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Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, on that 

I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL 
AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE LANGSTON GOLF 
COURSE 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 526) recognizing the 
70th anniversary of John Mercer 
Langston Golf Course, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 526 

Whereas the site for the historic Langston 
Golf Course was selected in 1929, following 
repeated demands from African-Americans 
who were excluded from all but one of the 
District’s public courses, the Lincoln Memo-
rial; 

Whereas construction did not begin until 
the mid 1930s, and in 1938, African-American 
women from the Wake Robin Golf Club 
pressed for desegregation of the District of 
Columbia’s public courses by drafting and in-
troducing a petition to Secretary of the Inte-
rior, Harold Ickes; 

Whereas the Langston Golf Course, offi-
cially opened in 1939, is the first and only 
course built by the United States Govern-
ment for segregated purposes, and was built 
because African-Americans were denied 
equal access to the city’s golf courses; 

Whereas the Langston Golf Course was 
named for John Mercer Langston, a re-
nowned Howard University educator, promi-
nent political figure, and the first African- 
American Congressman from Virginia, elect-
ed in 1888; 

Whereas the Langston Golf Course is listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places 
and has been the home course of both the 
Royal Golf Club and the Wake Robin Golf 
Club, respectively the Nation’s first clubs for 
African-American men and women; 

Whereas over its 70-year existence, the 
Langston Golf Course has attracted many fa-
mous African-American golfers, such as Lee 
Elder, Ted Rhodes, Calvin Peete, and Jim 
Thorpe, who all made regular and annual 
stops on the circuit of African-American pro-
fessionals when they were unable to play 
regularly on the then-racially restricted 
PGA Tour; 

Whereas other notable visitors to play golf 
there include heavyweight boxing champion 
Joe Louis, Hall of Fame baseball player 
Maury Wills, Washington Senators baseball 
player Chuck Hinton, Washington Redskins 
players Darrell Green and Brian Mitchell, 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton, 
Missouri Congressman Lacy Clay, South 
Carolina Congressman James Clyburn, Wis-
consin Senator Russ Feingold, actor and pro-
fessor Al Freeman, Jr., and the musical su-
perstars the O’Jays have all enjoyed the 
Langston course; 

Whereas in 2002, a partnership was formed 
with Howard University to open the Inter-
pretive Education Center, and this program 
was integrated into the Langston commu-
nity schools in 2003; 

Whereas for more than 15 years, three jun-
ior golf programs have made the Langston 

Golf Course their home, Masons Army, 
Langston Junior Boys and Girls, and the 
First Tee, DC; 

Whereas juniors from these programs are 
nationally and internationally known as The 
Jimmy Garvin All-Stars and are required to 
utilize the Education Center in order to 
learn golf and use the facilities; 

Whereas these programs operate year 
round offering educational and golf instruc-
tion; 

Whereas the Langston Golf Course is 
known as the home of the internationally re-
nowned Capital City Open Pro-Am Tour-
nament and the Jimmy Garvin Legacy 
Scholarship Classic; 

Whereas the Langston Golf Course, Rock 
Creek Golf Course, and East Potomac Golf 
Course are owned by the National Park Serv-
ice, and each has a long history of service to 
the general public as an integral part of the 
Nation’s capital, including services to local 
and regional residents, visitors, and tourists; 
and 

Whereas it is the policy of the National 
Park Service to maintain and upgrade its 
recreational sites: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the historical and cultural 
significance of the Langston Golf Course and 
its contributions to racial equality. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to add any extraneous ma-
terials. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LYNCH. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, on behalf of the 

Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I am pleased to present 
House Resolution 526 for consideration. 
This legislation recognizes the histor-
ical and cultural significance of the 
John Mercer Langston Golf Course as 
well as its contributions to achieving 
racial equality. 

Introduced by my colleague, Rep-
resentative Eleanor Holmes Norton of 
the District of Columbia, on June 10, 
2009, H. Res. 526 enjoys the support of 
50 Members of Congress. In addition, a 
Senate companion bill to this legisla-
tion, Senate Resolution 162, was intro-
duced by Senator Russ Feingold, and 
was subsequently passed by the United 
States Senate on May 21, 2009, by unan-
imous consent. 

Madam Speaker, over the course of 
its 70-year history, the John Mercer 
Langston Golf Course has stood as a 
symbol of the struggle for racial equal-
ity in the District of Columbia and 
across our Nation. In addition, the 
Langston Golf Course continues to 
serve as a regional hub for the pro-
motion of golf as a recreational and as 
a professional sport in the Greater 

Washington, D.C., area as well as being 
an invaluable community institution 
dedicated to providing greater edu-
cational opportunities to area resi-
dents. 

Located alongside the Anacostia 
River in northeast Washington, D.C., 
the Langston Golf Course was con-
structed in the mid-1930s in response to 
the exclusion of African Americans 
from all but one of the District’s public 
golf courses. Appropriately, the 
Langston Golf Course was named in 
honor of a renowned African American 
educator and political figure, John 
Mercer Langston, who founded and be-
came the first dean of the Howard Uni-
versity School of Law, the first presi-
dent of Virginia State University and, 
in 1888, the first African American Con-
gressman elected to represent the 
State of Virginia. 

From its official opening in 1939, the 
Langston Golf Course has served as the 
home course of the Royal Golf Club and 
the Wake Robin Golf Club—the Na-
tion’s first clubs for African American 
men and women. In addition, the 
Langston Golf Course has consistently 
attracted a variety of outstanding Afri-
can American golfers, including Ted 
Rhodes, Calvin Peete, Jim Thorpe, and 
Lee Elder, who, along with his wife, 
Rose, managed the course during the 
1970s. 

Moreover, as home of the widely 
known Capital City Open Golf Tour-
nament, the Langston Golf Course has 
attracted a variety of prominent Amer-
icans from the world of politics, sports, 
and entertainment, including President 
Gerald Ford, heavyweight boxing 
champion Joe Louis, and comedian Bob 
Hope. 

Today, the Langston Golf Course 
continues to serve the general public 
by offering year-round educational and 
golf instruction designed to promote 
the sport of golf as well as educational 
opportunities in the Washington, D.C., 
community. 

In 2002, the Langston Golf Course en-
tered into a partnership with Howard 
University to establish the Interpretive 
Educational Center, a learning facility 
that offers comprehensive child and 
adult educational programs as well as 
life skills workshops. Additionally, for 
over 15 years, the Langston Golf Course 
has served as the home course for three 
junior golf programs—the Masons 
Army, the Junior Boys and Girls, and 
the First Tee, D.C. Collectively, the 
program participants are known as the 
‘‘Jimmy Garvin All-Stars’’ in honor of 
Langston’s longtime general manager, 
community leader and member of the 
African American Golfers Hall of 
Fame, Jimmy Garvin. Notably, these 
juniors must utilize the Interpretive 
Education Center as a prerequisite to 
learning golf and to using the Langston 
facilities. 

Overall, the junior programs at 
Langston Golf Course include the par-
ticipation of over 200 local boys and 
girls. In addition to offering golf in-
struction, they focus on cultivating 
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principles of honesty and integrity as 
well as highlighting the interrelation-
ship between excellence on the golf 
course and excellence in the classroom. 

Notably, the Langston Golf Course is 
also home to the annual Jimmy Garvin 
Legacy Scholarship Tournament. Pro-
ceeds from the tournament are donated 
to Langston’s Interpretive Educational 
Center in furtherance of Langston’s 
mission of teaching the sport of golf to 
area youth while also developing them 
as higher learners. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of its 
historical and cultural significance, 
the Langston Golf Course was placed 
on the National Register of Historical 
Places in 1991. It is my hope that we 
can further honor this distinguished 
community institution through the 
passage of House Resolution 526. I urge 
my colleagues to join us in supporting 
House Resolution 526. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. FOXX. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of H. Res. 526, recognizing the his-
torical and cultural significance of the 
Langston Golf Course and its contribu-
tions to racial equality. 

Opening its doors in 1939, the 
Langston Golf Course has been both a 
meeting ground and a playground for 
thousands of African American golfers. 
During a time when African American 
golfers were prohibited from playing at 
most Washington, D.C., golf courses, 
unless it was caddie day, women from 
the Wake Robin Golf Club pressed for 
the desegregation of the District of Co-
lumbia’s public courses by drafting and 
introducing a petition on their behalf 
to the Secretary of the Interior under 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Named after 
the noted professor and first African 
American Congressman from Virginia, 
John Mercer Langston, the once nine- 
hole course was the first and only 
course built by the United States Gov-
ernment as a segregated ‘‘African 
Americans only’’ facility. Home to the 
Royal Golf Club and Wake Robin Golf 
Club, Langston was expanded into an 
18-hole course in 1955, and is listed in 
the National Register of Historical 
Places. 

This year, the golf course celebrates 
its 70th anniversary. Over the years, 
the venue has attracted many famous 
African American golfers, including 
Lee Elder, who once had a contract to 
manage the facility; Ted Rhodes, con-
sidered one of the greatest African 
American players in the 1940s and 1950s; 
and Calvin Peete. 

The course, which today counts 
about 25,000 rounds played a year, has 
recently drawn a diverse group of de-
voted players of all ages, genders, and 
races to its challenging 6,500-yard, par- 
72 layout. Thousands of these players 
are children from all races and eco-
nomic backgrounds from surrounding 
neighborhoods who have found a safe 
haven for pursuing education and for 
learning life lessons from the game of 
golf. For more than 15 years, three jun-

ior golf programs have made Langston 
their home—Masons Army, Langston 
Junior Boys and Girls, and the First 
Tee, D.C. The Langston Golf Course is 
also known as the home of the inter-
nationally renowned Capital City Open 
Pro-Am Tournament and as the Jimmy 
Garvin Legacy Scholarship Tour-
nament. 

Owned by the National Park Service, 
the Langston Golf Course has a long 
history of accessibility to all, and 
today, we recognize this historical fa-
cility which for 70 years has been pa-
tronized year-round by the famous as 
well as by young people, by regional 
residents, and by tourists alike. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, at this 

time, I yield 5 minutes to the lead 
sponsor of this resolution, the very ca-
pable Representative from the District 
of Columbia, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON. 

Ms. NORTON. I thank the chairman 
for his courtesy and generosity and for 
his help in perfecting this resolution. I 
thank the gentlewoman on the other 
side as well. I thank them both for the 
excellent history of Langston they 
have offered this morning, up to and 
including its present-day facilities, not 
only to serve golfers but to serve the 
children of the District of Columbia. 

Madam Speaker, I will endeavor not 
to repeat what they have said but will 
only indicate why I have brought the 
bill forward at this time and especially 
during this month, Black History 
Month, when I know Members look for 
reasons in history, particularly in liv-
ing history, to celebrate African Amer-
ican contributions to American life. 

So why do I choose a golf course—I 
who do not know an iron from a tee? I 
choose a golf course because I am in 
such great admiration of this golf 
course, which has served the people of 
the District of Columbia for now over 
70 years and which was started even be-
fore I was born, when young women, 
apparently not the male golfers who 
predominated then and predominate 
now, insisted that there had to be 
somewhere for African Americans to 
play golf. 

What Members may not recognize is 
that the District of Columbia was a le-
gally segregated city. It was segregated 
by the Congress of the United States. 
Brown v. Board of Education was 
brought by five jurisdictions. One of 
them was the District of Columbia. It 
was one of the Brown cases. Every part 
of this city was segregated except the 
buses. When these women found that 
they could not play on the public golf 
courses here, they petitioned the Sec-
retary of the Interior, Harold Ickes, for 
the right to play golf like everyone 
else. 

b 1445 

The Federal Government did some-
thing that it has never done before and 
has never done since. It started a seg-
regated golf course. The Federal Gov-
ernment had not done that before. It 
didn’t buy in to Jim Crow, For this was 

long after the Civil War. But in order 
to have a golf course in a segregated 
city, you had to have a black golf 
course, so that is what we got. This 
golf course became nationally known 
because many celebrities came to 
Washington and it was the golf course 
that black celebrities had to play on 
from Joe Lewis to Members of Congress 
who today are frequent players at the 
Langston the golf course. 

This golf course is one of the great 
undervalued properties in the District 
of Columbia. It has gotten great inter-
est from people who want to remake 
golf courses. Because of its historic sig-
nificance, they see it as a real prize. 

My hat is off to Jimmy Garvin, 
whom you have mentioned in your re-
marks, both of you have mentioned in 
your remarks, because what Jimmy 
Garvin has done is to build up a golf 
course which was built on a trash 
dump. I don’t think that’s so bad 
today. We want to build more on tire 
dumps so that we can make greater use 
of what we are throwing away. But it 
certainly indicated where this golf 
course came then, and, of course, it is 
not in the best condition today. 

I have also introduced the Golf 
Course Preservation and Modernization 
Act of 2009, and long ago I recognized 
that the Federal Government and Na-
tional Park Service were not in a posi-
tion to make this into a class A golf 
course, but along with the East Poto-
mac Park and Rock Creek Golf 
Course—imagine a city with three golf 
courses—my bill would indeed form a 
public/private partnership so that the 
money would essentially come from 
the private sector. 

If we look at Black History Month as 
a way to celebrate not only where 
black people have been but where they 
are, it’s important to understand the 
institutions that they revered and that 
they preserved and still preserve be-
cause those institutions, for example, 
as we now see black golfers now regu-
larly on golf courses, had they not been 
present, then of course there would 
have been no way for black people to 
play golf at all. So we were grateful 
even for a segregated golf course. 
Black people in the District of Colum-
bia indeed were very grateful that Har-
old Ickes, in fact, answered the peti-
tion with a golf course. And today, 
close to 71 years later, we should, I 
think, pay tribute not only to the fact 
that if that was the only way to do it, 
that’s what the Federal Government 
did, but we’ve now come to a time in 
this city when every facility is open to 
everyone. 

We cherish this golf course for its 
great history and particularly those 
who keep that history alive like 
Jimmy Garvin and the Langston Golf 
Course. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I urge 
all Members to support H. Res. 526, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I just 
want to ask all of our colleagues to 
join with the lead sponsor of this reso-
lution, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON. And I 
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must confess that I have had the oppor-
tunity to travel out to—Langston is 
about 10 minutes from my house, so I 
have been out there. I’ve seen the 
youth programs that they have had. 
Absolutely fantastic. Jim Garvin does 
a wonderful job there as the 
groundskeeper and general manager, 
the crew there. You can tell the way 
the people there who run and maintain 
that golf course, they understand the 
history. They understand the impor-
tance of the Langston Golf Course from 
when it was home to the Negro Golf 
League during the days of segregation, 
and they understand going forward 
what a treasure it really is. So I am 
particularly happy to call on our Mem-
bers to support House Resolution 526. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to support H. Res. 526, a resolu-
tion to recognize the 70th anniversary of John 
Mercer Langston Golf Course. This bill was in-
troduced by Representative NORTON of D.C., 
and I am a proud co-sponsor of this legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support this im-
portant resolution. 

As a result of segregation during the early 
20th century, African-American golfers were 
unable to enjoy a round of golf at public 
courses within the District of Columbia. As a 
result, the John Mercer Langston Golf Course 
was built in 1939 as a golf course that African- 
Americans could call their own. 

The course was named for John Mercer 
Langston who, in 1855, became the first Afri-
can-American elected to public office. He was 
the founder and first dean of Howard Univer-
sity’s Law Department, now the Howard Uni-
versity School of Law. He was the first presi-
dent of Virginia State University, and the first 
African-American congressman elected from 
Virginia. The golf course was originally built 
with only nine holes; however, today it is a full 
18-hole golf course. The unique history of this 
golf course was recognized in 1991, when the 
first nine holes were placed on the National 
Register tor Historic Places. 

The John Mercer Langston Golf Course is 
the home course to the Royal Golf Club and 
the Wake Robin Golf Club, the Nation’s first 
golf clubs for African-American men and 
women. Today, there are plans underway to 
upgrade the course to championship quality 
and to include a museum and a new club-
house. 

Over its 70-year existence, the Langston 
Golf Course has attracted many famous Afri-
can-American golfers, such as Lee Elder, Cal-
vin Peete, and Jim Thorpe, who all made reg-
ular stops when they were unable to play reg-
ularly on the racially restricted PGA Tour. The 
John Mercer Langston Golf Course is also 
home to the Capital City Open, a renowned 
event that has attracted participants such as 
Bob Hope, former president Gerald Ford, and 
Joe Louis. As a result of the long history of 
the John Mercer Langston Golf Course, it will 
forever be associated with the development 
and desegregation of public golfing and rec-
reational facilities in the Nation’s capital. 

Since its construction in 1939, the John 
Mercer Langston Golf Course became a bea-
con for desegregation in recreational facilities. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in support of 
this resolution, and recognize the 70th anni-
versary of this historic golf course. 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 526, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘Recognizing 
the historical and cultural significance 
of the Langston Golf Course and its 
contributions to racial equality.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH AND 
NATIONAL WEAR RED DAY 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1039) supporting the 
goals and ideals of American Heart 
Month and National Wear Red Day. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1039 

Whereas heart disease affects adult men 
and women of every age and race in the 
United States; 

Whereas heart disease continues to be the 
leading cause of death in the United States; 

Whereas an estimated 81,000,000 adult 
Americans, more than one in every 3, have 
one or more types of heart disease, including 
high blood pressure, coronary heart disease, 
congestive heart failure, stroke, and con-
genital heart defects; 

Whereas extensive clinical and statistical 
studies have identified major and contrib-
uting factors that increase the risk of heart 
disease; 

Whereas these studies have identified the 
following as major risk factors that cannot 
be changed: Age (the risk of developing heart 
disease gradually increases as people age; ad-
vanced age significantly increases the risk), 
gender (men have greater risk of developing 
heart disease than women), and heredity 
(children of parents with heart disease are 
more likely to develop it themselves; Afri-
can-Americans have more severe high blood 
pressure than Caucasians and therefore are 
at higher risk; the risk is also higher among 
Latina Americans, some Asian Americans, 
and Native Americans and other indigenous 
populations); 

Whereas these studies have identified the 
following as major risk factors that Ameri-
cans can modify, treat, or control by chang-
ing their lifestyle or seeking appropriate 
medical treatment: High blood pressure, high 
blood cholesterol, smoking tobacco products 
and exposure to tobacco smoke, physical in-
activity, obesity, and diabetes mellitus; 

Whereas these studies have identified the 
following as contributing risk factors that 
Americans can also take action to modify, 
treat or control by changing their lifestyle 
or seeking appropriate medical treatment: 
Individual response to stress, excessive con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages, use of cer-
tain illegal drugs, and hormone replacement 
therapy; 

Whereas more than 106,000,000 adult Ameri-
cans have high blood pressure; 

Whereas more than 37,000,000 Americans 
have cholesterol levels of 240 mg/dL or high-
er, the level at which it becomes a major 
risk factor; 

Whereas an estimated 46,000,000 Americans 
put themselves at risk for heart disease 
every day by smoking cigarettes; 

Whereas data released by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention shows that 
more than 65 percent of American adults do 
not get enough physical activity, and more 
than 39 percent are not physically active at 
all; 

Whereas 66 percent of adult Americans are 
overweight or obese; 

Whereas 24 million adult Americans have 
diabetes and 65 percent of those so afflicted 
will die of some form of heart disease; 

Whereas the American Heart Association 
projects that in 2010 1,200,000 Americans will 
have a first or recurrent heart attack and 
452,000 of these people will die as a result; 

Whereas in 2010 approximately 800,000 
Americans will suffer a new or recurrent 
stroke and 160,000 of these people will die as 
a result; 

Whereas advances in medical research have 
significantly improved our capacity to fight 
heart disease by providing greater knowledge 
about its causes, innovative diagnostic tools 
to detect the disease, and new and improved 
treatments that help people survive and re-
cover from this disease; 

Whereas Congress by Joint Resolution ap-
proved on December 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 843; 36 
U.S.C. 101), has requested that the President 
issue an annual proclamation designating 
February as ‘‘American Heart Month’’; 

Whereas the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute of the National Institutes of 
Health, the American Heart Association, and 
many other organizations celebrate ‘‘Na-
tional Wear Red Day’’ during February by 
‘‘going red’’ to increase awareness about 
heart disease as the leading killer of women; 
and 

Whereas every year since 1964 the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating 
the month February as ‘‘American Heart 
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of Amer-
ican Heart Month and National Wear Red 
Day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to add any extraneous ma-
terial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, on behalf of the 

Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I present House Resolu-
tion 1039 for consideration. This legis-
lation expresses our support for the 
goals and ideals of American Heart 
Month and National Wear Red Day. 

Introduced by my colleague Rep-
resentative Christopher Lee of New 
York on January 26, 2010, House Reso-
lution 1039 enjoys the support of over 50 
Members of Congress. In addition, to-
day’s floor consideration allows Mem-
bers of this body an added opportunity 
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