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Throughout its history, the Conference has 
been a vocal supporter for continued Congres-
sional attention in meeting the nation’s water- 
related needs, including navigation, flood dam-
age reduction and risk management, environ-
mental restoration, hydroelectric power, recre-
ation, and water supply. 

The Conference is guided by its purpose of 
promoting better understanding of the public 
value of the American waterways system, and 
to document the importance of far-sighted 
navigation and water resources policies to a 
sound economy, industrial and agricultural 
productivity, regional development, environ-
mental quality, energy conservation, inter-
national trade, defense preparedness, and the 
overall national interest. 

The Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, understands the importance of the 
nation’s waterways in preserving both the eco-
nomic and environmental health and pros-
perity of the nation. Water is our common her-
itage. America’s greatest population centers 
are cities because they have ports. Seventy- 
five percent of the nation’s population lives 
along the water, either on the coasts or the in-
land waterways. Despite the relative scarce-
ness of potable water supplies, generations of 
Americans have taken water for granted. For 
most Americans, the only time to think about 
water is when there is too much or not 
enough. Today, our nation and the world face 
significant water resources challenges; yet, 
there are clear signs that water-use is not 
being properly used or planned at home or 
throughout the world. 

For over a century, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) has served our nation well 
in investigating and addressing our most crit-
ical water resources challenges. Whether it is 
the construction and maintenance of our 
coastal and inland navigation systems, pro-
tecting the lives and livelihoods of our con-
stituents from flooding or coastal storms, or re-
storing some of the nation’s greatest natural 
treasures, such as Yellowstone National Park 
or the Everglades, the nation has relied on its 
premier water-resources related agency, the 
Corps, to meet its current and future chal-
lenges. 

The Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, is a vital partner to that effort. It is 
through the periodic enactment of a water re-
sources development act that Congress pro-
vides direction to the Corps to meet both the 
current and future water resources challenges 
of the nation, including authorizing critical 
navigation, flood damage reduction, environ-
mental restoration projects, and studies car-
ried out by the Corps. 

Following the successful enactment of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 
(P.L. 110–114), the Democratic and Repub-
lican leadership of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure committed to en-
actment of a water resources development act 
every Congress. 

Throughout its history, these water re-
sources development acts have provided the 
Corps with the authority to carry out nationally 
significant projects that have improved the 
economic prosperity of the nation, have pro-
tected its citizenry from the threat of flooding 
and coastal storms, and have put in place res-
toration efforts for many of America’s natural 
treasures. 

Throughout this effort, the National Water-
ways Conference has been a vocal advocate 

for regular authorization of water resources 
development acts. In the view of the Con-
ference, regular consideration of such laws, 
such as that taken by our Committee in sup-
port of H.R. 5892, the ‘‘Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2010’’, is ‘‘essential to the 
nation’s environmental well-being and our eco-
nomic vitality.’’ I applaud the valuable role that 
the Conference has played in the formation of 
water resources laws, and commend them for 
bringing the often-competing views of the var-
ious waterway users to the forefront of the de-
bate on nationally significant water resources 
policies. 

I also commend the Conference for its vocal 
support for funding of the Corps of Engineers 
in the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (P.L. 111–5). Under the Recovery Act, 
Congress provided $4.6 billion to the Corps to 
address both a significant portion of its back-
log of operation and maintenance needs, as 
well as plan and begin construction of the 
next-generation of water-related infrastructure. 

According to the Corps, as of August 31, 
more than 92 percent of the $4.6 billion is 
under obligation, with the remainder likely to 
be obligated by the end of the fiscal year. By 
almost all accounts, this investment of $4.6 
billion has been a huge success in meeting 
the water-related infrastructure needs of the 
nation. I applaud the foresight of the National 
Waterways Conference in its advocacy for this 
effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Conference for 
its commitment to meeting the water-re-
sources-related challenges of the nation, and 
for marking its 50th anniversary. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 1639. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
50th anniversary of the National Waterways 
Conference. 

I would like to begin by thanking Chairman 
JIM OBERSTAR of the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee for his support of the Na-
tional Waterways Conference and for cospon-
soring this resolution. 

I am proud to have introduced H. Res. 1639 
because the National Waterways Conference 
has worked tirelessly since 1960 in educating 
the public and elected officials about the im-
portance of our nation’s inland waterways sys-
tem. The Conference reaches all corners of in-
land waterways, the Great Lakes, and coastal 
stakeholders because it consists of a diverse 
group of professionals who all work toward a 
common goal: utilizing the waterways in an ef-
ficient and responsible manner, while being 
accountable to the environment in and around 
our waters. 

The Conference has also worked closely 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
planning valuable economic and environ-
mental water-based projects in nearly every 
geographic region of the U.S. and territories. 
For example, in the 17th District of Illinois, the 
Sny Island Levee District and the Upper Mis-
sissippi, Illinois and Missouri Rivers Associa-
tion have for years worked to ensure that Con-
gress does not forget about the catastrophic 
flooding in the Midwest, and they have advo-
cated for maximizing urgently needed flood 
protection and flood control. The Corps in turn 
has closely studied and crafted a plan for pro-
tecting the Upper Mississippi River Valley 
communities. The Conference and Corps com-
plement each other extremely well. 

In addition to recognizing and commending 
the Conference, the resolution recognizes the 
solid commitment and excellent work done by 
the Corps of Engineers—the nation’s premier 
waterways infrastructure operators, designers 
and builders. The Corps is responsible for wa-
terways navigation, flood damage reduction, 
and environmental restoration for more than 
11,000 miles of channels in 41 States, in addi-
tion to the important role it plays in supporting 
our troops. 

I believe it is in the best interest of the 
American people that the National Waterways 
Conference continues to work with the Con-
gress, the Corps’ Civil Works Division, and 
local communities because of its expertise in 
planning for a sound economy, industrial and 
agricultural productivity, regional development, 
environmental quality, energy conservation, 
international trade, and national defense pre-
paredness. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the National Water-
ways Conference will have another successful 
50 years advocating for improvements to our 
nation’s water infrastructure. I would like to 
thank the National Waterways Conference for 
all of their hard work, and I wish them the best 
of luck in their next chapter. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support pas-
sage of this bill. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
SCHAUER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1639. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

WINSTON E. ARNOW FEDERAL 
BUILDING 

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4387) to designate the Federal 
building located at 100 North Palafox 
Street in Pensacola, Florida, as the 
‘‘Winston E. Arnow Federal Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4387 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The Federal building located at 100 North 
Palafox Street in Pensacola, Florida, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Winston E. 
Arnow Federal Building’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the Federal building re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be 
a reference to the ‘‘Winston E. Arnow Fed-
eral Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. SCHAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART) each will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Michigan. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 4387. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I would urge the adoption of this res-

olution, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Congress-
man MILLER of Florida for his leader-
ship and hard work on this bill to cor-
rect the designation of this building, 
which was named after Judge Arnow. 

Now, we could say so much about the 
judge, but Mr. Speaker, I would just 
like to highlight one part of his career, 
which is something I try to do when-
ever possible whenever anybody serves 
in the Armed Forces of the United 
States of America. I think, as much as 
his record is meritorious, it is some-
thing I always like to highlight. 

Judge Arnow was in the private prac-
tice of law, but he also served as a U.S. 
Army major in the JAG Corps during 
World War II and served as a municipal 
judge in Gainesville, Florida. Again, I 
could go on and on, but I always try to 
highlight when someone has a military 
career in order to make sure that it is 
something we will never forget. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 4387, a bill to designate the 
Federal building located at 100 North Palafox 
Street in Pensacola, Florida, as the ‘‘Winston 
E. Arnow Federal Building’’. 

Winston Eugene Arnow was an American 
lawyer and judge of the United States District 
Court for the Northern District of Florida. He 
practiced civil rights law in Gainesville before 
he was appointed to the Federal bench by 
President Johnson. His name is now synony-
mous with the momentous civil rights period 
from 1969 to 1978 in Northwest Florida when 
he followed the U.S. Supreme Court mandates 
to ensure the election of African Americans, 
public school desegregation, and improved 
prison conditions in the Escambia County jail. 

Judge Arnow served as the chief judge of 
the Northern District of Florida, stretching from 
Pensacola to Gainesville, from 1969 until 
1981. In 1969, Arnow ordered the Escambia 
County School District desegregated. In 1972, 
he presided over the trial of the Gainesville 
Eight, a group of anti-Vietnam War activists 
who were indicted on charges of conspiracy to 
disrupt the 1972 Republican National Conven-
tion in Miami Beach, Florida. All eight were ac-
quitted. 

Judicial authorities and officials viewed 
Judge Arnow as ‘‘all integrity,’’ ignoring criti-
cism by doing what he thought was the right 
and proper thing to do to protect civil liberties. 
He believed firmly in the U.S. Constitution and 
followed the statutes and higher court deci-

sions to the letter. Judge Arnow was a man of 
strong moral character, and conducted his 
court proceedings based on fairness and cour-
tesy. He was a courageous trial judge and 
dedicated public servant. It is both fitting and 
proper that we honor his public service with 
this designation. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 4387. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
SCHAUER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4387. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RAY DAVES AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROL TOWER 

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5591) to designate the facility of 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
located at Spokane International Air-
port in Spokane, Washington, as the 
‘‘Ray Daves Air Traffic Control 
Tower,’’ as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5591 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The airport traffic control tower located at 
Spokane International Airport in Spokane, 
Washington, and any successor airport traffic 
control tower at that location, shall be known 
and designated as the ‘‘Ray Daves Airport Traf-
fic Control Tower’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, paper, or other record of the United 
States to the airport traffic control tower re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to the ‘‘Ray Daves Airport Traffic Con-
trol Tower’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. SCHAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 5591. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHAUER. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 5591, and 

I urge support of this bill. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1910 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I also rise in support of 
H.R. 5591, introduced by my colleague 
from Washington, Representative 
MCMORRIS RODGERS, which, as the gen-
tleman has just said, designates the 
airport traffic control tower located at 
Spokane International Airport as the 
Ray Daves Air Traffic Control Tower. 

Again, I urge all our colleagues to 
also support it. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5591, as amended, introduced by 
the gentlewoman from Washington (Mrs. 
MCMORRIS RODGERS), which designates the 
airport traffic control tower located at Spokane 
International Airport in Spokane, Washington, 
as the ‘‘Ray Daves Air Traffic Control Tower’’. 

The air traffic controllers in Spokane, Wash-
ington, were so inspired by the biography of 
Ray Daves, a World War II radioman and civil-
ian air traffic controller, that they began urging 
to have the airport traffic control tower where 
he had worked named after him. 

Ray Daves was a radioman for the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. He survived the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. During the attack, 
he carried ammunition to a machine gun on 
the second-story roof of the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Headquarters on Oahu, Hawaii. Later, Daves 
volunteered for service aboard the USS York-
town aircraft carrier, where he was assigned 
to the emergency radio room. He was present 
during the Battle of the Coral Sea and the 
sinking of Yorktown during the Battle of Mid-
way in 1942. 

During the rest of World War II, Daves 
served his country in Alaska as a radioman at 
Cold Bay, Alaska, for the U.S. Navy’s air fields 
in the Aleutian Islands and flew ‘‘second seat’’ 
as gunner for aerial search-and-destroy mis-
sions against Japanese submarines in Alas-
kan waters. He also served as a liaison for the 
Soviet Air Force pilots who acquired U.S. 
bombers and fighter planes for the war in Eu-
rope. Daves taught at the Navy’s school for 
radiomen in Gulfport, Mississippi, from 1945 
until the end of the war. 

When the war was over, Daves became a 
civilian air traffic controller at Geiger Field, 
later known as the Spokane International Air-
port in Spokane, Washington. He worked as 
an air traffic controller there for almost 30 
years (from 1946 to 1974). Currently, Daves 
volunteers by educating other veterans about 
the Honor Flight program, which helps World 
War II veterans visit the memorial in their 
honor located in Washington, DC. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5591. 

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H.R. 5591, to 
designate the Federal Aviation Administration 
facility at the Spokane International Airport in 
Spokane, Washington, as the ‘‘Ray Daves Air 
Traffic Control Tower.’’ I thank Chairman 
OBERSTAR and Ranking Member MICA for 
bringing the bill to the floor today. 

As the sponsor of this bill, it is with great 
pride I stand here today. Ray Daves is a Pur-
ple Heart recipient and Pearl Harbor survivor 
who served our nation aboard the USS York-
town throughout the Pacific during World War 
II. 
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