVICE.—

(1) EXTENSION OF REVIEW AND EVALUATION.—
Subsection (j) of section 1603 of the Persian Gulf
War Veterans Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-277;
38 U.S.C. 1117 note), as amended by section
202(d)(2) of the Veterans Education and Bene-
fits Expansion Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-173;
115 Stat. 989), is amended by striking ‘‘October
1, 2010’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2015°°.

(2) DISAGGREGATION OF RESULTS BY THEATERS
OF OPERATIONS BEFORE AND AFTER SEPTEMBER
11, 2001.—Such section is further amended—

(A) in subsection (c)(1)(A), by striking “‘who
served in the Southwest Asia theater of oper-
ations’ and all that follows and inserting ‘“‘who
may have been exposed by reason of service in
the Southwest Asia theater of operations during
the Persian Gulf War or, after September 11,
2001, in another Post-9/11 Global Theater of Op-
erations; and’’;

(B) in subsection (g9)(1), by striking ‘‘Gulf War
service’’ and inserting ‘‘service described in sub-
section (¢c)(1)(A)”’;

(C) in subsection (i)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘paragraph
(5)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph (6)’;

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6); and

(iii) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (5):

“(5) In each report under this subsection sub-
mitted after the date of the enactment of this
paragraph, any determinations, results, and
recommendations as described in paragraph (2)
shall be submitted separately as follows:

““(A) For the Southwest Asia theater of oper-
ations for the period of the Persian Gulf War
ending on September 11, 2001.

““(B) For the Post-9/11 Global Theaters of Op-
erations for the period of the Persian Gulf War
beginning on September 11, 2001.”°; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

““(1) The term ‘Persian Gulf War’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101(33) of
title 38, United States Code.

“(2) The term ‘Post-9/11 Global Theater of Op-
erations’ means Afghanistan, Iraq, and any
other theater of operations for which the Global
War on Terrorism Ezxpeditionary Medal is
awarded for service.”’.

(b) REVIEW AND EVALUATION OF AVAILABLE
EVIDENCE REGARDING ILLNESS AND SERVICE IN
PERSIAN GULF WAR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (j) of section 101
of the Veterans Programs Enhancement Act of
1998 (Public Law 105-368; 112 Stat. 3321) is
amended by striking ‘11 years after’” and all
that follows through ‘‘under subsection (b)”
and inserting ‘‘on October 1, 2018’.

(2) DISAGGREGATION OF RESULTS BY THEATERS
OF OPERATIONS BEFORE AND AFTER SEPTEMBER
11, 2001.—Such section is further amended—

(4) in subsection (c)(1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking “‘Gulf war veterans”’ and all that
follows through ‘‘Persian Gulf War’ and insert-
ing ‘‘veterans who served in the Armed Forces
in the Southwest Asia theater of operations dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War or, after September 11,
2001, in another Post-9/11 Global Theater of Op-
erations and the health consequences of expo-
sures to risk factors during such service’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (A4), by striking ‘“who
served’” and all that follows through ‘‘such
service’’ and inserting ‘‘who may have been ex-
posed by reason of service in the Southwest Asia
theater of operations during the Persian Gulf
War or, after September 11, 2001, in another
Post-9/11 Global Theater of Operations’’;
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(B) in subsection (e)(1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking “‘Gulf War service or exposure dur-
ing Gulf War service’’ and inserting ‘‘service in
the Armed Forces in the Southwest Asia theater
of operations during the Persian Gulf War or,
after September 11, 2001, in another Post-9/11
Global Theater of Operations or exposure during
such service’’; and

(ii) in subparagraphs (E) and (F), by striking
“Gulf War veterans’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘veterans described in subsection
(©1);

(C) in subsection (f)(1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘service in the Persian Gulf
War” and inserting ‘‘service described in sub-
section (c)(1)(4)”’; and

(ii) by striking “‘Gulf War service’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘such service’’;

(D) in subsection (h), by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

“(5) In each report under this subsection sub-
mitted after the date of the enactment of this
paragraph, any determinations, disCussions,
and recommendations as described in paragraph
(2) shall be submitted separately as follows:

‘““(A) For the Southwest Asia theater of oper-
ations for the period of the Persian Gulf War
ending on September 11, 2001.

‘““(B) For the Post-9/11 Global Theaters of Op-
erations for the period of the Persian Gulf War
beginning on September 11, 2001.”’;

(E) in subsection (i)—

(i) in paragraph (2)—

(I) by striking ‘‘Persian Gulf War service’
and inserting ‘‘service described in subsection
(©I)(A);

(I1) by striking ‘‘service in the Persian Gulf
War’ and inserting ‘‘such service’’; and

(I11) by striking ‘“‘Gulf War veterans’ and in-
serting ‘‘veterans described in  subsection
(¢)1)(A)’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(4) In each report under this subsection sub-
mitted after the date of the enactment of this
paragraph, any recommendations as described
in paragraph (2) shall be submitted separately
as follows:

‘““(A) For the Southwest Asia theater of oper-
ations for the period of the Persian Gulf War
ending on September 11, 2001.

‘““(B) For the Post-9/11 Global Theaters of Op-
erations for the period of the Persian Gulf War
beginning on September 11, 2001.”’; and

(F) in subsection (k)—

(i) by striking ‘‘In this section, the term’’ and
inserting the following: ‘“‘In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘Persian Gulf War’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101(33) of
title 38, United States Code.

““(2) The term ‘Post-9/11 Global Theater of Op-
erations’ means Afghanistan, Iraq, and any
other theater of operations for which the Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal is
awarded for service.

“(3) The term”’; and

(ii) in paragraph (3), as designated by clause
(1)—

(I) by striking ‘“vaccine associated with Gulf
War service’ means’ and inserting ‘‘vaccine’,
with respect to service described in subsection
(c)(1)(A), means’’; and

(11) by striking ‘‘service in the Armed Forces
in the Southwest Asia theater of operations dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War’ and inserting ‘‘serv-
ice described in such subsection (c)(1)(4)’’.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1604 of
the Persian Gulf War Veterans Act of 1998 (Pub-
lic Law 105-277; 38 U.S.C. 1117 note) is repealed.
SEC. 807. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR RE-

GIONAL OFFICE IN REPUBLIC OF
THE PHILIPPINES.

(a) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY.—Section 315(b)
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2010’ and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2011°°.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submit
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to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and the

Committee on Appropriations of the Senate and

the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and the

Committee on Appropriations of the House of

Representatives a report on the regional office

of the Department of Veterans Affairs in the Re-

public of the Philippines.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of the activities of the office
described in such paragraph, including activi-
ties relating to the administration of benefits
provided under laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs and benefits provided
under the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 301 et
seq.).

(B) An assessment of the costs and benefits of
maintaining such office in the Republic of the
Philippines in comparison with the costs and
benefits of moving the activities of such office to
the United States.

SEC. 808. EXTENSION OF AN ANNUAL REPORT ON

EQUITABLE RELIEF.

Section 503(c) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2009’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014°.
SEC. 809. AUTHORITY FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF

MEDICAL  DISABILITY EXAMINA-
TIONS BY CONTRACT PHYSICIANS.

Section 704(c) of the Veterans Benefits Act of
2003 (Public Law 108-183; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note),
as amended by section 105 of the Veterans’ Ben-
efits Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
389; 122 Stat. 4149) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2010 and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2012,

TITLE IX—AUTHORIZATION OF MEDICAL
FACILITY PROJECTS AND MAJOR MED-
ICAL FACILITY LEASES

SEC. 901. AUTHORIZATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2011

MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY LEASES.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may carry
out the following fiscal year 2011 major medical
facility leases at the locations specified, in an
amount not to exceed the amount shown for
each such location:

(1) Billings, Montana, Community Based Out-
patient Clinic, in an amount not to exceed
$7,149,000.

(2) Boston, Massachusetts, Outpatient Clinic,
in an amount not to exceed $3,316,000.

(3) San Diego, California, Community Based
Outpatient Clinic, in an amount not to exceed
$21,495,000.

(4) San Francisco, California, Research Lab,
in an amount not to exceed $10,055,000.

(5) San Juan, Puerto Rico, Mental Health Fa-
cility, in an amount not to exceed $5,323,000.
SEC. 902. MODIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION

AMOUNT FOR MAJOR MEDICAL FA-
CILITY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MEDICAL CENTER, NEW ORLE-
ANS, LOUISIANA.

Section 801(a)(1) of the Veterans Benefits,
Health Care, and Information Technology Act
of 2006 (Public Law 109-461; 120 Stat. 3442), as
amended by section 702(a)(1) of the Veterans’
Mental Health and Other Care Improvements
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-387; 122 Stat. 4137),
is amended by striking ‘$625,000,000” and in-
serting “‘$995,000,000".

SEC. 903. MODIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION

AMOUNT FOR MAJOR MEDICAL FA-
CILITY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MEDICAL CENTER, LONG
BEACH, CALIFORNIA.

Section 802(9) of the Veterans Benefits, Health
Care, and Information Technology Act of 2006
(Public Law 109-461; 120 Stat. 3443) is amended
by striking  ‘$107,845,000” and inserting
““$117,845,000".

SEC. 904. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR

CONSTRUCTION.—There is authoriced to be ap-

propriated to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
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for fiscal year 2011 for the Construction, Major
Projects account $1,112,845,000, of which—

(1) $995,000,000 is for the increased amounts
authorized for the project whose authorization
is modified by section 902; and

(2) $117,845,000 is for the increased amounts
authorized for the project whose authorization
is modified by section 903.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
MEDICAL FACILITY LEASES.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs for fiscal year 2011 for the Medical Fa-
cilities account $47,338,000 for the leases author-
iced in section 901.

(c) LIMITATIONS.—The projects whose author-
izations are modified under sections 902 and 903
may only be carried out using—

(1) funds appropriated for fiscal year 2011
pursuant to the authorization of appropriations
in subsection (a) of this section;

(2) funds available for Construction, Major
Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal year 2011
that remain available for obligation;

(3) funds available for Construction, Major
Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2011
that remain available for obligation;

(4) funds appropriated for Construction,
Magjor Projects, for fiscal year 2011 for a cat-
egory of activity not specific to a project;

(5) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects, for a fiscal year before 2011 for
a category of activity not specific to a project;
and

(6) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects, for a fiscal year after 2011 for a
category of activity not specific to a project.
SEC. 905. REQUIREMENT THAT BID SAVINGS ON

MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY
PROJECTS OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS BE USED FOR
OTHER MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS OF THE
DEPARTMENT.

Section 8104(d) is amended—

(1) by striking ““In any case’”’ and inserting
‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), in any
case’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“2)(A) In any fiscal year, unobligated
amounts in the Construction, Major Projects ac-
count that are a direct result of bid savings from
a major medical facility project may only be ob-
ligated for major medical facility projects au-
thorized for that fiscal year or a previous fiscal
year.

“‘B) Whenever the Secretary obligates
amounts for a major medical facility under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives notice of the following:

““(i) The major medical facility project that is
the source of the bid savings.

‘(i) The other major medical facility project
for which the amounts are being obligated.

““(iii) The amounts being obligated for such
other major medical facility project.’’.

TITLE X—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 1001. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.

(a) CHAPTER 1.—The table of sections at the
beginning of chapter 1 is amended by striking
the item relating to section 118 and inserting the
following new item:

“118. Submission of reports to Congress in elec-
tronic form.”’.

(b) CHAPTER 11.—Section 1114(r)(2) is amended
by striking ‘$$2,983”° and inserting ‘‘$2,983.

(c) CHAPTER 17.—Chapter 17 is amended as
follows:

(1) In each of subparagraphs (A) and (B) of
section 1717(a)(2), by striking ‘‘the date of the
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Serv-
ices Act of 2010’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘“‘May 5, 2010”°.
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(2) In section 1785—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 2811(b) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh—11(b))”’ and
inserting ‘‘section 2812 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh)’’; and

(B) by striking “‘paragraph (3)(A) of”’.

(d) CHAPTER 19.—Chapter 19 is amended as
follows:

(1) In the third sentence of section
1967(a)(3)(B), by striking ‘‘spouse,,”” and insert-
ing ‘“‘spouse,’.

(2) In the second sentence of section 1980A(h),
by inserting ‘‘section’’ before ‘‘1968(a)’’.

(e) CHAPTER 20.—Section 2044(e)(3) is amended
by striking ‘‘fiscal year’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal
years’’.

(f) CHAPTER 30.—The table of sections at the
beginning of chapter 30 is amended by striking
the item relating to section 3020 and inserting
the following new item:

“3020. Authority to transfer unused education
benefits to family members for ca-
reer service members.”’.

(9) CHAPTER 33.—Chapter 33 is amended as
follows:

(1) In section 3313(c)(1), by striking ‘‘higher
education’ each place it appears and inserting
“higher learning’’

(2) In section 3313(d)(3), by striking ‘‘assist-
ance this chapter’” and inserting ‘‘assistance
under this chapter’’.

(3) In section 3313(e)(2)(B), by inserting a pe-
riod at the end.

(4) In section 3316(b)(2), by striking ‘‘supple-
ment’’ and inserting ‘‘supplemental’’.

(5) In section 3316(b)(3), by striking ‘‘edu-
cational payable’” and inserting ‘‘educational
assistance payable’.

(6) In section 3318(b)(2)(B), by striking ‘‘high-
er education’ and inserting ‘‘higher learning’’.

(7) In section 3319(b)(2), by striking ‘‘section
(k) and inserting ‘‘subsection (7).

(8) In section 3321(b)(2), by striking ‘3312
and inserting ‘‘section 3312 of this title’’.

(h) CHAPTER 35.—Section 3512(a)(6) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘this clause’ and inserting ‘‘this
paragraph’’.

(i) CHAPTER 36.—Section 3684(a)(1) is amended
by striking *‘,,”” and inserting a comma.

(j) CHAPTER 37.—Section 3733(a)(7) is amended
by inserting a comma after 2003’ .

(k) CHAPTER 41.—Section 4102A(b)(8) is
amended by striking ‘“‘Employment and Train-
ing’’ and inserting ‘‘Employment, Training’’.

(1) CHAPTER 55.—Chapter 55 is amended as fol-
lows:

(1) In section 5510, in the second sentence of
the matter preceding paragraph (1) by striking
“following: —’’ and inserting ‘‘following:’’.

(2) In section 5510(9), by striking ‘‘govern-
ment’’ and inserting ‘‘Government’’.

(m) CHAPTER 57.—Chapter 57 is amended as
follows:

(1) In section 5723(g)(2), by inserting ‘‘the’’ be-
fore “‘Department’’.

(2) In section 5727(20), by striking ‘‘subordi-
nate plan defines’ and inserting ‘‘plan that de-
fines”’.

(n) CHAPTER 73.—Chapter 73 is amended as
follows:

(1) The table of sections at the beginning of
such chapter is amended by striking the item re-
lating to section 7333 and inserting the following
new item:

““7333. Nondiscrimination against alcohol and
drug abusers and persons infected
with the human immuno-
deficiency virus.”’.

(2) In section 7325(b)(2), by striking ‘‘section
2811(b) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 300hh-11(b))”’ and inserting ‘‘section 2812
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
300hh—11)"".

(0) CHAPTER 79.—Section 7903(a) is amended
by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)” and inserting
“paragraph (3)”.

(p) CHAPTER 81.—Chapter 81 is amended as
follows:



H7330

(1) In section 8111A(a)(2)(B)(ii)—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 2811(b) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-11(b))”’ and
inserting ‘‘section 2812 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh)’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘paragraph (3)(A4) of”’.

(2) In section 8117(e)—

(A4) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘(42 U.S.C.
300hh—~11(b))” and inserting ‘(42 U.S.C. 300hh—
11)’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘(42 U.S.C.
247d-6(a))”’ and inserting ‘(42 U.S.C. 247d-6)"".

SEC. 1002. STATUTORY PAY-AS-YOU-GO ACT COM-
PLIANCE.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the pur-
pose of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go-Act of 2010, shall be determined by ref-
erence to the latest statement titled ‘‘Budgetary
Effects of PAYGO Legislation’ for this Act, sub-
mitted for printing in the Congressional Record
by the Chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, provided that such statement has been
submitted prior to the vote on passage.

Amend the title so as to read: ““An Act to
amend title 38, United States Code, and the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to make
certain improvements in the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3219.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. FILNER. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
I rise in strong support of what is now
entitled the Veterans’ Benefits Act of
2010, H.R. 3219, the title being amended
in the Senate.

This is an omnibus benefits bill joint-
ly assembled by both the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs and the
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. It is comprehensive. It is bipar-
tisan. It is bicameral. In fact, and we
can rarely say this, Mr. Speaker, it has
already been approved by the Senate
by unanimous consent.

The critical bill would greatly en-
hance, expand, and modernize many of
the benefits afforded to our veterans,
particularly disabled veterans, their
families, and survivors.

The provisions in this bill are the
culminating result of numerous pro-
ductive hearings and markups, mean-
ingful oversight and bipartisan com-
promise, all to ensure that those who
are willing to lay down their lives for
our country and their families and sur-
vivors receive meaningful, world-class,
21st century benefits from their Na-
tion.

I want to thank the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance
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and Memorial Affairs, JOHN HALL of
New York; Representative STEPHANIE
HERSETH SANDLIN, the chairwoman of
the Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-

tunity; and their respective ranking
members, Mr. LAMBORN and Mr.
BoozMAN, for shepherding many of

these provisions through their commit-
tees. It will do a great deal of good for
our veterans, their families, and sur-
vivors.

For example, section 101 includes lan-
guage originally sponsored by Con-
gresswoman HERSETH SANDLIN of South
Dakota that would reauthorize the re-
cently expired VA work-study program
and expand the type of work available
for veterans participating in the pro-
gram. In the last fiscal year of 2009, a
little over 17,000 veterans participated
in this important program.

Section 102 incorporates legislation
championed by Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of
Arizona, which would reauthorize the
VA Veterans’ Advisory Committee on
Education. The committee would pro-
vide the VA Secretary with a knowl-
edgeable group of experts to give feed-
back on existing education benefits and
information on ways to improve cur-
rent programs.

Section 106 includes language cham-
pioned by a new but very active mem-
ber of our committee, Congressman
HARRY TEAGUE of New Mexico. Con-
gressman TEAGUE’s bipartisan work in
advancing this pilot program, which
seeks to employ our Nation’s veterans
while addressing the growing need for
an energy-related workforce, is to be
strongly commended.

Mr. TEAGUE also championed section
204, which would provide injured serv-
icemembers returning to active duty a
waiver for the VA’s home loan funding
fees, keeping it in line with the intent
of the waiver, which is to assist our in-
jured servicemembers and veterans. I
applaud Congressman TEAGUE for his
leadership.

Sections 201 and 202 include provi-
sions championed by Congressman
Bo0ozMAN, which seek to reauthorize
the Homeless Veterans Reintegration
Program and create a similar program
to focus on homeless women veterans
and homeless veterans with children.

Sections 301 through 303 incorporate
provisions that I and Congressman
CoNNOLLY of Virginia have worked on
during this Congress. These sections
seek to strengthen the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act by permitting the can-
cellation of motor vehicle leases, pro-
hibiting early termination penalties,
and allowing servicemembers the op-
tion to cancel certain phone and serv-
ice contracts.

Sections 401, 402, 404, 405, and 407 rep-
resent the great work of Mr. DONNELLY
of Indiana; Mrs. HALVORSON of Illinois;
Mr. BUYER, who is retiring; Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK of Arizona; and Mr. PERRIELLO.
These provisions increase many of the
outdated insurance policy amounts and
terms for our veterans, many of whom
are severely disabled or who have suf-
fered traumatic injury.
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Sections 501, 502, and 503 represent
burial and cemetery matters put forth
by Ms. BERKLEY of Nevada, Mr. FRANK
of Massachusetts, and Mr. SALAZAR of
Colorado.

Ms. BERKLEY and Mr. SALAZAR are
both former members of our Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. Ms. BERK-
LEY has been a longtime champion of
increasing funeral benefits and plot al-
lowances to reflect modern costs. Mr.
SALAZAR has worked tirelessly to en-
sure that the veterans in the southern
Colorado region would be served by a
national cemetery. Now, both of these
goals are set for enactment.

Mr. FRANK’s provision is known as
the Corey Shea Act and would allow
parents of our fallen servicemembers
to be laid to rest with their son or
daughter if there are no other eligible
survivors.

The bill contains a host of upgraded
benefits, including:

Section 604, championed by Mr. HIG-
GINS of New York, which would allow
our low-income pensioners to receive
payments of up to $5,000 from States or
municipalities without offset;

Section 803 would provide greater
automobile and adaptive equipment to
veterans with severe burn injuries;

Section 804 would increase the auto-
mobile allowance for disabled veterans
from $11,000 to almost $19,000; and

Sections 805 and 806 would allow the
Institute of Medicine to take a closer
look at those veterans who suffer from
illnesses associated with service in the
Persian Gulf wars.

This bill enjoys resounding support
from the veterans service organiza-
tions, including Gold Star Wives, Dis-
abled American Veterans, Paralyzed
Veterans of America, Veterans of For-
eign Wars, AMVETS, Blinded Veterans
Association, the American Legion, and
the Military Order of the Purple Heart.

I thank all the Members of the House
who have contributed to and worked on
this comprehensive bill. On behalf of
our 24 million veterans and their fami-
lies and survivors and as chairman of
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, I
thank all of you for your input.

Of course, none of this would have
come to fruition without the hard work
of our committee staff. I thank those
on both sides of the aisle and their
counterparts in the Senate. I want to
especially thank the staff from the
House Legislative Counsel and the Con-
gressional Budget Office.

Finally, I want to thank our staff di-
rector, Malcom Shorter; our staff di-
rector for disability, Kimberly Ross;
and her colleague, Juan Lara, for their
tireless work to see this great effort
through to finality.

AMVETS,
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS,
Lanham, MD, September 24, 2010.
Hon. BoB FILNER,
Chairman, House Committee on Veterans Af-
fairs, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN FILNER: On behalf of
AMVETS (American Veterans) I would like
to provide our organizational support for the
Veterans’ Benefits Act of 2010. There are



September 29, 2010

countless provisions that will improve em-
ployment and education opportunities, in-
crease insurance Dbenefits, enhance com-
pensation and pension, and the list goes on.

Many of the sections of this bill are issue
AMVETS has been advocating for years, and
AMVETS is pleased to see this bill is compli-
ant with PAYGO rules.

AMVETS looks forward to the introduc-
tion and timely passage of this comprehen-
sive piece of legislation. We look forward to
our continued work together to advance vet-
erans issues

Respectfully,
RAYMOND C. KELLEY,
National Legislative Director, AMVETS.
PVA,
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2010.
Hon. BoB FILNER,
Chairman, House Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN FILNER: On behalf of Para-
lyzed Veterans of America (PVA), I offer our
support for the ‘“Veterans Benefits Act of
2010.”” This critically important legislation
addresses a wide range of needed improve-
ments in benefits available to veterans and
their families.

This legislation contains a number of pro-
visions that are particularly important to
PVA and its members. Specifically, we ap-
preciate the significant increase in the
adaptive automobile grant from $11,000 to
$18,500 and the annual index that will now
apply to this benefit to ensure that its pur-
chasing power is not eroded over time. Like-
wise, we recognize the importance of expand-
ing access to adaptive automobile assistance
to disabled veterans who have incurred se-
vere burns.

We are also pleased to see that the Com-
mittee has provided additional protections
to veterans and their families by increasing
the Veterans’ Mortgage Life Insurance ben-
efit from $90,000 to $150,000 and eventually to
$200,000. Moreover, the increase in the cap for
Independent Living services administered by
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Vo-
cational Rehabilitation program will prove
beneficial to the most severely disabled vet-
erans who simply want to become productive
members of society.

Once again, we thank the Committee for
its continued emphasis on improving bene-
fits for severely disabled veterans and their
families.

Sincerely,
CARL BLAKE,
National Legislative Director,
Paralyzed Veterans of America.
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE
UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2010.
Hon. BOB FILNER,
Chairman, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN FILNER, On behalf of the
2.1 million members of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and our Auxiliaries, I would like
to offer our strong support for The Veterans’
Benefit Act of 2010. We believe this impor-
tant benefits bill would make a big dif-
ference in the lives of many veterans.

The legislation, which includes many
issues that have broad support in the House
and Senate should be moved forward favor-
ably so veterans can benefit from the good
policies contained in the bill. Some of the
provisions included in the bill would improve
life insurance benefits for those suffering
from TBI, increase burial benefits, provide a
cost-of-living increase for survivors with
children under the age of 18, and make
changes to USERRA as well as updating re-
adjustment benefits for many disabled vet-
erans.
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We believe the provisions contained in the
bill are far too important to be delayed until
next year.

We look forward to the passage of this
most critical legislation as it will truly
make a significant impact in the lives of vet-
erans. We appreciate your commitment to
America’s veterans and look forward to
working with you and your staff

Sincerely,
GERALD T. MANAR,
Deputy Director.
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS,
Washington, DC, September 28, 2010.
Hon. BOB FILNER,
Chairman, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN FILNER: On behalf of the
1.2 million members of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans (DAV), I am writing to sup-
port compromise legislation entitled the
‘“Veterans Benefits Act of 2010, which is ex-
pected to be considered in the House this
week. This omnibus bill contains a number
of provisions that are of great importance to
America’s veterans, including several that
are priorities for DAV and the disabled vet-
erans we represent.

Approval of this legislation would increase
the automobile assistance allowance from
$11,000 to $18,900, index it to the Consumer
Price Index, and expand eligibility for the
benefit to veterans and service members
with severe burn injuries. The bill would in-
crease disability compensation provided to
severely disabled veterans who have dif-
ficulty using prostheses as well as provide
aid and attendance benefits to veterans suf-
fering from traumatic brain injury. Enact-
ment of the legislation would increase the
amount of supplemental insurance for to-
tally disabled veterans from $20,000 to $30,000
and immediately increase the limit of Vet-
erans Mortgage Life Insurance (VMLI) for
disabled veterans from $90,000 to $150,000, and
then to $200,000 beginning in 2012. The bill
would also increase the number of veterans
who could participate in VA’s independent
living services and assistance program from
2,600 to 2,700.

Overall, the ‘Veterans Benefits Act of
20107 makes important improvements to an
array of federal benefits that help to com-
pensate and support veterans transitioning
back into civilian life, especially those who
return with disabilities from their service.
DAV supports approval of this legislation
and thanks you for your support of disabled
veterans.

Sincerely,
JOSEPH A. VIOLANTE,
National Legislative Director.
BLINDED VETERANS ASSOCIATION,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2010.
Hon. BOB FILNER,
Chairman, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
U.S. Congress, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN FILNER, The Blinded Vet-
erans Association (BVA), is the only congres-
sionally chartered veterans service organiza-
tion exclusively dedicated to serving the
needs of our nation’s blinded veterans and
their families for 65 years, and fully supports
passage of HR 3219 Veterans Benefits Act of
2010 to help veterans with a wide variety of
benefits and education issues. The positive
changes in this legislation will assist vet-
erans in many employment and education
initiatives and expansion of other necessary
changes to improve the lives of veterans and
their families.

This legislation would improve the older
blinded veterans’ lives that receive small
state annuities but loose them when they are
offset currently from their VA pensions. We
appreciate the effort that Congressman Hall
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and you both have made in including a fix to
this long standing problem in section 604 for
these disabled veterans.

Chairman Filner, BVA thanks you for your
strong leadership on working to get passage
of HR 3219 Veterans Benefits Act of 2010.
Your dedication and solid commitment to
America’s current and future veterans, is
very appreciated by the Blinded Veterans As-
sociation.

Sincerely,
THOMAS ZAMPIERI PH.D.,
Director, Government Relations.

GOLD STAR WIVES OF AMERICA, INC.,
Arlington, VA, September 27, 2010.
CHAIRMAN BOB FILNER,
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Wash-
ington, DC.

Gold Star Wives of America, Inc. is happy
to support the Veterans’ Benefits Act of 2010,
H.R. 3219. All the provisions of this bill are
beneficial, but we especially like the provi-
sions listed below.

Section 107 requires the Department of
Veterans Affairs to create a webpage to list
the organizations that provide scholarship to
veterans. This is much needed information
and should be readily available. We hope
that this webpage will include scholarships
that are available to surviving families and
families of disabled veterans eligible for
Chapter 35 education benefits.

Section 401 increases the amount of supple-
mental life insurance available to totally
disabled veterans to $30,000. This is a much
needed increase in this insurance benefit. We
hope that some arrangement can be made so
that those eligible for this insurance can be
made aware that it is available.

Section 404 allows veterans to increase
their Veterans Group Life Insurance to en-
sure the welfare of their surviving families.

Section 501 increases burial and funeral
benefits and plot allowances for veterans.
These benefits are greatly needed by vet-
erans’ families, and we are happy to see
these increases.

Other provisions of the bill will benefit our
servicemembers and veterans as well as their
families, and we also fully support these pro-
visions.

KATHRYN A. WITT,
Co-Chair, Government
Relations Committee,
Gold Star Wives of
America, Inc.

THE AMERICAN LEGION,
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER,
Washington, DC, September 28, 2010.
Hon. BOB FILNER,
Chairman, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN FILNER: On behalf of the
2.5 million members of The American Le-
gion, I offer our support for H.R. 3219, the
‘“Veterans Benefits Act of 2010.”” This wide-
ranging omnibus bill contains a number of
laudable provisions that would bring im-
provements in employment, compensation
and pension, insurance and burial benefits
available to veterans and their families.

Some of the noteworthy provisions in-
cluded in this bill would improve employ-
ment opportunities for veterans pursuing an
education; expedite the training of new dis-
abled veterans’ outreach program specialists
(DVOPS) and local veterans’ employment
representatives (LVERS), thereby improving
employment services offered to veterans
seeking work. In addition, it would clarify
and strengthen reemployment rights of vet-
erans and members of reserve components.
This legislation would increase disability



H7332

compensation provided to severely disabled
veterans who have difficulty using pros-
theses. Additionally, an increase would be
realized regarding adaptive automobile
grants, and expanding access to adaptive
automobile assistance to disabled veterans
who have incurred severe burns. It would
also provide aid and attendance benefits to
veterans suffering from traumatic brain in-
jury.

We are especially pleased to see that this
legislation would provide additional protec-
tions to veterans and their families by in-
creasing the amount of supplemental insur-
ance for totally disabled veterans and raising
the limit of Veterans’ Mortgage Life Insur-
ance for disabled veterans. In addition, the
bill includes language to increase the num-
ber of veterans who would be allowed to par-
ticipate in VA’s independent living services
and assistance program.

The American Legion fully supports H.R.
3219 and we urge strong bipartisan support
and expeditious passage of this measure. The
American Legion thanks you, Mr. Chairman,
and offers our sincere appreciation for your
continued leadership in addressing the issues
that are important to veterans, members of
the Armed Forces, and their families.

Sincerely,
JIMMIE L. FOSTER,
National Commander.
MILITARY ORDER
OF THE PURPLE HEART,
Springfield, VA, September 29, 2010.
CHAIRMAN BOB FILNER,
House Veterans Affairs Committee,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN FILNER: On behalf of the
Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH),
I am writing to inform you that MOPH is in
total support of legislation, H.R. 3219, that
you have introduced. The ‘‘Veterans’ Bene-
fits Act of 2010 has many far reaching bene-
fits for our membership which is comprised
of combat wounded veterans as well as for all
of America’s veterans.

We commend you for your leadership on
this worthwhile legislative effort.

Respectfully,
CLAYTON JONES,
National Commander.
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT FOR H.R. 3219, AS
AMENDED

H.R. 3219, as amended, the Veterans’ Bene-
fits Act of 2010, reflects a Compromise Agree-
ment reached by the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs (the Commit-
tees) on the following bills reported during
the 111th Congress: H.R. 174; H.R. 466, as
amended; H.R. 1037, as amended; H.R. 1088;
H.R. 1089, as amended; H.R. 1168, as amended;
H.R. 1170, as amended; H.R. 1171, as amended;
H.R. 1172, as amended; H.R. 2180; H.R. 3219, as
amended; H.R. 3949, as amended; H.R. 4592, as
amended (House Bills); and S. 728, as amend-
ed; S. 1237, as reported; and S. 3609 (Senate
Bills).

H.R. 174 passed the House on November 2,
2009; H.R. 466, as amended, passed the House
on June 8, 2009; H.R. 1037, as amended, passed
the House on July 14, 2009; H.R. 1088 passed
the House on May 19, 2009; H.R. 1089, as
amended, passed the House on May 19, 2009;
H.R. 1168, as amended, passed the House on
November 2, 2009; H.R. 1170, as amended,
passed the House on May 19, 2009; H.R. 1171,
as amended, passed the House on March 30,
2009; H.R. 1172, as amended, passed the House
on June 23, 2009; H.R. 3219, as amended,
passed the House on July 27, 2009; H.R. 3949,
as amended, passed the House on November
3, 2009. H.R. 4592 passed the House on March
23, 2010. H.R. 1037, as amended, passed the
Senate on October 7, 2009.
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The Committees have prepared the fol-
lowing explanation of H.R. 3219, as amended,
to reflect a Compromise Agreement between
the Committees. Differences between the
provisions contained in the Compromise
Agreement and the related provisions of the
House Bills and the Senate Bills are noted in
this document, except for clerical correc-
tions, conforming changes made necessary
by the Compromise Agreement, and minor
drafting, technical, and clarifying changes.

TITLE I—-EMPLOYMENT, SMALL

BUSINESS, AND EDUCATION MATTERS
EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY FOR

CERTAIN QUALIFYING WORK-STUDY ACTIVI-

TIES FOR PURPOSES OF THE EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS OF THE DEPARTMENT

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Current Law

Section 3485 of title 38, United States Code
(U.8.C.), permits certain students enrolled in
a program of education to participate in
work-study programs. Approved work-study
activities are generally activities relating to
processing documents or providing services
at Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) fa-
cilities. However, until June 30, 2010, ap-
proved activities also included outreach
services provided by State approving agen-
cies, care to veterans in State homes, and ac-
tivities related to the administration of na-
tional or State veterans’ cemeteries.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

H.R. 1037, as amended, would require VA to
conduct a five-year pilot program to expand
work-study opportunities by adding to the
list of approved activities positions in aca-
demic departments (including positions as
tutors or research, teaching, and lab assist-
ants) and in student services (including posi-
tions in career centers and financial aid,
campus orientation, cashiers, admissions,
records, and registration offices).

Compromise Agreement

Section 101 of the Compromise Agreement
would extend the authority from June 30,
2010, to June 30, 2013, during which qualifying
work-study activities may include assisting
with outreach services to servicemembers
and veterans furnished by employees of
State approving agencies, provision of care
to veterans in State homes, and activities re-
lated to administration of a national ceme-
tery or State veterans’ cemetery. In addi-
tion, effective October 1, 2011, it would add to
the list of qualifying work-study activities
the following:

Activities of State veterans agencies help-
ing veterans obtain any benefit under laws
administered by VA or States;

Positions at Centers of Excellence for Vet-
eran Student Success;

Positions working in programs run jointly
by VA and an institution of higher learning;
and

Any other veterans-related position in an
institution of higher learning.

REAUTHORIZATION OF VETERANS’ ADVISORY

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
Current Law

Section 3692 of title 38 provides for the for-
mation of a Veterans’ Advisory Committee
on Education. The authority for this Com-
mittee expired on December 31, 2009.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

Section 102 of H.R. 3949, as amended, would
reauthorize the Advisory Committee until
December 31, 2015.
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Compromise Agreement
Section 102 of the Compromise Agreement

would extend the Veterans’ Advisory Com-

mittee on Education until December 31, 2013.

18-MONTH PERIOD FOR TRAINING OF NEW DIs-
ABLED VETERANS’ OUTREACH PROGRAM SPE-
CIALISTS AND LOCAL VETERANS’ EMPLOY-
MENT REPRESENTATIVES BY NATIONAL VET-
ERANS’ EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERV-
ICES INSTITUTE

Current Law
Section 4102A(c)(8) of title 38, U.S.C., re-

quires that, as a condition of receiving

grants under the Disabled Veterans’ Out-
reach Program (DVOP) and the Local Vet-
erans’ Employment Representatives (LVER)
program authorities, States are generally re-
quired to have each DVOP and LVER com-
plete a program of training through the Na-
tional Veterans’ Employment and Training

Services Institute within three years of be-

ginning employment.

Senate Bill
The Senate Bills contain no comparable

provision.

House Bill
H.R. 1088 would require that DVOPs and

LVERs assigned to perform those duties on

or after the date of enactment complete

training within one year of being so assigned
and that DVOPs and LVERs hired on or after

January 1, 2006, also complete training with-

in one year of the date of enactment.

Compromise Agreement
Section 103 of the Compromise Agreement

would require that DVOPs and LVERs hired

on or after the date of enactment complete
training within 18 months of employment
and that any previously-hired DVOPs and

LVERs who were hired on or after January 1,

2006, also complete training within 18

months of the date of enactment.

CLARIFICATION OF RESPONSIBILITY OF SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO VERIFY
SMALL BUSINESS OWNERSHIP

Current Law
Public Law 109-461 (120 Stat. 3403), the Vet-

erans Benefits, Health Care, and Information

Technology Act of 2006, requires VA to main-

tain the VetBiz Vendor Information Page

(VIP) database containing Veteran Owned

Small Businesses (VOSB) and Service-Dis-

abled Veteran Owned Small Businesses

(SDVOSB). This law also requires VA to

verify that registered firms meet the eligi-

bility requirements to be classified as VOSBs
or SDVOSBs to be included in the database.

Senate Bill
The Senate Bills contain no comparable

provision.

House Bill
Section 101 of H.R. 3949, as amended, would

require VA to verify small business concerns

prior to being listed in the VIP database.

Compromise Agreement
Section 104 of the Compromise Agreement

follows the House Bill.

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT FOR REFERRAL OF
USERRA CLAIMS AGAINST FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES TO THE OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL

Current Law
Under chapter 43 of title 38, U.S.C., the De-

partment of Labor has responsibility for re-

ceiving, investigating, and attempting to re-
solve all claims filed under the Uniformed

Services Employment and Reemployment

Rights Act (USERRA).

Senate Bill
The Senate Bills contain no comparable

provision.

House Bill
H.R. 1089, as amended, would provide the

U.S. Office of Special Counsel with initial ju-

risdiction to investigate and prosecute all
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USERRA complaints involving Federal exec-
utive agencies and provide authority for in-
dividuals to file complaints with the U.S. Of-
fice of Special Counsel. It would clarify that
the U.S. Office of Special Counsel has the
same authority as the U.S. Department of
Labor to conduct investigations and issue
subpoenas when investigating USERRA com-
plaints.
Compromise Agreement

Section 105 of the Compromise Agreement
would require the Secretary of Labor and the
Office of Special Counsel to carry out a 36—
month demonstration project to start no
later than 60 days after the Comptroller Gen-
eral submits a report assessing the proposed
methods and procedures for the demonstra-
tion project; under the demonstration
project, certain USERRA claims against
Federal executive agencies would be received
by or referred to the Office of Special Coun-
sel. It would also allow the Office of Special
Counsel to receive and investigate certain
claims under USERRA and related prohib-
ited personnel practice claims. Finally, the
Compromise Agreement would establish gen-
eral guidelines for administration of the
demonstration project; would require the De-
partment of Labor and the Office of Special
Counsel to jointly establish methods and
procedures to be used during the demonstra-
tion project and submit to Congress a report
describing those methods and procedures;
would require the Comptroller General to
submit to Congress a report assessing those
methods and procedures; and would require
the Comptroller General to submit to Con-
gress reports on the demonstration project.

VETERANS ENERGY-RELATED EMPLOYMENT

PROGRAM

Current Law

Current law contains no relevant provi-
sion.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.

House Bill

H.R. 4592, as amended, would create a Vet-
erans Energy-Related Employment Program
pilot program, which would award competi-
tive grants to three States for the establish-
ment of a program that would reimburse en-
ergy employers for the cost of providing on-
the-job training for veterans in the energy
sector. The reimbursements would go to em-
ployers or labor-management organizations.
Each participating State would be required
to provide evidence that it can produce such
training to serve a population of eligible vet-
erans, has a diverse energy industry, and the
ability to carry out such a program, as well
as certify that participating veterans would
be hired at a wage rate consistent with the
standard industry average for jobs that are
technically involved and have a skill-set
that is not transferable to other non-energy
industries. It would authorize appropriations
of $10 million a year for five years, beginning
in 2011 through 2015.

Compromise Agreement

Section 106 of the Compromise Agreement
would establish a pilot competitive grant
program (Veterans Energy-Related Employ-
ment Program) as part of the Veterans
Workforce Investment Program for up to
three States to provide grants to energy em-
ployers that train veterans in skills par-
ticular to the energy industry. States would
need to repay funds not used for the purposes
outlined for this pilot program and submit
reports on the use of the grant funds to the
Secretary of Liabor. This section would out-
line requirements employers must meet to
receive funds from a State and would pro-
hibit the use of funds for non-eligible vet-
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erans or eligible veterans whose employment
is funded through any other governmental
program. A report to Congress would be re-
quired to be submitted by the Secretary. The
administrative costs of the Secretary would
be limited to 2 percent of the appropriations
for this program and the Secretary of Labor
would be permitted to determine the max-
imum amounts of each grant that may be
used for administration and reporting costs.
Section 106 of the Compromise Agreement
would authorize $1.5 million for the grant
program for each of fiscal years 2012 through
2014.
PAT TILLMAN VETERANS’ SCHOLARSHIP
INITIATIVE

Current Law

There is no relevant provision in current
law.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

H.R. 1172, as amended, would require VA to
provide and maintain on its website by June
1, 2010, information regarding scholarships
that are available to veterans and family
members of deceased veterans. Information
to be provided on the website would include
a list of organizations offering scholarships
and a link to their websites. VA would also
be required to notify schools and other orga-
nizations of the opportunity to be listed on
the website.
Compromise Agreement

Section 107 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the House Bill but requires the VA,
by June 1, 2011, to make available on its
website a list of organizations that provide
scholarships to veterans and their survivors.
VA would be required to make reasonable ef-
forts to notify schools and other organiza-
tions of the opportunity to be listed on the
website.

TITLE II—HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS
MATTERS
REAUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR

HOMELESS VETERANS REINTEGRATION PRO-
GRAM
Current Law

The Homeless Veterans Reintegration Pro-
gram (HVRP) was initially enacted in 1987 as
part of Public Law 100-77, the Stewart B.
McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, to ex-
pand services beyond food and shelter to
homeless veterans. Public Law 107-95, the
Homeless Veterans Comprehensive Assist-
ance Act of 2001, directed the Secretary of
Labor to provide homeless veterans with job
training, counseling, and placement services
as part of a holistic approach to reinte-
grating homeless veterans back into society.
The authorization of appropriations to carry
out this program expired at the end of fiscal
year 2009.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.

House Bill
Section 2 of H.R. 1171, as amended, would

reauthorize, through fiscal year 2014, the De-

partment of Labor’s HVRP.

Compromise Agreement
Section 201 of the Compromise Agreement

follows the House Bill, except that it would

reauthorize the HVRP through fiscal year

2011.

HOMELESS WOMEN VETERANS AND HOMELESS
VETERANS WITH CHILDREN REINTEGRATION
GRANT PROGRAM

Current Law
Currently, under section 2021 of title 38,

U.S.C., the Secretary of Labor is required to
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conduct, directly or through grant or con-
tract, the HVRP. Through HVRP, the Sec-
retary selects programs that are appropriate
to provide job training, counseling, and
placement services (including job readiness,
literacy and skills training) to expedite the
reintegration of homeless veterans into the
labor force. HVRP is administered through
the Assistant Secretary of Labor for Vet-
erans’ Employment and Training (VETS).
Senate Bill

Section 102 of S. 1237, as reported, would
amend Subchapter III of chapter 20 of title
38, U.S.C., by adding a new section 2021A, en-
titled ‘‘Grant program for reintegration of
homeless women veterans and homeless vet-
erans with children.”” This grant program
would differ from the current HVRP grants
in that it would be strictly a grant program
and would focus specifically on providing
services that will assist in the reintegration
into the labor force of homeless women vet-
erans and homeless veterans with children.
Like the current HVRP grants, services
under this new grant program would include
job training, counseling, and job placement
services, including job readiness, literacy,
and skills training. Importantly, it would
also include child care services to serve more
effectively the target population.

House Bill

Section 3 of H.R. 1171, as amended, would
amend title 38, U.S.C., adding a new section
2021A, entitled ‘‘Homeless women veterans
and homeless veterans with children re-
integration grant program.” That bill would
direct the Secretary of Labor to carry out a
grant program to provide reintegration serv-
ices through programs and facilities that
emphasize services for homeless women vet-
erans and homeless veterans with children.
Compromise Agreement

Section 202 of the Compromise Agreement
generally follows the House Bill. However,
the authorization of appropriations to carry
out this program is $1 million for fiscal years
2011 to 2015.

SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY GRANT PROGRAM

Current Law

There is no current provision in title 38,
U.S.C., authorizing grants to develop assist-
ive technology for specially adapted housing.
The Specially Adapted Housing (SAH) pro-
gram was established in 1948 by Public Law
80-702, an act to authorize assistance to cer-
tain veterans in acquiring specially adapted
housing which they require by reason of
their service-connected disabilities. The SAH
program provides grants to certain quali-
fying service-connected disabled veterans to
assist them in acquiring suitable housing.
Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provisions.

House Bill

H.R. 1170, as amended, would authorize a
five-year pilot program to promote research
and development of adaptive technologies
that would be applicable to the SAH pro-
gram. It would also provide that VA retain a
30 percent interest in any patent approved as
a result of funding through this grant pro-
gram. The bill would further require that VA
retain any investment returns from these
patents to assist in funding grants, during
the duration of this program. It would au-
thorize $2 million per year for purposes of
this grant program; those amounts would be
derived from amounts appropriated for VA
Medical Services.

Compromise Agreement

Section 203 of the Compromise Agreement
generally follows the House Bill. However,
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under the Compromise Agreement, the Sec-
retary would not retain any patent rights to
the technology developed by any grant re-
cipient, the funding amount would be re-
duced from $2 million to $1 million per fiscal
year to carry out this program, and the fund-
ing would now come from amounts appro-
priated to VA for readjustment benefits, not

Medical Services. The effective date of the

five-year pilot program would be October 1,

2011.

WAIVER OF HOUSING LOAN FEE FOR CERTAIN
VETERANS WITH SERVICE-CONNECTED DIS-
ABILITIES CALLED TO ACTIVE SERVICE

Current Law
Current law, section 3729(c)(1) of title 38,

U.S.C., states that a loan fee, normally col-
lected from each person obtaining a housing
loan guaranteed, insured or made under
chapter 37, will be waived for a veteran who
is receiving compensation, or who, but for
the receipt of retirement pay, would be enti-
tled to receive compensation.

Senate Bill
The Senate Bills contain no comparable

provision.

House Bill
H.R. 2180 would waive housing loan fees for

certain veterans with service-connected dis-

abilities called back to active service.

Compromise Agreement

Section 204 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the House Bill.

TITLE III—SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL
RELIEF ACT MATTERS
RESIDENTIAL AND MOTOR VEHICLE LEASES
Current Law

Section 305 of the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act (SCRA) permits the cancellation
of motor vehicle leases and prohibits early
termination penalties. It also permits can-
cellation of residential leases, but it does not
provide protection from early termination
fees.
Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

Section 202 of H.R. 3949 would amend sub-
section (e) of section 305 of SCRA to revise
provisions concerning arrearages and other
obligations to prohibit a lessor from charg-
ing an early termination charge with respect
to a residential, professional, business, or ag-
ricultural rental lease entered into by a per-
son who subsequently enters military serv-
ice, or for a servicemember who has received
orders for permanent change of station or for
deployment in support of a military oper-
ation. It would provide that unpaid lease
charges shall be paid by the lessee.
Compromise Agreement

Section 301 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the House bill.
TERMINATION OF TELEPHONE SERVICE
CONTRACTS

Current Law

Section 305A of SCRA permits certain
servicemembers the option to request a ter-
mination or suspension of their cellular
phone contracts if they are deployed outside
of the continental United States for a period
of not less than 90 days or have a permanent
change of duty station within the United
States.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

Section 201 of H.R. 3949 would amend sec-
tion 305A of the SCRA to allow a service-
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member to terminate certain service con-
tracts if the servicemember has received
military orders to deploy for a period of not
less than 90 days or for a change of duty sta-
tion to a location that does not support such
service. Furthermore, if the terminated con-
tract was for cellular or telephone exchange
services, it would allow a servicemember to
keep the phone number to the extent prac-
ticable and in accordance with applicable
law. Covered contracts would include cel-
lular telephone service (including family
plans with the servicemember), telephone ex-
change service, multi-channel video pro-
gramming service and internet service, as
well as home water, electricity, home heat-
ing oil and natural gas services.
Servicemembers would be required to deliver
a written notice of termination of the serv-
ice contract and the military orders to the
service provider by hand delivery, private
carrier, fax, or U.S. Postal Service with re-
turn receipt requested and sufficient post-
age. A service provider would be prohibited
from imposing an early termination charge,
but could collect appropriate tax, obligation
or liability under the contract.

Compromise Agreement

Section 302 of the Compromise Agreement
would allow a servicemember to terminate a
contract for cellular telephone or telephone
exchange service at any time after receiving
notice of military orders to relocate for a pe-
riod of 90 days or more to a location that
does not support the contract. It would fur-
ther require the telephone number of an indi-
vidual who terminated a contract to be kept
available for a period of not to exceed three
years if the servicemember resubscribes to
the service within 90 days of the last day of
relocation. Finally, section 302 of the Com-
promise Agreement would permit certain
family plan contracts for cellular telephone
service entered into by a family member of a
servicemember to be terminated.

ENFORCEMENT BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AND BY PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION

Current Law

Current law contains no relevant provi-
sion.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.

House Bill

Section 203 of H.R. 3949 would amend the
SCRA to add a new title, Title VIII—Civil Li-
ability, which would authorize the U.S. At-
torney General to bring a civil action in U.S.
district court to enforce provisions of the
SCRA. It would also authorize the court to
grant appropriate relief to include monetary
damages. The court would be authorized in
certain circumstances to impose a civil pen-
alty that, for the first violation, will not ex-
ceed $55,000 and, for any subsequent viola-
tion, will not exceed $110,000. It would pro-
vide intervenor rights to aggrieved persons
for a civil action that has already been start-
ed. In addition, it would clarify that a person
has a private right of action to file a civil ac-
tion for violations under the SCRA and that
the court may award costs and attorney fees
to a servicemember who prevails. Finally, it
would provide that the rights granted under
sections 801 or 802 will not limit or exclude
any other rights that may also be available
under Federal or state law.

Compromise Agreement

Section 303 of the Compromise Agreement
generally follows the House bill with some
technical changes.
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TITLE IV—-INSURANCE MATTERS
INCREASE IN AMOUNT OF SUPPLEMENTAL
INSURANCE FOR TOTALLY DISABLED VETERANS

Current Law

Section 1922A of title allows eligible to-
tally disabled veterans to receive a max-
imum of $20,000 in Service-Disabled Vet-
erans’ Insurance (S-DVI) supplemental life
insurance coverage.

Senate Bill

Section 101 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 1922A(a) of title 38, U.S.C., to
increase the amount of life insurance avail-
able to totally disabled veterans by allowing
them to purchase an additional $10,000 in
supplemental insurance coverage. This
would raise the maximum amount of S-DVI
supplemental coverage to $30,000.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 401 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill, except that the pro-
vision would take effect on October 1, 2011.
PERMANENT EXTENSION OF DURATION OF

SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE INSURANCE

COVERAGE FOR TOTALLY DISABLED VET-

ERANS
Current Law

VA offers a variety of life insurance op-
tions for servicemembers, veterans, and their
families. Among these is the
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
(SGLI) program, which offers low-cost group
life insurance for servicemembers on active
duty, Ready Reservists, members of the Na-
tional Guard, members of the Commissioned
Corps of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the Public Health
Service, cadets and midshipmen of the four
service academies, and members of the Re-
serve Officer Training Corps. SGLI coverage
is available in $50,000 increments up to the
maximum of $400,000.

Public Law 93-289, the Veterans’ Insurance
Act of 1974, established a new program of
post-separation insurance known as Vet-
erans’ Group Life Insurance (VGLI). VGLI
provides for the post-service conversion of
SGLI to a renewable term policy of insur-
ance. Persons eligible for full-time coverage
include former servicemembers who were in-
sured full-time under SGLI and who were re-
leased from active duty or the Reserves,
Ready Reservists who have part-time SGLI
coverage and who incur certain disabilities
during periods of active or inactive duty
training, and members of the Individual
Ready Reserve and Inactive National Guard.
VGLI coverage is issued in multiples of
$10,000 up to a maximum of $400,000.

Under current law, VGLI applications for
coverage must occur within one year and 120
days from discharge. However,
servicemembers who are totally disabled at
the time of discharge may have a longer pe-
riod within which to convert their SGLI cov-
erage to VGLI. Public Law 109-233, the Vet-
erans’ Housing Opportunity and. Benefits
Improvement Act of 2006, authorized VA to
extend from one to two years, after separa-
tion from active duty service, the period
within which totally disabled members may
receive premium free SGLI coverage and
convert their coverage to a policy under the
VGLI program after separation from active
duty service. However, Public Law 109-233
mandated that on or after October 1, 2011,
this two-year time period would be shortened
to 18 months.

Senate Bill

Section 101 of S. 3765 would amend section
1968(a) of title 38, U.S.C., to eliminate the ex-
piration date for a potential two-year exten-
sion of SGLI coverage available to
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servicemembers who are totally disabled
when they separate from service.
House Bill

Section 101 of H.R. 3219, as amended, would
amend section 1968(a) of title 38, U.S.C., to
eliminate the expiration date for a potential
two-year extension of SGLI coverage avail-
able to servicemembers who are totally dis-
abled when they separate from service.
Compromise Agreement

Section 402 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the language in both bills.
ADJUSTMENT OF COVERAGE OF DEPENDENTS

UNDER SERVICEMEMBERS' GROUP LIFE IN-

SURANCE
Current Law

Under current law, insurable dependents of
servicemembers on active duty, or Ready Re-
servists who are totally disabled on the date
of separation or release from service or as-
signment, are authorized to continue receiv-
ing insurance coverage long after the
servicemembers’ separation or release from
service. Servicemembers on active duty are
potentially eligible for continued coverage
for up to 2 years after the date of separation
or release from service; Ready Reservists are
potentially eligible for an additional 1 year
of coverage after separation or release from
an assignment. Thereafter, the insurable de-
pendents of covered servicemembers on ac-
tive duty are also potentially eligible for
continued coverage for up to 2 years after
the date of separation or release from service
or, in the case of an insurable dependent of
a Ready Reservists, up to 1 year after the
date of separation or release from an assign-
ment.
Senate Bill

Section 102 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 1968(a)(5)(B)(ii) of title 38,
U.S.C., so that no insurable dependent, not
even those of servicemembers who remain
covered for up to 1 or 2 years after service or
assignment, could remain coveted under
SGLI for more than 120 days after the
servicemembers’ separation or release from
service or assignment.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 403 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill.

OPPORTUNITY TO INCREASE AMOUNT OF
VETERANS’ GROUP LIFE INSURANCE

Current Law

Section 1977(a)(1) of title 38, U.S.C., limits
the amount of VGLI coverage a veteran may
carry to the amount of SGLI coverage that
continued in force after that veteran was
separated from service.
Senate Bill

Section 102 of S. 3765 would amend section
1977(a) of title; 38, U.S.C., to allow VGLI par-
ticipants who are under the age of 60 and in-
sured for less than the current maximum au-
thorized for SGLI the opportunity to obtain,
without a health care examination, an addi-
tional $25,000 in coverage once every 5 years
at the time of renewal.
House Bill

Section 102 of H.R. 3219, as amended, would
amend section 1977(a) of title 38, U.S.C., to
allow VGLI participants who are under the
age of 60 and insured for less than the cur-
rent maximum authorized for SGLI the op-
portunity to obtain, without a health care
examination, an additional $25,000 in cov-
erage once every 5 years at the time of re-
newal.
Compromise Agreement

Section 404 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the language in both bills.
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ELIMINATION OF REDUCTION IN AMOUNT OF AC-
CELERATED DEATH BENEFIT FOR TERMI-
NALLY-ILL PERSONS INSURED UNDER SERV-
ICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE INSURANCE AND
VETERANS’ GROUP LIFE INSURANCE

Current Law

The current SGLI/VGLI Accelerated Bene-
fits Option (ABO) requires VA to discount or
reduce the payout available under both the
SGLI and VGLI programs for terminally-ill
servicemembers and veterans who exercise
the option to use up to half of their policy.
Currently, VA discounts this payment by an
amount commensurate to the interest rate
earned by the program on its investment in
effect at the time that a servicemember or
veteran applies for the benefits, thereby
often significantly reducing the amount of
the ABO payment.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.

House Bill

Section 103 of H.R. 3219, as amended, would
amend section 1980(b)(1) of title 38, U.S.C., by
eliminating the requirement that the lump
sum accelerated payment be ‘‘reduced by an
amount necessary to assure that there is no
increase in the actuarial value of the benefit
paid, as determined by the Secretary.”

Compromise Agreement

Section 405 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the House Bill.

CONSIDERATION OF LOSS OF DOMINANT HAND IN
PRESCRIPTION OF SCHEDULE OF SEVERITY OF
TRAUMATIC INJURY UNDER SERVICEMEM-
BERS’ GROUP LIFE INSURANCE

Current Law

Under current law, traumatic injury pro-
tection under Servicemembers’ Group Life
Insurance (TSGLI) provides for payment to
servicemembers who suffer a qualifying loss
as a result of a traumatic injury event. In
the event of a qualifying loss, VA will pay
between $25,000 and $100,000, depending on the
severity of the qualifying loss. In prescribing
payments, VA does not account for the ef-
fect, if any, that the loss of a dominant hand
has on lengthening hospitalization or reha-
bilitation periods.

Senate Bill

Section 104 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 1980A(d) of title 38, U.S.C., to
authorize VA to distinguish in specifying
payments for qualifying losses of a dominant
hand and a non-dominant hand.

House Bill

The House Bills contains no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 406 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill except that the provi-
sion would take effect on October 30, 2011.

ENHANCEMENT OF VETERANS’ MORTGAGE LIFE
INSURANCE

Current Law

Under current law, service-connected dis-
abled veterans who have received specially
adapted housing grants from VA may pur-
chase up to $90,000 in Veterans’ Mortgage
Life Insurance (VMLI). In the event of the
veteran’s death, the veteran’s family is pro-
tected because VA will pay the balance of
the mortgage owed up to the maximum
amount of insurance purchased.

Senate Bill

Section 105 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 2106(b) of title 38, U.S.C., to
increase the maximum amount of insurance
that may be purchased under the VMLI pro-
gram from the current maximum of $90,000
to $150,000 effective on October 1, 2012. The
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maximum amount would then increase from
$150,000 to $200,000 on January 1, 2012.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 407 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill, except that the pro-
vision would take effect on October 1, 2011.

EXPANSION OF INDIVIDUALS QUALIFYING FOR
RETROACTIVE BENEFITS FROM TRAUMATIC
INJURY PROTECTION COVERAGE UNDER
SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE INSURANCE

Current Law

Under current law, TSGLI provides cov-
erage against qualifying losses incurred as a
result of a traumatic injury. In the event of
a loss, VA will pay between $25,000 and
$100,000 depending on the severity of the
qualifying loss. TSGLI went into effect on
December 1, 2005. In order to provide assist-
ance to those servicemembers suffering trau-
matic injuries on or before October 7, 2001,
and November 30, 2005, retroactive TSGLI
payments were authorized under section
1032(c) of Public Law 109-13, the Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act for De-
fense, the Global War on Terror, and Tsu-
nami Relief, 2005, to individuals whose quali-
fying losses were sustained as ‘‘a direct re-
sult of injuries incurred in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom.”
Under section 501(b) of Public Law 109-233,
the Veterans’ Housing Opportunity Benefits
Improvement Act of 2006, this definition was
amended to allow retroactive payments to
individuals whose qualifying losses were sus-
tained as a ‘‘direct result of a traumatic in-
jury incurred in the theater of operations for
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation
Iraqi Freedom.” Men and women who were
traumatically injured on or between October
7, 2001, and November 30, 2005, but were not
in the Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation
Enduring Freedom theaters of operation are
not eligible for retroactive payments.

Senate Bill

Section 103 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 501(b) of Public Law 109-233 so
as to remove the requirement that limits
retroactive TSGLI payments to those who
served in the Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF)
or Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) thea-
ters of operation. Thus, this section of the
Compromise Agreement would authorize ret-
roactive TSGLI payments for qualifying
traumatic injuries incurred on or after Octo-
ber 7, 2001, but before December 1, 2005, irre-
spective of where the injuries occurred.

House Bill

The House Bills contains no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 408 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill, except that the pro-
vision would take effect on October 1, 2011.

TITLE V—BURIAL AND CEMETERY
MATTERS

INCREASE IN CERTAIN BURIAL AND FUNERAL
BENEFITS AND PLOT ALLOWANCES FOR VET-
ERANS

Current Law

Under current law, VA will pay up to $300
toward the funeral and burial costs of vet-
erans who die while receiving care at certain
VA facilities. In addition, VA will pay a $300
plot allowance when a veteran is buried in a
cemetery not under U.S. government juris-
diction if: the veteran was discharged from
active duty because of a disability incurred
or aggravated in the line of duty; the veteran
was receiving compensation or pension, or
would have been if he/she was not receiving
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military retired pay; or the veteran died in a
VA facility. The plot allowance may be paid
to the State for the cost of a plot or inter-
ment in a State-owned cemetery reserved
solely for veteran burials if the veteran was
buried without charge.

Senate Bill

Section 501 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
increase payments for funeral and burial ex-
penses in the case of individuals who die in
VA facilities and for plot allowances up to
$745 and would increase this amount annu-
ally by a cost-of-living adjustment. These in-
creases would be effective for deaths occur-
ring on or after October 1, 2010, but no cost-
of-living adjustment would be paid in fiscal
year 2011.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 501 of the Compromise Agreement
would increase the amount paid for the bur-
ial and funeral of a veteran who dies in a VA
facility or the plot allowance for a deceased
veteran who is eligible for burial at a na-
tional cemetery from $300 to $700, effective
October 1, 2011. It would further direct the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide an
annual percentage increase in relation to the
Consumer Price Index. Finally, the Com-
promise Agreement would provide that no
cost-of-living increases are to be made to
these benefits in fiscal year 2012.

INTERMENT IN NATIONAL CEMETERIES OF

PARENTS OF CERTAIN DECEASED VETERANS
Current Law

Under section 2402(5) of title 38, U.S.C., cer-
tain spouses, surviving spouses, and minor
children of servicemembers and veterans
who are eligible for burial in national ceme-
teries are eligible to be interred in national
cemeteries.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

Section 303 of H.R. 3949, the Corey Shea
Act, would give VA the discretion to provide
space-available burial to qualifying parents
in the gravesite of their deceased son or
daughter who, on or after October 7, 2001,
died in combat or died of a combat-related
training injury and who has no other eligible
survivors as identified under section 2402(5)
of title 38, U.S.C. The term parent would
mean the biological mother or father or, in
the case of adoption, the adoptive mother or
father.

Compromise Agreement

Section 502 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the House Bill.

REPORTS ON SELECTION OF NEW NATIONAL

CEMETERIES
Current Law

Current law contains no relevant provi-
sion.
Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

H.R. 174 would direct VA to establish a na-
tional cemetery for veterans in the Southern
Colorado area.

Compromise Agreement

Section 503 of the Compromise Agreement
would require VA, not later than one year
following the date of enactment, to report to
Congress on the selection and construction
of five new national cemeteries in areas in
Southern Colorado; Melbourne and Daytona,
Florida; Rochester and Buffalo, New York;
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Tallahassee, Florida; and Omaha, Nebraska.
The Secretary would be required to solicit
the advice and views of State and local vet-
erans organizations. The report would be re-
quired to include a schedule for the estab-
lishment of and the funds available for each
such cemetery. The Compromise Agreement
would further require annual reports to be
submitted to Congress until the completion
of the cemeteries.

TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND PENSION

ENHANCEMENT OF DISABILITY COMPENSATION
FOR CERTAIN DISABLED VETERANS WITH
DIFFICULTIES USING PROSTHESES AND DIS-
ABLED VETERANS IN NEED OF REGULAR AID
AND ATTENDANCE FOR RESIDUALS OF TRAU-
MATIC BRAIN INJURY

Current Law

Currently, under subsections (a) through
(j) of section 1114 of title 38, U.S.C., VA pays
disability compensation to a veteran based
on the rating assigned to the veteran’s serv-
ice-connected disabilities. Under subsections
(m), (n), and (o) of section 1114, higher levels
of monthly compensation are paid to vet-
erans with severe disabilities if certain cri-
teria are satisfied. The criteria for com-
pensation under section 1114(m) include ‘‘the
anatomical loss . . . of both legs at a level,
or with complications, preventing natural
knee action with prostheses in place’ or
‘“‘the anatomical loss . . . of one arm and one
leg at levels, or with complications, pre-
venting natural elbow and knee action with
prostheses in place.” The criteria for com-
pensation under section 1114(n) include ‘‘the
anatomical loss . . . of both arms at levels,
or with complications, preventing natural
elbow action with prostheses in place’; ‘‘the
anatomical loss of both legs so near the hip
as to prevent the use of prosthetic appli-
ances’; or ‘‘the anatomical loss of one arm
and one leg so near the shoulder and hip as
to prevent the use of prosthetic appliances.”
The criteria for compensation under section
1114(o) include ‘‘the anatomical loss of both
arms so near the shoulder as to prevent the
use of prosthetic appliances.”’

Currently, the monthly compensation
under subsections (a) through (j) of section
1114 ranges from $123 per month for a single
veteran with no dependents rated 10 percent
to $2,673 per month for the same single vet-
eran rated 100 percent. Under section 1114(1)
of title 38,U.S.C., VA provides a higher
amount of compensation, currently $3,327 per
month for a single veteran, if the veteran is
“‘in need of regular aid and attendance.” A
veteran who requires regular aid and attend-
ance may be entitled to an additional $2,002
per month, under section 1114(r)(1) of title 38,
U.S.C., if the veteran suffers from severe
service-connected physical disabilities.Also,
under section 1114(r)(2), a higher level of aid
and attendance compensation, currently an
additional $2,983 per month, is provided to
certain veterans with severe service-con-
nected disabilities who need ‘‘a higher level
of care” in addition to regular aid and at-
tendance. Under section 1114(r)(2), this high-
er level of compensation generally is pro-
vided only to a veteran who has suffered a
severe anatomical loss, who needs ‘‘health-
care services provided on a daily basis in the
veteran’s home,” and who would require in-
stitutionalization in the absence of that
care.

Senate Bill

Section 205(a) of H.R. 1037, as amended,
would amend subsections (m), (n), and (o) of
section 1114 to remove the provisions condi-
tioning higher monthly compensation on the
site of, or complications from, an anatomical
loss. Instead, if the other requirements are
satisfied, it would allow the higher rates to
be paid if any factors prevent natural elbow
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or knee action with prostheses in place or

prevent the use of prosthetic appliances.

Section 205(b) of H.R. 1037, as amended,
would add a new subsection (t) to section
1114, which would provide that, if a veteran
is in need of regular aid and attendance due
to the residuals of traumatic brain injury, is
not eligible for compensation under section
1114(r)(2), and, in the absence of regular aid
and attendance, would require institutional
care, the veteran will be entitled to a month-
ly aid and attendance allowance equivalent
to the allowance provided under section
1114(r)(2).

House Bill
The House Bills contain no comparable

provision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 601 of the Compromise Agreement

follows the Senate Bill.

COST-OF-LIVING INCREASE FOR TEMPORARY
DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITYCOMPENSATION
PAYABLE FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES WITH DE-
PENDENT CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 18

Current Law
Under section 1310 of title 38, U.S.C., VA

provides dependency and indemnity com-

pensation (DIC) to a surviving spouse if a

veteran’s death resulted from: (1) a disease

or injury incurred or aggravated in the line
of duty while on active duty or active duty
for training;(2) an injury incurred or aggra-
vated in the line of duty while on inactive
duty for training; or (3) a service-connected

disability or a condition directly related to a

service-connected disability.

Section 301 of Public Law 108-454, the Vet-
erans Benefits Improvement Act of 2004,
amended section 1311 of title 38, U.S.C., to
authorize VA to pay a $250 per month tem-
porary benefit to a surviving spouse with one
or more children below the age of 18, during
the 2 years following the date on which enti-
tlement to DIC began. This provision was en-
acted in response to a May 2001 program
evaluation report recommendation on the
need for transitional DIC.

Senate Bill
Section 201 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would

amend section 1311(f) of title 38, U.S.C., by
authorizing a permanent, automatic, cost-of-
living adjustment for this temporary DIC
payment so that the value of the benefit does
not erode over time.

This cost-of-living increase would occur
whenever there is an increase in benefit
amounts payable under title II of the Social
Security Act, section 401 et seq., title 42,
U.s.C.

House Bill
The House Bills contain no comparable

provision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 602 of the Compromise Agreement

follows the Senate bill.

PAYMENT OF DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY
COMPENSATION TO SURVIVORS OF FORMER
PRISONERS OF WAR WHO DIED ON OR BEFORE
SEPTEMBER 30, 1999

Current Law
Under chapter 13 of title 38, U.S.C., DIC is

paid to the surviving spouse or children of a
veteran when the veteran’s death is a result
of a service-connected disability. In addition,
VA provides DIC to the surviving spouses
and children of veterans who have died after
service from a non-service-connected dis-
ability if the veteran had been totally dis-
abled due to a service-connected disability
for a continuous period of 10 or more years
immediately preceding death or for a contin-
uous period of at least 5 years after the vet-
eran’s release from service.

Prior to Public Law 106-117, the Veterans
Millennium Health Care and Benefits Act,
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the survivors of former Prisoners of War
(POWs) were eligible for DIC under the same
rules as all other survivors. Section 501 of
Public Law 106-117 extended eligibility for
DIC to the survivors of former POWs who
died after September 30, 1999, from non-serv-
ice-connected causes if the former POWSs
were totally disabled due to a service-con-
nected cause for a period of 1 or more years,
rather than 10 or more years, immediately
prior to death.

Senate Bill

Section 208 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 1318(b)(3) of title 38, U.S.C., to
make all survivors of former POWs eligible
for DIC if the veteran died from non-service-
connected causes and was totally disabled
due to a service-connected condition for a
period of 1 or more years immediately prior
to death, without regard to date of death.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 603 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate bill.
EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN AMOUNTS FROM CON-
SIDERATION AS INCOME FOR PURPOSES OF
VETERANS PENSION BENEFITS

Current Law

Under chapter 15 of title 38, U.S.C., VA is
authorized to pay pension benefits to war-
time veterans who have limited or no in-
come, and who are ages 65 or older, or, if
under 65, who are permanently and totally
disabled.

When calculating annual income for pur-
poses of these pension benefits, section 1503
of title 38, U.S.C., authorizes VA to include
income received by the veteran and from
most sources. However, certain sources of in-
come, such as donations from public or pri-
vate relief or welfare organizations, are not
taken into account.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 604 of the Compromise Agreement
would exclude, for purposes of determining
income for pension eligibility, up to $5,000,
paid to a veteran from a State or munici-
pality, if the benefit was paid due to the vet-
eran’s injury or disease.

COMMENCEMENT OF PERIOD OF PAYMENT OF
ORIGINAL AWARDS OF COMPENSATION FOR
VETERANS RETIRED OR SEPARATED FROM
THE UNIFORMED SERVICES FOR CATA-
STROPHIC DISABILITY

Current Law

Under section 5110(b)(1) of title 38, U.S.C.,
if a veteran files a claim for VA disability
compensation within 1 year after being dis-
charged from military service, the effective
date of an award of service connection will
be the day after the date of discharge. How-
ever, under section 5111(a) of title 38, U.S.C.,
the effective date for payment of compensa-
tion based on that award will not be until
the first day of the month following the
month in which the service-connection
award is effective.

Senate Bill

Section 206 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 5111 of title 38, U.S.C., to pro-
vide that, if a veteran is retired from the
military for a catastrophic disability or dis-
abilities, payment of disability compensa-
tion based on an original claim for benefits
will be made as of the date on which the
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award of compensation becomes effective.
‘“‘Catastrophic disability’” would be defined
as a permanent, severely disabling injury,
disorder, or disease that compromises the
ability of the veteran to carry out the activi-
ties of daily living to such a degree that the
veteran requires personal or mechanical as-
sistance to leave home or bed, or requires
constant supervision to avoid physical harm
to self or others.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 605 of the Compromise Agreement

follows the Senate Bill.

APPLICABILITY OF LIMITATION TO PENSION
PAYABLE TO CERTAIN CHILDREN OF VET-
ERANS OF A PERIOD OF WAR

Current Law

Under current law, a veteran with no de-
pendents who is entitled to receive pension
under section 1521 of title 38, U.S.C., cannot
be paid more than $90 per month if the vet-
eran is in a nursing facility where services
are covered by a Medicaid plan. In instances
where a veteran’s surviving spouse is enti-
tled to receive pension under section 1541 of
title 38, U.S.C., the surviving spouse also
cannot be paid more than $90 per month if
the surviving spouse has no dependents and
is in a nursing facility where services are
covered by a Medicaid plan. The $90 pension
benefit may not be counted in determining
eligibility for Medicaid or the patient’s share
of cost.

Under section 101(4)(A) of title 38, U.S.C., a
child is defined as a person who is unmarried
and under the age of 18 years; before reach-
ing the age of 18 years, became permanently
incapable of self-support; or, after attaining
the age of 18 years and until completion of
education or training, but not after attain-
ing the age of 23 years, is pursuing a course
of instruction at an approved educational in-
stitution. Such a child is entitled to pension
under section 1542 of title 38, U.S.C., if the
income of the child is less than the statutory
benefit amount payable to the child. If such
a child is admitted to a nursing facility
where services are covered by a Medicaid
plan, the pension benefits for the child are
not currently reduced to $90.

Senate Bill

Section 207 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 5503 of title 38, U.S.C., so that
adult-disabled children of veterans who re-
ceive pension under section 1542 of title 38,
U.S.C., and are covered by a Medicaid plan
while residing in nursing homes, would have
their pension benefits reduced in the same
manner as veterans and surviving spouses.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 606 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate bill.

EXTENSION OF REDUCED PENSION FOR CERTAIN
VETERANS COVERED BY MEDICAID PLANS FOR
SERVICES FURNISHED BY NURSING FACILI-
TIES

Current Law

Public Law 101-508, the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1990, reduced VA pen-
sion for certain veterans in receipt of Med-
icaid-covered nursing home care to no more
than $90 per month, for any period after the
month of admission to the nursing care facil-
ity. This authority expired on September 30,
1992, and was extended through 1997 in Public
Law 102-568, the Veterans’ Benefits Act of
1992; through 1998 in Public Law 103-66, the
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993;
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through 2002 in Public Law 105-33, the Bal-
anced Budget Act of 1997; through 2008 in
Public Law 106-419, the Veterans’ Benefits
and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000;
and through 2011 in Public Law 107-103, the
Veterans’ Education and Benefits Expansion
Act of 2001.

Senate Bill

Section 204 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, U.S.C., to
extend, from September 30, 2011, to Sep-
tember 30, 2014, the authority for limitation
of VA pension to $90 per month for certain

beneficiaries receiving Medicaid-covered
nursing home care.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 607 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate bill, except that the limi-
tation would be extended until May 31, 2015.
CODIFICATION OF 2009 COST-OF-LIVING ADJUST-

MENT IN RATES OF PENSION FOR DISABLED

VETERANS AND SURVIVING SPOUSES AND

CHILDREN
Current Law

Under current law, section 5312 of title 38,
U.S.C., whenever there is an increase in ben-
efits payable under title II of the Social Se-
curity Act, VA automatically increases pen-
sion benefits by the same percentage in-
crease.
Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 608 of the Compromise Agreement
codifies current pension rates for disabled
veterans and surviving spouses and children.
TITLE VII—-EMPLOYMENT AND REEM-

PLOYMENT RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF

THE UNIFORMED SERVICES
CLARIFICATION THAT USERRA PROHIBITS

WAGE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST MEMBERS

OF THE ARMED FORCES
Current Law

Under current law, section 4311(a) of title
38, U.S.C., employers may not deny any
“benefit of employment’ to employees or ap-
plicants on the basis of membership in the
uniformed services, application for service,
performance of service, or service obligation.
However, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit held in 2002 that USERRA
does not prohibit wage discrimination be-
cause ‘‘wages or salary for work performed”
are specifically excluded from the law’s defi-
nition of ‘“‘benefit of employment.”” Gagnon v.
Sprint Corp., 284 F.3d 839, 853 (8th Cir. 2002).
Senate Bill

Section 403 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 4303(2) of title 38, U.S.C., to
make it clear that wage discrimination is
not permitted under USERRA.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 701 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill.

CLARIFICATION OF THE DEFINITION OF
‘‘SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST”’

Current Law

Section 4303 of title 38, U.S.C., uses a broad
definition of the term ‘‘employer’” and in-
cludes in subsection (4)(A)(iv) a definition of
a ‘‘successor in interest.” In regulations, the
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Department of Labor has provided that an
employer is a ‘‘successor in interest’ where
there is a substantial continuity in oper-
ations, facilities and workforce from the
former employer. It further stipulates that
the determination of whether an employer is
a successor in interest must be made on a
case-by-case basis using a multifactor test
(20 CFR §1002.35). One Federal court, how-
ever, in a decision made prior to the promul-
gation of the regulation, held that an em-
ployer could not be a successor in interest
unless there was a merger or transfer of as-
sets from the first employer to the second.
(See Coffman v. Chugach Support Services Inc.,
411 F.3d 1231 (11th Cir. 2005); but see Murphree
v. Communications Technologies, Inc., 460 F.
Supp. 2d 702 (E.D. La 2006) applying 20 CFR
§1002.35 and rejecting the Coffman merger or
transfer of assets requirement.)

Senate Bill

Section 402 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 4303 of title 38, U.S.C., to clar-
ify the definition of ‘‘successor in interest’”
by incorporating language that mirrors the
regulatory definition adopted by the Depart-
ment of Labor.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 702 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate bill.

TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS
Senate Bill

Section 406 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
make three technical and conforming
changes to various provisions of law in order
to correct cross references to various
USERRA provisions contained in chapter 43
of title 38, U.S.C., and clarify existing lan-
guage in the USERRA.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 703 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill.

TITLE VIII—BENEFITS MATTERS
INCREASE IN NUMBER OF VETERANS FOR WHICH

PROGRAMS OF INDEPENDENT LIVING SERV-

ICES AND ASSISTANCE MAY BE INITIATED
Current Law

Section 3120(e) of title 38, U.S.C., author-
izes VA to initiate a program of independent
living services for no more than 2,600 service-
connected disabled veterans in each fiscal
year.

Senate Bill

Section 301 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
eliminate the annual cap on the number of
service-connected disabled veterans who may
enroll in a program of independent living.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 801 of the Compromise Agreement
would increase to 2,700 the number of vet-
erans who may initiate a program of inde-
pendent living services in any fiscal year.

PAYMENT OF UNPAID BALANCES OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS GUARANTEED
LOANS

Current Law

Under current law, section 3732 of title 38,
U.S.C., provides default procedures for VA
home loans and illustrates the actions VA
may take to preserve the loan before suit or
foreclosure. However, it does not address
what would occur in the event an individual
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files for bankruptcy and a loan is modified
under the authority provided under section
1322(b) of title 11.

Senate Bill

Section 304 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 3732(a)(2) by adding a new sub-
paragraph that would authorize additional
default procedures for VA home loans in the
event that a VA home loan is modified under
the authority provided under section 1322(b)
of title 11. This new authority would allow
VA to pay the holder of the obligation the
unpaid balance of the obligation, plus ac-
crued interest, due as of the date of the filing
of the petition under title 11, but only upon
the assignment, transfer, and delivery to VA
in a form and manner satisfactory to VA of
all rights, interest, claims, evidence, and
records with respect to the housing loan.

House Bill

The House bills contain no comparable pro-
vision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 802 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill.

ELIGIBILITY OF DISABLED VETERANS AND
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES WITH SE-
VERE BURN INJURIES FOR AUTOMOBILES AND
ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT

Current Law

Under current law, section 3901 of title 38,
U.S.C., veterans and members of the Armed
Forces are eligible for assistance with auto-
mobiles and adaptive equipment if they suf-
fer from one of three qualifying service-con-
nected disabilities: loss or permanent loss of
use of one or both feet; loss or permanent
loss of use of one or both hands; or a central
visual acuity of 20/200 or less or a peripheral
field of vision of 20 degrees or less.

Senate Bill

Section 302 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 3901 of title 38, U.S.C., so as to
include individuals with a service-connected
disability due to a severe burn injury, effec-
tive October 1, 2010. The scope and definition
of what constitutes a disability due to a se-
vere burn injury would be determined pursu-
ant to regulations prescribed by VA.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 803 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill, except that provision
would take effect on October 1, 2011.

ENHANCEMENT OF AUTOMOBILE ASSISTANCE

ALLOWANCE FOR VETERANS

Current Law

Under current law, section 3902 of title 38,
U.S.C., provides up to $11,000 to eligible vet-
erans and servicemembers for the purchase
of an automobile or other conveyance and
adaptive equipment to safely operate either.
Senate Bill

Section 303 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
amend section 3902 of title 38, U.S.C., to in-
crease the maximum authorized automobile
assistance allowance from $11,000 to $22,500,
effective October 1, 2010. Section 303 would
also direct VA to establish a method of de-
termining the average retail cost of new
automobiles for the preceding calendar year.
The maximum allowance would increase, ef-
fective October 1 of each fiscal year, begin-
ning in 2011, to an amount equal to 80 per-
cent of what VA determined to be the aver-
age retail cost of new automobiles for the
preceding calendar year.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
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Compromise Agreement

Section 804 of the Compromise Agreement
would generally follow the Senate Bill. How-
ever, the amount of the allowance was in-
creased to $18,900 instead of $22,500. This al-
lowance would be adjusted October 1 of each
year, beginning in 2011, by a percentage
equal to the percentage by which the Con-
sumer Price Index for all urban consumers
(U.8. city average) increased during the 12-
month period ending with the last month for
which Consumer Price Index data is avail-
able. If the Consumer Price Index does not
increase, the amount of the allowance will
remain the same as the previous fiscal year.

NATIONAL ACADEMIES REVIEW OF BEST
TREATMENTS FOR GULF WAR ILLNESS

Current Law

Current law contains no relevant provi-
sion.

Senate Bill

Section 601 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
require VA to contract with the Institute of
Medicine to gather a group of medical pro-
fessionals, who are experienced in treating
individuals diagnosed with Gulf War Illness,
in order to conduct a comprehensive review
of the best treatments for this illness. The
individuals these medical professionals must
have experience treating must have served
during the Persian Gulf War in the South-
west Asia theater of operations, or in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, or any other theater in
which the Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal is awarded for service.

The final report on the review required by
this section must be submitted to VA and
the House and Senate Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs by December 31, 2011, and in-
clude recommendations for legislative or ad-
ministrative actions as the Institute of Med-
icine considers appropriate in light of the re-
sults of that review.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 805 of the Compromise Agreement
generally follows the Senate Bill except that
the final report is due to the Committees by
December 31, 2012, and the term ‘‘chronic
multisymptom illness’ replaces the term
“Gulf War Illness.”

EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF NATIONAL
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES REVIEWS AND EVAL-
UATIONS ON ILLNESS AND SERVICE IN PER-
SIAN GULF WAR AND PoST 9/11 GLOBAL OP-
ERATIONS THEATERS

Current Law

Public Law 105-277, the Omnibus Consoli-
dated and Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 1999, required VA to enter into
an agreement with the National Academy of
Sciences to review and evaluate the avail-
able scientific evidence regarding associa-
tions between illnesses and exposure to toxic
agents, environmental or wartime hazards,
or preventive medicines or vaccines associ-
ated with Persian Gulf War service. Congress
extended these reviews and evaluations in
Public Law 107-103, the Veterans Education
and Benefits Expansion Act of 2001. This re-
quirement will expire on October 1, 2010.

Public Law 105-368, the Veterans Programs
Enhancement Act of 1998, required the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences to examine the
scientific and medical literature on the po-
tential health effects of chemical and bio-
logical agents related to the 1991 Gulf War.
The requirement for this examination ended
in 2009.

Senate Bill

Section 602 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
extend until October 1, 2015, the mandate for
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the National Academy of Sciences to review
and evaluate scientific evidence regarding
associations between illnesses and exposure.
Section 602(b) would extend until October 1,
2018, the requirement for the National Acad-
emy of Sciences to report on the health ef-
fects of exposure.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 806 of the Compromise Agreement
generally follows the Senate Bill except that
it requires the disaggregation of results by
theaters of operations before and after Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR REGIONAL
OFFICE IN REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Current Law

Current law, section 315(b) of title 38,
U.S.C., authorizes VA to maintain a regional
office in the Republic of the Philippines
until December 31, 2010. Congress has peri-
odically extended this authority, most re-
cently in Public Law 111-117, the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2010.

Senate Bill

Section 603 of H.R. 1037, as amended, would
authorize VA to maintain a regional office in
the Republic of the Philippines until Decem-
ber 31, 2011.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 807 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill, and adds that within
one year, the Comptroller General would be
required to provide a report to the House and
Senate Committees on Veterans’ Affairs and
Appropriations on the activities of the Ma-
nila Regional Office. This report would also
include an assessment of the costs and bene-
fits of maintaining the office in the Phil-
ippines in comparison with moving the ac-
tivities of the office to the United States.

EXTENSION OF AN ANNUAL REPORT ON
EQUITABLE RELIEF

Current Law

Under current law, VA is authorized to
provide monetary relief to persons whom the
Secretary determines were deprived of VA
benefits by reason of administrative error by
a Federal Government employee. The Sec-
retary may also provide relief which the Sec-
retary determines is equitable to a VA bene-
ficiary who has suffered a loss as a con-
sequence of an erroneous decision made by a
Federal Government employee. No later than
April 1 of each year, the Secretary was re-
quired to submit to Congress a report con-
taining a statement as to the disposition of
each case recommended to the Secretary for
equitable relief during the preceding cal-
endar year; the requirement for this report
was extended through December 31, 2009, by
Public Law 109-233, the Veterans’ Housing
Opportunity and Benefits Improvement Act
of 2006.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

The Compromise Agreement extends the
requirement for the report on equitable re-
lief through December 31, 2014.
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AUTHORITY FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF MED-
ICAL DISABILITY EXAMINATIONS BY CON-
TRACT PHYSICIANS

Current Law

In 1996, in Public Law 104-275, the Vet-
erans’ Benefits Improvements Act of 1996,
VA was authorized to carry out a pilot pro-
gram of contract disability examinations
through ten VA regional offices using
amounts available for payment of compensa-
tion and pensions. During the initial pilot
program, one contractor performed all con-
tract examinations at the ten selected re-
gional offices.

Subsequently, in 2003, in Public Law 108-
183, the Veterans Benefits Act of 2003, VA
was given additional, time-limited authority
to contract for disability examinations using
other appropriated funds. That initial au-
thority was extended until December 31, 2010,
by Public Law 110-389, the Veterans’ Benefits
Improvement Act of 2008. VA continues to
report high demand for compensation and
pension examinations and satisfaction with
the contracted examinations.

Senate Bill

S. 3609 would extend VA’s authority,
through December 31, 2012, to use appro-
priated funds for the purpose of contracting
with non-VA providers to conduct disability
examinations. The examinations would be
conducted pursuant to contracts entered
into and administered by the Under Sec-
retary for Benefits.

House Bill
The House Bills contain no comparable

provision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 809 of the Compromise Agreement

follows the Senate Bill.

TITLE IX—AUTHORIZATION OF MEDICAL
FACILITY PROJECTS AND MAJOR MED-
ICAL FACILITY LEASES
AUTHORIZATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2011 MAJOR

MEDICAL FACILITY LEASES

Current Law

Current law contains no relevant provi-
sion.

Senate Bill

Section 203 of S. 3325, as amended, would
authorize fiscal year 2011 major medical fa-
cility leases as follows:

$7,149,000 for a Community Based Out-
patient Clinic (CBOC) in Billings, Montana.

$3,316,000 for an Outpatient Clinic in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

$21,495,000 for a CBOC in San Diego, Cali-
fornia.

$10,055,000 for a Research Lab in San Fran-
cisco, California.

$5,323,000 for a Mental Health Facility in
San Juan, Puerto Rico.

House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.

Compromise Agreement

Section 901 of the Compromise Agreement
follows the Senate Bill.

MODIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION AMOUNT FOR
MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY CONSTRUCTION
PROJECT PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS MED-
ICAL CENTER, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Current Law
Current law contains no relevant provi-

sion.

Senate Bill
Section 201 of S. 3325, as amended, author-

izes up to $995,000,000 for restoration, new

construction, or replacement of the medical
care facility for the VA Medical Center

(VAMC) at New Orleans, Louisiana.
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House Bill
The House Bills contain no comparable

provision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 902 of the Compromise Agreement

modifies previous authorizations by pro-

viding $995,000,000 for restoration, new con-
struction, or replacement of the medical
care facility for the VAMC at New Orleans,

Louisiana.

MODIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION AMOUNT FOR
MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY CONSTRUCTION
PROJECT PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS MED-
ICAL CENTER, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA

Current Law
Current law contains no relevant provi-

sion.

Senate Bill
Section 202 of S. 3325, as amended, author-

izes up to $117,845,000 to conduct seismic cor-

rections on Buildings 7 and 126 at the VAMC
in Long Beach, California.

House Bill
The House Bills contain no comparable

provision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 903 of the Compromise Agreement

modifies previous authorizations by pro-

viding $117,845,000 to conduct seismic correc-
tions on Buildings 7 and 126 at the VAMC in

Long Beach, California.

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Current Law
Current law contains no relevant provi-

sion.

Senate Bill
Section 204 of S. 3325, as amended, author-

izes $47,338,000 to be appropriated to the Med-

ical Facilities account for the leases author-
ized in section 901 and $1,112,845,000 to be ap-
propriated to the Construction, Major

Projects account for the projects authorized

in sections 902 and 903.

House Bill
The House Bills contain no applicable pro-

vision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 904 of the Compromise Agreement

generally follows the Senate Bill.

REQUIREMENT THAT BID SAVINGS ON MAJOR
MEDICAL FACILITY PROJECTS OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS BE USED FOR
OTHER MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECTS OF THE DEPARTMENT

Current Law
Current law contains no relevant provi-

sion.

Senate Bill
Section 207 of S. 3325, as amended, contains

a provision that requires that bid savings

from major medical facility projects realized

in any fiscal year must be used for major
medical facility projects authorized for that
fiscal year or a prior year. At the time of ob-
ligation, VA would be required to submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs and Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the House of

Representatives notice of the source of the

savings, the amount obligated, and the au-

thorized project the savings are being obli-
gated to.

House Bill
The House Bills contain no comparable

provision.

Compromise Agreement
Section 905 of the Compromise Agreement

follows the Senate Bill.

TITLE X—OTHER MATTERS
TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS

Current Law
Current law contains no relevant provi-

sion.
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Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 1001 of the Compromise Agreement
contains technical corrections to title 38,
U.S.C.

STATUTORY PAY-AS-YOU-GO ACT COMPLIANCE
Current Law

Public Law 111-139, the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go Act (PAYGO Act), requires that
most new spending is offset by spending cuts
or added revenue elsewhere.

Senate Bill

The Senate Bills contain no comparable
provision.
House Bill

The House Bills contain no comparable
provision.
Compromise Agreement

Section 1002 of the Compromise Agreement
contains language required by the PAYGO
Act in order for the estimate of budgetary ef-
fects from the Senate Budget Committee to
be used by the Office of Management and
Budget on PAYGO scorecards.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUYER. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3219, as amended, the Veterans’ Bene-
fits Act of 2010.

This is an omnibus benefit and health
bill that contains many provisions to
help veterans and their families. I am
glad that we were finally able to work
this out with the Senate and, really,
pass many of the provisions that the
House had passed previously in the
summer of 2009.

This bill contains many provisions
authored also by my Republican col-
leagues, including:

The Pat Tillman Scholarship Initia-
tive that would require the VA to pub-
lish a list of college scholarship oppor-
tunities for veterans on their Web site.
This initiative grew from a meeting
that my staff had with the family of
the U.S. Army Ranger and former NFL
star, Pat Tillman.

After Tillman’s death in Afghani-
stan, his family and friends founded
the Pat Tillman Foundation. Founda-
tion staff informed my staff that they
were having problems educating and
reaching potential veterans for college
scholarships they were awarding. This
provision will assist groups like the
Pat Tillman Foundation by informing
veterans of scholarship opportunities
for veterans by placing them on their
Web site.

We also have the reauthorization of
the Homeless Veteran Reintegration
Program. This program is run by the
Department of Labor’s Veterans Em-
ployment and Training Service and
provides grants to local homeless vet-
eran providers for job-skill training
and counseling. This program has been
lauded as one of the most successful
programs in the Federal Government
in combating homelessness.
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I am also pleased that we were able
to include an expansion of this pro-
gram to local homeless providers that
offer job skill training for homeless
women veterans and homeless veterans
with children. This is an initiative that
I have worked on, and I appreciate the
cooperation of the majority to make
this, in fact, a reality.

I took up a cause with regard to ad-
dressing this in the 1990s, when the
Clinton administration went into a lot
of the inner cities and wanted to help
recruit women with children, as we
were doing the welfare reform initia-
tives, and bring them into the mili-
tary. So they joined the military and
then they also brought their children.
When they left the military, some ac-
tually returned to welfare and some be-
came homeless. The fact that we have
women with children in America who
are homeless, I could not stand that
thought.
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So I want to thank the majority for
working with us in making these provi-
sions a reality.

This expansion was originally drafted
as H.R. 293 and was part of the Nobel
Warrior Initiatives that I introduced in
January of 2009. Unfortunately, this
program is needed, as I said, because
recent reports also by the VA indicate
9 percent of the homeless veteran popu-
lation is women, many of whom have
children. These individuals obviously
require a safe and supportive environ-
ment in a private setting in which they
can regain their footing and acquire
skills which will lead them to mean-
ingful employment. Once that occurs,
they become self-enriched, and they
also become better mentors to their
children.

I hope that this expansion, more
homeless veteran providers, will ex-
pand beyond their normal male-domi-
nated services to assist women as well
as homeless veterans with children.

Another one of my provisions in H.R.
3219, as amended, would allow veterans
to purchase additional amounts of Vet-
erans Group Life Insurance coverage.
Currently the amount of VGLI cov-
erage that a veteran can have cannot
be changed. Because the level of cov-
erage must be made within the first
yvear of a servicemember’s discharge,
and because most of the separating
servicemembers are young and single,
many select levels that become insuffi-
cient as they age and have families.
The provision would allow veterans to
purchase up to $400,000 of VGLI cov-
erage in $25,000 increments every 5
years until age 60. The cost of such in-
creases would be offset by premiums,
so there would be no direct cost to tax-
payers.

This provision would also allow vet-
erans to tailor their life insurance cov-
erage to fit their current needs and
provide greater security for their fami-
lies, and I am glad it was included in
the bill.

The final provision I would like to
highlight was introduced by the rank-
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ing member of the Subcommittee on
Economic Opportunity, JOHN BOOZMAN.
This provision would establish a pro-
gram to make grants of up to $200,000
to encourage the development of new
assistive technologies for specifically
adaptive housing.

The goal of this provision is to en-
courage the development of technology
to provide the maximum level of inde-
pendence to severely disabled veterans
in their daily living. This includes
emerging technologies such as voice
command operations, integrated com-
puter-managed functions, and fall pre-
vention devices, and I am pleased this
measure will also authorize much of
the needed funding for this goal.

I am also pleased this bill includes
many other improvements for veterans
and their families, such as creating a
new veterans energy-related employ-
ment program; increasing training for
veteran employment specialists; in-
creasing protections for deployed serv-
icemembers under the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act in regard to cell phone
contracts; providing numerous VA life
insurance program improvements; in-
creasing the plot and burial allowance
for deceased veterans; authorizing aid
and attendance benefits for veterans
with traumatic brain injury; increasing
the number of veterans who can begin
receiving independent living services;
expanding eligibility for adaptive auto
grants to disabled veterans and service-
members with severe burn injuries; and
requiring a National Academies study
of best treatments for chronic multi-
symptom illness in Persian Gulf vet-
erans.

It authorizes the funding for con-
struction of medical facilities and/or
community outpatient clinics in Long
Beach, California; Billings, Montana;
Boston, Massachusetts; San Francisco,
California; and San Juan, Puerto Rico.
We also have an increase in here with
regard to the hospital in New Orleans.

Under section 902 of title IX under
“‘construction,” the modification of au-
thorization for the amount of medical
facility construction projects pre-
viously authorized for the Department
of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in
New Orleans, Liouisiana, increases from
$625 million to $995 million.

The reason I stopped to highlight
that is I am going to exercise some dis-
appointment, because we were never
able to achieve a joint facility and
agreement to actually save money by
having some jointness here between
Tulane and LSU and another one of the
hospitals. This is a lost opportunity. It
is really unfortunate. So we are going
to be building another one of these big
state-of-the-art VA hospitals, and it
costs now about $1 billion.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. BERKLEY), who is a former
member of our committee and whom
we miss very, very, very much.

Ms. BERKLEY. I want to particu-
larly thank Chairman FILNER for shep-
herding this very important piece of
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legislation through the Congress. I
know it wasn’t easy, but it was a very
important task, and he did it very well.

I rise today in support of the Senate
amendments to H.R. 3219, the Veterans’
Insurance and Health Care Improve-
ments Act. It is this Nation’s responsi-
bility, indeed, it is our honor, to pro-
vide care to the brave men and women
who have served this Nation so well
and have sacrificed much on behalf of
the rest of us. This legislation goes a
long way to address many of the needs
of our veterans.

About 13 years ago when I was first
contemplating running for Congress, 1
met with a group of veterans, and then
I met with another group, and I met
with another group, all in the Las
Vegas area. And I wasn’t particularly
surprised when they told me they
didn’t think they got the quality of
care that was due them through the
VA, and I wasn’t surprised when they
told me we didn’t have a VA hospital in
the southern Nevada area, or we had a
large number of homeless veterans.

But what surprised me more than
anything was family after family spoke
of how difficult it was when the time
came to bury their family member who
was a veteran, that they had a difficult
time finding the money so they could
make a decent burial for this veteran.

I couldn’t understand exactly why
that was. I knew that we were pro-
viding veteran benefits in order to bury
our veterans and to give them grave
markers. Then I came to Congress and
I started serving on the Veterans Af-
fairs Committee, and I learned that the
original bill that provided this funding
was not indexed to inflation, and con-
sequently the value continued to di-
minish with every passing year.

We have not changed the amount of
money that we provide families for
burying their veteran family members
since the early 1970s. This bill finally,
after introducing legislation year after
year that I have been here in Congress,
finally this piece of legislation pro-
vides the funding and moves us in the
right direction so that families don’t
have a tremendous hardship when they
bury their family members who were
veterans and have fought for this Na-
tion.

I could not be happier that we are
doing this. It is an important piece of
legislation. People don’t realize it until
you are in that position yourself. I am
glad that the Veterans Committees in
the House and the Senate have all rec-
ognized the importance of increasing
these benefits. We have included these
provisions today in the bill before us.
Our veterans deserve to be laid to rest
with the full recognition of their mili-
tary service. This bill is a step in the
right direction.

We always talk about supporting our
veterans. You hear it here. Each one of
us talks about supporting our veterans.
This is a piece of legislation in which
we can actually demonstrate our sup-
port of our veterans.

Mr. BUYER. I reserve my time.
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Mr. FILNER. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I just wanted to thank the gentle-
lady, frankly, for not only her persist-
ence in this particular benefit that is
so important but, as I understand it,
the Las Vegas veterans hospital is
under construction.

You fought for that for more than a
decade and it is finally going to be
built. When does it open?

I yield to the gentlewoman.

Ms. BERKLEY. It is going to be com-
pleted at the end of 2011 and opened in
2012.

Mr. FILNER. We applaud again your
persistence for that. We know the vet-
erans in Las Vegas and surroundings
are going to be well served.

Ms. BERKLEY. I hope you join us for
the grand opening.

Mr. FILNER. I thank the gentle-
woman.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I would like to take the opportunity
to thank the highly capable staff of the
House Veterans Affairs Committee, not
only the full committee, but also the
subcommittees. It seems that each ses-
sion of Congress both bodies pass so
many different individual pieces of leg-
islation that we have picked up as a
now regular course of doing business
creating an omnibus bill.
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So we do a puts and takes, back and
forth between the House and the Sen-
ate, and we actually then create a
much larger bill that we then bring to
the floor that can best serve the inter-
ests of America’s veterans.

And that’s in fact what we have here.
This is really a very good bill. I
couldn’t begin to tell you, Mr. Speaker,
how many hours have gone into the de-
velopment of this bill. It is a bipartisan
bill. I really appreciate the work of not
only my colleagues in the Senate, but
also their staff.

At this time I would specifically like
to mention the leadership of Colonel
Malcom Shorter. I would like to thank
you for your leadership, sir, on the
committee. I recognize it and it is ap-
preciated. And to your counterpart,
your pilot, an Air Force colonel him-
self, Kingston Smith, the Republican
House staff director. The two staff di-
rectors I think worked very well to-
gether, both having worn the uniform.
You don’t get caught down in the
fights between political parties. You
think about serving the men and
women in uniform. And for that I want
to congratulate both of you for keeping
everyone focused.

I also want to thank David Tucker.
David is someone that I have known
for a lot of years on the committee. 1
find him to be a man of distinct honor
and integrity. You have always been a
very straight shooter, David. Also, he
is one whereby if in fact you raise an
issue of law or I have raised an issue of
law, we diligently dive into it and we
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get our interpretations and we also get
Kingston Smith for his read. But I have
had a distinct pleasure, David, of work-
ing with you over the years, and I want
to recognize your valuable contribu-
tion not only in this bill, but what you
have done over the years. I consider
your talent valuable, but I consider
your friendship even more.

To Juan Lara, the Subcommittee on
Economic Opportunity, the staff direc-
tor, thank you very much for your
work with Mike Brinck on the Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity.
Not only do you two work together,
but you also take the leads of STEPH-
ANIE HERSETH SANDLIN and Dr.
BO0OZMAN. And, as I said many times,
this subcommittee sets the pace not
only for the House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee itself, but I think you set
the pace for the entire Congress. This
little subcommittee, how you work to-
gether interoperably, you can’t even
tell who is a Republican and who is a
Democrat. For that, I congratulate
you. I think America would rejoice and
may even be surprised that somebody
in this town thinks about being an
American first. So I want to thank you
for your leadership and being a pace-
setter.

Kimberly Ross, the Subcommittee on
Disability Assistance and Memorial Af-
fairs staff director, along with Brian
Lawrence, the Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance Republican Staff Di-
rector, both are also pacesetters and
don’t always get all the attention that
they should. Brian, along with Mike
Brinck, these are two individuals that
are also incredibly talented. Mike, I
really appreciate all the years that I
have had the opportunity to work with
you. And, Jon, I would say for you,
you’re an individual for whom much is
expected. I truly believe that.

I guess I am at that point in my ca-
reer, Mr. Speaker, that I am being a
little nostalgic because I recognize in-
dividuals, that their diligence, hard
work, it’s invaluable to the committee;
it’s invaluable to Congress. There’s a
reason that we call them professional
staff, because that’s exactly what they
are. They are very professional in their
work. Both committees can actually go
to a professional staffer and they’re
going to tell them exactly the read or
give them the recommendation for the
best interest in how to serve the Na-
tion. And so these individuals whom I
have read truly live up to the status of
being a professional staffer here in
Congress.

I also recognize that this is probably
the last markup I will have with the
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 1
want to share this. It has truly been a
distinct honor to serve the Nation’s
veterans, Mr. Speaker. I serve the men
and women who wear the military uni-
form. I help take care of their families,
the spouses, the children, the widows,
the orphans, the consequences of war,
the consequences of their service; and
it has been a distinct honor to work
with a lot of very talented people to do
that.
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I get upset at times in the com-
mittee, and I can have disagreements
even with my friends in the veterans
service organizations when individuals
play their politics or they don’t follow
the rules or they don’t follow the proc-
ess. And we’re meant to be a bipartisan
committee. When that doesn’t happen,
I can get really upset pretty quick.

So I'll end with saying that, Mr.
Speaker, it has been a distinct honor. I
have also enjoyed serving with you,
JESSE.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. FILNER. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know that we’ll
be in session again before Veterans Day
on November 11. This is a bill that will
really raise the level of standards for
all of our Nation’s veterans; and we can
look at it as, I think, a perfect gift
that can be delivered on Veterans Day.
So I ask my colleagues to unanimously
support H.R. 3219.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill, H.R. 3219.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendments were concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to a concur-
rent resolution of the House of the fol-
lowing title.

H. Con. Res. 321. Concurrent resolution
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with amendments in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested, a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title:

H.R. 3081. An act making appropriations
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other
purposes.

————
M.R. “BUCKY” WALTERS POST
OFFICE
Mr. DRIEHAUS. Mr. Speaker, 1

would like to withdraw my motion to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6014) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 212 Main Street in Hartman,
Arkansas, as the “M.R. ‘Bucky’ Wal-
ters Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the motion is withdrawn.

There was no objection.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2010
Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Mr.

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 3729) to authorize
the programs of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration for
fiscal years 2011 through 2013, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3729

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration Authorization Act of 2010"".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS

Sec. 101. Fiscal year 2011.

Sec. 102. Fiscal year 2012.

Sec. 103. Fiscal year 2013.

TITLE II—POLICY, GOALS, AND OBJEC-
TIVES FOR HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT AND
EXPLORATION

Sec. 201. United States human space flight
policy.

Sec. 202. Goals and objectives.

Sec. 203. Assurance of core capabilities.

Sec. 204. Independent study on human explo-
ration of space.

TITLE III—EXPANSION OF HUMAN SPACE
FLIGHT BEYOND THE INTERNATIONAL
SPACE STATION AND LOW-EARTH
ORBIT

Sec. 301. Human space flight beyond low-
Earth orbit.

Sec. 302. Space Launch System as follow-on
launch vehicle to the Space
Shuttle.

Multi-purpose crew vehicle.

Utilization of existing workforce
and assets in development of
Space Launch System and
multi-purpose crew vehicle.

NASA launch support and infra-
structure modernization pro-
gram.

Report on effects of transition to
Space Launch System on the
solid and liquid rocket motor
industrial bases.

Sense of Congress on other tech-
nology and robotic elements in
human space flight and explo-
ration.

Sec. 308. Development of technologies and
in-space capabilities for beyond
near-Earth space missions.

Sec. 309. Report requirement.

TITLE IV—DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF

COMMERCIAL CREW AND CARGO

TRANSPORTATION CAPABILITIES

303.
304.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 305.

Sec. 306.

Sec. 307.

Sec. 401. Commercial Cargo Development
program.

Sec. 402. Commercial Crew Development
program.

Sec. 403. Requirements applicable to devel-
opment of commercial crew
transportation capabilities and
services.

Sec. 404. Report on International Space Sta-
tion cargo return capability.

TITLE V—CONTINUATION, SUPPORT, AND

EVOLUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
SPACE STATION

Sec. 501. Continuation of the International

Space Station through 2020.

September 29, 2010

Sec. 502. Maximum utilization of the Inter-
national Space Station.

503. Maintenance of the United States
segment and assurance of con-
tinued operations of the Inter-
national Space Station.

504. Management of the ISS national
laboratory.

TITLE VI—SPACE SHUTTLE
RETIREMENT AND TRANSITION

601. Sense of Congress on the Space
Shuttle program.

602. Retirement of Space Shuttle orbit-
ers and transition of Space
Shuttle program.

603. Disposition of orbiter vehicles.

TITLE VII—EARTH SCIENCE

701. Sense of Congress.
702. Interagency collaboration
mentation approach.
Transitioning experimental
search to operations.
Decadal survey missions implemen-
tation for Earth observation.
Expansion of Earth science applica-
tions.

Instrument test-beds and venture
class missions.

Sense of Congress on NPOESS fol-
low-on program.

TITLE VIII—SPACE SCIENCE

801. Technology development.

802. Suborbital research activities.

803. Overall science portfolio-sense of
the Congress.

In-space servicing.

Decadal results.

On-going restoration of radioiso-
tope thermoelectric generator
material production.

Collaboration with ESMD
SOMD on robotic missions.

Near-Earth object survey and pol-
icy with respect to threats
posed.

Sec. 809. Space weather.

TITLE IX—AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
TECHNOLOGY

Sense of Congress.

Aeronautics research goals.

Research collaboration.

Goal for agency space technology.

Implementation plan for agency
space technology.

National space technology policy.

Commercial reusable suborbital re-
search program.

TITLE X—EDUCATION

1001. Report on education implementa-
tion outcomes.

1002. Sense of Congress on the Experi-
mental Program to Stimulate
Competitive Research.

Sec. 1003. Science, technology, engineering,

and mathematics commercial

orbital platform program.

TITLE XI—RESCOPING AND REVITAL-
IZING INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES

Sec. 1101. Sense of Congress.

Sec. 1102. Institutional requirements study.

Sec. 1103. NASA capabilities study require-
ment.

Sense of Congress on community
transition support.

Workforce stabilization and crit-
ical skills preservation.

TITLE XII—OTHER MATTERS

1201. Report on space traffic manage-
ment.

1202. National and international orbital
debris mitigation.

1203. Reports on program and cost as-
sessment and control assess-
ment.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec. imple-

Sec. 703. re-

Sec. 704.

Sec. 705.

Sec. 706.

Sec. 707.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

804.
805.
806.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 807. and

Sec. 808.

901.
902.
903.
904.
905.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

906.
907.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 1104.

Sec. 1105.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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