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servicemember from the point of injury
on the battlefield to the most sophisti-
cated medical treatment available in
the world. All of the military services
have a role in this effort—from front-
line medics who treat our casualties to
the ambulance and aircrews who pro-
vide critical transportation to the next
level of medical care. We owe our ut-
most gratitude to all of the dedicated
individuals who have a part in this life-
saving endeavor.

But today we specifically recognize
the men and women of the United
States Air Force. Their commitment to
excellence has raised aeromedical eval-
uation to an unprecedented level of
success. One only has to travel to An-
drews Air Force Base to witness first-
hand the care, compassion and love
given to our returning wounded. The
Air Force pilots, crew chiefs, doctors,
nurses, and medics have worked tire-
lessly to bring the wounded safely
home.

I urge my colleagues who have not
had that opportunity to watch the Air
Force unloading these medical trans-
port planes to go out to Andrews and
see it. It is truly unforgettable. I have
been out there myself, and I must say
that it is heartwarming and a hum-
bling experience to see this fine work
done by the United States Air Force in
the care for these wounded.

Mr. Speaker, I join all of my col-
leagues to honor the military medical
personnel and aircrews whose skills
and professionalism ensure that our
wounded warriors return home quickly
and safely. I, therefore, strongly urge
all Members to support this resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CRITZ) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1605, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RECOGNIZING FIRST ANNIVER-
SARY OF FORT HOOD SHOOTINGS

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 319)
recognizing the anniversary of the
tragic shootings that occurred at Fort
Hood, Texas, on November 5, 2009.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 319

Whereas, on November 5, 2009, a gunman
entered the Soldier Readiness Processing
Center at Fort Hood, Texas, and opened fire
on military and civilian personnel who were
preparing for deployment or who had re-
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cently returned to the United States from
overseas;

Whereas 13 people were killed, including 12
soldiers, one of whom was an expecting
mother, and one former soldier;

Whereas 31 people were wounded, and some
of the wounded required months of care and
rehabilitation;

Whereas civilian and military law enforce-
ment personnel of the Department of Defense
acted swiftly and courageously to neutralize
the threat;

Whereas Army medics immediately began
treating the wounded, greatly reducing the
loss of life;

Whereas nearby Army personnel selflessly
evacuated wounded individuals to safety
prior to the threat being eliminated; and

Whereas the Fort Hood regional commu-
nities, the State of Texas, military service
organizations and countless Americans
united in support of the Fort Hood victims
and their families: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the shootings that occurred
at Fort Hood, Texas, on November 5, 2009, as
a tragic event in the history of the Army and
the United States;

(2) extends its deepest sympathies to the
families and friends of the victims of the
shootings who had already sacrificed a great
deal by righteously answering their coun-
try’s call to serve;

(3) honors the civilian law enforcement
personnel of the Department of Defense for
effectively implementing their training to
promptly eliminate the threat, thereby lim-
iting additional loss of life or injury;

(4) commends the Fort Hood command
team for its timely response and situational
control; and

(5) expresses gratitude to the Fort Hood
communities, military personnel stationed
at Fort Hood, military service organizations,
and the American people for promptly ex-
tending comfort and assistance to the vic-
tims of the shootings and their families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CRITZ) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRITZ. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Concurrent Resolution 319,
recognizing the anniversary of the
tragic shootings that occurred at Fort
Hood, Texas, on November 5, 2009.

I am grateful to my colleague from
Texas (Mr. CARTER) for his work in au-
thoring this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, last November a gun-
man opened fire at the Soldier Readi-
ness Processing Center at Fort Hood,
where military and civilian personnel
had recently returned from deployment
or were preparing to go overseas. This
was an event that saddened every
American, and it is important that we
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as a Nation remember those killed and
injured and that we honor those who
responded with courage and skill to as-
sist the victims.

Ultimately, 12 soldiers and one civil-
ian lost their lives in this atrocious at-
tack. In addition to these 13 unfortu-
nate Americans who were murdered
that day, 31 more were wounded. Many
of them were seriously wounded, but a
quick response from Army medics
saved lives and mitigated the severity
of some of the injuries. Soldiers and ci-
vilians rushed to remove those in need
of medical attention from the building,
even while the threat of the gunman
was still present. At the same time,
law enforcement personnel worked to
eliminate the danger to Fort Hood and
to the surrounding community.

I would like to convey my deepest
sympathies to the families and friends
of those killed and injured in the Fort
Hood shootings and express gratitude
to the soldiers, Army civilians, and
local residents who assisted in the res-
cue and recuperation of the victims, es-
pecially as the anniversary of this
event draws closer.
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I urge my colleagues to recognize the
soldiers and civilians killed and wound-
ed by voting in favor of House Concur-
rent Resolution 319.

LIST OF SOLDIERS AND THE FORMER SOLDIER
‘WHO LoOST THEIR LIVES AT FORD HOOD

Lieutenant Colonel Juanita Warman.

Major Libardo Caraveo.

Captain John Gaffaney.

Captain Russell Seager.

Staff Sergeant Justin Decrow.

Sergeant Amy Krueger.

Specialist Jason Hunt.

Specialist Frederick Greene.

Private First Class Aaron Nemelka.

Private First Class Michael Pearson.

Private First Class Kham Xiong.

Private Francheska Velez.

Michael Cahill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on November 5, 2009, 13
people were killed and 31 wounded at
Ft. Hood, Texas, when a gunman at-
tacked unarmed military civilian per-
sonnel who were preparing for deploy-
ment or who recently returned to the
United States from deployments. This
was an attack that devastated the peo-
ple there and across this Nation. It was
a senseless act of horror that betrayed
our respect and dignity for human life.

I want to thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative JOHN CARTER of Texas, for
introducing this legislation to give all
Members the opportunity today to
once again stand in support of the men
and women at Ft. Hood and their fami-
lies who suffered in that time of trial.

This resolution also honors those
military and civilian law enforcement
officers who acted swiftly and coura-
geously to neutralize the threat, as
well as the medical personnel who im-
mediately began treating the wounded,
thereby reducing the loss of life.

While we wait for the justice system
to decide the fate of the gunman, it is
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important that we also recognize that
Ft. Hood’s preparations beforehand en-
abled a timely response and situational
control once the attack occurred. Un-
fortunately, the attack at Ft. Hood sig-
nals the requirement that such prepa-
ration apply to all of our military in-
stallations.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to my friend
and colleague, the chairman of the
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs Appropriations Subcommittee and
original cosponsor of this resolution,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS).

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of House Concur-
rent Resolution 319 and want to com-
mend my colleague from Texas (Mr.
CARTER) for offering this resolution
and also for his tremendous leadership
day in and day out on behalf of the in-
credible soldiers and families of Ft.
Hood.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of citizens all
across America, we rise today to ex-
press our deepest respect for the sol-
diers and families of Ft. Hood, Texas,
as we approach the l-year anniversary
of the tragic shooting there. I want to
reaffirm to the Ft. Hood families that
they are still in the thoughts and pray-
ers of our Nation.

It is a tragedy beyond words that
Americans who were willing to risk
their lives for our country and combat
abroad ended up losing their lives here
at home in an attack that just 1 year
ago would have seemed unimaginable.
While the 12 soldiers and one civilian
killed at Ft. Hood last November did
not die in combat in a foreign country,
they gave their lives defending Amer-
ica, and for that, we will always con-
sider them heroes. The spouses, chil-
dren, and families of the fallen may not
have worn our Nation’s uniform, but
they, too, have served our Nation
through their deep personal sacrifice.
We will never ever forget that sac-
rifice. We cannot bring back their
loved ones, but I hope that they will
forever feel the collective love and
gratitude and prayers of millions of
their fellow Americans.

Mr. Speaker, during this attack last
year, Ft. Hood was a scene of unspeak-
able tragedy, but I know it as a place
of great triumph—a place where service
to country isn’t just an idea; it is a
way of life, a place where the American
spirit is alive and well.

I hope the world will see the Ft. Hood
I saw as its Representative in Congress
for 14 years through three combat de-
ployments. When I think of Ft. Hood, I
think of soldiers, their families, their
children, and their neighbors in nearby
communities who care for each other
and are proud to serve and, yes, sac-
rifice for our Nation’s freedom.

Ft. Hood is known as ‘“‘The Great
Place” because that is what it is: past,
present, and future. The actions of one
deranged gunman should not, and will
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not, change that fact. The servicemen
and -women of F't. Hood, their families,
and the neighboring communities are a
very special, unique family. They make
Ft. Hood what it is—a shining star in
our Nation’s defense, a star that will
burn brightly for decades to come.

While we honor the sacrifice of our
veterans and our troops on Veterans
Day and Memorial Day, I hope Ameri-
cans will remember every day how
blessed we are to live in a land where
our servicemen and -women and their
families are willing to sacrifice so
much in service to country. Let us all
rededicate ourselves to honoring our
troops, our veterans, and their fami-
lies. Let us remember them not just on
Veterans Day and Memorial Day with
our words but every day.

Today, we send our prayers to those
who were wounded, physically and
emotionally, by the unprovoked attack
last year at Ft. Hood, and we ask that
God keep them in His loving arms,
those who gave that day, in the words
of Lincoln, ‘‘their last full measure of
devotion to country.”

Michael Grant Cahill, civilian physi-
cian assistant; Major L. Eduardo
Caraveo; Staff Sergeant Justin M.
DeCrow; Captain John P. Gaffaney;
Specialist Frederick Greene; Specialist
Jason Dean Hunt; Sergeant Amy
Krueger; Private First Class Aaron
Thomas Nemelka; Private First Class
Michael Pearson; Captain Russell
Seager; Private Francheska Velez;
Lieutenant Colonel Juanita Warman;
and Private First Class Kham Xiong.

While these heroes are now in God’s
loving arms, we here on Earth shall not
forget them.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER), who
introduced this resolution, as much
time as he might consume.

Mr. CARTER. I thank my friend for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 319 commemorating the 1-year an-
niversary of the terrible shooting at
Ft. Hood, Texas.

On November 5, 2009, a gunman en-
tered the Soldier Readiness Processing
Center at Ft. Hood, Texas, and merci-
lessly opened fire on military and civil-
ian personnel who were preparing for
deployment or who had recently re-
turned from being overseas in a deploy-
ment. Thirteen people were Killed in
this attack, including 12 soldiers, one
of whom was an expecting mother and
one former soldier. Thirty-one people
were wounded. Some of the wounded,
like Staff Sergeant Patrick Zeigler,
have required months of care and reha-
bilitation, and that is an ongoing situ-
ation.

But wonderful stories come out of
this. One story that I heard, as a young
soldier saw his sergeant get shot the
third time, he jumped between his ser-
geant and the shooter and took the rest
of the rounds into his body because he
just was afraid his sergeant wouldn’t
be able to survive any more.
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At the time there was a graduation
ceremony going on at Ft. Hood from
college, and a bunch of young soldiers
were graduating from college right
next door. When the call went out for
medics, multiple members of that
group threw off their cap and gown be-
fore they graduated and took off next
door to the processing center to work
with the wounded. Without regard to
their own safety, civilian and military
law enforcement personnel, including
Sergeants Munley and Todd, acted
swiftly and courageously to neutralize
the threat, using the active shooter
training program they had recently
completed.
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Army medics immediately reverted
to their combat-honed training and
began treating the wounded, greatly
reducing the loss of more life. Fellow
soldiers from everywhere descended
upon this area and, while the shooting
was going on, risked their lives to
evacuate their brethren safely to
Darnall Army Hospital.

Fort Hood regional communities, the
State of Texas, military service organi-
zations, and countless Americans
united in support of Fort Hood victims
and their families, collecting millions
of dollars in charitable donations. My
office has worked hard to ensure that
the Fort Hood victims receive all the
benefits to which they are entitled as
combat victims. Additionally, we are
working with the Department of De-
fense to overcome regulatory obstacles
that have prevented the victims and
their families from receiving chari-
table donations. I am hopeful our Sen-
ate colleagues will agree to these legis-
lative adjustments included in this
year’s defense authorization bill to en-
sure that Fort Hood victims and their
families receive every benefit to which
they are rightly entitled.

I want to thank the House Armed
Services Committee and the House
leadership for working with my office
to swiftly bring this resolution to the
floor.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the Fort Hood victims and
their families by passing this House
Concurrent Resolution 319.

Mr. Speaker, I intentionally did not
discuss the accused shooter in an effort
to protect his right to a fair and impar-
tial trial when that trial occurs.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, as the House con-
siders H. Con. Res. 319 recognizing the anni-
versary of the shootings at Fort Hood last No-
vember, | would like to pay tribute to all of the
43 shooting casualties and recognize two of
my constituents.

Staff Sergeant Amy Krueger of Kiel, Wis-
consin, was one of those who lost their lives
that day. Following the 9/11 terrorists attacks,
she was moved to join the Army because she
wanted to help keep America safe. She was
proud of her military service and returned to
Kiel High School to share her experiences
with current students. Staff Sergeant Krueger
had been to Afghanistan previously and, like
others in the Soldier Readiness Processing
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Center that day, was about to be deployed
again.

In his remarks at the Fort Hood memorial
service shortly after the shooting, President
Obama shared a story that symbolizes Staff
Sergeant Krueger's energy, drive and deter-
mination. He said, “When her mother told her
she couldn’t take on Osama bin Laden by her-
self, Amy replied ‘Watch me.”” That spirit was
evident to all who knew her.

In the small Wisconsin town of Kiel, the
news of Staff Sergeant Krueger's death was
met with an outpouring of love and support for
her family and friends, as well as respect for
her service to our country. On Memorial Day
this year, the town unveiled a memorial in her
honor that includes words that meant so much
to her: “All Gave Some—Some Gave All.” As
we mark this sad day one year later, we re-
member Staff Sergeant Krueger and send our
thoughts and prayers to her loved ones.

Private First Class Amber Bahr of Random
Lake, Wisconsin, is a Sixth District resident
who was injured in the shootings. As the
events unfolded that terrible day, Amber im-
mediately reacted to help her injured com-
rades and did not even realize that she too
had been shot. This generous spirit was also
cited by President Obama as an example of
the bravery and caring of these soldiers for
one another.

Our service men and women have joined
the military to serve their country; many, like
Amy, to join the fight against terrorism. | am
sure they did not expect that they would be
fighting it here on U.S. soil.

| join my colleagues in supporting H. Con.
Res. 319 as we take time to remember and
pay our respects to those lives lost, as well as
commend and thank the civilian and military
law enforcement personnel, the medics and all
others who helped those in need that day.

Mr. JONES. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CRITZ) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 319.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

SUPPORTING NATIONAL POW/MIA
RECOGNITION DAY

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1630) expressing support
for National POW/MIA Recognition
Day, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1630

Whereas the United States depends upon
the service and sacrifices of courageous
young Americans to protect and uphold the
nation’s ideals;

Whereas generations of American men and
women have served bravely and honorably in
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foreign conflicts over the course of the his-
tory of the United States;

Whereas thousands of these Americans
serving overseas were detained and interned
as prisoners of war (‘““POW”’) or went missing
in action (““MIA’’) during their wartime serv-
ice;

Whereas more than 138,000 members of the
United States Armed Forces who fought in
World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam
War, the Cold War, the Gulf War, and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom were detained or in-
terned as POWs, many suffering and thou-
sands dying from starvation, forced labor,
and severe torture;

Whereas, in addition to those POWs, more
than 84,000 members of the Armed Forces
who served in those wars remain listed by
the Department of Defense as unaccounted
for;

Whereas there remains today members of
the Armed Forces being held in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan;

Whereas these thousands of American
POWs and MIAs gave an immeasurable sac-
rifice for their country and for the well-being
of their fellow Americans;

Whereas their bravery and sacrifice should
be forever memorialized and honored by all
Americans;

Whereas the uncertainty, hardship, and
pain endured by the families and loved ones
of POWs and MIAs should not be forgotten;

Whereas Congress first passed a resolution
commemorating ‘‘National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day’’ in 1979;

Whereas the President annually honors
‘““National POW/MIA Recognition Day’ on
the third Friday of each September through
Presidential proclamation; and

Whereas in 2010, ‘‘National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day’ is honored on September 17:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day is one of the six days specified
by law (pursuant to section 902 of title 36,
United States Code) as a day on which the
POW/MIA flag is to be flown over specified
Federal facilities and national cemeteries,
military installations, and post offices;

(2) extends the gratitude of the House of
Representatives and the nation to those who
have served the United States in captivity to
hostile forces as prisoners of war;

(3) recognizes and honors the more than
84,000 members of the Armed Forces who re-
main unaccounted for and their families;

(4) recognizes the untiring efforts of na-
tional POW/MIA organizations in ensuring
that America never forgets the contribution
of the nation’s prisoners of war and unac-
counted for military personnel;

(5) applauds the personnel of the Defense
POW/Missing Personnel Office, the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command, the Armed
Forces Identification Laboratory, the Life
Sciences Equipment Laboratory, and the
military departments for continuing their
mission of achieving the fullest possible ac-
counting of all Americans unaccounted for
as a result of the previous conflicts of the
United States; and

(6) calls on all Americans to recognize Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day with ap-
propriate remembrances, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CRITZ) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

H7005

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRITZ. I ask unanimous consent
that all Members have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1630, expressing support for Na-
tional Prisoner of War/Missing in Ac-
tion Recognition Day. I would like to
thank the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
LI1PINSKI) for sponsoring this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, on September 17, a very
important and symbolic flag flew over
the United States Capitol, one that
represents both the deepest and rawest
wounds of war as well as uncommon
valor and the most selfless of sac-
rifices. This is the POW/MIA flag.
Etched in black and white on this flag
is a silhouette of a young man whose
face cannot be seen. This is the face of
every soldier, sailor, airman, and ma-
rine who has endured imprisonment
and the harshest of conditions as a
prisoner at the hands of the enemy,
and of every brave soul who did not re-
turn home from battle but remains un-
accounted for in a distant land.

As a Nation, it is our sacred duty to
ensure that these missing soldiers are
not forgotten and to work tirelessly
until every story ends and all are ac-
counted for. By recovering our missing
soldiers, we also recover a missing
piece of our national heritage and
honor, those who fought to preserve it.
Honoring American POWs and MIAs is
a reminder to look back on our proud
history, a tapestry woven of thousands
of individual stories and sacrifices and
of lives dedicated to the preservation
of the freedom we hold so dear. This is
the embodiment of our country’s sol-
emn promise to the prisoners of war
and missing in action of our Armed
Forces. We will never stop searching
for you, and you are not forgotten.

I urge my colleagues to recognize and
commend the service of the thousands
of former prisoners of war and service-
members missing in action by voting in
favor of House Resolution 1630.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Resolution 1630 to express sup-
port for National Prisoner of War/Miss-
ing in Action Recognition Day.

I would like to commend the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) for
introducing this resolution. At the
heart of this resolution is the principle
that the American military never
leaves a fallen comrade behind. More
than 84,000 members of the Armed
Forces remain unaccounted for from
World War II, the Korean war, Viet-
nam, the cold war, and the gulf war,
and U.S. military personnel have been
held in Afghanistan and Iraq.
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