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while the State as a whole averaged a
12 percent decrease. Compare that 58
percent crime increase to other local-
ities of Arizona that did not use the
immigrant-bashing approach. In that
same time period, Phoenix enjoyed a 14
percent decrease in crime; Tempe, a 26
percent decrease; and Mesa, a 31 per-
cent decrease—communities dealing
with the same types of immigration
issues as Maricopa County and yet
communities that, during the same pe-
riod of Sheriff Arpaio’s tenure, de-
creased their crime rate.

Why? In recent years, local law en-
forcement communities have in-
creased, successfully, community po-
licing efforts, which includes estab-
lishing relationships with immigrant
communities to fight crime. These ef-
forts are part of the reason why crime
is dropping in Arizona. And Senate Bill
1070 threatens to undo that process.
That’s the reason the Arizona Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police, the Yuma
County Sheriff, Mesa Police Chief, and
many other law enforcement officials
nationally are opposed to the new Ari-
zona law, Senate Bill 1070, which will
stretch local police forces and hinder
law enforcement’s ability to obtain
critical information on criminals.

Anti-immigrant laws like Senate Bill
1070 will lead to a crime wave across
Arizona and across the Nation, and we
see the evidence right here in Sheriff
Arpaio’s own district.

In my home district of Colorado, the
chief of police of Boulder County, Chief
Pelle, has been an outspoken leader on
this front. He’s criticized the Arizona
law because it threatens successful
community policing efforts that have
been implemented in my district and
across the Nation.

Misguided laws like Senate Bill 1070
will increase crime. Only comprehen-
sive immigration reform can address
this issue, and only Congress has the
power to pass it. We need to pass
tough, fair, and practical reform that
will secure our borders, crack down on
employers who hire immigrants ille-
gally, require all immigrants here ille-
gally to register with the government,
pass a security check, pay taxes, and
learn English.

I call on Congress to fix our broken
immigration system now. No one from
either side of the aisle thinks that the
status quo is working for our country.
It’s time to stop playing politics with
an issue that should have been ad-
dressed long ago. We must pass com-
prehensive immigration reform imme-
diately.

——————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HONDA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HONDA addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one if its clerks, announced
that the Senate agrees to the report of
the committee of conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the amendment of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 4173) ‘“‘An Act to promote the
financial stability of the United States
by improving accountability and trans-
parency in the financial system, to end
‘too big to fail’, to protect the Amer-
ican taxpayer by ending bailouts, to
protect consumers from abusive finan-
cial services practices, and for other
purposes.’’.

————

OIL DRILLING NEEDED IN GULF
OF MEXICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BRADY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, the spill in the gulf coast has pro-
duced an environmental tragedy, and
obviously losing the lives of 11 Amer-
ican workers has been devastating for
the families. Our prayers are with
them.

The gulf coast right now, the priority
of America has to be stopping the oil
from gushing, and it seems to be mak-
ing progress there, protecting our
beaches and marshes. But we have a
new threat to the Gulf of Mexico and
America, especially its workers, and
this is the White House’s moratorium
on drilling in the Gulf of Mexico.

According to the Federal courts, the
moratorium has been stayed. It was
overly broad without much scientific
basis. It didn’t result in anything more
safe or secure for the gulf. But none-
theless, the Secretary of the Interior
has issued a new moratorium, thumb-
ing his nose at the courts and really
creating a broader moratorium that
has stopped drilling in the Gulf of Mex-
ico.

The impact of this is that American
rigs are leaving the Gulf of Mexico, and
U.S. jobs with it. Capital will soon fol-
low and, ultimately, if the moratorium
is allowed to go its full 6 months until
the end of the year, we will see a sig-
nificant, severe dismantling of Amer-
ica’s energy infrastructure, future
higher gas prices, and we will be ceding
more of our energy independence to
Middle East and foreign oil.

The truth of the matter is, today, the
Gulf of Mexico has been extraor-
dinarily safe to explore for America’s
traditional energy, our oil and gas.
Over 50,000 wells have been drilled in
the Gulf of Mexico. This is the first
major spill. Over 14,000 deepwater wells
have been drilled around the world.
This is the first major spill. And just as
you don’t stop all automobile produc-
tion because there is a problem with
one model, the White House, unfortu-
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nately, has stopped all energy produc-
tion in the gulf because of the disaster
with British Petroleum. And the im-
pact on our jobs and our economy is se-
vere. They are laying off workers
today. Small businesses are struggling
to survive. Rigs are being deployed
overseas.

Joining me today to talk about the
impact to this economy is Congress-
man JOHN CULBERSON of Houston, as
well. He and I were in a roundtable last
week with a number of our small,
midsize, independent businesses who
are already laying off workers and re-
deploying resources as a result of this
terrible moratorium that unfortu-
nately is turning an environmental dis-
aster, making it worse by creating an
economic disaster, not just in the Gulf
of Mexico but one that will reach
throughout the United States.

So I yield to the gentleman from
Texas, Mr. JOHN CULBERSON.

Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you, Mr.
BRADY. Thank you for the invitation,
for putting together the roundtable
with industries in the Houston area
who are part of the oil and gas indus-
try.

We, in Houston, know that our city is
to the energy industry what Silicon
Valley is to the computer industry, and
there are jobs, not just throughout
southeast Texas and Louisiana but
throughout the Nation, that are de-
pendent on the oil and gas industry.
We, as a Nation, are dependent upon
the oil and gas produced in the Gulf of
Mexico for—I've seen numbers as high
as 80 percent of the oil that the United
States—where does that 80 percent
number come from, KEVIN, of the oil
and gas produced in the Gulf of Mex-
ico? What percentage of the oil and gas
consumed by the United States comes
out of the Gulf of Mexico?

Mr. BRADY of Texas. I think we
probably produce about 30 percent.
Much of the specialty oil is for jet fuel
and a number of our fuels.

Mr. CULBERSON. That’s what I re-
member. The jet fuel is particularly
vital.

And, KEVIN, we found out in the
roundtable you held in Houston last
week, as you said, jobs are being lost as
we speak. We, as a Nation, are going to
lose those jobs permanently. The infra-
structure, the rigs themselves, particu-
larly the semisubmersible floating rigs,
are tremendously expensive to operate
and maintain, and they are already
leaving.

KEVIN, what did we learn? What did
you hear about what’s happening to
these offshore rigs? Where are they
going if we don’t reverse this morato-
rium and stop it?

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Already, Dia-
mond Offshore’s announced that the
first rig is leaving the United States
for Egypt. They are already leaving,
planning to leave others for West Afri-
ca, the Middle East, Brazil, and those
points. And as they made the point,
these rigs, you have them for a limited
amount of time. They are well sought



H5662

out for around the world. And when
they leave, they don’t come back for
years.

And with them are our energy work-
ers, the companies that support them,
American businesses that sell to them
and ship to them and provide those
services. And as we know, the rest of
the world, including state-owned enter-
prises in China, is now aggressively
swooping in to bid for these rigs which,
again, takes away our jobs and our
prosperity.
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Mr. CULBERSON. Once they’re gone,
those rigs will be almost impossible to
bring back to the United States. The
world’s appetite for oil is going to con-
tinue for some time. All of us are com-
mitted to an all-of-the-above energy
policy that encourages development in
the intermediate term of alternative
energy sources and the longer term, de-
veloping innovative new technologies
like the quantum wire project, the ex-
traordinary promise that carbon nano-
tubes hold for transmitting electricity
ballistically. There are so many new
technologies that we have as a Nation
great opportunity, great promise to in-
vest in, but that’s down the road.

Right now, it is vitally important for
our Nation’s strategic security that we
continue to find and develop every nat-
ural resource we can here in the United
States. The Gulf of Mexico, our off-
shore waters has produced so much of
this Nation’s oil and gas.

We’re joined by our good friend Mr.
SCALISE from Louisiana; and since as
the one controlling the time, if I could
call on Mr. SCALISE to verify, as I've
heard it, 99.99 percent of the oil pro-
duced in the offshore waters of the
United States has been produced clean-
ly, safely, without an incident, and this
is the very first incident of its kind.
Tragic and catastrophic as it is, it is
the very first. It like an airplane fall-
ing out of a clear blue sky, and you
would no more ground all aircraft if a
plane fell out of the sky for no good
reason than you would shut down all
drilling

And I would like to ask Mr. SCALISE
to join us and talk about the safety
record of producing oil and gas safely
and cleanly in offshore waters of the
United States.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. I would like to
yield to the gentleman from Louisiana
who has been a leader on this effort
both in trying to compel the Federal
Government’s response to local and
State communities and to keep and
protect their beaches and marshes but
also to try to stop our energy jobs, our
families in the gulf area that have been
hurt from being hurt further.

I yield to Congressman SCALISE.

Mr. SCALISE. I thank the gentleman
from Texas for yielding. I thank both
of my colleagues for talking about this
important issue because right now as
we’re battling what is already a human
tragedy with eleven deaths, an environ-
mental tragedy, probably the worst in
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the country’s history, we’re trying to
battle to keep the oil out of our marsh
and our seafood beds and the estuaries
where the pelicans nest. We’re also now
fighting a new battle and that’s an eco-
nomic battle against this moratorium
on all energy exploration in not only
deep water but shallow water, which is
going on.

So what we’ve been trying to point
out is that, in fact, if you look at the
safety recommendations that were
made by the President’s own scientific
panel right after the explosion of the
Deepwater Horizon, the President as-
sembled a team of scientists, engi-
neers, experts that he picked—we
didn’t pick, he picked—to come back
with a 30-day safety report, report on
how to improve safety on the rigs and
recommendations on drilling.

In fact, they came back with those
recommendations. The interesting part
was that many of the recommendations
that they came back with are things
that are already being implemented
out there in the gulf by companies who
have a safety record that is much dif-
ferent than BP, companies that have
been in even deeper water. The Deep-
water Horizon was in 5,000 feet below
the surface. There are companies drill-
ing in 10,000 feet that haven’t had any
problems because they do follow a dif-
ferent set of safety standards. In fact,
they have a very high bar for safety.

As you were talking about, over 2,500
wells have been drilled in the deep
water, many more, over 50,000 all
across the gulf, but over 2,500 wells in
the deep water, and yet this is the first
time you’ve had an incident like this.
And it’s because the companies that
are out there, unlike BP, have a dif-
ferent safety approach and haven’t cut
corners and haven’t done the things
that led to this disaster.

So as we're trying to find out what
went wrong, we already know many of
the things that went wrong and what
needs to be done to stop it from hap-
pening again, not by reinventing the
wheel, but actually going and looking
at those companies who are already
doing it the right way.

And, in fact, that’s what the Presi-
dent’s group of scientists came back
with in their safety report. So we em-
brace those safety changes that were
recommended that most of the indus-
try is already using; but another thing
that the President’s commission said
was the majority of those members
said they oppose this moratorium on
drilling, and they did it for a number of
reasons, but one of the things they
point out that’s been interesting and
hasn’t been talked about in this whole
debate is, it’s not just all the loss of
jobs, because there’s a tremendous loss
of jobs, over 40,000 good, high-paying
jobs in Louisiana alone, and I know in
Texas it’s an even bigger number.

But they point out, the scientists the
President appointed said that it would
actually reduce safety in the Gulf of
Mexico by having a moratorium.
Whereas, the Secretary of the Interior
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tries to call it a pause, he says, we’ll
just do a 6-month pause, and if there’s
some magical pause button you can
press and then take your hand off 6-
months later and the industry magi-
cally reappears. The industry will not
magically reappear.

What’s already happening today is
companies are leaving the Gulf of Mex-
ico to go to foreign countries: Brazil,
West Africa, many other nations that
are competing for these very scarce re-
sources. You have 33 deep water rigs,
many of these are assets of half a bil-
lion to a billion dollars each, and their
operating costs are half a million dol-
lars a day to a million dollars a day.
They can’t just afford to sit idle.

So what they’re doing is they are
starting to lay off employees, starting
to move to foreign countries, and what
that does, number one, it makes our
country less safe because it reduces
America’s energy independence. Our
demand for oil in this country hasn’t
dropped, and I want to support all the
alternatives in wind and solar and nu-
clear, everything, all of the above, but
in the meantime our demand in this
country hasn’t dropped for oil. And so
as we reduce the supply by maybe 20
percent, that means we’re importing
more oil from foreign countries who
don’t like us.

And how does that oil get here? It
doesn’t magically appear. It has to
come in from supertankers and these
big barges that bring in the oil, and 70
percent of all spills of oil come from
tankers, not from the drilling. So you
have actually increased the likelihood
of spills.

But the other side of that is why you
also reduce safety is your most experi-
enced crews, your most safe and tech-
nologically advanced rigs are the ones
that leave first. So you lose your rigs,
you lose the experience of those 10- to
20-year employees, people that under-
stand drilling better than anybody in
the world. They’re not going to sit
around idle for 6 months collecting un-
employment as the President sug-
gested. They’'re going to go find work
somewhere else, maybe they’re going
to go to these other countries and so
we lose all of that experience. And if
you then 6 months later remove your
hand from some mysterious pause but-
ton, you don’t have an industry left
and we don’t have any experience left;
and if you start drilling, you’re doing
it with people without experience,
without those new rigs.

So it poses tremendous damage, not
only economically for the jobs lost, but
it also poses safety challenges and safe-
ty problems by having this pause, as
the President calls it, on drilling. It’s a
horrible policy. It is making our coun-
try less energy secure, and it’s creating
a bigger dependence on Middle Eastern
oil

Mr. CULBERSON. If I could, I want
to visit with you because you are so
knowledgeable about this. The States
of Louisiana and Texas, as you know,
have played such a vital role in pro-
ducing oil and gas offshore.
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You serve on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, and I wanted to ask,
isn’t it true that the committee, your
committee, other committees of Con-
gress, have come to no conclusion as to
the cause of this accident, and even
though we don’t know what caused it
yet, the President’s imposed a blanket
moratorium, shutting down all drill-
ing; is that correct?

Mr. SCALISE. It’s correct that there
is not a final report. There are a lot of
groups out there doing investigations.
The Federal Government is, private in-
stitutions are, a lot of different inves-
tigations are going on as there should
be. But we know many of the things
that caused the problems on that rig
on the Transocean-BP Horizon, and in
fact, they were preventable. And that’s
the sad part of this is that this was a
preventable disaster; and if you look at
what the companies do that are in
deeper waters, that don’t have the safe-
ty problems BP had, it’s because they
do things the right way, a much safer
way, and that’s what we should be fol-
lowing.

We should go and look to what the
President’s own safety commission
came back with. Unfortunately, the
President, when he got that 30-day re-
port back from his scientists and engi-
neers, it didn’t give him I guess the re-
sults he wanted. It didn’t suggest a
moratorium, and he just wanted to do
one anyway. So he threw away the
science and trumped science with poli-
tics, and that’s a sad state of affairs for
our country to be in where we’re ignor-
ing science that actually recommends
the right way to go for safety, and the
President chose a path for a less safe
approach that actually throws jobs
away and makes our country more de-
pendent on Middle Eastern oil.

Mr. CULBERSON. Which his own
commissioned opposed and which flies
in the face of the record, tremendous
record of safety and cleanliness of pro-
ducing oil and gas offshore in the gulf.
Again 99.99 percent of all the oil and
gas produced in offshore waters of the
United States have been produced
cleanly, safely, even during giant hur-
ricanes, when there were underwater
landslides in the gulf. In particular, I
remember Hurricane Ivan, which
caused underwater landslides and sev-
ered oil pipelines underneath the Gulf
of Mexico. There were no leaks. They
have got a tremendous record of safety
because they follow guidelines. All of
these rigs as a rule follow the guide-
lines of the IPAA. The Independent Pe-
troleum Association of America has
safety guidelines that are followed by
offshore drilling rigs.
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They have got a tremendous record
of safety. I am not sure of any other
energy industry that has got a better
safety record than the oil and gas in-
dustry, other than perhaps the nuclear
industry. This catastrophic tragic acci-
dent is one we need to obviously make
sure doesn’t happen again, but not in
such a blanket, destructive way.
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Mr. BRADY of Texas. Well, this
moratorium’s impact on our economy
is greater than most imagined. It is not
just along the Gulf Coast. But imagine,
if you will, you have at this point both
the 33 deepwater rigs that are now idle,
leaving America, along with our Amer-
ican workers and our American ven-
dors, but in the shallow waters, which
has even a more sterling record of safe
and secure exploration, which now is
also idle because the Interior Depart-
ment is not providing permitting in
any timely fashion at all. So those rigs
are going away, those workers are
going away, and that impact is deep.

On any one of those deepwater rigs,
you have got at least 1,500 workers tied
directly to the rig, Congressman
CULBERSON, and more beyond that.
Each rig may have 1,000 vendors sup-
plying and servicing it, vendors
throughout the United States. I am
going to talk about that in a few mo-
ments with a map we have here on the
floor as well.

These companies are not the big com-
panies. These are family-owned busi-
nesses, small and medium-sized busi-
nesses. They are already starting to
lay off workers. They are already rede-
ploying, as I think Halliburton and
Schlumberger, or Halliburton Baker
Hughes said they have already been
forced to relocate some 4,000 jobs. And
offshore development impacts at least
170,000 jobs, all of which are at risk
with this moratorium.

As small businesses have told us, who
said, I have already laid off 20 percent
of my workforce. Next week I lay off 50
percent of my workforce. What small
business in America, what industry,
can hope to survive without six months
of its revenues?

Mr. CULBERSON. That
point.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. The answer is
none. Maybe the big guys can, but
most companies cannot. So at a time
when we have almost 10 percent unem-
ployment, people are desperately look-
ing for work, here we have a White
House policy that puts at risk 150,000
good-paying American jobs or more
that will impact every State in the Na-
tion.

By the way, Congressman
CULBERSON, there have been studies
that talk about what the impact is in
various areas. If you think about it,
the average salary in the Gulf of Mex-
ico for petroleum-related workers is al-
most $118,000, average annual salary.
Some of those are roughnecks, those
who may not even have a high school
education, who are getting $70,000,
$80,000 salaries. It is a tough job. It is
hard work. But it not only produces
fuel to drive America’s prosperity, but
it gives them an opportunity to raise
their family, to live the American
dream, to put their kids through col-
lege, to own their own home. Those
jobs are now at risk.

And who is fighting for them? It
seems to me the White House, so far,
and I hope it changes, has a deaf ear to
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these American workers. These are
U.S. energy workers. There are more
than 2 million of them around Amer-
ica. But with this moratorium, as the
rigs leave, as the jobs go, as our ven-
dors and small businesses go as well,
many of those are not coming back for
years. And with it goes the capital, the
funding from companies who have to
decide soon whether they put money
into exploring in the Gulf of Mexico or
over in Brazil or West Africa or some-
where else around the world.

Also with the rigs and capital and
jobs goes our brain power. We worry
about a brain drain of America’s best
and brightest, energy research and
workers that will go. And then ulti-
mately when that leaves, the energy
headquarters leave as well, which in
many communities along the Gulf of
Mexico, make up such a big part, good-
paying part of our economy.

So this moratorium, the refusal to
allow permits, sort of the tin ear on al-
lowing these safe wells to go back to
work, is having a devastating impact.

I have invited, and I know you sup-
port this, I have invited President
Obama to come to Houston, Texas, to
meet with our energy workers, those
whose jobs have been lost or are at
risk. Just as he has visited every State
along the Gulf, come to Texas to see
the economic spill of his policy, the
economic devastation that is begin-
ning, and can be changed and can be
averted, not by stopping a well from
gushing, but by stopping bad policy,
overly broad, that costs U.S. American
jobs throughout the country, raises en-
ergy prices, makes us more dependent
on countries that frankly don’t care
much for us.

I yield to you, congressman.

Mr. CULBERSON. Congressman
BrADY, I know you have seen, as I
have, these countries where these rigs
are going overseas. The companies
themselves also have got high stand-
ards. They are going to maintain a
safe, clean environment for their work-
ers and produce oil as safely and clean-
ly as they can.

But common sense tells you, where
are they going to have better, cleaner
standards for producing oil and gas: In
Indonesia, or off the coast of Liouisiana
and Texas? Where are the standards
going to be better to protect the envi-
ronment: Here in the United States or
in a Third World nation where they are
not as concerned with protecting the
environment as we are here in Amer-
ica?

I had a chance to work on offshore
rigs in the summers in college as what
is called a mudlogger, sort of a well-
side geologist. It was great work. These
are great jobs. I had a chance to experi-
ence it firsthand and see the level of
commitment of these men and now
women that work on the rigs and in the
offshore industry that know better
than anybody how to make sure a well
doesn’t blow out.

No one has a greater stake in pro-
tecting the safety of their workers, in
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protecting the environment, in pro-
ducing oil and gas safely and cleanly,
than the companies themselves. The li-
ability that they are exposed to is im-
mense. They care deeply about the
safety of their workers.

The rigs that I worked on offshore
were both jack-up rigs and
semisubmersible rigs. And this was in
the late 1970s and 1980s, right before the
bottom dropped out and oil got so
cheap and a lot of the service compa-
nies disappeared because of the price of
oil declining so rapidly. But the tech-
nology today is so amazing that we are
enabled to drill at the depths that the
Deepwater Horizon was drilling in,
Congressman BRADY.

I have to wonder as a conservative,
as a Texan, watching this administra-
tion not let any crisis go to waste, and
remembering, as I do, Congressman
BrADY, when last summer or the sum-
mer before the last election, that
Speaker PELOSI and this liberal major-
ity had shut down all offshore drilling
in the United States.

And you remember when the Con-
gress adjourned in the summer of 2008,
KEVIN, I remember you coming on to
the House floor with your suitcase. Re-
member we stayed down here and kept
talking to force the Speaker and this
liberal majority to lift the moratorium
on offshore drilling. We stayed down
here and talked to the gallery. We used
our social media devices to talk to the
country on Twitter and Facebook and
Quick.

The country responded. The Nation
supports, the Nation understands the
importance of producing American oil
and gas. The country supports drilling
in offshore waters, continues to sup-
port drilling in the offshore waters of
its United States. Despite this cata-
strophic, terrible accident, the Nation
understands that this is an anomaly,
that this is something that does not
happen, it has not happened in all the
many years that we have been pro-
ducing oil and gas in the offshore wa-
ters of the United States.

And that last summer, that August
of 2008, Congressman BRADY, when the
House had adjourned and we stayed
down here and kept talking, ultimately
we forced the leadership of the House
to reverse its position and withdraw
temporarily their ban on offshore drill-
ing. Yet as soon as this administration
actually gets back in place and the
first chance they get when they have a
catastrophic accident offshore, what do
they do, in opposition to the rec-
ommendation of their own commis-
sion? Without knowing the exact cause
of the accident, they impose a blanket
moratorium, stopping all drilling.

It literally is as though you stop all
airplane flights when a DC-10 falls out
of the air in the clear blue sky, a cata-
strophic, terrible accident. But it is a
particular type of aircraft, and you
would want to find out what caused
that particular type of aircraft to fall
out of the sky.

Instead, this administration’s knee-
jerk reaction, taking advantage of this
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crisis I believe to achieve their bigger,
their long-term goal as liberals to shut
off as much domestic oil and gas pro-
duction and exploration as they can,
they have imposed this moratorium, so
destructive, so shortsighted, so dam-
aging, not only to the economy of the
Gulf Coast States, Congressman
BRADY, but to the Nation, driving up
the price of oil and gas, driving up the
price of gasoline, driving American
jobs overseas, driving these rigs over-
seas where the wells will be drilled in
areas of the world where they do not
have the concern, they do not have the
restrictions on protecting the environ-
ment that we do here in the United
States.
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The liberals are so obsessed with
stopping all drilling in the United
States I believe, that’s where this mor-
atorium comes from, and we, the
American people, understand how
shortsighted and how destructive it is.

In fact, one other aspect that we need
to be sure to educate people about,
Madam Speaker, as a part of the over-
all policy of this Congress, this liberal
majority in Congress, that we talked
about earlier today, Congressman
BRADY, is the effort of this Congress to
prohibit fracturing of formations.
There is this general direction of the
Obama administration, under the
Obama-Pelosi regime, to shut down as
much domestic oil and gas production
and exploration as they can. They even
want to make it illegal to fracture for-
mations, which would devastate the
production of natural gas in the United
States.

In fact, Congressman BRADY, I see
here on the USGS Web site, when you
look up how much recoverable oil is
available in North Dakota and Mon-
tana’s Bakken Formation, the U.S. Ge-
ological Survey estimates that the
Bakken Formation has an estimated 3
to 4 billion barrels, quoting, of undis-
covered technically recoverable oil in
an area known as the Bakken Forma-
tion. Yet if this majority has its way,
they would prohibit fracturing thou-
sands of feet deep, far below any fresh
drinking water, fracturing those for-
mations and allowing us to get access
to that recoverable oil and gas.

This moratorium on offshore drilling
is devastating to the gulf, damaging to
the Nation, but part of what I see, a
larger pattern of behavior by this ad-
ministration, by this Congress, until
we can replace them come January, to
shut down all domestic oil and gas ex-
ploration.

Is that consistent with what you are
seeing and hearing?

Mr. BRADY of Texas. The cost of the
drilling moratorium in human lives
and jobs, the impact on people’s lives
and families, is devastating. We face
other immediate threats to America’s
energy future within the next several
weeks: The Blowout Prevention Act,
through the efforts of Congressman JOE
BARTON and others, working with Con-
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gressman HENRY WAXMAN and others, I
think has become a more manageable
or acceptable bill. A real concern still
exists. The Oil Spill Accountability
Act, which will stop exploration in
America’s gulf; energy taxes that will
force, or really drive U.S. energy jobs
to other countries. All of this will have
a huge impact.

Can I talk for a moment, though,
about the lives that are already being
affected? We know that the lives of
those 11 workers that have been lost,
praying for their families and their re-
covery are a top priority for us. Stop-
ping that spill from gushing further.
Protecting the beaches and marshes
and seabeds and trying to help the gulf
States communities recover have to be
our priority. The question is, do we
make it worse for the gulf by a morato-
rium? The answer is yes.

Here is the impact on jobs. Just in
the short time the moratorium has
been in place, I talked about how com-
panies are redeploying thousands of
workers to other countries. As Na-
tional Oceans Industry Association
Chairman Burt Adams said, ‘‘There is
right now no clear path for deepwater
exploration companies to follow. Until
such a path exists, exploration is at a
standstill and more jobs will be lost.”

AXker Solutions has workers in Texas
now; in Alabama. They have had to
refocus their efforts on international
projects to compensate for the loss of
exploring in the moratorium. Their off-
shore services work is coming to a halt
already. They have about 750 employ-
ees in Texas and Alabama, but they are
now going elsewhere with their work.

ATP 0Oil & Gas Corporation, the mor-
atorium caused this company to stop
drilling a natural gas development well
and release the rig. It went away. The
well would have produced 40 million
cubic feet of gas daily for America.
ATP estimates that they will be penal-
ized about $30 million because of the
moratorium and lose over $1 million of
revenue a day.

Bollinger Shipyards, family-owned
and operated since 1946, employs 3,000
American workers. They say, ‘‘In the 64
years of our existence, we have never
been faced with such an uncertain fu-
ture. This moratorium has created an
environment leaving Bollinger Ship-
yards no choice but to downsize our
company, thereby eliminating good-
paying jobs.”

Mr. CULBERSON. Where are they lo-
cated?

Mr. BRADY of Texas. They are in
Texas, I believe. It doesn’t say so right
there, I should say.

CapRock Communications. They will
be forced to redeploy personnel to dif-
ferent regions or support them finding
some other way. They have over 50
field service and operations personnel
supporting clients in the Gulf of Mex-
ico; employ 750 people throughout
Houston, Lafayette and New Orleans.

C&C Technologies, they expect to
layoff approximately 10 employees to
begin with; will not be hiring the dozen
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or so workers they expected to hire. So
they’re laying off workers and we’re
missing an opportunity to put even
more people back to work.

Cobalt International Energy with
their exploration, their drilling rigs,
services, vessels, tools and people that
were contracted to support the drilling
programs, all have been released. We
talked about the rigs go, the jobs go,
the businesses go and the capital leaves
America. Cobalt will shift its capital
spending program and resources to
West Africa, because they have no
choice. This White House, this govern-
ment, is forcing them overseas. Again,
as you pointed out, those are not only
U.S. energy workers but U.S. energy
that’s leaving with Cobalt.

Davis-Lynch, Incorporated has loca-
tions throughout Lafayette, Houston,
Corpus Christi. This moratorium leaves
them no alternative other than to im-
plement another reduction in their
workforce. They employed over 300 peo-
ple last year, had to cut 100, were start-
ing to hire people back. Now that is
being reversed.

Delmar Systems, operations 100 per-
cent directly related to this, to the
deepwater semi-submersibles in the
Gulf of Mexico. It will directly affect
their ability to operate.

Heerema Marine Contractors, their
business future is in a state of uncer-
tainty here in the United States. They
employ people in Texas and Louisiana.

I will go on and on here a little later,
but the point is these are real Amer-
ican workers. These are real American
businesses. Some family-owned, some
mid-size, some larger. But the eco-
nomic devastation. I sometimes won-
der, are people as important as turtles
and birds? We all love our wildlife and
are fighting to protect them, but
shouldn’t we be fighting to protect
American workers and their liveli-
hoods? How about American small
businesses and their livelihoods? What
about their ability to survive, to em-
ploy workers? How about an energy
worker who had nothing to do with the
BP spill, who no longer has a job, no
longer has a future, can’t put their
kids through college? Mr. President,
don’t those workers count, too? And
why won’t you come to Texas and meet
with them? Why won’t you pay as
much attention to them as you do
other regions and wildlife? These lives
and their livelihoods are at stake. They
are already paying a price. They didn’t
ask for this. The energy industry did
not cause this spill. British Petroleum
experienced this spill. We ought not
punish innocent American workers,
communities, our future, force higher
energy prices, become more dependent
on some of America’s worst enemies
because of a terrible policy response,
moratorium, to what has been an envi-
ronmental and human tragedy of our
own making now, an economic disaster
of this government’s own making.

I would yield.

Mr. CULBERSON. Congressman
BRADY, I couldn’t agree with you more.
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That is so well said. But I wanted to
also make the point, Madam Speaker,
make sure all Americans listening un-
derstand, Congressman BRADY, that
this moratorium is not just shutting
down deepwater drilling. All of the
companies that we have visited with,
all of the industries that are involved
with drilling and producing, finding,
drilling, producing oil and gas in the
offshore waters of the United States
are telling us that this moratorium has
had the effect of shutting down and
stopping all permitting in shallow as
well as deep water.

Isn’t that correct, Congressman
BRrADY? Talk a little bit about that.
J 1600

Mr. BRADY of Texas. It is. Well, be-
cause they’re not permitting. As you
know, initially, the moratorium, over
the advice of a number of scientists,
was extended to both the shallow and
deep waters. And then it was lifted in
the shallow waters. But no permitting
has really—no permit of significance
has occurred. So those rigs are idle and
going away.

Now the whole moratorium was
stayed by the Federal courts and the
new moratorium now was put in place.
Shallow and deep waters are essen-
tially shut down. And, again, what that
means to the rest of America is that
workers’ jobs are shut down, the abil-
ity to provide energy supplies for
America is shut down, and our depend-
ence on other countries for our daily
energy needs is increased every day be-
cause of our wrong-headed government
policy.

Mr. CULBERSON. The Obama admin-
istration has therefore shut down, Con-
gressman BRADY, all offshore permit-
ting, all offshore drilling in all the con-
tinental waters of the United States.
That’s essentially where we are.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. It is. There is
very little activity at all going on.

Mr. CULBERSON. Imagine if you are,
Mr. Speaker, a business owner, a bank-
er, someone who wants and needs and
is prepared to make a significant in-
vestment because these are tremen-
dously expensive operations to drill in
either shallow—or in the deep water
they’re even more expensive—imagine
you want to make that investment but
you’re, A, not sure is the permit deep
or shallow. Well, it has now been re-
written by the Obama administration,
attempting to circumvent the Federal
court’s order stopping the moratorium.
The administration has simply rewrit-
ten their moratorium to bypass the
court order.

So if you as a company are trying to
make this significant investment, sig-
nificant amount of money, you have no
way of knowing when or if permits are
ever going to be issued, what type of
permits are possibly ever going to be
issued. They’re just going to leave. The
money, as Congressman BRADY has said
so eloquently, will go overseas. The
rigs, the equipment, the jobs, the tal-
ent, the skilled American jobs that
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have worked; people in families genera-
tion after generation that have worked
in the offshore oil industry in the
United States will just leave. They’re
gone.

Again, I know this firsthand. I've
met these men and women. I know how
committed they are to finding and pro-
ducing oil and gas cleanly and safely.
And no one has got a bigger stake than
they do.

Mr. RANGEL. Might I ask my col-
league from Texas whether he could
yield to me 5 minutes for the purposes
of making a statement?

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
will kindly yield to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. RANGEL. I can’t thank you
enough, Congressman, for this courtesy
that you’ve extended, especially in
view of the great contribution that you
make on the committee and in the
Congress. And I want to thank you for
bringing to attention of the American
people the sacrifices that so many are
making as a result of the incident
that’s taking place in the Gulf.

But, Mr. Speaker, I rise to alert the
House that, once again, I have intro-
duced legislation to reinstate the draft
and to make it permanent during time
of war. It is H.R. 5741. And what this
does is to make everyone between the
ages of 18 and 42, whether they’re men
or women, whether they’re straight or
gay, to have the opportunity to defend
this great country whenever the Presi-
dent truly believes that our national
security is threatened.

During the last few weeks and
months, as we have gone through a
heat wave in the Northeast, I could not
but think of the tens of thousands of
Americans that find themselves in the
Middle East just hoping and praying
that the extent of their inconvenience
and suffering was just being in the heat
of being back home with their loved
ones. And they are so dedicated and
there are so few of them that many of
them have gone back into combat once,
twice, even up to six times. To me,
that’s asking a whole lot from such a
small part of our population. And I
truly believe that if people thought for
one minute that our Nation was in
trouble, that age would not even be a
factor in people saying, Count me in,
because this great country has been so
good to me that whatever we can do,
we want to be able to make some type
of sacrifice.

And it just seems to me that when
Presidents come and say that in their
opinion the country has to go or should
go, or makes a request to go to war,
then ultimately it will be the people of
this House and the Senate that will de-
termine whether or not this request is
going to be fulfilled. To me, if you’re
not prepared to put Americans and
your Kids and grandkids in harm’s way,
then you have reached a conclusion
that the President is wrong and we
should not enter this type of a war. If,
on the other hand, I am thoroughly
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convinced that when the American peo-
ple are persuaded that our great de-
mocracy is in danger, that we would
not want just a select group of people
to be pulled out to over and over and
over again put themselves in harm’s
way.

And so I know the tragedies that
have occurred when there’s been so
many exceptions to the drafts in the
past. And for that reason it was not
found to be favorable to the average
citizen; that if you were in college, if
you came from a background, you were
excluded from the draft. Well, this is
not involved in this in any way. The
only exclusions would be those who
have mental or physical handicaps or
conscientious objectors. Of course, if
you’re not needed, since it would be an
overwhelming number of troops that
would be available, then you could in
national service be able to provide
something in line for the American se-
curity.

And so I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Texas for allowing me to
interrupt this very informative and
educated discussion of the impact of
moratoriums and to thank him again
for the contribution you make not only
to Congress but specifically the Ways
and Means Committee.

I yield back any time that I may
have.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Thank you to
the gentleman from New York. I appre-
ciate that very much.

Joining us today on this very impor-
tant topic as we look at the dev-
astating impact of this drilling mora-
torium on American jobs and energy
workers is a Congressman from Hum-
ble, Texas, who has taken a lead on a
number of key national security inter-
ests, especially the border, but lives in
a community that’s adversely affected.

I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. POE).

Mr. POE of Texas. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. We all represent
an area of the State of Texas that is
dramatically impacted by the oil and
gas industry. And having a district on
the Gulf Coast representing about 20
percent of the Nation’s oil refineries,
this is an especially serious incident
that has occurred offshore, this BP
Deepwater Horizon disaster. No ques-
tion about it, this problem, this acci-
dent has to be solved. I understand
within the last hour that the cap that
has now been placed on the well by BP
is apparently working. Hopefully, it
will be working long enough for them
to finish drilling the other two wells to
solve this problem.

And we always must be mindful of
the people that were killed in this trag-
edy, plus the tremendous damage it has
done to certain parts of our environ-
ment. But we cannot allow this acci-
dent to be an overreaction. And I think
the Federal Government has over-
reacted in this situation.
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The deep water in the Gulf of Mexico
provides 17.3 percent of the Nation’s
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domestic crude oil, and the Federal
Government now has said, No more
deepwater drilling until 6 months or
when we get back with you. Now, no in-
dustry, whether it’s a doughnut shop or
the o0il and gas industry or anybody
else, can be shut down for 6 months by
the Federal Government and expect to
survive.

And these deepwater rigs are not
cheap endeavors. They cost $500,000 a
day to drill in the deep water. They’re
not going to wait 6 months for the Fed-
eral Government to make its decision
whether they can continue to drill or
not. That’s why some of them have al-
ready left the deep water and gone to
friendlier waters where those govern-
ments aren’t quite as oppressive and
prevent deepwater drilling.

Those people who work offshore in
the deep water now are unemployed
thanks to the Federal Government. It’s
an overreaction. Now, all of a sudden,
17.3 percent of the Nation’s crude oil is
gone out of the deep water. To make up
for just what is now going to be elimi-
nated in the deep water, it will take 300
tankers a year coming in from those
countries in the Middle East to supply
or resupply just the difference in the
crude oil that we will not obtain from
the deep water. And of course those
tankers, some of them have had prob-
lems of containing that crude oil that
is coming all the way from the Middle
East. Once again, now we are paying
and sending American money overseas,
sending jobs somewhere off the coast of
Brazil, Africa, and Egypt, and yet it is,
in my opinion, an overreaction.

I will give you an example. In 2005, in
Texas City, Texas, very near our dis-
tricts, we had a BP explosion at a re-
finery. People were Kkilled. In fact,
more people were Kkilled then and in-
jured than in this explosion offshore,
but we didn’t close all of the refineries
in the United States. We closed BP’s
refinery until we found out what the
problem was and made sure that they
were held accountable for what they
did. But we didn’t overreact.

I got a letter from a Cajun fellow, a
real mad Cajun, from Houma, Lou-
isiana. The Cajun community, as you
know, Mr. BRADY, they border our
State. We have a lot of Cajuns in our
southeast Texas. They come from Lou-
isiana and ours go over there. Anyway,
a lot of them work in the oil and gas
industry. I want to read a portion of
his letter. He wrote it to the President,
but I got a copy of it as well. He runs
an offshore drilling related business,
and here’s what he says.

“I am terribly troubled that after
striving to find jobs for Americans, you
make a hasty decision to stop drilling
for 6 months. Did you stop coal mining
after all the incidents they have been
having? No. Did you stop the airlines
after all the crashes and accidents they
have been having? No. Did you shut
down the mortgage companies, the
banks, and the auto industry after they
stole money from those same Ameri-
cans that invested in them? No. You
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bailed them out. Now you want to shut
down the oil industry for 6 months,
which will hurt tens of thousands of
workers! I only hope you understand
the trickle-down effect this will have
on many industries,” such as for
Timmy Bergeron.

I won’t read the rest of the letter. It
gets a little more colorful. But it’s im-
portant that we understand these are
real people that are losing their jobs
because of this decision.

A Federal judge has said that the
Federal Government’s decision to stop
or to issue a moratorium to stop deep-
water drilling—and I quote the Federal
judge in issuing an injunction, saying
this injunction was wrong. The Federal
judge said that the government’s deci-
sion to stop deepwater drilling was ‘‘ar-
bitrary,” it was ‘‘capricious,” it was
“unfounded,” and it was ‘‘punitive’—
pretty strong words—because the gov-
ernment couldn’t show evidence that
stopping the deepwater drilling was
necessary because of the accident with
BP.

So the Federal Government is still
suing the Americans, went and ap-
pealed this decision. A three-judge
panel ruled that that decision would be
upheld. The final decision will be in
August. But the Federal Government
has had its way because continuing to
fight Americans in the courtrooms,
prolonging the ultimate decision that
will be made by the appellate courts on
whether the injunction should be
granted to stop the Federal Govern-
ment’s moratorium or not, is such a
delay that more of those deepwater
rigs will leave.

The people are still unemployed.
They need jobs. They want to work off-
shore. And most of the people in this
country, 73 percent of the Nation’s pop-
ulation, think we should still continue
to drill in the deep water, even in spite
of this horrible accident, solve this
problem, and allow Americans to con-
tinue to work.

With that, I yield back to my friend
from Texas (Mr. BRADY).

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Well, I appre-
ciate the gentleman from Texas talk-
ing about that gentleman from Houma
and about how frustrating it is to see
the government ride to the rescue of so
many industries and companies and
unions and special interests, but when
it comes to just an average U.S. energy
worker, they go out of their way to ac-
tually kill that job or put that person’s
livelihood or that small business’s live-
lihood at risk. People may think, Con-
gressman, that this is just one or two
States, it doesn’t affect us in our com-
munity, but nothing could be further
from the truth.

The International Association of
Drilling Contractors, they surveyed a
number of members all throughout the
country. They surveyed just nine of
their members, nine drilling contrac-
tors and one boat company just to ask
them, Where are your workers at in
America? And just nine companies
found workers in almost 300 congres-
sional districts throughout the United
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States of America. Just these nine
companies and one boat company
reached through almost 70 percent of
U.S. congressional districts. It didn’t
include tens of thousands of other
workers—oil service companies, large
and small equipment manufacturers,
mom-and-pop operations, oil compa-
nies. None of that’s included. Just
these nine drilling contractors and a
boat company, almost 70 percent of the
districts in America. You think, well,
man, this can’t be affecting our neigh-
bors, but it is.

You’ve got a few examples just from
these few companies. You’ve got wire
rope from Missouri and Arkansas that
is at risk; workers who build radiators
in Minnesota; steel and pipe in Ohio;
workers from fabrics and uniform mak-
ers in Illinois; those who create protec-
tive paints from Missouri; machinery
for the offshore o0il companies from
Michigan; engines from Illinois; corro-
sion prevention materials from Illinois
and Minnesota; Connecticut, workers
who make electrical cables; drilling
equipment from Illinois; pipe protec-
tive chemicals from Ohio; drilling
equipment from Kansas; background
checks and security services from Wis-
consin; safety footwear from Oregon;
on and on and on again. These are our
neighbors whose jobs are at risk, not
because BP didn’t follow standard safe-
ty practices but because the White
House decided these energy jobs
weren’t worth protecting. They’ll bail
out the auto unions, but they won’t 1lift
a finger to protect these jobs.

These are our people who are re-
searchers and manufacturers. Some of
them are roughnecks without a high
school education who have the one job
in America that allows them to actu-
ally raise their family, live the Amer-
ican Dream, and give their kids a col-
lege education. And those jobs are dis-
appearing as we speak, and they’re not
going to come back any time soon. The
companies are going. The rigs aren’t
coming back. The workers aren’t com-
ing back. The infrastructure isn’t com-
ing back. We become more dependent
on foreign oil. Our energy prices for
every American will go up. We’ll buy
more from companies that detest the
United States of America.

That’s why we have asked the Presi-
dent, Come to Texas. Come see these
drilling workers, these energy workers
face to face and tell them why their
jobs aren’t important, why their liveli-
hoods don’t matter, why their small
business, family-owned business, it
doesn’t matter if they go away or not.
And these people are from all across all
walks of America.

I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CULBERSON).

Mr. CULBERSON. Congressman
BrADY, I also want to say that we have
extended an invitation to the President
to come to Houston to meet the work-
ers of the Johnson Space Center, where
the President’s administration has at-
tempted to shut down America’s
manned space program, similar, as the
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administrator even admitted in my
subcommittee, I asked him, Isn’t what
the administration is proposing on
NASA like privatizing the Navy so that
we would have to rent an aircraft car-
rier, we’d have to rent spacecraft?

It looks to me, Congressman BRADY,
that map you’ve got down there that
you’re showing us, I see a striking par-
allel there, Congressman POE, that jobs
affected by the President’s attempt to
shut down the manned space program—
which, thankfully, Congress has re-
jected. And I want to thank the chair-
men of the committees because we are
going to get legislation to build a
heavy-lift vehicle and manned capsule.
Congress rejected the President’s un-
wise strategy. We need to reject this
unwise moratorium.
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But looks like the attempt to shut
down the manned space program af-
fected jobs in those same areas. To
shut down the oil and gas industry af-
fects jobs in those same areas. The at-
tempt to cap and tax energy produc-
tion in the United States devastating
the American energy industry affects
jobs in those same areas. I think all
those areas are Republican. Aren’t all
those States in those areas pretty
strongly Republicans? Certainly
there’s no correlation there, is there?
Looks to me like there might be a pat-
tern.

As Congressman BRADY correctly
points out, this administration’s quick
to bail out their buddies in the unions,
but slow to protect American jobs that
enhance this Nation’s security, that
enhance our prosperity. This morato-
rium is an outrage and we need to stop
it. I thank you, Congressman BRADY,
for giving us this time on the floor to
talk about it.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Well, thank
you to the gentleman from Houston.

I'd like to turn to the gentleman
from Humble. You’re seeing this. You
have communities that stretch from
the suburbs of Houston over to south-
east Texas, which has some of the high-
est unemployment rates in the State of
Texas. These are the workers tied to
these companies. You know them. You
visited with them. You’ve had town
hall meetings; they’re neighbors.

Can you describe how disheartening
this is for these workers who had noth-
ing to do with the spill to have their
jobs at risk and their livelihoods at
risk?

Mr. POE of Texas. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. As you know, Mr.
BRADY, Port Arthur, especially Port
Arthur, Texas, is a refinery town; but
it has high unemployment. The whole
area has high unemployment for a lot
of reasons. One reason, of course, is
we’ve been hit by numerous hurricanes.
Just since I've been in office, we’ve had
Katrina, Rita, Hubert, Gustav and Ike
all come through my congressional dis-
trict and your congressional district.
Because of that, it’s affected the econ-
omy. And now these workers are trying
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to get back to work. Many of them
work offshore, and then they work on-
shore in oil-related industries.

But the effect of the shutdown in the
deep water causes economic hardship,
not just on the workers on those plat-
forms, but for the people on shore that
supply parts and maintenance and
other industries, other commodities to
those people who work offshore. And so
we don’t know yet how many thou-
sands or hundreds of thousands of jobs
would be lost because of this.

But one thing that we also need to
understand is the loss of energy, the
lack of having crude oil that we were
producing in the deep water; 17 percent
of the Nation’s domestic crude oil pro-
duction comes from deep water. That is
now going to be gone, and we’ll have to
make that up some other way. So we
should expect gasoline prices to rise,
probably in 2 years, maybe less because
of that.

And I think it’s imperative that we
understand that the folks that are af-
fected want to continue to work. They
want to continue to work offshore.
They want to continue to work safely.
And they don’t want the Federal Gov-
ernment putting them out of work.
And that’s exactly what happened. The
Federal Government has shut them
down, has sent their jobs overseas.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Well, if the
gentleman would yield, can we talk a
little more about how the loss of en-
ergy in America from this moratorium
drives up fuel prices, makes us more
dependent? Because I don’t think most
people realize, as you said, the Gulf of
Mexico is a key generator of oil and
natural gas for America. But it actu-
ally is very key to keeping OPEC from
controlling energy prices throughout
the world.

OPEC controls about 40 percent of
the world’s oil supply. And what hap-
pens is, when what we need as the
world gets to about within 2 to 3 per-
cent of everything that’s produced,
OPEC then has amazing leverage to
drive those prices up for American fam-
ilies and workers. The Gulf of Mexico is
our relief valve. That’s where we
produce energy and gas here in Amer-
ica. But because we have that pro-
ducing, OPEC doesn’t have the leverage
that it historically has.

But with this moratorium, as you
said, the energy supply isn’t today. The
shortage is in 2011 and 2012, which we
know from the last time. When energy
went to $4 a gallon, we saw the dev-
astating impact on American energy,
American prosperity, our economy and
jobs. Man, the average families and
small businesses just suffered. We’'re
going to see more of that in the future.

Mr. POE of Texas. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

That’s exactly what will occur is not
only energy costs, but we also must re-
member that this deepwater drilling
and the crude oil that comes from the
deep water produces millions of other
products besides just fuel. All of the
plastics, many of our technology comes
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from some base of crude oil. And all of
that is affected, and the costs of all
those items that are produced in our
refineries and petrochemical plants
will be affected because of this arbi-
trary, capricious, and punitive decision
to just stop deepwater drilling.

I would hope the administration
would re-evaluate their position, quit
suing Americans, get out of the court-
room and get down on the Gulf of Mex-
ico and fix this problem and let people
go back to work.

I yield back.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. I appreciate
the gentleman from Humble and his re-
marks that are right on target. I have
some closing remarks, but I'd like the
gentleman from Houston to conclude.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. BRADY, I just
want to join you and Congressman POE
in inviting the President to come to
Houston. Come meet, firsthand, these
people, these fine men and women who
are so committed to finding and pro-
ducing American oil and gas cleanly
and safely. These are our neighbors and
friends, Congressman BRADY and Con-
gressman POE, who we live with, along-
side, have picnics with. These are good
people. We all know how committed
they are to this Nation and to finding
American oil and gas cleanly and safe-
ly.

Come to Houston, President Obama.
Meet them firsthand. See how much
pride they take in their work, how
much pride they take in their country,
and how valuable and important their
role is in this Nation’s economy.

I yield back.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Well,
you.

And in conclusion, let me just say,
these are not Republican workers.
These aren’t Democrat workers, these
aren’t Libertarian workers, these
aren’t tea party workers. They’re just
American workers. These are their
jobs. These are their hopes, their
dreams, and they didn’t do anything
wrong. They’ve paid for the bailouts of
other industries. They’re not asking
for that. They just want to go back to
work on the rig that’s been safe.

Historically, these energy workers,
50,000 wells in the gulf, this is the first
accident. It wasn’t their fault. You
don’t ground them all because of it.

Yet, their lives are at stake. And our
energy prices, our energy independ-
ence, revenue to our State and Federal
Government, small businesses who will
never survive this moratorium ever if
it goes the full 6 months, did nothing
wrong, whose reach is all throughout
the United States of America.

We have a lot at stake here. We are
asking Republicans and Democrats in
Congress to join us in asking the Presi-
dent to end this moratorium. Accept,
adopt the safe practices, the newest,
the safest practices proposed by ex-
perts in the industry. Allow this safe
drilling to go forward. Stop sending our
rigs overseas. Stop sending our jobs
overseas. Stop sending our service com-
panies overseas, our capital, our best
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and brightest minds,
our headquarters.

Keep America going on the path of
energy independence. But don’t hurt
these 2 million workers who are tied to
this important industry.

With that, I appreciate Congressman
CULBERSON, Congressman POE, being
here tonight, as well as Congressman
SCALISE.

These are jobs. Put our American en-
ergy workers back to work.

and ultimately

————
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THE GOVERNMENT IS BUYING TOO
MUCH LAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KisseLL). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, again
it’s certainly a privilege to get to
speak in this hallowed hall, where so
many courageous decisions have been
made, and also so many ill-begotten
decisions have been made.

Speaking of which, today in our Nat-
ural Resources Committee we voted a
bill out of committee to deal with the
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico, disas-
trous oil spill that hopefully, maybe,
prayerfully, maybe, they have gotten
the cap on things and are going to be
able to stop the oil from destroying
lives and livelihoods.

But our bill did some amazing things.
For example, the bill we passed in com-
mittee—should be coming to the floor
now for a vote for the whole Congress—
provided $900 million a year for the
next 30 years, through 2040, to buy
more land for the Federal Government
to sit on. Now, it was pointed out that
actually we already own so much land,
we have so many Federal parks, na-
tional parks that we can’t take care of
them, and we are not taking care of
them.

There is a report that indicated that
just in maintenance alone we are $3.7
billion behind on just doing necessary
maintenance to keep the Federal parks
from falling apart. And we are not tak-
ing care of that. And here we voted $27
billion to buy more land for the Fed-
eral Government to sit on. And it’s im-
portant to understand when the Fed-
eral Government buys any land at all,
that land is immediately taken off of
the tax rolls. And the schools, the local
governments, the State governments
are prohibited from taxing that land.
So that land that has brought so much
revenue in taxes to those schools, hired
teachers, all that kind of thing, hired
local servants, it goes away.

And there for a while when this start-
ed 100 years-plus ago, old people were
assured locally, well, don’t worry,
though, like if we take timberland, we
will sell timber, and we will give you a
cut of the proceeds. Well, that’s gone
away. So the Federal Government
takes land and the local folks get noth-
ing.
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Some say, oh, no, but it creates green
jobs. Right. And just like Spain has
found this year, as the report of the
country that this administration and
this majority has said repeatedly we
want to emulate because they have
moved toward a green economy, Spain
has found that for every one green job
that’s been created they lost two jobs.
And I am tired of looking into the faces
of people who have lost their jobs due
to no fault of their own, but due to ter-
rible decisions by the public servants
that were elected to come here to
Washington and not meddle, not take
over the country, but just to make sure
there was a level playing field, people
had an opportunity, not happiness, but
the opportunity to pursue happiness.
And what we find repeatedly is when
this government, when any govern-
ment weighs in and steps in and buys
or takes over land, money, property, it
doesn’t really leave anybody happy.

So, I got a little chart here we put
together yesterday that shows where
we have been on money that was appro-
priated in the budget, been appro-
priated to buy land. You’ve got over
$100 million here, not quite $150 million
in 2008, and that was with this major-
ity. This majority took over in 2007,
2008, and they had already gone many
times from where we were in 2004, 2005,
2006, 2007. By 2008, the majority started
just going many times over. That’s
how we got over $100 million to buy
land in 2008. And then the same major-
ity in 2009 kicked it up quite a bit more
over the $150 million mark. 2010, this
year, we are approaching nearly $300
million to buy more land for the Fed-
eral Government to sit on. And in this
bill that passed committee today, there
is this provision for $900 million. Why
don’t we just call it a billion? You
know, you are that close. Doesn’t seem
like $100 million means that much to
this administration. But it’s $900 mil-
lion a year for the next 30 years to buy
more land.

I had such great hopes. We were hear-
ing responsible economists telling us,
you know, there is a way out of this
runaway deficit. Now, $1.5 trillion in 1
year, you know, it took the Bush ad-
ministration a number of years to do
that. And here, boom, 1 year we got it
done here with this majority and this
administration.

But economists have said, you know,
get responsible. Quit frittering away
money like it was no issue, like it’s
growing on trees, because it’s growing
off of China, and they’re saying they
about got enough. And we are printing
it. Got printing presses running like
crazy printing it. We will eventually
pay for that with inflation. So the vote
today was as if we got all the money in
the world. Why not just buy more land?

And what we heard from people who
live in the Western half of the country
was, you've already taken so much of
our State, why do you have to keep
taking more and more? One Congress-
man from Utah, RoB BISHOP, had of-
fered a verbal proposal: How about, if
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