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for here in America. That is why they
deserve gold medals, because they
fought two fights. They fought the
fight for liberty around the world, and
they fought the fight against bigotry
that is denying them those same free-
doms here at home.

And why else do we remember this?
Because we’re talking about the fact
that no matter what you look like, we
are all Americans, because that’s
America. We’re the greatest country on
the face of the Earth. Why? Because
there’s no other country in the world
that has peoples from every other part
of the world, and yet we’re still divided
by race, by color, and by creed by those
who would like to foment fear and prej-
udice and use that as electoral vic-
tories, using the oldest wedge issue
that we have ever known, and that’s
fear of difference, when actually the
strength of our country is our diversity
as a Nation.

My uncle, President Kennedy, in giv-
ing the National Civil Rights Address,
first of any American President in
American history, said it’s a moral
question at its base. Who amongst us
would be willing to change the color of
their skin? Who amongst us would be
willing to change the color of their
skin and abide by the counsels of pa-
tience and delay in terms of civil
rights? Well, you know, if you’re white
and you’re accepted as looking like an
American, this might not seem like a
big issue to you. But think about trad-
ing the color of your skin for a day and
living like Americans who are Latino
in a culture like today that stigmatizes
people with brown skin as somehow
less than Americans because maybe
they got here illegally just because of
the perception of the color of their
skin. Set aside the fact that in my area
of the country the biggest illegal im-
migration are people that look like me,
with red hair and freckles on their
face; that’s the biggest illegal immi-
gration, Irish overstays. It’s an inter-
esting battle that’s been the battle for
the heart and the soul of America since
the beginning of time.

I propose that the final question of
our time for our veterans is whether we
are going to abide by the counsels of
patience and delay in setting our vet-
erans free from their war injuries. Be-
cause how many of us suffering at
home now from traumatic brain injury
and PTSD would be willing, because
the Congress is not ready to put the
money into biomedical research that it
needs to because they say that’s not
government’s job to do medical re-
search; that’s someone else’s. I don’t
know whose job it is, but if I'm a vet-
eran coming back from fighting for
this country and I'm trapped behind
the enemy lines of stigma and shame,
trapped behind the enemy lines of in-
difference because you can’t see my
wound—my wound is an invisible
wound; it’s brain injury—think about
what it must be like for them to know
that our country has the wherewithal
to save those with TBI and rescue them
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from being prisoners of their war in-
jury if we put the money behind it, if
we match our action with our rhetoric.
We’re not going to leave those veterans
behind, okay. Then let’s do something
that makes sure we don’t. Let’s invest
in the kinds of stem cell research, the
kinds of genetic biomarkers that are
going to allow us to make sure that
they are going to be saved from enemy
territory, prisoners of their war inju-
ries.

You could say, oh, well, it’s going to
take 10 years before we are able to re-
pair spinal cord tissue and allow those
veterans to stand up out of their wheel-
chair because they were paralyzed.
Well, if you’re 25 years old, I should
hope that they get an indication from
this Congress, from this country, from
this President that we are in it to win
it when it comes to saving them, be-
cause you know what? We would put
our full might of military power to go
get them if they were held by al Qaeda.
Why aren’t we doing the same when it
comes to them being held hostage by
their TBI and PTSD?

If we think of each other as human
beings and advancing the great cause,
or the fact that we all breathe the
same air, drink the same water, live on
the same planet, want the same things
for all of our families, why would we
ever treat each other differently, dis-
criminate against one another, when
it’s the very strength of our country?

These Japanese Americans, they
fought the roughest fights. They were
put in the biggest harm’s way, just like
the Buffalo Soldiers were in the Euro-
pean theater as well. Why? They want-
ed to take it on to demonstrate they
weren’t about to be cowering in the
fear of those with bigotry in their
hearts.

Let’s pass this legislation and set all
Americans free, because we’re all
human beings, all Americans, irrespec-
tive of color, creed, or the way we look.

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of S. 1055, a bill to grant the Congres-
sional gold medal, collectively, to the 100th In-
fantry Battalion and the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, United States Army, in rec-
ognition of their dedicated service during
World War 1.

The grant of the Congressional gold medal
to this very distinguished “Go for Broke” unit
is well deserved and the award is long over-
due. The unit is the most decorated military
unit in our Nation’s history. In World War Il
this was known as the “Purple Heart Bat-
talion.”

| must admit that | have a personal attach-
ment to the “Go for Broke” unit. Company E,
100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team, is now stationed in the
Northern Mariana Islands and | was once a
member. A further point of pride is that Echo
Company was once under the command of
the distinguished Senator from Hawaii, Sen-
ator DANIEL K. INOUYE.

| support passage of S. 1055 and | say
again that the grant of the Congressional gold
medal to the 100th Infantry Battalion and the
442nd Regimental Combat Team is long over-
due and well deserved.
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| encourage my colleagues to support S.
1055 and | thank Senator BARBARA BOXER for
bringing this legislation forth.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DAHLKEPMER). All time for debate has
expired.

The question is on the motion offered
by the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
CARSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1055.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AWARDING CONGRESSIONAL GOLD

MEDAL TO DR. MUHAMMAD
YUNUS
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 846) to award a
congressional gold medal to Dr. Mu-
hammad Yunus, in recognition of his
contributions to the fight against glob-
al poverty.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 846

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—

(1) Dr. Muhammad Yunus is recognized in
the United States and throughout the world
as a leading figure in the fight against pov-
erty and the effort to promote economic and
social change;

(2) Muhammad Yunus is the recognized de-
veloper of the concept of microcredit, and
Grameen Bank, which he founded, has cre-
ated a model of lending that has been emu-
lated across the globe;

(3) Muhammad Yunus launched this global
movement to create economic and social de-
velopment from below, beginning in 1976,
with a loan of $27 from his own pocket to 42
crafts persons in a small village in Ban-
gladesh;

(4) Muhammad Yunus has demonstrated
the life-changing potential of extending very
small loans (at competitive interest rates) to
the very poor and the economic feasibility of
microcredit and other microfinance and mi-
croenterprise practices and services;

(5) Dr. Yunus’s work has had a particularly
strong impact on improving the economic
prospects of women, and on their families, as
over 95 percent of microcredit borrowers are
women;

(6) Dr. Yunus has pioneered a movement
with the potential to assist a significant
number of the more than 1,400,000,000 people,
mostly women and children, who live on less
than $1.25 a day, and the 2,600,000,000 people
who live on less than $2 a day, and which has
already reached 155,000,000, by one estimate;

(7) there are now an estimated 24,000,000
microenterprises in the United States ac-
counting for approximately 18 percent of pri-
vate (nonfarm) employment and 87 percent of
all business in the United States, and the
Small Business Administration has made
over $318,000,000 in microloans to entre-
preneurs since 1992;

(8) Dr. Yunus, along with the Grameen
Bank, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
2006 for his efforts to promote economic and
social opportunity and out of recognition
that lasting peace cannot be achieved unless
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large population groups find the means, such
as microcredit, to break out of poverty; and

(9) the microcredit ideas developed and put
into practice by Muhammad Yunus, along
with other bold initiatives, can make a his-
torical breakthrough in the fight against
poverty.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall make appropriate arrangements for the
presentation, on behalf of the Congress, of a
gold medal of appropriate design to Dr. Mu-
hammad Yunus, in recognition of his many
enduring contributions to the fight against
global poverty.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (hereafter
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’)
shall strike a gold medal with suitable em-
blems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary.

SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2, under such regulations as
the Secretary may prescribe, at a price suffi-
cient to cover the cost thereof, including
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and
overhead expenses, and the cost of the gold
medal.

SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
pursuant to this Act are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all medals struck under this
Act shall be considered to be numismatic
items.

SEC. 5. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS;
PROCEEDS OF SALE.

(a) AUTHORITY To USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There are authorized to be charged against
the United States Mint Public Enterprise
Fund, such amounts as may be necessary to
pay for the costs of the medals struck pursu-
ant to this Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 3 shall be deposited
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. CARSON) and the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on this legislation and
to insert extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of Senate bill 846, a bill
to award Dr. Muhammad Yunus with a
Congressional Gold Medal in recogni-
tion of his contributions to the fight
against global poverty.
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Credited with developing the concept
of microlending—the extension of very
small loans to very poor people with-
out requiring collateral—Dr. Yunus has
revolutionized global efforts to elimi-
nate extreme poverty. By making
small loans available to entrepreneurs
that lack access to the resources of
traditional banks, Dr. Yunus has given
many people the tools they need to lift
themselves out of poverty.

In 1976, Dr. Yunus made his first suc-
cessful microloan to 42 women from a
small village in Bangladesh who made
crafts out of bamboo using $27 out of
his own pocket. When that first loan
was made, it would have been difficult
to imagine that it would launch a revo-

lution in the fight against inter-
national poverty.
Based on this methodology, Dr.

Yunus founded Grameen Bank, which
has loaned over $7 billion to over 7.5
million small borrowers. His work has
had a particularly profound impact on
the lives of women, who have received
over 95 percent of these microcredit
loans.

This successful model has been im-
plemented in over 100 countries, in
both developing nations and prosperous
nations like the United States. In the
United States, the Small Business Ad-
ministration is based on the same
model and has made over $380 million
in microloans to entrepreneurs since
1992. Internationally, it is estimated
that over 155 million people have al-
ready benefited from these types of
loans. And today, the movement has
the potential of reaching many of the
2.6 billion men, women, and children
that currently live on less than $2 a
day.

Dr. Yunus has received a multitude
of recognitions for his work, including
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006 and the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2009.
Currently, the House companion bill
offered by the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. HOLT) has the cosponsor-
ship of over two-thirds of the TU.S.
House of Representatives.

In light of the strong support we have
already shown for this legislation, I
urge my colleagues to support Senate
bill 846 to award Dr. Yunus the honor
of a Congressional Gold Medal.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of S. 846, a bill that would author-
ize the award of a Congressional Gold
Medal to one of the great humani-
tarians of our time, Dr. Muhammad
Yunus.

Over the last couple of years, we have
talked on the floor of this Chamber and
in committees about the effects of the
recent economic crisis and how it has
limited our ability to procure loans in
this country. We all know that credit
is the lifeblood of both business and
daily life and that businesses need cap-
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ital to invest in tools, labor, and raw
materials, and that individuals need
credit for both short-term needs and
long-term investments such as college
educations or to buy a house or a car.

The need to free up credit in the
United States is important, but in this
great country that offers so much for
us to enjoy, it is easy to lose sight of
how serious the need for credit is else-
where. There it’s sometimes a matter
of surviving or being able to eke out a
living. Americans may need a loan to
purchase a new car, whereas a person
in Bangladesh may need a loan to
merely survive.

Madam Speaker, it is a testament to
a man we honor today that he both rec-
ognized the needs of many for loans of
very small amounts of money and de-
vised a system, a system that can be
replicated anywhere, to address that
need.

Dr. Yunus, born in Bangladesh and
the holder of a doctorate from Vander-
bilt, made his first step toward solving
this problem in 1976 in his native coun-
try—and Mr. CARSON mentioned this—
when he loaned an equivalent of $27 to
42 women and made each a co-guar-
antor with the responsibility of ensur-
ing that the money was paid back in
full. These women then used the money
to make bamboo furniture. Previously
to buy bamboo, they had been forced to
borrow at interest rates that we would
consider criminal and certainly usu-
rious. With the loans, they were able to
make furniture at a small profit.

Soon, with a small grant from the
government of his newly independent
country, Dr. Yunus founded what be-
came the Grameen Bank, and lenders,
using that model, have made billions of
dollars of so-called microloans to mil-
lions of people.

I know Chairman WATERS has spoken
about this and many other Members as
to what this has meant to men and
women in poor countries around the
world. More than 90 percent of the bor-
rowers are said to have been women.

In the year since the founding of the
bank, the Grameen model has blos-
somed, spawning variations that in-
clude nonprofits and for-profit invest-
ments in projects ranging from infor-
mation technology and communica-
tions to food production with partners
ranging from small local companies to
giant multinationals. One project has
funded the installation of nearly half a
million small solar electrical plants
producing power for off-the-grid people
in Bangladesh.

I remember reading Robert Caro’s
book about Lyndon Johnson and what
electricity meant to the hill country of
Texas. The miracle that we saw in
America a century ago is being re-
peated in these countries now—the
miracle of electricity.

But this microlending model is not
confined to small, poor, developing
countries. It’s found its way to Canada
and even to the United States.

Dr. Yunus holds out the possibility
that another offshoot he calls ‘‘social
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business’ might be a way to help rede-
velop Haiti and bring its people out of
poverty, as well as in developed coun-
tries to provide a path to help the poor
become self-supporting without the
need for welfare.

Through all of this, Dr. Yunus has
been not only a visionary innovator
but a tireless advocate for the model
that he believes can ease and even end
poverty. For this he’s been recognized
several times and in many ways. He
and the Grameen Bank were co-recipi-
ents of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006.
And in 2009, Dr. Yunus received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom from
President Obama.

It is now time that Congress in a bi-
partisan way honors such a devoted
and selfless individual. And that’s what
we do today with 296 cosponsors.

I commend Senator DURBIN for intro-
ducing this bill. I commend the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT),
who introduced the House companion
bill, H.R. 2000. With passage today, this
bill will go directly to the President’s
desk.

This is just one of many examples of
how a small amount of money changed
the lives and the fortunes and the fu-
tures of families in countries around
this world.

I think of a book I just completed in
the last year, Greg Mortenson’s ‘‘Three
Cups of Tea,” where a gentleman from
California went to really the tribal
areas of Pakistan and helped build a
school and educate children for just,
what we would call an insignificant
amount. And it truly is, I think, an in-
spiring thing to read of people of this
character and this commitment.

Madam Speaker, let me close by say-
ing this is an overdue recognition of a
vastly important concept and the man
who devised it. I urge immediate pas-

sage.
I reserve the balance of my time.
J 1820
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam

Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. HOLT).

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I thank
my friend from Indiana, and I rise in
strong support of this legislation to
award Dr. Muhammad Yunus a Con-
gressional Gold Medal for his efforts to
fight global poverty.

This bill already has passed by unani-
mous consent in the other body. I am
pleased to have introduced the House
version of this bill, which garnered 297
bipartisan cosponsors, an indication of
the remarkable impact of Dr. Yunus’s
work.

Muhammad Yunus is widely known
as the banker to the poor, and is one of
the world’s great humanitarians and an
economic genius. In 1974, as Bangladesh
was struggling with a terrible famine,
this professor of economics led his stu-
dents out of the classroom and into a
village nearby. There they discovered
that impoverished people could not get
ahead because of the oppressive busi-
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ness practices of money lenders who
exploited their poverty and despera-
tion.

With just $27, as we have heard
today, of his own money, Professor
Yunus liberated 42 victims of these un-
fair practices from their debt burdens.
And from that first experience with the
power of a small amount of money, Dr.
Yunus developed the concept of micro-
credit.

With just a few dollars to work with,
the poor are able to become entre-
preneurs. They sell vegetables or cloth-
ing or handmade goods and other prod-
ucts in order to slowly generate and ac-
cumulate profits, or they devise clever
service industries with a cell phone or
a computer that they can buy with
their microloan. And it turns out that
the poor are wary of debt and are care-
ful stewards of money. Repayment
rates for microloans are consistently
near 97 percent. And step by step, these
borrowers build individual ladders on
which they can climb out of poverty
and into the mainstream economy.

Within a few years of his first trip to
that destitute village, Professor Yunus
created the Grameen Bank to act as a
bank to the poor in Bangladesh. Today,
Grameen Bank has over 2,500 branches.
It serves over 8.3 million people in
81,000 villages. It has disbursed nearly
$10 billion to the poor, with a recovery
rate around 97 percent. Most impor-
tantly, it is estimated that nearly 60
percent of Grameen Bank’s borrowers
have crossed the poverty line. Many of
these are women.

Over the last three decades, Dr.
Yunus has made the elimination of
poverty his life’s work. And the con-
cept of microcredit has been widely
adopted as an idea. And the idea has
evolved from microcredit into the field
of microfinance, which now serves the
poor with a portfolio of financial serv-
ices, including savings accounts and in-
surance and fund transfers, educational
loans, and pension plans.

The World Bank estimates that
microfinance institutions now serve 160
million people in developing countries.
Women, who make up 60 percent of the
world’s poorest citizens and dispropor-
tionately shoulder the burdens of pov-
erty, receive over 95 percent of the
microloans. The funds allow them to
increase their independence and im-
prove the quality of life for their entire
families. Children of borrowers are
more likely to attend school and enjoy
better nutrition.

Yet even with these accomplish-
ments, there is more to be done. There
are 2.6 billion people around the world
who live on less than $2 a day. And the
poorest 1.4 billion live on less than
$1.25 per day. Microfinance still needs
to take deeper root in Africa, where 75
percent of the population lives on less
than $2 per day. We must commit our-
selves to addressing their needs, and
microfinance can be a key component
of that work. Muhammad Yunus and
those who have followed in his foot-
steps have made it possible for the
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working poor to transform themselves
into an entrepreneurial middle class
and for beggars to become business
people.

Professor Yunus has been recognized
with the Nobel Prize for Peace and the
U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom. He
continues to challenge economic pre-
conceptions and to challenge the ac-
ceptance of poverty around the world.
We, with this, further honor his
achievements and his extraordinary vi-
sion of making poverty, as he spoke in
Oslo, a concept that future generations
may understand only by visiting a mu-
seum.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge
some of the people who helped bring
this bill to the floor. My colleagues
Representative MORAN of Virginia,
Representative ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN,
Representative CARTER, Representative
MCDERMOTT have been instrumental.
Grassroots members of the RESULTS
advocacy organization from around the
country have helped raise awareness
about microfinance and the effort to
recognize Muhammad Yunus for his ef-
forts. I commend Senators DURBIN and
BENNETT for their leadership in moving
this bill through the Senate, and I
thank Chairman FRANK for his assist-
ance in expediting consideration here
in the House.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. MCDERMOTT).

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the chairman, and I want to ac-
knowledge Congressman HOLT. RUSH
came to me and said, Will you help me
gather signatures to get this thing be-
fore the House? I've got to have two-
thirds of the Members sign this thing.
And I said, Sure, I will be glad to help
you. He immediately handed me a long
list of people. And this is not an easy
thing to get done in the House of Rep-
resentatives, to get 290 Members to
sign to bring something forward.

However, the object of this gold
medal, Dr. Yunus, is clearly somebody
who it’s worth working for. He is a
marvelous symbol. I got to know him.
I have been out to Bangladesh. I have
been out in the villages. I have actu-
ally sat on the ground when the women
were paying their debts and deciding
who got how much money in the next
week, and watched the whole process
go on at the grassroots level. I also had
the opportunity to introduce him when
he came to Seattle to a RESULTS din-
ner, where there were about 500 people.

The impact of Dr. Yunus goes far be-
yond the Grameen Bank. Seattle has, 1
don’t know, probably 40 or 50 micro-
credit operations working worldwide
all through Central America and South
America and Africa, where this idea
that this man created was taken by
other people. And it works everywhere,
and anybody can do it.

What’s amazing about this is to
think about how one man, faced with
the poverty in the most densely popu-
lated country in the world, Bangladesh,
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could say to himself, you know, I think
I can change this. And then not only
did he think that; he went out and he
did it. And I think that’s really why a
gold medal for Dr. Yunus is such an im-
portant part for us to remember in the
Congress.

We often think that, you know, we’ve
got to give $100 million or $80 billion or
whatever. This man started with $27
and created something that has af-
fected millions and millions of people.

The last thing I want to say is that
it’s affected the lives of women.
Women in the world, their status clear-
ly is below that of men in most coun-
tries. But the access to credit for these
women of Bangladesh gave them the
ability to begin to develop a little busi-
ness, and accumulate a little capital,
and then to buy some school uniforms
for their children and pay their school
fees. Any country that educates their
women, begins to educate the children,
begins the development of a country.
And Dr. Yunus knew that, that if he
could give women a chance to have ac-
cess to credit—a lot of people laughed
at him—but a 97 percent payback rate
will match Citibank any day of the
week. And this is the work of a man
who had an idea and proved that if you
have an idea and you are willing to
work and believe in people, you can
make it work.

So it’s a great honor to have a
chance to say a few words about Mu-
hammad Yunus. He is a great man, and
a gold medal is little enough to give
him.

7 1830

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS).

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I want to thank the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. CARSON) for yielding time.
I also want to commend my good friend
Representative HOLT from New Jersey
and the Senator from my State, Sen-
ator DURBIN, for the work that they
have done in advancing this recogni-
tion and advancing this legislation. I
don’t think that there is any doubt in
anybody’s mind that Professor Yunus
is deserving of such an honor. But it’s
not really just about honoring Pro-
fessor Yunus. It’s really about advanc-
ing the concept that he created, micro-
lending, that not only has been a boon
to underdeveloped nations, some of the
millions of people who live in poverty
each and every day of their lives won-
dering how they’re going to be able to
etch their way out of it; but we also see
it in our country, in the United States
of America, where just today we in-
creased the limits on our microlending
program through the Small Business
Administration in the bill that we
passed earlier from $35,000 to $50,000.

I grew up in rural America, where if
an individual could gather a thousand

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

dollars, they could purchase them-
selves a load of vegetables, and rather
than just having a few to get rid of,
they really could get rid of quite a few.
There is a woman in the basement of
the building where my district office is
located. She operates a small belt-
making, jewelry-making shop. Five
thousand dollars was enough to get her
started and now she actually has a
thriving business where she earns a liv-
ing and employs two or three other
people. Not far from where I live is the
number one shoeshine shop in America.
As a matter of fact, it’s called Shine
King. It’s no bigger than just a little
opening. But the man who started it
actually started shining shoes with a
kit on the streets and now, of course,
he’s part owner of the bank around the
corner, he owns real estate, he is a
member of the Chamber of Commerce.
He provides training and work opportu-
nities for young boys. As a matter of
fact, the famed basketball player, Isiah
Thomas, used to shine shoes in his
shop.

And so microlending is actually the
beginning for millions of people. I join
with my colleagues in honoring Dr.
Yunus, again commend all of them for
advancing this legislation, look for-
ward to its passage but look more for-
ward to greater utilization of the
microlending concept as a part of the
American economy.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise in strong support of the Senate bill before
us today, which would award Dr. Muhammad
Yunus a gold medal for his exceptional work
in the field of micro-finance assistance to the
most impoverished people around the world.

As this measure notes, Dr. Yunus first test-
ed his belief thirty-four years ago that very
small-scale, low-interest loans to the “poorest
of the poor” could have a major and positive
impact on their lives.

He leant $27 of his own money to 42 crafts-
men and craftswomen in a small village in
Bangladesh.

He went on to establish the Grameen Bank,
which created a model for providing on a larg-
er-scale what we now commonly know as
micro-enterprise loans.

Today, it is estimated that such assist-
ance—which is low-cost, targeted to those
most in need, and expected to be repaid by its
recipients so that it can be used again and
again to help others—has positively impacted
the lives of over 150 million people around the
world.

Dr. Yunus has shown us that innovative
thinking such as this can result in major bene-
ficial changes for those around the world who
survive on less than one or two dollars a day
in income.

He has also shown that we don’t always
need to think in terms of huge amounts of as-
sistance—or expensive agencies and contrac-
tors—to carry out such important work.

In many cases, communities assisted by
micro-loans are asked to set up groups that
help to oversee and manage the loan pro-
grams, and they work not only to ensure re-
payment of the loans but also to give an im-
portant sense of community engagement in
the effort.
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Therefore, micro-loans help provide long-
term, sustainable change and are not just a
one-time deal with a disappearing impact.

We need more such low-cost innovations,
especially now that we all face a global eco-
nomic crisis and a growing budget crisis here
at home.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Yunus was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006 for his efforts
to promote micro-finance.

| believe that the Congress as well should
award a gold medal to Dr. Yunus.

| am pleased to be the lead co-sponsor,
with my colleague, Mr. HOLT, of the House
version of this bill, which today has the sup-
port of 297 cosponsors.

In closing, | want to again express my sup-
port for the passage of this bill, which would
honor not just Dr. Yunus, but also those who
work hard to find new, innovative and low-cost
ways to help those most in need.

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. CAR-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 846.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

BORDER PROTECTION
APPOINTMENT ACT

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill (H.R. 1517) to allow
certain U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection employees who serve under an
overseas limited appointment for at
least 2 years, and whose service is
rated fully successful or higher
throughout that time, to be converted
to a permanent appointment in the
competitive service.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act—

(1) the term ‘““‘Commissioner’’ means the Com-
missioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion;

(2) the term “‘U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion” means U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion of the Department of Homeland Security,

(3) the term ‘‘competitive service’ has the
meaning given such term by section 2102 of title
5, United States Code; and

(4) the term ‘‘overseas limited appointment’
means an appointment under—

(A) subpart B of part 301 of title 5 of the Code
of Federal Regulations, as in effect on January
1, 2008; or

(B) any similar antecedent or succeeding au-
thority, as determined by the Commissioner.
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