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House of Representatives 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. RICHARDSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 26, 2010. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LAURA 
RICHARDSON to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 31 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LANGEVIN) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, Creator of all and Builder 
of a just society, this is a House of 

pride and dignity because of its noble 
belief in free people. By law and by pol-
icy through the years, interior freedom 
has been uncovered as obstacles to 
equal opportunity have been removed. 

By celebrating the accomplishments 
of the past 20 years founded in the ini-
tiative of the Disabilities Act, Lord 
God, responsible government has con-
tinued to embrace the advent and de-
velopment of Your people. 

Lord, here, may each child of dis-
advantage and every victim of war and 
accident be given hope and grounding 
for personal aspirations to achieve his 
or her full potential in Your sight. 

With the help of research, engineer-
ing, medicine, and professional ther-
apy, may government uphold the Na-
tion’s commitment to equal oppor-
tunity in the pursuit of happiness. 

May every American rejoice and 
thank You, Almighty God, for the next 
step and every step to be taken to af-
ford open and full accessibility to place 
and position for all citizens in a just 
world. For this we pray, and we will 
continue to work, both now and for-
ever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
KENNEDY) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KENNEDY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

PERMITTING INDIVIDUALS TO BE 
ADMITTED TO THE HALL OF THE 
HOUSE IN ORDER TO DOCUMENT 
THE IMPROVED ACCESSIBILITY 
OF THE HALL OF THE HOUSE 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, on 

this most important day in the history 
of the House of Representatives, I send 
to the desk H. Res. 1555, and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1555 

Resolved, That the Speaker, in consultation 
with the minority leader, may designate in-
dividuals to be admitted to the Hall of the 
House and the rooms leading thereto in order 
to document the improved accessibility of 
the Hall of the House. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT 
(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and joy that I rise today to 
acknowledge the history that you are 
making. By your leadership and your 
inspiration and your education of the 
Congress, you have helped take us to a 
place that honors the tradition and the 
goals of our founders; to improve lib-
erty and equality for all Americans. 

Today, through technology, under 
the leadership of the Architect of the 
House, we are able to, in a way that is 
almost magical, extend to you the 
privilege that you deserved all along, 
to be able to preside over the House. 
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I’m pleased that we are joined by our 

former colleague in the House, and now 
a Senator, Senator HARKIN, who was 
such a champion in passing the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act; our former 
colleague, Tony Coelho, also a leader 
in that regard; our colleagues who have 
worked so hard on that subject, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. KENNEDY; and the cham-
pion in our House on the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, STENY HOYER, 
our distinguished majority leader. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER has made this 
part of his legacy in the Congress. Not 
so fast with the legacy, I know. More 
to come. But we thank you for being 
the champion on civil rights that you 
are. 

And I see now that we have been 
joined by our distinguished Republican 
leader of the House, Mr. BOEHNER. 

This is bipartisan effort. It has been 
all along. It is a cause for celebration. 
It is a source of liberation. And it’s im-
portant to note that there’s a reason 
Mr. LANGEVIN is first. He is first be-
cause of his courage. He is first because 
of his inspiration, and he is first be-
cause when I became Speaker, he said 
to me, Now that you are presiding, I 
want to preside too. 

So on that day, when we made his-
tory of having the first woman Speaker 
of the House, it became clear that we 
had to make history today in having 
JIM LANGEVIN preside on this historic 
occasion, which is a source of pride to 
all of us but also a source of challenge 
as to how we go forward addressing the 
new technologies so that we can con-
tinue to remove barriers to participa-
tion to all Americans. It’s better for 
them and it’s better for our country. 

Now we can go forward clearly saying 
that we respect people for what they 
can do, not judge them or limit them 
for what they cannot, and that we can 
more fully honor the Pledge of Alle-
giance that Mr. KENNEDY led us in just 
earlier, one Nation under God, with lib-
erty—and this is about liberation— 
with liberty and justice for all. 

Congratulations, Mr. LANGEVIN. 
f 

HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT 

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to join the Speaker and the ma-
jority leader in recognizing the 20th 
anniversary of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. 

First I want to applaud you, Mr. 
Speaker, for making history today as 
the first American with disabilities to 
preside over this distinguished body. 
It’s truly an inspiring sight and a re-
minder that the disabled are, of course, 
among the most active and functional 
members of our society. And it’s a tes-
tament to the historic measure that 
we’re celebrating today. 

I also want to congratulate my col-
league, Mr. HOYER, the majority lead-

er, who I know played a key role in 
making this legislation a reality, along 
with other colleagues from the other 
body and retired, along with Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER. 

But really I want to thank all of you 
for ensuring that we come together, 
across the aisle when necessary, to 
make certain that this act fulfills its 
original mission. 

Before the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, nowhere in the world was 
there a comprehensive declaration of 
equality for people with disabilities. 

In the medical community, people 
with disabilities are called ‘‘handi-ca-
pable’’ because they strive and succeed 
in the face of great personal obstacles. 

There was a time, however, when 
courage alone was not enough to get 
them into their hometown theaters to 
see a movie or into office buildings to 
apply for a job, much less to provide 
for their families. Those wrongs were 
corrected on July 26, 1990, when Presi-
dent George Herbert Walker Bush 
signed the Americans with Disabilities 
Act into law on the South Lawn of the 
White House. 

On that day President Bush noted 
that it was roughly a year after the 
Berlin Wall came down and said that 
this legislation ‘‘takes a sledge ham-
mer to another wall, one which has for 
too many generations separated Ameri-
cans with disabilities from the freedom 
they could glimpse, but not grasp.’’ 

For too long our Nation has kept 
Americans with disabilities dependent, 
when they all yearned for independ-
ence. And the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act has given them the tools to do 
just that, to quench their thirst for 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. It has changed the lives of mil-
lions, and will do so for many, many 
generations to come. 

f 

b 1410 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
rules require that the Chair remind all 
persons in the gallery that they are 
here as guests of the House, and that 
any manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation 
of the rules of the House. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, one of 
the peculiarities of parliamentary pro-
cedure is that all discussion on the 
floor of the House is directed to the 
person who occupies the Speaker’s po-
dium. But it is on rare occasion when 
the significance of the individual pre-
siding over House proceedings out-
weighs the proceedings themselves. 
This is such a time. 

It is with great pride that I stand 
here on this historic occasion as my 

close friend JIM LANGEVIN presides over 
the House from the Speaker’s rostrum. 
JIM is an individual who embodies the 
best of the American people. He is the 
personification of the word ‘‘courage.’’ 

I have known JIM since our time to-
gether in the Rhode Island State Legis-
lature, and I have been fortunate to 
witness his overcoming obstacle after 
obstacle throughout his life. 

As a teenager, JIM made a commit-
ment to a life of public service, seeking 
a career as a police officer. When a 
cruel twist of fate denied him the path 
that he envisioned, the easy road would 
have been to give up. But JIM would 
not be dissuaded. Instead, he drew on a 
spirit of perseverance that any lesser of 
us would have struggled to find. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. KENNEDY. May I ask unanimous 
consent to have the requisite 5 minutes 
that I was initially given? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman may complete his thought. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I don’t know who is 
controlling the time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair expects further debate during 
suspension of the rules. The gentleman 
may complete his thought on his 1- 
minute. 

Mr. KENNEDY. How much time do I 
have? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 15 seconds to 
complete his thought. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Well, there he is. 
Who’s in charge now? All right, JIMMY. 
Well, I’ll get my chance later. And you 
better be ready, because there will be 
no holding back then. God bless you. I 
am so proud to be your colleague. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, it’s particularly fitting that I 
would be with you today in that my 
late father-in-law, State Representa-
tive Julian Dusenbury, who was a hero 
of the Battle of Okinawa, was shot by 
a sniper, but he continued his service 
from a wheelchair in the Statehouse of 
South Carolina. So I have always ap-
preciated your courage, and I want to 
join with Congressman KENNEDY to rec-
ognize your courage and your courage 
to serve. Thank you, and God bless 
you. 

The Friday front page headlines of 
The Island Packet of Hilton Head Is-
land, South Carolina, highlight the le-
gitimate concerns of the American peo-
ple. ‘‘Are we in for a tax hike?’’ and is 
the U.S. facing a threat of a flat econ-
omy? Since the stimulus bill became 
law, 2.4 million Americans have lost 
their jobs. The promise of unemploy-
ment not to exceed 8 percent was bro-
ken, as unemployment soared to 8 per-
cent. 

The failed borrow, spend, and tax 
policies of this administration cry out 
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