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million of Federal-aid highway contract author-
ity that is currently available for 309 Member-
designated projects included in four prior sur-
face transportation authorization bills. It takes
this $713 million off the table so that it cannot
be used to increase spending in the future.
Any savings from this bill will be used to re-
duce the deficit.

Specifically, the bill:

Rescinds all remaining highway earmarks
designated in the Surface Transportation and
Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1987
(STURAA) (P.L. 100-17): $4.55 million for 2
projects;

Rescinds all remaining highway earmarks
designated in the Intermodal Surface Trans-
portation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) (P.L.
102—240): $263.543 million for 154 projects;

Rescinds all highway projects designated in
the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Cen-
tury (TEA 21) (P.L. 105-178) that have not
obligated at least 10 percent of the funds au-
thorized for the project: $441.475 million for
152 projects; and

Rescinds all High Priority Project program
funds authorized by the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) (P.L. 109-
59) that were not designated for use on a spe-
cific project: $8.190 million for 1 project.

In addition, the bill establishes a process for
tracking unspent project funds going forward,
enabling Congress to identify projects that
have inactive funds or that have been com-
pleted in the previous year.

Member-designated projects play an impor-
tant role in the Federal-aid highway program.
They provide constituents with a chance to
weigh in directly with their elected officials on
their community priorities, and allow Members
an opportunity to support transportation safety
and mobility improvements that may be over-
looked by the State Department of Transpor-
tation.

Yet, it is also necessary to use a common-
sense approach to dealing with projects that
are complete or no longer viable. Many of the
funds rescinded under this bill are from
projects that are complete, but have excess
remaining funds that cannot be used now that
the project is finished. There is no reason for
these remaining funds to stay on the books.

Other projects affected are those that show
no likelihood of going forward, due to chang-
ing community priorities or other transportation
needs. Rescinding funds from projects that are
no longer viable is a practical approach to
saving taxpayers’ dollars.

Rescinding this $713 million now prevents it
from being used to increase spending in the
future.

It has, unfortunately, become somewhat
routine for appropriations bills to rescind con-
tract authority to offset other spending. Such
rescissions are included in appropriations acts
because they are useful in offsetting other
spending. Even if a contract authority rescis-
sion is “scored” as only reducing budget au-
thority, not outlays, a budget authority offset is
often all that is needed to facilitate additional
spending in an appropriations bill.

In fact, the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee has proposed to use a portion of the
funds rescinded in this bill to offset spending
in its version of the FY 2011 Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development appropria-
tions bill.

To the extent that this bill takes $713 million
off the table and makes that amount unavail-
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able for rescission, or use, by some future ap-
propriations bill, it will indeed result in “real”
savings.

The gentlewoman’s bill is in line with the
High Priority Project reform principles issued
by the bipartisan leadership of the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure in April
2009, which established an unprecedented
level of transparency, accountability, and re-
form for surface transportation projects going
forward.

These principles called for the repeal of
funds from older projects that have not spent
out. The gentlewoman’s bill is an effective and
thoughtful means of achieving this policy ob-
jective and will save the government money
by eliminating unnecessary project designa-
tions.

H.R. 5730 is one step in a continuing effort
to find savings within programs under the ju-
risdiction of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure. Other steps are also being
taken. Last week, the House passed H.R.
5604, the “Surface Transportation Savings Act
of 2010”, introduced by the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. PERRIELLO), which rescinds $107
million in highway safety and transit contract
authority.

| applaud the gentlewoman from Colorado
(Ms. MARKEY) for her initiative in bringing this
measure forward and her commitment to
sound fiscal policy.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5730.

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | made
an error in how | voted on rollcall 471, pas-
sage of H.R. 5730, the Surface Transportation
Earmark Rescission, Savings, and Account-
ability Act.

| intended to vote against this legislation
and | would like to make the record clear as
to why. For 50 years, my community in Buffalo
and Western New York has long struggled
with the vestiges of economic decline. The
public has also been denied proper access to
Buffalo’s waterfront. This bill would rescind
funding that would directly improve public ac-
cess to the waterfront and support our com-
munity’s economic revitalization. Providing
public access to the waterfront has been my
top goal throughout my career as a public
servant.

While | understand the frustration with
project funding that was long ago authorized,
yet remains unspent, and the need to focus on
deficit reduction, | will continue to insist that
the agencies responsible for the deployment
of these funds advance these initiatives with-
out further delay. It is for this very reason that
| opposed and intended to vote against this
bill.

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
MARKEY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5730.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
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Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

CONGRATULATING COAST GUARD
ACADEMY ON 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 258)
congratulating the Commandant of the
Coast Guard and the Superintendent of
the Coast Guard Academy and its staff
for 100 years of operation of the Coast
Guard Academy in New London, Con-
necticut, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 258

Whereas the School of Instruction to the
U.S. Revenue Cutter Academy was estab-
lished at Fort Trumbull in New London, Con-
necticut, in 1910, which later became known
as the Coast Guard Academy after the con-
solidation of the Life Saving Service and the
Revenue Cutter Service in 1915;

Whereas the Coast Guard Academy moved
to its present location along the banks of the
Thames River in 1932;

Whereas in 1946, the former German Navy
training vessel HORST WESSEL was ac-
quired by the United States for use by the
Coast Guard and renamed EAGLE, which
today travels around the world each year;

Whereas for 100 years, the Coast Guard
Academy has called New London, Con-
necticut, home, where it has trained and
shaped the leadership of the Coast Guard;

Whereas today, the Coast Guard Academy
is a highly competitive educational institu-
tion that attracts driven, committed leaders
who go on to serve our Nation in the many
diverse roles played by our Coast Guard;

Whereas the rigorous academic program of
the Coast Guard Academy provides a holistic
education that includes academics, physical
fitness, character, and leadership, and that
trains cadets in the multiple roles of the
Coast Guard’s multimission responsibilities;

Whereas the Coast Guard Academy is an
integral part of the southeastern Con-
necticut community and its cadets partici-
pate in many community service projects
throughout the region, working with school
systems and serving as mentors for children;

Whereas the Coast Guard Academy is a
vital link to the maritime legacy of Con-
necticut and our Nation, and an important
part of our Nation’s defense; and

Whereas in 2010, in honor of its 100th year
in New London, Connecticut, the Coast
Guard Academy will open its gates to the
public for events highlighting this mile-
stone, including concerts, art exhibits, an
open house, and other events to allow Ameri-
cans to learn more about this unique edu-
cational institution: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates the Commandant of the
Coast Guard and the Superintendent of the
Coast Guard Academy and its staff for 100
years of operation of the Coast Guard Acad-
emy in New London, Connecticut;

(2) honors the many men and women who
have graduated from the Coast Guard Acad-
emy and served on behalf of our Nation over
the last 100 years; and

(3) encourages all Americans to learn more
about the Coast Guard Academy, its mission,
and its long history of training the men and
women of the Coast Guard.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Con. Res. 258.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H. Con. Res. 258, authored by Con-
gressman COURTNEY, celebrates the
100th anniversary of the Coast Guard
Academy in New London, Connecticut,
and honors the many men and women
who have graduated from the Academy
and served our Nation with distinction
over the past 100 years.

On September 15, 1910, what is today
the Coast Guard Academy was estab-
lished as the School of Instruction to
the U.S. Revenue Cutter Academy at
Fort Trumbull in New London. After
the former Life Saving Service and the
Revenue Cutter Service were merged in
1915 to form the modern U.S. Coast
Guard, the school in New London for-
mally became the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy. In the 1930s, the Academy
was moved to its present location on
the Thames River in a new facility
built specifically to house it.

Today, the Coast Guard Academy
combines instruction in academic sub-
jects, physical fitness, and character
and leadership development to create
the holistic education that prepares
the future officers of the United States
Coast Guard to manage all of the Coast
Guard’s mission areas, including search
and rescue, marine safety, homeland
security and maritime domain aware-
ness, and oil spill response.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate the
Academy’s 100th anniversary, I also
note that on June 28 the Academy’s
Class of 2014 was inducted: 199 male and
90 female cadets were sworn into the
class. I am also proud to report that
nearly 24 percent of this incoming class
is composed of minorities, including 35
Hispanic Americans, 15 African Ameri-
cans, and 13 Asian Americans. By com-
parison, the Class of 2013, which was in-
ducted in 2009, was comprised of only
15.5 percent minorities, and previous
classes have been even less diverse.

During my tenure as chairman of the
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and
Maritime Transportation, I have held
four hearings in the subcommittee spe-
cifically to examine diversity in the
Coast Guard, and particularly the de-
cline in diversity at the Academy. Over
the past year, the Academy has imple-
mented new outreach initiatives in di-
verse communities that have enabled
the Coast Guard to reach students who
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are qualified to attend the Academy
and eager to serve our great Nation,
but who have likely been unaware that
the Coast Guard Academy even existed.
These efforts are helping to ensure that
the Coast Guard Academy is no longer
our ‘‘best kept secret in higher edu-
cation.”
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The Coast Guard Academy’s diligent
recruitment efforts have yielded great
results, and this success reflects the
commitment of the entire service to
extend diversity at all levels. I com-
mend Admiral Allen, the former com-
mandant, as well as Admiral Papp, who
was recently appointed as the com-
mandant, as well as the Academy’s
leadership, including Superintendent
Burhoe, for this achievement.

That said, the next step must be put-
ting in place the measures that will
sustain this level of diversity and ex-
pand it in coming years so that the
Academy and the Coast Guard’s offi-
cers corps fully reflect the diversity of
America.

With that, I commend Congressman
COURTNEY and I certainly thank my
ranking member, Mr. LOBIONDO. I urge
all Members to vote for this wonderful
resolution.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 258,
which congratulates the super-

intendent and staff of the United
States Coast Guard Academy, as well
as the commandant of the Coast Guard,
on the 100 years of operation of the
United States Coast Guard Academy.

Established in 1910 as the instruc-
tional school to the U.S. Revenue Cut-
ter Academy and since being renamed
and relocated to its present location on
the banks of the Thames River in New
London, Connecticut, the TUnited
States Coast Guard Academy has, for
the last 100 years, upheld the highest
reputation in molding young men and
women into officers that form the
backbone of leadership in the United
States Coast Guard.

Many years ago, in fact, shortly after
graduating from the University of Ten-
nessee, I took a tour with a friend of
mine up to new England and one of the
things we did was tour the United
States Coast Guard Academy. In more
recent years, I have gone many times
to various Coast Guard installations
around the United States and have
seen the work of the Coast Guard and
seen demonstrations that they have
performed, and I have great admiration
and respect for all of the men and
women in the United States Coast
Guard.

Often sort of an ignored or forgotten
branch of our military service, I think
in more recent years the Coast Guard
has come into its own and more and
more people recognize the great impor-
tance of the mission being performed
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by these outstanding men and women.
The quality of character and leadership
traits displayed by graduates of the
United States Coast Guard Academy
reflect on the exemplary job that the
staff and faculty have been doing for
the last 100 years and this resolution is
at least small, a small way of recog-
nizing all persons affiliated with the
Coast Guard Academy for a job well
done.

I encourage all Members to support
this resolution, and I thank my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
and especially the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for intro-
ducing it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY), the sponsor of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. COURTNEY. I want to, first of
all, thank Chairman CUMMINGS and the
ranking member for their help in mov-
ing this resolution forward.

I particularly want to say thank you
to Mr. CUMMINGS, who is clearly some-
one who doesn’t come from Con-
necticut but someone who, because of
the mission and the duties of his chair-
manship, has taken an extraordinary
interest in the Coast Guard Academy.
He has been up to the academy and ad-
dressed the student body in an event
that was widely covered by the media,
and I know Superintendent Burhoe and
others really appreciate the strong in-
terest that he has in the academy, and
I want to thank Mr. DUNCAN for his
kind words as well.

We are very proud of the Coast Guard
Academy in Connecticut. All you have
to do is turn on the TV these days and
you can see Admiral Thad Allen, the
national incident commander at the
Gulf of Mexico, showing extraordinary
leadership skills, talent, both in terms
of science and organization to get the
best efforts to clean up the gulf.

The new commandant of the Coast
Guard service, Admiral Papp, is a grad-
uate of the Coast Guard Academy, as is
Admiral Allen; and it is clear that the
academy has done just an outstanding
job in terms of giving the graduates
there the skills that they need in terms
of science, math, maritime sciences,
but as well just the leadership skills to
make sure that this critical military
branch gets the finest folks carrying
out its mission every single day,
whether it’s interceding drug runners
coming into the U.S. or, again, leading
the efforts down in the Gulf of Mexico
to clean up the spill.

Chairman CUMMINGS described very
eloquently the history of the Coast
Guard Academy, the merger which
took place in the 1930s, and its present
home in New London on the Thames
River. I was driving by a couple of days
ago and saw the first-year cadets out
there sweating in 100-degree heat doing
calisthenics. They are also out there on
the Thames River learning sailing
skills.
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The Eagle, which is the tall ship our
country is proud to display both at
coastal cities up and down the east and
west coast but also in other parts of
the world, is a training facility for
Coast Guard cadets. Again, every sin-
gle graduate over the last several dec-
ades has had the experience of working
on the Eagle which, again, is a proud
symbol of our country and its great
maritime mission and also it’s great
maritime future.

What I would just say is lastly,
again, partly because of Chairman
CUMMINGS’ interest, you have seen, I
think, recently an effort by the Coast
Guard Academy to get much more in-
volved in the community of the city of
New London. It is a distressed city and
has many challenges, but we now have
Coast Guard cadets who are out there
helping in terms of the school system,
out there helping in terms of cleanups
and environmental efforts in the city,
providing entertainment with the great
Coast Guard band at different local
events throughout the city. Again, we
are very proud of the fact that they are
a very involved neighbor in the city of
New London in southeastern Con-
necticut.

Lastly, I would just say that the U.S.
News and World Report, with its an-
nual college survey, demonstrated the
success of the Coast Guard Academy
with its ranking of the Coast Guard
Academy in the top 10 as far as small
4-year colleges. Any effort to widen the
circle of young people—some may be
listening here in the Chamber today, to
learn about the Coast Guard Acad-
emy—it’s free, but it’s also the highest
of quality in terms of the educational
program that it provides. And, as I said
earlier, it provides great leadership in
terms of a great homeland security
function that we need at so many dif-
ferent levels.

So I want to thank again Chairman
CUMMINGS and Mr. DUNCAN for their
support for this academy. I think it’s
an academy that deserves a bit of a
spotlight today in terms of the great
work that it’s doing.

I urge all Members to support this
measure.

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the ranking member of the full com-
mittee, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MICA).

Mr. MICA. I thank our distinguished
ranking member, Mr. DUNCAN, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee, for yielding. I
am pleased to join with the chairman
of the Coast Guard Subcommittee,
whom I have had the opportunity to
work with in a number of capacities.

In support of this resolution, I am
pleased to be a cosponsor.

The Coast Guard Academy, not a lot
of folks know a lot about it. Everyone
has heard of West Point, the Air Force
Academy out in Colorado Springs. Ev-
eryone has heard of Annapolis and the
U.S. Naval Academy close by here.

I highly recommend to Members who
have not had the opportunity to visit,
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to visit the Coast Guard Academy, one
of our finest military service acad-
emies, unsung heroes. It has over 50,000
men and women in service and many of
the leaders come from the Coast Guard
Academy.

One of the neat things I have to do as
a ranking member of the full com-
mittee, Mr. OBERSTAR, the chairman,
and myself get to serve on the Board of
Visitors, as do some other Members
from Congress; and you get to see first-
hand the operations of the TUnited
States Coast Guard Academy.

I have been there and had the oppor-
tunity to meet with their leaders. They
are very fortunate to have Admiral
Scott Burhoe, who is doing an out-
standing job of providing leadership
and direction and commitment that
the Coast Guard has always had to the
young men and women who attend and
graduate there.

The motto of the Coast Guard is
Semper Paratus, and that’s ‘‘Always
Ready,” and that’s the mission of the
Coast Guard Academy, to make those
young leaders always ready. They are
our first line of defense nationally, the
United States Coast Guard.

We call on them, whether it’s for
safety or national security.
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These are some of the most fantastic
graduates, young men and women of
this academy, and everyone who wears
the label of being part of the Coast
Guard. They don’t whine. They don’t
whimper. They never come here asking
for more compensation, more rights,
more employee benefits. They get their
mission assigned and they do their job.
They are incredible. They are under-
paid and overworked, but they are al-
ways ready when the Nation needs
them.

I am pleased again to join others in
recognizing the leadership of Thad
Allen. We saw, when we had the spill in
the gulf, who was responsible as the
first responder from the Federal level—
the United States Coast Guard.

I was dismayed when the Obama ad-
ministration proposed its budget ear-
lier this year before this spill and rec-
ommended cutting 1,100 Coast Guard
positions, cutting back ships, heli-
copters, airplanes, and other assets
that are so essential for the Coast
Guard to carry out its mission. We give
our men and women in the military,
whether it’s Coast Guard or any other
service, the resources to do the job, and
then we commit them to complete that
job and they get it done.

So I am also pleased that both sides
of the aisle stepped up when those cuts
were proposed and they did not accept
that recommendation, and those cuts
are not going to take place because of
bipartisan support on both sides of the
aisle.

So, again, we are here to recognize
the accomplishments not only of Thad
Allen, but our new Admiral, the head
of the Coast Guard, Bob Papp, an in-
credible gentleman.
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How blessed we’ve been to have peo-
ple like Thad Allen who, I think way
back when I became a ranking member,
was dealt probably every difficult situ-
ation, starting off with unrest in Cuba
and problems with Guantanamo, pre-
paring for any possible mass migration,
through the Deepwater controversy,
things he had nothing to do with but
inherited those challenges and stepped
up to the plate every single time. And
then as he’s about to retire, as he’s
about to exit his command and Bob
Papp take over, he was dealt the cards
of the oil spill and stepped right into
that, and he has provided leadership.
We haven’t provided all the direction,
resources, or assets that we should to
deal with that, nor the administration,
but Thad Allen and others have been
there.

And Scott Burhoe continues to lead a
great academy we can all be proud of.

So I join my colleagues in recog-
nizing 100 years of service to our Na-
tion, the United States Coast Guard
Academy.

Mr. CUMMINGS. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I want to thank the ranking member
of our full committee, Mr. MICA, and
Mr. DUNCAN. Both of them made some
very good points that I would just like
to elaborate on a little bit.

I call our Coast Guard our thin blue
line at sea, and I think when we saw
the oil spill situation, we realized that
they are indeed our coast guard, they
are guarding our coast.

And Mr. MICcA was absolutely right. I
think that sometimes those that are
performing some of the most important
tasks are occasionally unseen, unno-
ticed, unappreciated and unapplauded,
in the words of a Greek theologian, but
they do the most important things.
And this is a wake-up call, I think, to
our Nation, when we see something
like our oil spill, of how important the
Coast Guard Academy is in training
young folks to go out there and be
leaders. But it is also a lesson to our
Nation to give the United States Coast
Guard the priority status that it gives
the other armed service entities. It is
very, very important.

I know that as I travel around the
country, every time I go into a port
where the Coast Guard is stationed, I
try to spend some time with them to
let them know what a grateful Nation
we are for what they do every day. But
one of the things, Madam Speaker,
that has always impressed me in a lot
of the ceremonies that I've gone to
where they were giving medals is how
these men and women put their lives
on the line and put their lives before
others to save lives. I'’ve heard stories
of 20-foot seawalls where they were
able to save people, and again, putting
their life on the line, and then all the
other things they do.

I've often said that, since 9/11, their
responsibilities have increased tremen-
dously. And Mr. MIcA is absolutely
right, it is important that this Con-
gress support the Coast Guard to the
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Nth degree. It must be and has been a
bipartisan effort to make sure they get
the funding that they need, and we will
continue to do that.

So I, too, congratulate Thad Allen—
Admiral Allen—and now Admiral Papp
for all that they have done. When we
look at Katrina, the agency that per-
formed, without a doubt, the best was
the United States Coast Guard, saving
over 35,000 people, many of whom
would have been dead today.

And so I take this moment not only
to salute 100 years of the academy, but
like my colleagues, to salute a great
organization, one that is very small
but has a big heart.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I will
join with Ranking Member MICA and
Chairman CUMMINGS in their com-
mendations, particularly of Admiral
Allen, for whom all of us have such
great respect, and say once again con-
gratulations on this 100th anniversary
to the United States Coast Guard
Academy.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 258.
| thank the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY) for his work on this legislation.

H. Con. Res. 258 congratulates the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard, the Super-
intendent of the United States Coast Guard
Academy, and the Academy’s staff on the
Academy’s 100th year of operation in New
London, Connecticut.

In 1910, the School of Instruction to the
Revenue Cutter Service relocated from Curtis
Bay, Maryland to New London at Fort Trum-
bull. The school became known as the Coast
Guard Academy when the Life Saving Service
and the Revenue Cutter Service were consoli-
dated in 1915. In 1932, the Academy moved
to its present location in New London, Con-
necticut, on the West Bank of the Thames
River.

The Coast Guard Academy is the single ac-
cession point for all Coast Guard officers and
home to the Coast Guard’s Leadership Devel-
opment Center, which touches virtually every
aspect of the service through a host of training
programs, including Officer Candidate School.
Furthermore, the Coast Guard Academy is a
highly competitive educational institution that
provides a holistic education that includes aca-
demics, physical fitness, and leadership train-
ing as the Academy prepares its cadets for
the Coast Guard’s many diverse missions.

In addition to congratulating the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard and the Super-
intendent of the Coast Guard Academy and its
staff for 100 years of operation of the Coast
Guard Academy in New London, H. Con. Res.
258 honors the many men and women who
have graduated from the Academy and en-
courages all Americans to learn more about
the Academy, its missions, and its long his-
tory.

As we celebrate this important anniversary,
| also note that on June 28, 2010, the Coast
Guard Academy inducted the Class of 2014,
which is one of the most diverse in school his-
tory. Of the 290 students who started this
summer, 68 students—or 23 percent—are mi-
norities. This is the second-highest percentage
in the school’'s history and higher than the
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Class of 2013, which consists of 15 percent
minority students.

| urge my colleagues to join me in agreeing
to H. Con. Res. 258.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, it is with great pleasure that | rise
today to congratulate the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy for its 100 years of operation in New
London, Connecticut.

The Academy is one of our Nation’s premier
institutions of higher learning that attracts the
best and brightest students who go on to
serve our country with honor and distinction.

The Academy’s excellent curriculum and
small class sizes provide cadets with the train-
ing and character development skills that are
necessary for our Nation’s leaders of tomor-
row. Academy graduates are members of an
elite group who have pursued diverse civilian
career paths in engineering, government, edu-
cation and even space exploration. With over
85 percent of graduates choosing to serve be-
yond their five-year commitment, the Acad-
emy’s graduates play an important part in ful-
filling the Coast Guard’s mission responsibil-
ities related to homeland security. In the cur-
rent threat environment, it is essential that the
Academy continues to offer a rigorous aca-
demic program that produces diverse leaders
who are highly trained to keep America safe
and secure. One way to achieve greater diver-
sity—especially geographical diversity—in the
next hundred years is by adopting the con-
gressional nomination processes that have
served other U.S. military academies so well
over the years.

Again, | congratulate the leadership within
the Coast Guard and the Academy for all of
their accomplishments as they celebrate this
important milestone.

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker,
again I urge the Members to support
this legislation. I think it’s very im-
portant that we pause to recognize
these wonderful, strong, courageous,
and patriotic citizens of our Nation
who, again, are our thin blue line at
sea.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MARKEY of Colorado). The question is
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 258.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

COMMENDING AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROLLERS

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1401) expressing
gratitude for the contributions that
the air traffic controllers of the United
States make to keep the traveling pub-
lic safe and the airspace of the United
States running efficiently, and for
other purposes, as amended.

July 27, 2010

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 1401

Whereas air traffic controllers dedicate them-
selves to the protection of the flying public;

Whereas air traffic controllers react to dan-
gerous and complex situations on a daily basis,
doing so in a calm and professional manner;

Whereas air traffic controllers work all day
long and all year long, including holidays, to
provide services to aircraft in their assigned air-
spaces;

Whereas, due to the highly stressful and de-
manding nature of the job and the total con-
centration required, air traffic controllers are
required to take regular 30-minute breaks, work
in shifts, and retire by the age of 56;

Whereas air traffic controllers perform coura-
geous acts every day;

Whereas, on January 1, 2009, air traffic con-
troller Kristin Danninger at the Madison, Wis-
consin, Tower and Terminal Radar Approach
Control (“TRACON”’) facility directed a new
pilot back on course and above minimum alti-
tude who had been stuck in the clouds in a
small aircraft with zero visibility, successfully
using her knowledge of local geography to point
out a highway that led the pilot to the appro-
priate runway;

Whereas, on March 29, 2009, air traffic con-
troller Troy Decker at the Salt Lake Center fa-
cility guided a Piper Aztec aircraft with an en-
gine fire to a safe landing in Butte, Montana,
providing detailed weather reports for several
possible landing options;

Whereas, on April 12, 2009, air traffic control-
lers Jessica Anaya, Lisa Grimm, Nathan
Henkels, Dan Favio, Brian Norton, and Carey
Meadows at the Miami Center facility and the
Fort Myers Tower and TRACON facility guided
to safety a twin-engine King Air aircraft after
the pilot died in-flight, assisting Doug White, an
individual with limited private pilot experience
in smaller aircraft, to locate the positions of
controls and switches on the aircraft and to
navigate the high-traffic area of southern Flor-
ida;

Whereas, on June 28, 2009, air traffic con-
troller Ron Chappell at the Southern California
TRACON facility issued a traffic advisory to a
jet aircraft landing at Los Angeles after viewing
another target on his radar screen that was at
an unknown altitude and approaching the jet,
circumstances that bore a similarity to a 1986
mid-air collision over Cerritos, California;

Whereas, on July 5, 2009, air traffic controller
Louis Ridley at the Potomac TRACON facility
assisted a Velocity aircraft stuck above a cloud
layer to navigate through perilous mountain
terrain with limited fuel remaining and, while
doing so, reassured the pilot, gave detailed
flight and weather information, determined the
best airport for a safe approach and landing,
and even had his wife, Carolyn, greet the pilot
after the pilot landed in Culpepper, Virginia;

Whereas, on October 9, 2009, air traffic con-
trollers Kevin Plante and Christopher Presley in
Portland, Maine, helped guide an aircraft that
had become stuck in rapidly deteriorating
weather conditions by employing, with daylight
waning and the aircraft near mountainous ter-
rain, a road map to direct the pilot to Portland
using several highways, lakes, and towns as
guides;

Whereas, on November 14, 2009, air traffic
controller Jessica Hermsdorfer at the Kansas
City Tower and TRACON facility calmly helped
guide back to the airport an Airbus 319 aircraft
that had hit multiple birds and experienced en-
gine trouble, directing other aircraft out of the
way and assisting the stricken flight to land
safely;

Whereas, on December 7, 2009, air traffic con-
trollers Natasha Hodge and Douglas Wynkoop
at the Dallas TRACON facility worked as a
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